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Ice dunk heroes

FREE

G

isborne football and netball
club personalities showed
their mettle and community spirit
on Sunday July 24, agreeing to
get dunked in an ice bath at
'Big Freeze at the Little G' at
Gardiner Reserve to raise funds
for charity FightMND.
More ►page 34.

▲Dunked:

Rookies
president
Jodie Bannan.
►A dripping

Giants
president
Kelly du Kamp
escapes the
tank.

 Rookies coach Nathan Young approaches the tank.

 Dunked:
Gisborne
Seniors
player Jaiden
Owen.

YOU'RE INVITED...
INVITED
For further details see advertisement page 18

Pictures by Paul Rovere Photography

SAVE
BACON
YOUR

BRING A MATE
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From the Editor's desk
I don’t know about you, but I wouldn’t be dunked in
an ice bath, whatever the cause or peer pressure.
The brave Gisborne football and netball community
members on this month’s cover who agreed to do
so to help raise funds for motor neurone disease
research charity FightMND get my vote as heroes.
Oxford languages defines the word ‘hero’
as someone who is admired for their courage,
outstanding achievements, or noble qualities. It’s
a word we tend to see used for military service (“a
war hero”) and top athletes. And occasionally for
individuals who fight for more justice in the world.
These uses all make sense but can make heroism
feel very specific and out-of-reach for an ordinary
person like me. Yet living in our vibrant community,
and editing the Gazette, I see ‘normal’ people doing
extraordinary things all over town.
People are making major efforts to bring ideas
and plans to fruition; giving unconditional care or
love to others; going out of their way to help others
who are less fortunate; providing years of voluntary
service to clubs; taking leadership roles to keep
local groups ticking; helping quietly yet reliably
behind the scenes. Not to mention the amazing
resilience COVID-19 has brought to the fore across
the community.
Members of the Gisborne Vision Australia auxiliary
have displayed many of these heroic behaviours for
years and I was sorry to hear it will be closing after
29 years.
Close reading of this Gazette, like every edition,
can let you discover many other heroes among us.
These people make our community stronger, better
and more fun, and we are lucky to have them.

Corinne Shaddock

Spots available in
licence help program
Learner driver places are now available in the Macedon Ranges TAC
L2P program.
Young learner drivers without
access to a supervising vehicle or driver to get the
120 hours of supervised driving required to apply for
a probationary licence can contact Macedon Ranges
L2P Program coordinator Denise at the Salvation
Army on 0409 246 416. For more information on the
program, search ‘L2P’ online.
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For advertising deadlines please see the website.

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in the Gazette are not necessarily
those of the GREAT Association Inc (Gisborne Region
Events Activities and Tourism) unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products or services is implied
by the listing of advertisers or sponsors. While every
effort is taken in printing contributions accurately, the
Gisborne Gazette takes no r esponsibility for errors.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Copies of the Gazette are posted to subscribers each
month. For an annual subscription to cover postage,
send your cheque for $29.70 to the Gisborne Gazette,
PO Box 9, Gisborne 3437 or you can deposit online.

OBITUARIES
To submit an obituary for publication, please email
elgrae@bigpond.com or phone 5428 2522. Please
also provide a photograph for publication and
restrict the article to about 250 words.

If you do not receive the Gazette in your letter
box, you can collect a copy at:
Gisborne: Post Office, Village Shopping
Centre, Priceline Chemist, Gisborne Medical
Centre in Brantome Street, Coles and
Foodworks supermarkets
Supported by Macedon Ranges Shire Council

Mt Macedon: The Trading Post
Macedon: Post Office and United Service
Station on Black Forest Drive
New Gisborne: Baringo Food & Wine, Station
Road; Cafe at 3 Ladd Road
Riddells Creek: Newsagency
Woodend: Coles supermarket

A MINUTE WITH MAXINE

Happy reading,
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Issue No 176

Elizabeth Summers has been delivering the
Gazette for 10 years.
Elizabeth was born in Manchester, England, and
emigrated to Western Australia with her parents, before moving to Victoria. She was living in Maidstone,
Melbourne, when she met Mark at work and they
were married 12 months later.
They built their home in Gisborne in 1993. As
Mark was from Burnie in Tasmania, they had no concerns about building on a hill, and have a view to be
envious of.
At the end of 2021, Elizabeth retired after 25 years
at Gisborne Secondary College, where she was an
integration aide for 12 years and then a First Aid attendant for 13 years.
They have three daughters and recently their first
granddaughter was born.
Elizabeth enjoys gardening, walking her two dogs

Gisborne Olde Time Market

Next market: Sunday
August 7
For more information, call 0431 563 566
or go to www.gisborneoldetimemarket.org.au

Ruby and Toby around
the friendly neighborhood
and she is also a member
of the Gisborne Bushwalking Group and Gisborne Ramblers. She has
just started volunteering
with Parks Victoria which
entails taking tourists on
a guided walking tour at
Elizabeth Summers
Mt Macedon.
Her most memorable overseas trip was in 2019,
which included visiting Dubrovnik, a river cruise from
Budapest to Amsterdam and five days in Paris.
In 2017 while on a trip to Scotland, Elizabeth
wondered why some street in Edinburgh had been
blocked off from traffic and then had a moment that
she will not forget – she saw the Queen.

Maxine Barker

JPs available
Every Thursday 12pm to 2pm
at the GREAT office, Hamilton Street Gisborne

Mount Macedon crowned top tourism 'tiny town'

Gisborne Secondary’s Ellie K, Bridget H and Sienna A
(at centre) are named cross country state champions.
Photo supplied.

Secondary College
seniors are
state champions
Gisborne Secondary College's senior girls' team
took out the State Cross Country Championships at
the School Sports Victoria event on July 14.
The team had already smashed the Western Metropolitan Regional Cross Country Championships,
with Sienna A, Ellie K and Bridget H finishing 1st, 3rd
and 4th respectively.
At the state titles, with incredible individual
achievements again on display and with Sienna and
Ellie finishing in the top 10 and Bridget in the top 20,
the team took out the State Championships for the
college.
This is a rare achievement which
the college has not made since
the early 1990s.
Congratulations to GSC and
these athletes. A great
achievement in their
last year of school.
L-R: Ellie K, Sienna
A and Bridget H
after they won the
Western Metro
Region titles to
qualify for the state
competition.

The village of Mount Macedon was the inaugural
winner of the Tiny Town category at the Victorian
Top Tourism Town Awards 2022 held in Healesville
on Wednesday July 6.
Mount Macedon was recognised for its fantastic
nature-based experiences including Macedon
Regional Park and nearby Hanging Rock that can
be enjoyed year-round.
Macedon Ranges Shire Council Mayor, Cr
Jennifer Anderson said the win was fantastic news
for local tourism and hospitality businesses who
have been working hard to re-build after being
impacted by the pandemic and 2021 storm events.
The Top Tourism Town Awards recognise

Local businesses may start using
this winner logo.
and reward Victorian towns
that demonstrate a strong
commitment to tourism, offer
an excellent visitor experience,
and show strong collaboration
with tourism operators, local businesses and the
community.
Mount Macedon will now go on to represent
the state at the national awards where it has the
opportunity to be crowned as Australia’s Top Tiny
Tourism Town.

Community invited to thank retiring
support group and celebrate milestone

A very important meeting of
the Gisborne Friends of Vision
Australia was held in July with
members reluctantly voting in
favour of disbanding its local
branch.
The primary reason is a lack
of office bearers and the ageing
of its members. Partly due also
to ‘a sign of the times’, it was a
very sad decision that had to be
made.
This year is the 90th birthday
of the Auxiliary, which started in
1932 when the organisation it
served was known as RVIB (the
Royal Victorian Institute for the
Blind).
Vision Australia members at the last meeting.
To both celebrate and to
afternoon tea will be held on Septemshow appreciation to members,
ber 27 at 2pm in the Gisborne Masonic
past members and supporters, an
Hall. Further details in the September
Old Auxiliary badge used from
issue of the Gazette.
1940 to 1980.

Elaine Millar OAM, Secretary/Treasurer

Elaine Millar

MACEDON GARDENING

18 BrantomePodiatry
Street (Inside Priceline)
Gisborne

Sheridan – Podiatrist

Revitalise
Your Garden

SHERIDAN GILBERT– PODIATRIST
18 Brantome Street (inside Priceline)

PhPh
: 131300
00 444477776363( 1(1300
300 GIGISPOD)
SPOD )
hello@gisborneandwoodend.com.au

Skin
and Nail
Problems, Nail
Surgery, Diabetes
Sports Injuries,
and Footwear,
PRIVATE
HEALTH
NDIS
DVA Assessments,
WORKCOVER
TACOrthotics
MEDICARE
Foot Pain, Foot Ulcers and Wounds, Children’s Feet

Skin and Nail Problems
Orthotics and Footwear

Nail Surgery
Foot Pain

Diabetes Assessments
Foot Ulcers and Wounds

Sports Injuries
Children’s Feet

Ian and Melanie Matthews
and Trained Staff

Expert Pruning,
Design, Landscaping,
Planting, Mowing,
Weeding.

Reliable,
14 years local
experience.
Fully Insured.

0402 46 46 00
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Lyn signs off crossing duty
A student’s tribute
After 11 years of assisting students to
cross the road at Gisborne
Primary School, on July 15 our
lovely crossing guard Lyn and
her adorable dog Jack retired.
Gisborne Primary appre-

ciates her effort and commitment in
keeping our students safe at the crossing
and we will never forget how she sacrificed
her warmth for us in winter! Thanks for
everything, Lyn. 

Ramona H, Year 6 Writers' Club

Lyn and her dog Jack on their final day of getting children safely across the road at Gisborne Primary School, and she
is farewelled by students. Picture: The Urban Sparrow.

Local ballerinas dance on big stage
Two talented young dancers
from Gisborne, Addison Goodall, 12, and Holly Colborne, 11,
were selected to dance in the
Australian Ballet production of
Harlequinade performed at the
State Theatre in Melbourne from
June 17 to 25.
Addison is in Year 7 at Salesian College and Holly is in Year
6 at Braemar College.
Both girls dance with the
Carmel Amelia School of Dance
and were very excited to be
selected.
The girls endured five weeks

of intensive rehearsals before
the production.
Addison reported, “I loved
getting to meet new people,
learn new life skills and getting
to dance with professional dancers. It was a truly great experience.”
Holly said, “It was great to
have the opportunity to dance
with other child performers
alongside the amazing senior
cast of the Australian Ballet. I
loved the costumes and dancing
on the Arts Centre stage with the
live orchestra.”

Addison Goodall (left) and Holly Colborne practise outdoors before their
Australian Ballet performance.
The girls after the event in Melbourne.
4
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Band winners rock
Six young bands strutted their stuff at the Macedon
Ranges Battle of the Bands at the Kyneton Town Hall
on July 29, hosted by Music in the Sticks. Psychedelic punk band Junkyard Wizards won the title and
a $500 merchandise pack, and hard blues rock band
The Ivy Walkers were given an honourable mention.
The Mods won ‘Crowd favourite’.

Benjamin Shaw

Garden Lovers' Fair
returns to Bolobek

When you're hot,
you're hot
Congratulations to Benjamin Shaw who collected
three 2021 VCE Premier’s Awards on July 20,
a veritable superstar in our midst. His awards
were for academic excellence in Specialist
Mathematics and Chemistry, and Top All-Round
VCE High Achiever.
Ben completed VCE at Braemar College last
year, achieving an ATAR of 99.95. After starting a
Bachelor of Science at Melbourne University this
year, he decided his passion is in the humanities
and is changing to Arts.

Picture: Cai Rowland

2022 Battle of the Bands winners Junkyard Wizards: Harry
Fox, Dan Nithsdale, William Shaddock and Charlie Fox.

GISBORNE
GOSS
Braeside Mt Macedon
Country Retreat has been
recognised as the “Best
of the Best” by Trip Advisor. The award places the
property in the top 1% of
B&Bs and inns in Australia and the South Pacific. Andrew Towner (pictured), owner of Braeside
Mt Macedon, said they
were honoured to be recognised with the award.
Tickets for the Mountain Writers Festival, to be
held at Macedon from November 4 to 6, go on
sale early this month: keep an eye on the website
mountainwritersfestival.com.au because tickets
are sure to go fast. Among many speakers are
Amanda Lohrey, Peter Garrett, Kate Holden, Professor Tim Flannery and Costa Georgiadis.
Gisborne resident Paul Jones runs an events
company that specialises in true crime and will
be starting a new regular true crime night called
‘Wine, Dine, and Crime’ at Roomba’s at Mt Aitken
in September. The first night will feature Charlie
Bezzina, a 30-year veteran with Victoria Police
homicide who worked on some of the biggest
crimes in Victoria.
Gisborne Real Estate in Brantome Street is merging with TCC Real Estate from Macedon and will
operate under that name after July 31.

The popular Garden Lovers' Fair is back.
The event will be held on Saturday and
Sunday October 1 and 2 and bookings
opened on August 1.
Tickets are on sale through the fair's
website at www.gardenloversfair.com.au,
which also gives details of the stallholders
who will be participating this year. The fair
will run from 10am to 4pm both days.
Bolobek is at 370 Mount Macedon Road,
Mount Macedon.

Disability Support
Sense of purpose.. tick
Flexible hours.. for sure
Amazing pay.. absolutely
Work Type: Part time & Casual work available
Location: Gisborne & Kyneton, Victoria
As a Disability Support Worker, you'll provide invaluable,
day-to-day support to our customers.

Disability
services.
Putting
you
first.

RMERL
Y
FO

House With
No Steps and
The Tipping
Foundation

Use your own skills and hobbies to mentor and support
people with a disability, with flexible hours to suit your lifestyle.
There's no need to have past experience because you'll
get that on-the-job, but there are a few things that are
non-negotiables:
✓

Current Driver's Licence

✓

Current First Aid Certificate and CPR certification
(if you need, we can help with these)

✓

Confirmation record of your COVID-19 vaccination

✓

Happy to help customers with personal care

Apply now
1300 538 7'46 I talent@aruma.com.au

aruma.
Disability services.
Putting you first.
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SEEN AROUND TOWN

Gisborne:
Darcy
Lockens, Luke
Phelan, Emily
McDonald
and James
Fox support
the cause.

Batting off the cold

Wombat Action Group rally at John Aitken Reserve
Gisborne. Picture: Gayle Osborne

It’s been a record cold winter, meaning some locals
have had the bad luck of
waking up with no water
due to their water meter
pipes freezing. One Gisborne resident found this
innovative solution using
cricket pads.

Clubs band together
for road safety

Protest in Gisborne
More than 50 people attended a rally in Gisborne
on 15 July to protest against VicForests’ salvage
logging in the Wombat Forest. The rally was called
by the Wombat Action Group and included members of Landcare and Friends groups, Wombat
Forestcare members and the Sybil Disobedients
(part of Extinction Rebellion Ballarat).
Protesters moved to the office of local member
Mary-Anne Thomas to deliver a demand that the
State Government cease salvage logging in the
Wombat Forest, which Wombat Action Group says
is environmentally destructive, and legislate the
promised Wombat-Lerderderg National Park.
Salvage logging is the practice of logging trees
in forest areas that have been damaged by storm,
severe wind, flood or fire.

Early morning picture of newly opened McGeorge
Road roundabout snapped by Mark Abbott.

Roundabouts rolling ahead
A new roundabout on McGeorge Road in South
Gisborne opened on July 21.

On the weekend of July 15 to 17, coaches and players from Gisborne and Macedon football and netball
clubs donned blue armbands to show their commitment to eliminating death and serious injury on our
roads.
They joined more than 1000 other Victorian football and netball clubs in wearing the armband and
supporting the State Government, the Transport Accident Commission and the AFL to launch the third
annual Road Safety Round to promote road safety
and honour those killed on the state's roads.
So far this year, 132 people have lost their lives
on Victorian roads, with 77 of those in regional areas
– a concerning rise on the 59 regional deaths at the
same time last year. There has also been a worrying rise in young people dying on Victorian roads,
with the number of lives lost in the 18-25 age group
currently at 24, compared with 16 this time last year.

Work continues on the big roundabout at the
Kilmore Road-Melbourne Road intersection in
Gisborne. The works had been due for completion
by the end of July, however the latest update from
Regional Roads Victoria says that the road will
remain closed until later this year. The intersection
has already been closed for more than six months.

Macedon:
Sammy
Jeffrey,
Ava Nitz
and Ava
McClure.

From left: Mountain Group Officer Greg Snart, Mt
Macedon members Jeremy Clare, Rick Leach, Bryan
Smith, Bruce Dudon and Nicky Haslinghouse; MaryAnne Thomas and Captain Tim Slattery; Steve Alcock
(Acting Assistant Chief Officer CFA); Mt Macedon
members Jim Darby, John Good and Jim Ingemann.

New fire station on the way
The turning of the sod for the new Mt Macedon fire
station was held on July 22.
Member for Macedon Mary-Anne Thomas was
a special guest. The building will be constructed
near the Mt Macedon Road entrance to the Victorian Emergency Management Institute.

Kilmore Road roundabout works.
Giants junior girls netball team.

HELEN SANKEY

Trusted and well known local real estate
agent Helen Sankey has now opened a new
office in Aitken Street.

DIRECTOR LICENSED ESTATE AGENT
0421 314 596



Office now open!

Shop 3, 10-20 Aitken Street
(next to Coles)

helen.sankey@connectrea.com.au
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How The Block came to Gisborne
Bryan Power caught up with The Block's
producer Julian Cress in July before the
popular program begins broadcasting.

F

ilming of the 2022 edition of The Block in
McGeorge Road, Gisborne, finished in
mid-July and the show will go to air later this
month; the live-to-air screening of the auctions is
expected to be in November.
I had the pleasure of meeting Julian Cress, The
Block’s long-time producer, to learn more about
this popular show and how Gisborne came to be
chosen for this year’s edition.
In 2003 Julian was working in Sydney as
an investigative journalist with Channel 9’s 60
Minutes when he conceived the idea for The Block
in association with a Channel 9 producer, David
Barbour.
Channel 9 agreed to go ahead with their
proposal and Julian was appointed producer, a
position he still holds. The show was an instant –
and enduring – success and the rights to it have
been sold to more than a dozen countries.
The first two series had Jamie Durie as the
front man but since 2005 Scott Cam has been the
on-screen leader.
Because of the popularity of The Block with its
Victorian audience the production was relocated
to Melbourne in 2011. The move to Gisborne this
year is the first time the show has been produced
outside the metropolitan area.
So, why Gisborne?
Julian is a keen classic car man – he owns
a Porsche 911 – and he assists a friend, David
Belford, in producing a website that celebrates

The genial Sarah and Julian (with the old McGeorge
family home in the background).

classic cars. When visiting David’s home in Mount
Gisborne Road, Julian was struck by the beauty of
the locality and soon convinced his wife Sarah that
this was the perfect place for a tree change. They
bought a property on Mt Gisborne with great views
to Mt Macedon and have happily settled there
with their two young boys who are pupils at New
Gisborne Primary.
Julian thought the Macedon Ranges would be
the ideal location for a different kind of edition of
The Block and was able to convince Channel 9 to
find a property – which they did in McGeorge Road.
he site has accommodated five separate
blocks for the contestants. As well, the original
McGeorge family home has been refurbished and
extended by Scott Cam so he will have his own
property competing for buyers in the auctions.

T

Specialists & Allied Health Services
Dr Jesse Zanker - Geriatrician
Dr Katy Miller - Geriatrician
Leanne Pethick Psychologist

Joe Henderson - Podiatrist

Dr Patrick Moloney Obstetrician & Gynaecologist
182 Station Road, New Gisborne

8373 5420

rangesmedical.com.au

Each of the properties is about 10 acres in
area and the contestants have been challenged
to use their imaginations to fully use the space.
Ideas have included tennis and basketball courts,
swimming pools, vineyards and playgrounds.
All of the five weatherboard houses are larger
than those used in previous programs; two were
relocated from Queensland and three from within
Victoria.
The houses contain the bedrooms and
bathrooms while each house has an attached
pavilion for the kitchen, dining and living areas. As
well, each house has a 230-square-metre shed to
accommodate cars, mowers and other equipment.
Each year The Block receives about 45,000
applications and this number has to be reduced
to just five couples, with the judging based on
perceived levels of willpower and energy.
Selection did not work out this year for one
Sydney couple who found it all too much after
only three days. (Perhaps it was the Gisborne
weather!) As viewers would be aware, the build is
a very stressful experience for the contestants and
this edition will be sure to – as it always does –
bring out the best and worst in the participants.
Wherever possible local suppliers and tradies
have been used; also, local artists and specialist
shops been accessed for the “dressing” of the
houses.
Each couple has chosen their own selling
agent, most of whom are locally based.
Julian and Sarah expect that prospective
buyers will be drawn to the area for the same
reasons that made the Macedon Ranges so
appealing to them: the beauty of the environment,
the warmth of the community and the easy and
quick access to Melbourne.

Visit our website for more
information on how to book for
these services.

Brad Avery - Physiotherapist
Jason Quigley - Myotherapist

We are currently
seeking an exercise
physiologist to join our
wonderful allied health
team.
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KAT'S KORNER
with Kat Buttigieg

What do you love about winter in the Macedon Ranges?
I asked this question recently on social media
and got many responses along the lines of ‘Going on holiday somewhere warmer!’. While I can
relate, there are many beautiful things to love
about our chilly winters in the Ranges.
1. Lush greenery: Highlighted by the bare
deciduous trees, the grass and evergreens
across the shire appear in a richer hue over the
cooler months, especially with a fresh coat of
rain or frost. Rug up and go on a local bushwalk
to witness this to full effect.
2. An abundance of water: Our waterfalls,
lakes and dams are prolific over winter. What
better time to check out Sanatorium Lake or
Trentham Falls?
3. Sweet surprises of winter: A cobweb
covered in delicate frost,
sweet fungi of all shapes
and sizes and crunchy,
ice-topped grass are just
some of the magical wonders that we don’t see in
the warmer months. Have
your camera on hand for
these precious pictures.
4. Snow: If it is cold
enough, we may get snow
Frosty cobwebs are
on Mt Macedon or even
a photographer's
as low as Gisborne, as
delight.
we did some years ago.
Get your snow gear ready to go, so the family is
ready for a snowball fight if we are lucky enough
to have a snowfall.
5. Keeping warm: As many have said to
me, sometimes the best thing about winter in
the Ranges is keeping warm! Whether you
enjoy sitting by the fire, meeting friends at a
local cafe for a hot drink or meal, or investing
in some snuggly clothes, the crisp, fresh air
outside makes us truly appreciate being able to
stay warm inside.

GISBORNE
CAB Co

ph: 5428 2444

gisbornecabs.com.au

Gisborne Olde Time Market

Gisborne Gazette August 2022

Stallholder Profile

302 FLOWERS
This month we are profiling Ray and
Anna Qoon and their stall, 302 Flowers.
The couple are new to the Gisborne
Market, having started showcasing
their Australian native flowers in February this year.
Ray and Anna live locally and have
been in the Macedon Ranges since
1992. They run 302 Flowers from their
beautiful property on Mount Gisborne
Road. If you drive by you will often see
their flowers displayed for sale on their
roadside stall.
The couple are passionate about
their flowers and every flower they
Ray and Anna Qoon are enjoying now selling at the market.
sell is grown on the property. They are
devoted to their farm, town, community and their
the couple is very proud.
flowers.
The farm’s flowers are used by florists and can be
Ray and Anna’s children attended New Gisborne
purchased by contacting the farm.
Primary School and Braemar College. The children
Ray and Anna can be contacted on 0478 086 182,
still help on the farm with the flower growing and
email www.302flowerfarm@gmail.com. The farm is
also keeping the farm’s social media and marketing
also on Facebook. 
Karan Grieve
up to date. It is very much a family affair, of which

Supporting The Smith Family

News from Sunbury-Macedon Ranges VIEW Club
VIEW is a women’s organisation and
a valued part of The Smith Family. It
provides a place for women to connect
in the community and enjoy social
activities while supporting the work
of the children’s education charity The
Smith Family.
VIEW stands for the Voice, Interests and Education of Women.
We meet on the third Friday of each month at
'Club Sunbury', 49 Riddell Road, Sunbury, for an
11.30am start.
It has been a busy few months for the club, enjoying a special and exciting 31st birthday on June
17. Eighty-two members and guests attended the
lunch and we were entertained by Elana McKinley
chatting about her life as a "showgirl” in the 1960s
and '70s.

WANTED

We were invited to join 121 guests at The
Smith Family’s 100-year celebration where
we heard an overview of the work being
carried out by the charity. The highlight
was listening to Liam Jones, a Learning for
Life recipient, describing his journey through
school with the help of the LFL program.
Liam is in his second year at university studying
science.
We are planning a tour of Overnewton Castle in
August and a visit to the Stokes Collection of decorative art and the garden at Forest Glade, Mount
Macedon, in October.
If you would like to come along and join us at
one of our meetings, we would be happy to have
a chat. I also can be reached on 0411 226 275 or
email helenb64@bigpond.com.
Helen Bird, President

nixon financial services pty ltd

TO BUY-CASH PAID
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL
TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS,
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS,
BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES.

PH. RICHARD 5428 2848

0417 415 336
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Bob Nixon

Michelle Abela

Joel Plowman

Marlene Zwarts

Providing financial services you can trust since 1973.
Gisborne Office: (T) 5428 0123, 23A Hamilton Street.
SunburyOffice: (T) 9744 2400, 19 Evans Street.

We have video conference call facilities.
Call and make an appointment.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Proudly sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Gisborne

Mt Macedon fire service presents awards
Mt Macedon Fire Brigade
held a dinner and awards
night in July.
Those
present
who
received awards were
(pictured from left): Lt Jim
Ingemann (15 years);
Secretary Deb Fleming
(40
years);
Captain
Tim Slattery (National
Medal and 40 years);
Commander Paul Turner
from CFA who presented
the awards; Jim Darby
(National Medal and 30
years); Jeremy Clare (10
years), Bruce Dudon (25
years) and Rick Leach,
(10 years).
The National Medal is

New fire danger rating system

given for members who
contribute over 15 years’

service and undertake
extra responsibilities and

has to be approved by
the CFA.

From September 1, the new Australian Fire Danger
rating system will have four levels with action-oriented
messages, logical colours and simple descriptions to
encourage people to take action to protect themselves
and others in the face of bushfire risks.

New fire brigade management
teams elected
The Gisborne Fire Brigade has
had a change of lineup in its management team along with the
Mt Macedon Group of Brigades.
The management teams are as follows
Gisborne Fire Brigade – Captain: Henry Neal; 1st
Lieutenant: Ethen Brailsford; 2nd Lieutenant: Joel
Wood; 3rd Lieutenant: Jordan Whitefield; 4th Lieutenant: Steve Blaker; Secretary: Bruce Vernon;
Communication Officer: Paul Hallett.
Henry Neal will continue his role as Captain
for the next two years after being elected last year.
Bevan Moody has stepped down as 1st Lieutenant
after being promoted to Deputy Group Officer with
the Mt Macedon Group of Brigades, which assists
in supporting the eight Brigades within the Mountain Group (Bullengarook, Gisborne, Riddells Creek,
Woodend, Macedon, Mt Macedon, Hesket and Newham) and incident management and logistics.

Mt Macedon Group of Brigades– Group
ficer: Greg Snart; 1st Deputy Group Officer
(DGO): Marcus Bootle; 2nd DGO: Dave
Thompson; 3rd DGO: Phil Challis; 4th DGO:
Mike Dorneu; 5th DGO: Bevan Moody.
Ian Hay, who was awarded the prestigious Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM)
year, has stepped down from the top job
Group Officer after serving the group in varipositions for more than 27 years.
Ian received the AFSM for his exemplary service with the Country Fire AuthorHe will continue with the CFA as a mentor
firefighter.
Greg Snart, now Group Officer, is a former Captain of the Macedon Fire Brigade.
We congratulate all the new incumbents and
thank all the outgoing officers for their contribution to the community and CFA.
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Top picture, from left: Bevan Moody, Ian Hay and Jordan Whitefield.
Above: Bruce Vernon, Steve Blaker, Joel Wood, Henry Neal, Ian
Ward and Ethen Brailsford.

REFRESH,
REVITALISE
+ RENEW
• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning
• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations
• General Handyman Services










Anti-Ageing Facials + Peels
Micro Needling
Microdermabrasion
LED Light Therapy
Cosmetic Injectables
Waxing
Manicures + Pedicures
Massages

5428 8800

Email: rickleonard@bigpond.com

3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne
www.thespa.com.au
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Bank starts community health conversation
Community Bank
Gisborne & District
hosted a lunch at
the Telegraph on
July 20 to start a conversation about
alcohol and drug education, and public
defibrillators in our area.
Representatives of Macedon Ranges Health, Macedon Ranges Shire
Council, Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health and Community Bank
Lancefield & Romsey attended. The
group heard from former AFL player
Mark Eustice, Keith Gregory of the Alcohol and Drug Foundation and multiple Ironman champion Guy Leech on
potential initiatives that could benefit
the health and wellbeing of the local
community.
The bank looks forward to seeing
where the conversation goes and
supporting new health and wellbeing
initiatives where it can.
The bank's next round of grants for
community groups, organisations and

Volunteers sought
for storytelling
and more

Community representatives and guest speakers at the lunch.
projects will open September 1. Group
representatives are invited to email
mrcepublicrelations@gmail.com with
any questions or ideas for projects the
Community Bank could support to help
the residents of Gisborne, Macedon
and Riddells Creek.
The community bank, a franchise
branch of Bendigo Bank, was

established to provide banking
services to the Gisborne area and
generate income to invest in local
community development.
The branch team and volunteer
board of directors are always
interested in new ways the bank can
support the community.

News from Gisborne Foodbank
The Gisborne Community Care Foodbank Inc will hold
its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday September
6 at the Gisborne Uniting Church, Brantome Street.
7pm start. All are welcome.
It has been a busy month for the Foodbank and we
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of the local schools, many
of whom have been running food drives to stock our shelves so that
we can continue to help individuals and families in need put food on
the table each week.
We will be featuring our local schools over the coming months
Braemar College middle school students boxing up
donations collected for the Gisborne Foodbank.
on our Facebook page, but big thanks this month
to Braemar College, Gisborne Primary School and
New Gisborne Primary School for all the food you
have collected over the past month. We are so
appreciative of all the support we receive from local
schools.
The Foodbank is open on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am to 3pm. Please contact us on mobile 0492 850 520, email info@gisbornefoodbank.
org.au, drop in on Wednesday or Friday, message
us via Facebook (@GisborneFoodbank), or visit
our website (www.gisbornefoodbank.org.au).

Community organisations and groups
have always relied on the support of
volunteers but since the pandemic they have seen a decrease in the
number of people offering their time
and sharing their life skills.
Sunbury and Cobaw Community
Health’s Parent-Child Mother Goose
program is looking for volunteers to
help with its weekly song, rhyme and
storytelling sessions. The sessions
are currently held in Kyneton and
Romsey and, once enough volunteers
are found, there are plans to extend
the program to Gisborne and Riddells
Creek.
“We are looking for people that can
spare three hours a week,” says Tracey Thiele, who facilitates the groups.
“Volunteers for the Parent-Child Mother Goose program don’t need any
specific qualifications or experience
working with children; they help support the parents and the pre-school
participants, and help to set up and
pack-down for each session.”
Volunteers are offered training for
the program, which aims to enhance
the bond between parent and child,
and connect families in the community.
If you would like to volunteer with
the Mother Goose program, email
volunteering@scchc.org.au. If you are
interested in coming along with your
child, please contact Tracey Thiele
on 5421 1666 or email tracey.thiele@
scchc.org.au.

Picture: Chloe Smith Photography

A Mother Goose session.

Julie Ireland

Local company directorship opportunity
Community Bank Gisborne & District
is operated by Macedon Ranges Community Enterprises (MRCE) Ltd as a
franchise of Bendigo & Adelaide Bank and
returns local profits to the community.
Due to the retirement of two long-serving directors, MRCE is seeking expressions
of interest from energetic, committed residents of Gisborne, Riddells Creek, Macedon,
Mt Macedon and Bullengarook to join our volunteer board of directors.
Directors support and drive the company’s
10 Gisborne Gazette August 2022

direction, goals and objectives and
have a real say in how the company’s profits are directed for the benefit of the community.
Legal, finance and community development skills are particularly sought and applications are welcomed from adult residents of
all ages and backgrounds.
For further information or to express interest in being a director, please contact
the company secretary, Alice McMahon, on
eo@mrceltd.com.au

NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL
Chance to learn
sustainable
land practices

Detox...
'Detox Your Home'
coming to the
Macedon Ranges
Residents can dispose of household
chemicals free at Sustainability
Victoria’s Detox Your Home morning
on September 17 at the Kyneton
Saleyards.
This is a chance to safely get rid of
items such as weed killer, cleaning
products, pool chemicals, old
cooking oil, bleach, turps, thinners
and paint strippers (not paint), rat
poison, insect sprays, cosmetics
eg nail polish and remover, etc. The
event is drive-through, and runs
from 9am to 12 noon.
To register and find out more,
visit sustainability.vic.gov.au

Budget adopted
Council adopted the Budget 2022-23
and Council Plan 2021-2031 (Year
Two Actions 2022-23) in June.
Community
members
were
invited to provide feedback on both
documents during the consultation
period which began in April.
The Annual Budget will continue
the progression of key capital works
including the Macedon Ranges
Regional Sports Precinct and the
Shared Trails Project. Included in the
budget are new initiatives such as a
shire-wide equestrian facilities plan.
Further work will be undertaken
on the Gisborne Futures project
and associated planning scheme
amendment, and an architect will
be engaged to prepare working
drawings for improvements to the
Macedon Bowling Club’s clubrooms.
Council’s capital works program
will deliver $41.2 million in works
across the shire over the next
financial year, 37% of Council’s total
revenue.
Council’s total budgeted income
for 2022-23 is $111.5 million, which
is mainly comprised of rates, grants,
service fees and charges.
To view the Budget 2022-23 and
Council Plan 2021-2031 (Year Two
Actions 2022/23), visit mrsc.vic.gov.
au/Our-Council.

The 'Healthy Landscapes: Practical
Regenerative Agricultural Communities' program is holding two events
in August about sustainable land
management practices.

1 Webinar: Grazing Management, Tuesday August 16,
7.30-9pm, online
Jason McAinch, Council’s Private
Land Conservation Officer, has a
passion for grazing management.
In this webinar, Jason will share the
fundamentals of grazing management
that will improve the persistence,
productivity and biodiversity of your
grassland pastures.
Registration is free at mrsc.vic.gov.
au/grazing-management-webinar

4 Holistic Grazing course
Starts September 9,
Malmsbury
The Holistic Grazing Management
short course has been designed to
assist land managers to improve
their skills and knowledge about
grazing livestock, resulting in an
increase in soil carbon and perennial
pasture species, including native
species.
The course will incorporate 16
sessions between September this
year and May 2023, involving
● face-to-face theory (six days)
● online theory and support
sessions
● practical on-property learning.
The course is structured for large
and small landholders with grazing
livestock. Cost of the course is $150
per property.
For more information, visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/HL-courses
or
email
Jason McAinch at jmcainch@mrsc.
vic.gov.au

Looking for ideas
for Commonwealth
Games stage 2026
2 Workshop: Learn how to
graze horses the sustainable
way, Sunday August 28, 1011.30am, Gisborne
Join Jason McAinch to learn how to
graze your horse in a sustainable
way. The field day is on a property
in Gisborne. Once registered, the
address will be sent to you prior to the
event. Registration is free at mrsc.vic.
gov.au/workshop-horses

3 Equiculture course;
residents' discount
Equiculture, short for equine permaculture, is a holistic horse property
management program that promotes
sustainable farm and pasture
management techniques designed
with horse welfare and natural
behaviour in mind.
The program is delivered digitally,
with participants able to learn at their
own pace. Fifteen modules teach
participants about healthy soil and
pasture, managing weeds, mud and
erosion, property design and layouts
as well as managing optimal equine
health. A $100 discount for this online
course is available for residents.
For information about Healthy
Landscapes courses visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/HL-courses or contact
5422 0333.

The Victorian Government has
put a call out for ideas for the
2026 Commonwealth Games, and
Macedon Ranges Shire Council is
encouraging community members,
groups and local businesses to pitch
local ideas for the big event.
Ideas should fall into one of these
seven categories
● a cultural program (eg arts,
festivals, entertainment); ● sporting
program and training; ● education
program (eg school curriculum);
● partnerships and collaboration;
● business innovation; ● live sites
and local activities; ● legacy (eg
facilities, services, resources).
Submissions should highlight
which regional community the idea
will support, how the community will
benefit, and the long-term legacy or
benefits it will provide.
The Council will be making its
own submission, with ideas including
hosting sporting and cultural
events and using our landmarks as
backdrops.
For information or to make a
submission, visit vic.gov.au/victoria2026-commonwealth-games-callforideas.
Submissions close on Friday
August 12.
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Bin information fridge magnets available
COUNCILLOR'S
COLUMN

Not sure what goes into
which bin? Free fridge
magnets
that
show
what can go into each
of Council’s four colourcoded waste bins are
now available for pick up
from the Council offices
in Robertson Street or the
Gisborne library.

Reusable Nappies survey

With Cr Rob Guthrie

Preschooler activities
Buffalo Stadium, Woodend

Thank you to everyone
who completed the
survey. Your feedback
will
help
shape
Council's
Reusable
Nappies program.
Of 130 respondents, 19% already
use reusable nappies full time and
35% prefer to use a combination of
reusable and disposable nappies.
A majority of the respondents
agreed that cloth nappies had
financial, environmental and health
benefits.
Rebates, educational workshops
and nappy-washing services were
among the top suggestions to
encourage more reusable nappy use.

Active Kids Sports Program
Children learn skills for catching,
rolling and throwing in a fun environment. Sessions are 10-10.45am on
Wednesdays for children two to five
years. Parent participation required.
Kindagym
A fun program for learning gross motor
skills. The program is casual so no
need to book. Sessions are Fridays 1011am for children one to three years,
and 11am-12 noon for children four to
five years. Costs for both programs:
Casual visit $11 (Eftpos only) or 10
pass $99 (six months expiry). For
more information, call 5472 3411 or
email buffalo@mrsc.vic.gov.au

MECHANICAL SERVICES PTY. LTD.

PHONE: 0448 197 555
Family owned and operated, with over 25
years’ experience
Full Mobile Workshop
Onsite Service and Repairs
Servicing Macedon Ranges and Surrounds












Forklifts – all makes and models
Light Trucks
Mini Loaders & Excavators
Replacement tyres and rubber tracks
Hydraulic repairs
Full diagnostic scan tools
Engine and transmission overhaul and rebuilds
Scheduled maintenance
Emergency breakdowns
Mini Loader Hire also available!
Based in Riddells Creek
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I hope everybody is keeping warm
and healthy in what is a particularly
cold winter. We continue to
encourage everybody to ‘Get the
Jab’.
It was very pleasing to have
37 residents granted Australian
citizenship in July. Our new citizens
originated from eight countries and
15 were from the South Ward.
Equally
pleasing
was
the
announcement that Mount Macedon
was the inaugural winner of the Tiny
Town category at the Victorian Top
Tourism Town Awards.
New nominations for Josh’s
Rainbow Eggs Macedon Ranges
Business Excellence Awards have
now closed (completed applications
are due by August 10) and judging
will take place over the next few
months with presentations in
November. Further information is
available on Council’s website.
Council
has
received
a
Development Plan for 89 Ross
Watt Road also known as the Barro

Land. The developer has lodged
an application for review with the
Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal against Council’s failure
to make a decision in relation to
Development
Plan
Application
DP/2021/1 within the prescribed
time. Council planners initially issued
a request for further information on
23 December 2021, and a more
detailed request was issued to the
developer, ID Land, on 28 February
2022.
Council has not made a decision
on the application because we were
waiting on the further information.
You can register at mrsc.vic.gov.au
to receive regular updates about the
project.
Work is progressing on the
Gisborne Futures Plan with a Phase
3 Consultation report on the 647
survey responses and 220 written
submissions due to come to the
August 24 Council meeting. There
is still a lot of work to be completed
and, again, you can register at
mrsc.vic.gov.au to receive regular
updates.
Please free to call me on 0419
309 953 or email rguthrie@mrsc.
com.au if I can be of any assistance.

Developments at Macedon Cemetery

MEMBER'S
MESSAGE

MACEDON
MUSINGS

With Mary-Anne Thomas

With Belinda Carlton-Doney

Back in early 2021, we saw a new
area being developed at the Macedon
Cemetery. Now works have continued
and the results are beautiful.
The gorgeous design for this
area is the work of local landscape
designer Kylie Blade. Initially we saw
the installation of pathways, garden
beds and huge boulders placed where
we could sit and reflect. The plan
was to create an area suitable for the
interment of ashes.
Upgraded area of Macedon Cemetery: a place of reflection.
This latest work has delivered just
that. Two Niche walls now sit quietly, nestled in
planting of 13 Dutch Elm trees, thanks to Pip Shannon
the bush-like surrounds. Native shrubs dot the
and the generosity of Duneira and the Stoneman
garden beds. The day I visited, the sun was kind
Foundation.
enough to shine for me. A young grevillea bush
If that wasn’t enough, the internal roads have all
displayed a gorgeous red bloom that was being
been resurfaced. A grant from the Department of
appreciated by a tiny winged visitor. Combined
Health helped, although the work was undertaken by
with the warbling calls of the local magpies…it
trust members themselves.
was just so peaceful, so calm, so settling. With a
As I’m writing this, we’ve had rain for days! When
view to the Mount, it is a very special final resting
that finally eases, why not have a stroll through the
place and, I imagine, comforting to those who
cemetery and take in this lovely location.
come to visit.
Stay warm and safe, everyone.
The Cemetery Trust has also undertaken the
Winter pursuit of beauty – Macedon Cemetery ►page 17

Gazette at Large
Lucky local residents escaped the cold last month by
heading to warmer climes. When travelling it’s key to
bring along all your essentials, and it's great to see
the Gazette fall into that category.

Lou Maroulis and family
celebrating a special birthday
in Canungra, Queensland.

Marie Clifford on Green
Island.

In California, editor Corinne Shaddock
shows her brother the June edition
while her son surreptitiously takes a
photo for this one.

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS
MELBOURNE PODIATRY

PRE-BOOKED at a
FIXED PRICE
NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS

GROUP

John Neely poolside at a
beautiful resort on Phu
Quoc Island, Vietnam.

I was happy to announce that Macedon
Primary School would be receiving a brandnew 32kW solar system as part of the
Victorian Government’s Greener Government
Buildings program. Solar makes so much
sense for schools, where the vast majority of
power is used during the day when the sun is
shining. Not only will the new system reduce
Macedon Primary’s emissions, it will also
save on power bills. When fully implemented,
the program will save $2.5 million on school
power bills annually across the state.
It’s also good to see that works on the
Melbourne-Kilmore Road intersection in
Gisborne are going well. The roundabout
is taking shape, and bluestone from the old
bridge has been repurposed to match the
style of the old bridge. An existing mature
tree forms the centre of the new roundabout,
and new pedestrian paths will improve
safety for all users. With the upgrade works
expected to carry on until later this year, I
appreciate everyone’s patience while works
are completed.
I want to remind locals that a $250 Power
Saving Bonus is available to every household
who uses the Victorian Energy Compare
website at compare.energy.vic.gov.au. If you
need a hand, you’re also welcome to call my
office on 5428 2138.
Finally, with winter well underway the best
thing we can do to protect ourselves against
COVID-19 is to get our third or fourth dose
when it’s due, wear a face mask indoors or
when unable to physically distance, and stay
home when unwell.
For eligible casual workers, there’s also
the Victorian Sick Pay Guarantee, which
offers 38 hours a year of sick and carer’s
pay at the national minimum wage for casual
and contract workers. You can find more
information about your eligibility at www.vic.
gov.au/sick-pay-guarantee.

Podiatry and Footwear
Flat feet

Heel pain

Sore Knees

Your local driver, servicing
Macedon Ranges & Sunbury

0468 347 742
EFTPOS & All Major Credit Cards

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au
www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au

Shop 12, Nexus Centre, 19 Nexus way, Gisborne VIC 3437

PH: 1300 650 293
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Proudly sponsored by ■ The Gallery Mt Macedon
■ The Gisborne Singers ■ The Mount Players
■ Macedon Ranges Photographic Society

Art quilt show at
the Gallery
During August the Gallery Mt Macedon
will feature an exhibition by local artist
Colleen Weste, ‘Colours of Nature’, Silk
Art Quilts on the wall.
Coellen's art quilts are incredible pieces,
worked in glorious colours and depicting beautiful,
intricate scenery.
Colleen said, “My passion for art quilting came
from my love of painting on silk for kimonos and
art to wear. I wanted to create 2D and 3D pieces
incorporating painting, shibori dyeing and stitch.
“My work has always been inspired by the
Australian bush and my bush garden, nature’s
colours and textures.
“My quilts are imprints of time conveying
movement while expressing the colours of nature
and the calling sounds of the birds. Lines of stitching
connect layers of cloth where memories and ideas
come together. The patterns made on the cloth with
leaves remind me of the forest floor where I walk
each day while listening to the sounds of the bush.
"I love the garden. It comes to life in spring as, like
music, it awakens our senses and vibrates with joy
and beauty where all the colours and textures come
together. A place of creativity and wonder.”
The exhibition will run from August 2 to September
4. All are invited to the opening which will be on
Saturday August 6 at 2pm.

The Mount Players
1972 - 2022

Burst of
Spring by
Colleen
Weste.

Great Cormorant by Colleen Weste
The Gallery Mt Macedon is at 684 Mt Macedon
Road. Phone: 0419 009 030

Journalist's library visit well attended
ABC journalist and breakfast presenter
Lisa Millar gave a captivating talk at
Gisborne Library on July 16, ranging
over her life, career and the fear of flying
that dogged her for many years; a fear
that saw her hiding away to vomit before
every flight she had to take – a debilitating
anxiety for a foreign correspondent.
More than 50 people attended the talk,
which was ably led by Macedon Ranges
journalist Sara James, who features
fortnighly on ABC Breakfast with Lisa
with her 'An American in Oz' segment.

As the title of Lisa's book, Daring to Fly,
suggests, she did overcome her fears.
Another talk that promises to be
intresting is coming up this month when
the Underbelly crime writers Andrew
Rule and John Sylvester speak at a lunch
at the Telegraph Hotel on Friday August 19.
And with a regular true crime night
starting at Roomba’s at Mt Aitken in
September – first up former homicide
detective Charlie Bezzina – locals are
well served for author talks in Gisborne.

Hamilton Street
We have moved!
Vet
Providing high quality, friendly, veterinary services in
the Macedon Ranges. 49 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.

Phone 5420 7000
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‘Reservoir Dogs’:
A thriller for
Mountview Theatre
The Mount Players' third production for 2022 opens
on Friday August 19 and runs till September 4. A
gender flipped version of Quentin Tarantino’s iconic
Reservoir Dogs for an all-female cast.
They were six strangers, assembled to pull off
the perfect crime. Given fake names so no one
could identify the others, they thought there was
no way their heist could have failed. But after a
police ambush, killing one and injuring another, the
criminals return to their rendezvous point and realise
that one of them had to have been a police informant.
But who was it?
ATTENDANCE
INFORMATION:
This
production of Reservoir Dogs is for a mature audience
only. It contains high level course language, sexual
references, stylised depictions of violence, simulated
gun shots, the use of strobe lighting effects and
stage cigarettes which produce an odour.
A contemporary piece that will show the true
diversity of The Mount Players.
For full details and to book tickets go to www.
themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892.
Karen Hunt

ARTS

Short film festival back on deck
The Macedon Ranges Film Society is pleased to
announce the second Cool Climate Cinema for
Saturday September 3.
This short film festival follows the highly successful
inaugural event held four years ago. This was a sellout and the enthusiastic response has resulted in two
screenings this year.
The festival will screen two hours of high-quality
short films selected from Australian and international
directors. The program includes comedy, drama,
award winning animation and several thoughtprovoking films and will be accompanied by
complimentary food and drinks at bar prices. There
will be an afternoon and an evening screening at
the Newham Hall on Saturday September 3. Tickets
are $28 and bookings are open at Trybooking.com/
CAWYS.
The MRFS has shaken off the difficulties of the past
two years or more and have a program of excellent
films for the current year. Our August 12 screening
is Edmund Hillary: Oceans to Sky. This highly
awarded film will be introduced by the local filmmaker
Michael Dillon AM. Michael was Sir Edmund Hillary’s
filmmaker for over 25 years.
Screenings are held every second Friday of
the month, 7pm for a 7:15pm start in the Norma
Richardson Hall in Woodend. Our September
screening is the Humphrey Bogart classic, African
Queen. New members are most welcome. Please
contact Lorraine Rutherford for more details on 0402
299 153 or by emailing mrfilmsociety@gmail.com
Neil Aplin

Superstar – The Carpenters Songbook, Sunday
August 7 at 3pm, featuring
Laura
Davidson
and
celebrating 50 years of
the
Carpenters.
Karen
Carpenter possessed an
angelic voice and provided the soundtrack
to many of our lives. You will be smiling and
singing along to every song.

The Two of Us – The Songs of Lennon &
McCartney, Saturday August 27 at 7.30pm
with
renowned
musicians Damien
Leith and Darren
Coogan performing
timeless
songs
from The Beatles’
treasure trove of
pop history, along with Lennon and McCartney’s
solo careers, Damien and Darren transport the
audience back in time.

Committee member Jacky Willis samples the mulled
wine at the July meeting. Picture: Lorraine Rutherford.

Looking for something a little different?
Chamber Poets is back in full swing after
successful June and July events and
continues to play a key role in supporting
poets in the aftermath of the pandemic.
At the next event, on August 13,
Tru Dowling of Bendigo and Amanda
Anastasi of Melbourne will promote their
latest books, which were published during
lockdowns.
Tru will read from her gripping, verse novel set in
1940s Castlemaine, Butcher, Baker, His-Story Maker
(Birdfish Books, 2020), and Amanda will read her
mesmerising, compassionate, futuristic poems about
climate change from The Inheritors (Black Pepper,

KYNETON TOWN HALL
SHOWS ~ AUGUST

2021). Woodend-based band Black
Forest Smoke will provide musical
interludes.
As with each Chamber Poets event,
one of the highlights of the afternoon
is the opportunity for attendees to
read or perform spoken word in the
Open Section.
The event will be held on Saturday
August 13 at 1pm at the Woodend RSL. Entry is by
donation of $5 or $10 at the discretion of the person
attending and the poets’ books will be available for
purchase.
All are welcome.

Fred Smith and the Urban Sea Shanties
Community Choir, Saturday September 10 at
7.30pm.
This performance is a culmination of months
of choir rehearsals
under the guidance
of choral leaders
Andrew
Price
and Seija Knight,
producing a witty
and moving live
performance with
Fred Smith and his The Urban Sea Shanties
Community Choir in rehearsal.
four-piece band.

To buy tickets call 1300 888 802 or visit
mrsc.vic.gov.au/buytickets.
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YOUNG
BEAT

All together now... all ages in fine voice

Young Voices look
forward to
spring and daffodils

with Asher Kroon
JURASSIC WORLD: DOMINION review
Jurassic World Dominion is the latest movie
of the classic Jurassic Park series. I’ve
heard many people say that it was really bad
and in fact one of the worst Jurassic World
movies, with which I completely disagree.
I was able to watch the movie at the
cinema with my mum and although there
are some cheesy parts, the storyline and
actors make up for it.
The movie is about dinosaurs living on
an island in Costa
Rica and discusses
whether the dinosaurs
are
living
comfortably among
humans or if they
will soon become
the “apex predator”.
I won’t say too much
in case you haven’t seen it, but I can say
that it was action packed and not a movie
you would get bored with.
I wasn’t born when the first Jurassic Park
came out so I sat down and watched them
all from start to finish over the course of
two weeks with my mum when we heard
that the new movie was in the cinemas.
I liked how Dominion pulled in characters
from previous movies and continued the
dinosaur fascination, but each movie in the
series is independent of the others.
My favourite character in Jurassic World:
Dominion was Owen Grady (played by
Chris Pratt). He was my favourite actor
because I liked the way his character acted
and how he would get stuff done rather
than sit around and wait like some of the
other people.
Owen Grady has been in all the Jurassic
World movies since Jurassic World (2015)
while some of the other characters such
as Ian Malcom (played by Jeff Goldblum)
were in two Jurassic Park movies,
disappeared from the series for a little bit,
and then resurfaced in Fallen Kingdom and
Dominion.
Overall, I thought Jurassic World:
Dominion was a good movie and I don’t see
why people have criticised it. I would even
go so far as to say it was the best movie of
the whole Jurassic series.

Jan Goodall conducts the choir.

Cabaret success for
Gisborne Singers
After a three-year hiatus,
the
Gisborne
The
Gisborne
Singers
finally staged their midwinter Cabaret. Held on
July 9 at the Kyneton Mechanics Institute, the evening
was a great success. When their artistic director
and conductor Luke became ill in the week before
the event, the choir was extremely grateful to have
chorister Jan Goodall step up as conductor. After
three practices of the music herself, Jan conducted
with her usual excellence, passion and good humour.
The choir sang music of Elvis (the King) and Queen
with individual choir members performing solos or in
small groups to fill the program. As always, hidden
talent was revealed, with accompanist Anna Zuidland
backing up many and performing brilliantly on the
keyboard. A silent auction and raffles provided great
choir fundraising opportunities.
The choir always welcomes new singers (especially
tenors and basses). Practice will start on Wednesday
August 3 on Symphonia Choralis, a weekend choral
festival to be held in December in Bendigo, culminating
in the full performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony
(Ode To Joy) with the Bendigo Symphony Orchestra.
Expressions of interest are now being taken for
choirs and individual singers. Participant fee (which
includes all workshops and concerts): Concession/
student $150, full $170. Book now on Trybooking at
www.trybooking.com/CAGDQ. For more details, go to
gisbornesingerssymphoniachoralis on Facebook or
email events@gisbornesingers.org.au.
Concert tickets are available through Bendigo
Venues & Events at www.bendigoregion.com.au:
Concession/student $45, full $55.
Choir practice night is Wednesday from 7:30pm
to 10pm at the Gisborne Uniting Church, Brantome
Street, Gisborne. Enquiries: www.gisbornesingers.
Alison Kinghorn
org.au or phone 0408 156 263. 

Singers

Refinance

Term 3 brings with it the prospect of
spring weather and garden colour
after a very cold winter, made
especially miserable by the huge
spike of illness in the community.
So it is fitting that Young Voices of Macedon are
preparing for a performance as part of the Kyneton
Daffodil Festival.
On September 5, under the direction of Polly
Christie and Jess Demare and performing at the
Bluestone Theatre in Kyneton, they will share a
‘salon’ program with the Kyneton Primary School
Choir, performing songs by Australian composer Paul
Jarman and songs from musicals. There will also
be opportunities for choristers to perform solos and
duets and even magic tricks.
Research has shown conclusively that choral
singing boosts confidence and self-esteem in children
and adults. The release of endorphins while singing
gives way to positive energy, and the act of learning
new skills, refining them and being part of a group
also helps to generate improved confidence. These
findings are certainly borne out in the experience
of our young choristers, especially those who may
not have well-developed capacities in areas such as
sport.

Vivos are thoroughly engrossed.
Researchers have also noted that singing in a choir
is a mindful activity, in that it allows one to become
engrossed in the process and the song. In so doing,
it provides release from concerns and worries. And
the experience of our singers vigorously supports
the research finding that choral singing generates
social cohesion and the potential for making lasting
friendships.
The choir welcomes new members from the age
of five. Please visit our website yvmacedon.org.au.
Dianne Gome

Mortgage Choice – Woodend
p 5427 4262
w MortgageChoice.com.au/peter.f.machell

Talk to our team today
Mortgage Choice Pty Ltd Australian Credit Licence 382869
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Fungi by Colleen Mahoney

Members with Sharon Bondy. Picture: John Spring

Spirit of Nature by Sue Steward

Winter pursuit of beauty

The morning was chilly when a seasons in one day. When taking the
small group of Macedon Ranges time to slow down and wander, it is
Photographic Society members met amazing what beauty can be found to
Sharon Bondy from the Macedon photograph.
Cemetery Trust.
At the recent club meeting, guest
Armed with names and locations speaker Greg Boldiston displayed
of some of the more photogenic magnificent fungi photos while
sculptures and headstones, Sharon explaining the intricate details about
walked with members, explaining the individual fungi, heir growth process
stories behind the sculptures; notably and eating habits. Some are parasitic
the Spirit of Nature, a life-size sculpture and are reliant on a particular tree to
of a sleeping woman which marks be able to grow.
Laurie Matheson’s grave, Children at
During fungi season, Greg often
Play and Togetherness,
ventures out into the
marking the Lambert and
forest, often at night, to
Bowery graves.
photograph the colourful
Not focusing only on
and sometimes minuscule
gravesites, the photogfungi; using tent pegs to
raphers captured interattach magnetic torches
esting lines, shadows,
and a dentist’s mirror
trees, droplets, leaves and
he achieves wonderful
even fungi.
images.
The view of Mount
The Macedon Ranges
Macedon
continually
Photographic
Society
Fungi by Sue Steward
changed, with our four
welcome new members.

Gravestone
by Colleen Mahoney

Children at Play
by Sue McBratney
The club generally meets on the first
Tuesday of the month, followed by the
next Monday at Dromkeen in Riddells
Creek.
Social chats start at 7pm with
the meeting beginning at 7.30pm.
Please visit www.macedon-rangesSue Steward
photography.org.au.

ADVERTISEMENT

HE’S HERE
FOR US
Rob.Mitchell.MP@aph.gov.au | 5716 3000

Rob Mitchell MP
Authorised by R Mitchell MP 57-59 High St, Wallan.

MEMBER FOR MCEWEN

Are you experiencing a separation?
Do you need legal advice to help you
at this challenging and emotional time?

03 9070 9856
Call us to arrange
a no-obligation
appointment today
Appointments by Zoom,
Facetime and Skype available.
reception@romermaud.
com.au
romermaud.com.au
Romermaud

Operating in Melbourne, Macedon Ranges, and Bendigo
Property Settlements • Parenting Matters • Divorces
Family Violence Orders • Court Appearances • Married, De-Facto
and LGBTQI Couples and Families • Mediation and Dispute Resolution

We are accredited to provide legal aid services for eligible clients.
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CWA's special celebrations
Though quite a few of
our members are away
on their winter break
at the moment, we
celebrated Christmas
in July after our last
meeting. We also had four birthday
girls in July and we sang an extra
special happy birthday to Edie for her
80th. Kathy made beautiful, decorated
patty cakes for her and we enjoyed a
spread of sandwiches, sausage rolls
and sweets.
A few of our ladies have kept busy
visiting the Wool Show in Bendigo and
the Elvis exhibition also in Bendigo and
an outing to the Elvis movie. Some of
us hope to attend the state Creative
Arts being held in the Tallangatta
Memorial Hall on Friday and Saturday
August 5 and 6. There
will be crafts, knitting,
embroidery, art, cookery,
preserves, dolls and
more on display and it is
always encouraging to
Christine
see the best in the state.
Edwards

OBITUARY

Geoff Young

Geoffrey Edgar Frank Young
1936-2022

Our four birthday girls, Maria, Kathy,
Kerrie and Edie.
Our next meeting is August 8, at
10am at Gisborne Secondary College
Stadium, with coffee, craft and chat on
August 15.
Christine Edwards

Geoff was born in Bristol, England,
the youngest of four siblings. He
grew up in wartime Plymouth,
one of the most bombed areas of
England, and he had many a tale
about going to their bomb shelter
at the bottom of the garden and
singing songs with the family to
pass the time.
He attended primary and
secondary school in Plymouth
and later Bristol University. Geoff
took up employment with De
Havilland Aircraft Co in Hatfield,
Hertfordshire.
Geoff became involved in a
local amateur theatre group as
stage manager and ended up
being invited to a member’s 21st
birthday. It was here that Geoff met
Christine. Christine had booked a
passage to New Zealand but this
didn’t affect the relationship. Geoff
followed her and they married in
April 1960 at Te Kuiti on the North
Island, where they also established
their first home. Geoff worked for
Bennett Aviation Ltd later called
Waitomo Aircraft Ltd.
After they left New Zealand for
Australia in 1965 the family first
lived in Brighton, then in 1966
moved to Strathmore to be close
to Essendon Airport, but when
Tullamarine Airport was underway,
they bought land in Daly Street,
Gisborne, in 1970.

Geoff and
Christine got
involved
in
the Gisborne
community
immediately.
They joined
the Gisborne
Bushwalking
Geoff Young
Club, Probus,
the Cemetery Trust, Braemar
College working bees, Men’s
Shed and a men’s cooking group.
Years later, Geoff started his own
business, Gisborne Aeronautics,
often working alongside friend Bob
Naylor. He often flew with Christine
in his Cessna after he got his pilot’s
licence.
They have three children,
Paul, Stephen and Megan, six
grandchildren, Kathryn, Matthew,
Daniel, Andrew, Ben and Kelly, and
two great-grandchildren, Asaleah
and Leticia. Geoff and Christine
visited many countries including
England, New Zealand, US, British
Virgin Islands, Fiji, Hong Kong,
Thailand, Bali and all Australian
states and territories. Geoff's
hobbies and interests included
sailing, glider flying, metal turning
on lathes, woodwork, music,
jigsaws, reading and family time.
Geoff passed away on July 7 and
his funeral was held at St Paul’s
Anglican Church, Gisborne, on July
12 for internment at the Gisborne
Cemetery.

PALESTINIAN FILM NIGHT
PLUS

Palestinian Film Night

Special Guest with Q&A Session: Senator Janet Rice

31 Sauer Road New Gisborne

18 Gisborne Gazette August 2022

SATURDAY 6th AUGUST
Central
Victorian
Friends of Palestine will
screen two short films
from leading female
Palestinian directors in
Kyneton on August 6:
The Present and Like
Twenty Impossibles.
The cost is $20, and
the screening will raise
funds for the Australian
charity Olive Kids, which
Mary Moloney Theatre,
supports Gazan families
Sacred Heart College,
in need. Senator Janet
94 High Street, Kyneton.
Rice,
the Australian
Arrive 7:15pm for 7:30pm start
Greens spokesperson on
Buy your tickets via Trybooking
foreign affairs, will attend
and will hold a Q&A
between the films.
Venue: Mary Moloney Theatre at Sacred Heart College, 94 High Street,
Kyneton, 7:15pm to 9:30pm.

Celtic seminar finally on (we hope)

WHAT'S ON
AT GISBORNE
LIBRARY?

Several events for Family History Month
August is Family History
Month.
The
Gisborne
Genealogical Group will
be running a number of
activities during this time.
On Saturday August 6 there will be a Workshop
‘Making use of Local History with Genealogy’,
presented by Lynley Hall.
It will be held in the Family History Room, adjoining
the Gisborne Library, from 10am till 12 noon. Cost is
$10 for GGG members, $15 for non-members.
On Saturday August 27 we are holding a Celtic
Day Seminar at the Uniting Church, Brantome
Street, Gisborne, starting at 9.30am. There will be
three sessions:
‘The Celts, Cornwall, and the Cornish in Australia”
presented by Lynley Hall; “Scottish Kirk Session
Records” presented by Joy Roy and “You can’t
research Irish ancestors – all the records were lost –
WRONG!” presented by Susie Zada. Each session
will be preceded with harp music played by Dr Fran
Thiele. The afternoon will conclude with a question
time followed by afternoon tea.

This special seminar for Gisborne has had to be
postponed the last two years due to COVID, so the
group is very excited that (fingers crossed) it will go
ahead this year. Cost is $20 for GGG members, $25
for non-members.
Bookings are essential. Please contact Lorna
Jackson on 0402 091 034 or lorna_jackson@
bigpond.com to book for these events.
Members please note – there will be no Thursday
night monthly meeting in August.
The Family History Room will be
open each day prior to the Seminar
– Monday August 22 until Friday
August 26 from 1pm-4pm when
volunteers will be available to help
with your research queries.
At any other time, the room is
Lyn Hall
open for research on Tuesdays
10am-1pm, and Thursdays 2pm-5pm. Winter is a
great time to do your family history research!
You can find more details about the group on our
website, www.ggg.org.au
Lyn Hall, President

Probus join Elvis crowds at Bendigo
Gisborne Probus Club
We took a trip down
memory lane for our
June outing when
we went to the Elvis
Exhibition
at
the
Bendigo Art Gallery.
In all, 27 Probus Club members
travelled to Bendigo by bus and we all
got to get a glimpse into the private
life as well as the more public life of
Elvis the musician and entertainer.
The exhibition included many
costumes, clips of concerts and
appearances
that
could
only
previously
be
experienced
by
travelling to Graceland. It was a
surprise to many of us that Elvis was
much shorter than we expected going
by the wonderful costumes from his

appearances in Las Vegas. However
due to the exhibition's popularity we
did experience some overcrowding
viewing all the items on display.
After the exhibition we enjoyed a
tasty lunch at the Golden Vine Hotel
before returning home.
If you want to learn more about
the Probus Club of Gisborne you are
very welcome to join us on the first
Thursday of the month in the Gisborne
Community Hall (old Senior Citizens
Room) at the Gisborne Community
Centre, Hamilton Street, at 10am.
For further information you can
contact our President, George Peart,
on 0419 610 811.

PRO HEDGE TRIMMING
Tree & Garden Services

Dianne Egan

Elvis costume at the
exhibition.

DIARY DATES
August: National Family History Month
August 8: Dying To Know Day
August 10: Movie Club, Nomadland, 1pm
August 13-21: National Science Week
August 16: Be Connected – Intro to Family History
11.30am
August 20-26: Children’s Book Week

Be Connected: Intro to Family
History – Tuesday August 16,
11.30am-12.30pm, Gisborne Library
Learn how to get started with researching your
family history using library resources such as
Ancestry, Find My Past and Trove.
Be Connected is an Australian Government
initiative aiming to enable everyone to use the
internet and everyday technology so all can thrive
in our digital world.
The session is free but bookings are essential.
Book online via the website (www.goldfieldslibraries.
com) or phone us on 5428 3962.

Home Library Service
Do you find it difficult to get to the library due to illness
or disability? The library is able to arrange regular
deliveries of fiction and non-fiction books, large
print books, talking books, DVDs and magazines.
Temporary deliveries after hospitalisation are also
available.
More information can be found at www.ncgrl.vic.
gov.au/homelibrary or phone us on 5428 3962.
Georgia Emonson

BOOK LAUNCH
A new book by Gisborne resident Keith Hallett
will be launched this month.
Railways and Australian Identity is an exploration of the influence of rail on the Australian
soul and the contribution that rail has made to
our national character.
It will be launched at the Gisborne Library on
August 16, at 6.30pm for 7pm. All welcome.

HOUSE KEEPING SERVICES
GENERAL CLEAN - DETAILED CLEAN
WINDOW CLEANING/TRACKS /FRAMES
FLOORS / CARPET CLEANING

CATHRYN

0455 344 188
0426 177 180

bfg3636@outlook.com

Registered Independent Aged Care Cleaning Support

POLICE CHECKED - INSURANCE
ABN 622 740 580 36
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LOCAL HISTORY

www.gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House  4 Hamilton Street
Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm  Phone 5428 1450
e: history@gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

Gisborne Old Boys ’ and Girls ’ Association
'

F

rom the inception of the Gisborne
Old Boys Association in 1912-13,
one of their objects was to promote the
higher education "of some deserving
Gisborne boy or girl”.
The chief objects of the association,
as per its constitution, were
● To hold an annual reunion of Old
Gisborne Boys.
● To unite and encourage good fellowship among Old Gisborne Boys.
● To assist young Gisbornites.
All boys who were born or attended
school in the original Gisborne Shire
and local residents 40 years of age or
upwards, or those who had lived in the
district for 25 years, were eligible for
membership.
The annual subscription of two shillings and sixpence (about 25 cents)
was payable in April each year.
"The office bearers of the Association shall consist of one President,
three Vice-Presidents, one Secretary,
one Treasurer, five Members of Committee, to be elected at the annual
meeting to be held in April," the rules
of the association said.
"The Committee shall have control
and disposal of the funds of the Association and shall have absolute power
to carry out the objects of the Association...
"The decision of the Committee
shall be final on all questions that may
arise as regards the eligibility of applicants for membership and they shall
have the power to expel any member
who shall misconduct himself."
The inaugural Old Boys’ Committee
comprised several well-known local
identities. The President was George
Cherry (born 1858, son of the founder of Cherry's butter churn factory),
Vice-Presidents Charles Martin (born
1840, a long-time Gisborne butcher),
John Gardiner (1849, who founded
the Gardiners' garage business as a
blacksmith) and James Francis Crow
(1861, a South Gisborne farmer).
The committee consisted of James
William Robertson (born 1856), Thomas Walsh (1866), William Brady and
Henry Kettle Bertram (1845). The
Treasurer was Humphrey Campbell
Dixon (1868) and Secretary Harry
Macedon Hussey (1861).
The Historical Society is fortunate
to have in its possession the original
Autograph Book in which most of the

'

On 29 November 1912, a group of former residents of Gisborne met in Melbourne to consider the idea of an 'old boys'
organisation. The following year a meeting was held to form
the Gisborne Old Boys’ Association, with a Melbourne Branch
for those who had left the district and a Gisborne Branch for
those still resident.

First officebearers and their year of birth.

Dr George Edward Cherry, first
president of the Association.

Framed photograph of Thomas Ferrier Hamilton
commissioned by the Old Boys and Girls.

Old Boys signed their names and recorded their dates of birth and in some
instances, others have subsequently
pencilled in their death dates.
In 1914, the Old Boys were entitled
to bring their wives to the yearly event
and by 1933, women had been permitted to join as Associate Members

and the name had been changed to
the ‘Gisborne Old Boys’ and Girls’ Association’.
In January each year, the association held a gathering in Gisborne that
included a meeting at the Mechanics
Institute, for which they paid rent to
the shire, a sports day on the Island

Old Boys Association annual photo, taken in Hamilton Street, possibly 1923
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Reserve followed by a concert at night
(again in the Mechanics Hall). Each
year they also gathered for a group
photograph, taken by a professional
photographer to record all those in attendance, a complete set of which is
held by the Historical Society.
A later meeting of the Old Boys’ Association decided to fund a series of
portraits to hang in the Mechanics Institute. The initial subjects were Henry Kettle, John Carre Riddell, William
Robertson, Thomas Ferrier Hamilton,
Michael Brady and Ross Watt. Plates
were to be attached to the frames with
their names and other portraits were
to be added in subsequent years. The
Historical Society has the framed portrait of Thomas Ferrier Hamilton.
The Old Boys also determined
to award book prizes to the value of
five shillings to a dux of each of the
local schools: Gisborne, Bullengarook,
Couangalt, New Gisborne and Macedon, with St Brigid's being included
later. A request from Mount Macedon
State School was declined due to a
lack of funds.
In 1931 Jim McGregor, son of Jack
McGregor, was chosen as the dux of
his school. In 1932, Charles Flack, former long-time member of the Historical Society, was chosen as dux and
received a book prize and in 1933,
known recipients were Frank Heard
and Jack McPherson, son of Archie
McPherson whose family were proprietors at Macedon House.
To be continued next issue

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS
Considering membership of the Society? Membership of the Gisborne
and Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society provides the following benefits:
● Free access to the wide range of
the society’s assets including –
- Extensive library and range of
photos
- Maps relating to the previous
Gisborne Shire
- Histories of many early local
families and
- Objects saved and collected
over the years
●  Free assistance with private
research
● Four newsletters per year.
Non-member research costs $35.
Individual membership is $25 and

REFLECTIONS
Warwick McFadyen

A 13 billion-year-old view

Gisborne's old courthouse. Access is still
available on the side road despite the
current closure of Hamilton Street for
roadworks.
couples $27.50.
The historical courthouse which
houses the society is open on
Wednesdays from 9am to 4pm.
The adjacent gaol and stables are
open daily from 10am to 2pm.

All roads lead to... somewhere
Loaded up
signposts like
this were a
common sight
in country
towns in days
gone by. This
one, pictured
in the early
'70s, stood
at the corner
of Aitken and
Hamilton
Streets
opposite the
Telegraph
Hotel when
the Calder
Highway still
ran through
the middle
of town and before the fountain was resurrected at this intersection. Gisborne
was still very small then, but with the opening of the airport at Tullamarine in
1971, growth occurred on this side of Melbourne. Many people who settled in
Gisborne in the 1970s were pilots / flight crew or associated in other ways with
the airport.

About 200 years ago, William Blake
wrote:
To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.
Suddenly, two centuries is but the
wink of an eye. These past days I
have been, if not holding infinity in
my hand, zooming in and out of the
closest thing humankind has come to
it – an image of the universe from 13
billion years ago.
It is not far from here – all things
being relative – to the Big Bang,
says NASA, who with the aid of
the European Space Agency and
Canadian Space Agency revealed
images in July from its James Webb
Space Telescope of the deepest
pictures taken of time and space in
the universe.
The moon landing seems so very
far away. I don’t know of course if
infinity goes beyond the Big Bang.
Maybe it’s the first and last station.
Maybe it’s Schrodinger’s cat. Maybe
beyond the Big Bang there’s a bigger
bang. But the flares of light were at
once wondrous and beyond awe.
How to absorb their meaning of light?
The Blakeian vision of a world in a
grain of sand was, it turned out, too
modest by several thousand galaxies.
NASA says the telescope’s view of
the thousands of galaxies out there is
a sliver of the universe – about “the
size of a grain of sand held at arm’s
length by someone on the ground”.
So what does that make you and
me against this horizon? Insignificant
is too little a word. There’s solace,
though, in that each of us holds a
world with its own gravitational pulls,
pulses and pulsars, its dark matter.
It’s our own private universe which we
create both in a reactionary way and

on a whim.
As Walt Whitman wrote in Song
of Myself: “Do I contradict myself? /
Very well then I contradict myself, (I
am large, I contain multitudes).”
Looking into the cosmos of 13
billion years ago has two effects.
One is to inspire awe in this vast
indifference of heaven (to quote
Warren Zevon) and the other is to
appreciate the multitudes within the
soul, one of which is the capacity to
have faith.
Some will say this is a blessing;
others call it a curse. But on this
speck of life, this dot, a creature has
developed a survival mechanism and
called it belief. Beauty comes from it
and so too barbarism. Our universe is
not all or nothing. It has points of light
and pools of darkness.
Of cosmic knowledge, NASA says
this: “More is unknown than is known.
We know how much dark energy there
is because we know how it affects
the universe’s expansion. Other than
that, it is a complete mystery. But it is
an important mystery.
“It turns out that roughly 68 per
cent of the universe is dark energy.
Dark matter makes up about 27 per
cent. The rest – everything on Earth,
everything ever observed with all of
our instruments, all normal matter –
adds up to less than 5 per cent of the
universe.”
In the face of such a minuscule
ratio and immensity of time, how
much space does a smile take up in
the universe? How much that hand of
kindness, those words of love?
Why, it’s obvious. Everything.
So I look at images that have taken
13 billion years to travel to me, and
hum some Joni Mitchell: “We are
stardust / billion-year-old carbon.”
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HEALTH   & WELLBEING
Share coffee and a chat
with Village Connect
Village Connect is a new service for older
people provided by the Macedon Ranges
Shire Council.
As part of the program, a free coffee
event is being held for older residents, their families
and carers from 2 to 3pm on Thursday August 18 at
Gisborne Collective, 10 Robertson Street, Gisborne.
Come along to hear about how Village Connect
can help you stay socially connected. Enjoy a chat
with others in the local community and enjoy a free
cuppa and cake.
Registration is essential. Contact Abbey Brown by
phone 0409 915 760 or email villageconnect@mrsc.
vic.gov.au

Are you a carer?
Join us for a casual stroll to connect with nature and
other carers through Pathways for Carers, part of the
Village Connect program. The group meets once a
month for a walk along the Campaspe River Trail in
Kyneton and enjoys morning tea together afterwards.
Our next walks are Friday August 5 and September
2, 9.45am (meet at the Barry Doyle Rotunda in
Kyneton). This is a free event. For catering purposes
please RSVP your attendance.

Shedman Max (left) hands the hosereel back to CFA Captain Henry Neal.

Men's Shed restores historic
CFA hosereel
The latest project to leave the Gisborne
Men's Shed is the historical CFA
competition hosereel. This is typical of a
design developed well over a century ago
although this particular hosereel is not
quite that old …. but nearly!
To retain the heritage significance, the
restoration brief was to repair and restore
the original components rather than
replace any.
So after copious quantities of elbow
grease (does anyone under the age of 60
know what that is?), the only new materials
added were the various paint finishes.
This hosereel will soon be part of a

heritage display at the Gisborne CFA
Station.
There is always some sort of restoration
activity going on at The Shed. Sometimes
it’s fixing items of equipment but mostly it’s
about restoring ourselves and we reckon
we’re pretty good at both.
Drop in during the morning of any
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday to see
our old Heritage Shedmen on display and
we’ll show you how our daily restorative
process starts with a teabag and a
Dad Joke, a procedure not yet formally
endorsed by Heritage Victoria.

25% off gym and aquatic memberships
If you have been thinking about getting
active during winter now is a great time
to join Council’s gyms or aquatic centres.
From now to August 22, 25% is being
offered off all memberships, including gym,
gym/swim, swim-only and aqua aerobics.
One membership per customer. No
further discounts apply. For information
visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/25OFF

Youth Mental Health First
Aid Community Courses
Learn how to help young people
experiencing mental health problems by
participating in one of Council’s awardwinning Youth Mental Health First Aid
courses.
The 14-hour program teaches participants first aid skills to give initial help to
young people who are in a mental health
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crisis or in the
early stages of
a mental illness.
The course covers various mental health
problems experienced by young people
and is delivered using case studies, films
and group discussions.
Dates, times and bookings:
● Youth Mental Health First Aid course,
Romsey Community Hub, Saturday September 17 9am-5pm, Monday September
19 and 26, 6-9pm.
● LGBTQIA+ Youth Mental Health First
Aid course, Kyneton Town Hall, Saturday
August 20 and 27 9am-5pm.
The cost is $37.50 for residents within
the Macedon Ranges Shire, and $190 for
all other individuals.
For information call 5422 0333 or visit
mrsc.vic.gov.au/Youth-Mental-Health

Tradies mental awareness breakfast
HALT [Hope Assistance Local
Tradies] and PS My Family Matters
are hosting a Tradies mental
awareness breakfast at Benton’s
Plumbing Supplies, New Gisborne, at
9am on August 19.
The event is sponsored by the Bendigo Bank and
Benton’s Plumbing Supplies.
“The event aims to raise awareness of anxiety,
depression and wellbeing amongst the tradie
community,” said Tamara Wilson, president of PS
My Family Matters.
“This is an information session to support tradies
in their mental health journey, whether they are
living with mental illness personally or supporting
someone in their family or community as a mate or
direct carer. This is a great opportunity to get some

information from people
that have been there and
walked in their shoes.”
There
will
be
a
presentation by Jeremy
Forbes, founder and president of HALT. Burgers and
bacon and egg rolls will be served and there will be
information packs available.
“We wish to thank the Bendigo Bank and Benton’s
Plumbing Supplies for their generous sponsorship,”
said Tamara. “These types of events ensure that we
can have open, honest conversations about mental
wellness issues.”
Benton’s Plumbing Supplies is at 31 Sauer Road
in the New Gisborne industrial estate.
For further information please call 0475 269 965 or
email psmfm@outlook.com

Submitted by Mike Hamer

Managing the beast of chronic pain
The Merri Community Health Service in Coburg has
launched a new chronic pain management service.
Merri Health accepts patients from the Macedon
Ranges. It is a free, multidisciplinary chronic pain
management service offered in a flexible model of
care including face to face and online consultations
for both individual and group-based services.
The chronic pain service provides individual appointments as required with:
• Senior pain physiotherapist
• Pain psychologist
• Care coordinators
• Pain consultant doctor
• Referral to other Merri Health professionals or
groups such as: dietitian, aquatic or exercise groups
(fees may apply to these).
Available group sessions are
• Two-hour introductory ‘Understanding Pain’ education session,
• Six-week ‘ReConnect Pain Management Program’
• ‘Five Weeks with Mindfulness Meditation’ group
program
Merri Community Health says that patients can
expect from the treatment to take an active, lead
role in their pain recovery, and says that passive

treatments such as hands-on therapy may provide
temporary relief, but evidence shows that an active
approach, based on skills and movement, has more
success in the long term.
It provides an individually tailored coordination of
its services to best address patients' physical, mental, emotional and social needs.
Patients will learn about pain and pain management skills and strategies, and be coached in how to
apply them actively to their lives.

Exercise and the
brain
I don’t know about you, but I’m finding it really
hard to motivate myself to go to the gym or get
outside and exercise during the winter months.
It’s cold, it’s wet, and sitting on the couch under
a blanket watching Netflix must surely make me
feel better than sweating it out in the gym, right?
But is it really? This started me thinking about
the effect of exercise on the brain. Every time
that I make the effort to get myself dressed in
my workout gear, drive to the gym, and finish
my 45-minute workout, I just feel such a sense
of achievement and euphoria
(despite the feelings of
absolute exhaustion at the
end of it!) that I wonder what
I was even thinking when I
considered not going.
This euphoria is due to an
increase in endorphin levels,
By Julie
known as the “runner’s high”,
Ireland
the body’s natural hormones
that are released when we
A regular
exercise and that boost our
article about
physical energy level.
But the euphoric feeling we general health
feel during exercise making us
feel more energised is not the only great thing
about exercising regularly. As well as the obvious
benefits, such as reducing the odds of developing
heart disease, stroke and diabetes, as well as the
mental health benefits, researchers suggest that
physical exercise is essential for brain health.
They have found that exercise can be a key
factor in prompting functional new cells to be
produced in the memory and learning centre of
our brains. This means that exercise has the
potential to ensure that human cognitive function
is maximised throughout our lives to build a
brain “buffer” which can contribute to delaying
the onset of neurodegenerative diseases such
as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease. Mind
blown! This is certainly providing me with the
incentive to get up off the couch and go to the
gym!
Maybe if I keep up the exercise I’ll be able
remember where I left my mobile phone and my
car keys for a little longer!
Take care of yourselves, everyone.
Julie

Mobile pool and spa service








Business Advisory
Accounting and Taxation Services
Superannuation
Audit and Assurance
Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Corporate and Administrative Services

17 Nicholson Street
Woodend
T: 03 5427 8100
E: info@lmck.com.au
www.langleymckimmie.com.au

• Over 20 years’ experience
servicing pools and spas in the area.
• Maintenance, pumps, filters,
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.
• Specialising in water and energy efficient
technologies.
Call Daniel

0416 289 898

dan@smartpoolservices.com.au

Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage
Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon
By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr $90
½ hr $55
Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted
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BETTY'S
BOOP

With Betty Doolan
So much has been happening at the Gisborne
Oaks. A lovely lady, Jean Hitch, had her 100th
birthday. Gisborne Oaks put on a lovely birthday
party. The LEP room was decorated with flowers,
balloons, lots of lovely food and, of course, a delicious birthday cake which we all shared eating.
For Jean this was the first party with more to
come with family and friends. Many thanks to all
who made this wonderful day for Jean. A special
thanks to the lovely person who is leaving large
bunches of balloons at the front door.
Residents celebrated Bastille Day with a
French menu. The food was good with crepes
suzette as the sweet. Thanks must go to the staff
in our kitchen for the special food.
Gisborne Aged Care has made arrangements
for church to return, with services in the front
lounge and the lovely ladies from St Brigid’s have
also returned to residents for Communion. No
matter what religion you practise, church can be
a great comfort to our residents.
Another lovely lady to celebrate a birthday was
Joan Beever – who is known for making handbags – who celebrated her 96th. Joan still knits
and can often be seen at Bourkie’s Bakehouse in
Woodend. Joan’s daughter Heather made trays
of beautiful food which Joan shared with the other residents.
I had a pleasant surprise this week with a lovely lady Margaret Pace who gave me a Betty Boo
statue and a Betty Boo number plate. Like me,
Margaret is doll happy and we enjoyed talking
about dolls all afternoon.
Residents were treated to a wildlife afternoon.
Wombats were nursed. Snakes were held. I am
not sure about the snakes, but everyone enjoyed
the birds, dogs, cats and the rest of the animals.
Betty
Stay safe and warm, 

Wild animals
at the Oaks
Vince from Aussie Wildlife
Displays visited the Oaks on
July 21, eliciting plenty of 'oohs',
'aahs' and the occasional 'eek!'
from residents and staff.
The tactile experience brought
laughter and memories. Lifestyle
coordinator Kim Brcan reported
the residents were much braver
than the staff.

Tai Chi classes
U3A offers lifelong learning,
physical activity and social and
community interaction primarily
for members in the third age
of life. U3A no longer operates in Gisborne, but
membership of Kyneton U3A is open to all senior
residents in the Macedon Ranges.
One of the most popular activities is tai chi.
Former Macedon resident Lindy Connell teaches
the beginners' class. Lindy joined U3A to do tai chi
many years ago. Very grateful to the encouraging
and patient teachers, she completed training with Dr
Paul Lam and now teaches tai chi for arthritis and
fall prevention. She also takes a seated class at RM
Begg Nursing Home.
In addition to the beginners' class, U3A also offers
an advanced course with Jill Shaw, who practises
Sun, Yang and Qi Gong exercises.
Tai chi classes are held on Tuesdays at 2pm at
the Uniting Church Hall in Kyneton.
Further details can be found on the website
(u3akyneton.org.au), by email at info@u3akyneton.
org.au or by calling John or Roni on 0439 360 763.
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FOR THE GREEN THUMBS
News from Daly
Nature Reserve

Tactical
Tawny

Did you know that
September
1
is
National Wattle Day?
As early as 1912, Mrs
Blanche Ross Watt
(daughter of one
of Gisborne’s early
European
settlers)
and her daughter
Betty handed out
sprigs of wattle in
Melbourne to raise
funds to build the
Ross Watt Children’s
Hall in New Gisborne. Bright yellow wattles gladden
In 1992 the Gov- the heart.
ernor-General,
Bill 
Picture Irene Perkin
Hayden,
declared
National Wattle Day to celebrate the national floral
emblem. There are more than 600 species of wattle
throughout Australia, varying from prostrate ground
covers to large forest trees.
They thrive in UL Daly Nature Reserve. You will
see golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha), silver wattle
(Acacia dealbata), black wattle (Acacia mearnsii)
and Bacchus Marsh wattle (Acacia rostriformis) to
name a few. Follow the tracks and stroll through the
woodland of the Reserve, listen to the birds, and
look out for small floral delights that will emerge with
warmer weather.
Come and join our
friendly working bees,
good company in the
fresh air. We’ll meet at the
Scout Hall, 9.30am, Tuesday August 9. And pencil in
Saturday September 10. We are planning something
special in the Scout Hall as part of our AGM.
Committee nominations are being accepted now.
Enquiries dalynaturereserve@gmail.com
Friends of Daly Nature Reserve

Richard Perkin
snapped this tawny
frogmouth enjoying
the winter sun
in Gisborne last
month.
The native
frogmouth species
hides easily in
the bush and is
frequently confused
with owls as they
look similar and
are both nocturnal.
Tawny frogmouths are more closely related to a
kookaburra.

Invitation to 'Gardens for
Wildlife' info session
Wednesday August 17, Woodend Community
Centre, 6pm
Would you like to attract more butterflies, birds, reptiles and mammals in your yard? Come along to hear
about the Gardens for Wildlife project, how to improve biodiversity and attract more birds and other
animals to your property.
Council would like to establish an ongoing group
of volunteers who are passionate about biodiversity and would like
to contribute to the
program
roll-out
across the region.
To register, visit
m r s c . v i c . g o v. a u /
gardens-for-wildlife

What's been
happening at the
Garden Club
Hello folks! Now that winter has set in
in earnest, I am happy to report that the
Mid-Winter Lunch by the Garden Club
went off a treat! Over 40 club members
turned up at the Masonic Hall in Gisborne
to lunch on six excellent soups prepared by the club
committee, not to mention many savouries and cakes
brought in by members.
I, for one, had little desire for tea that night. In addition to the hearty fare, we were entertained by an
excellent presentation by Paul Kirkpatrick of horticultural company Gardenacious fame on “The wonderful world of plant collectors” as well as the opportunity
to buy from his extensive range of gardening hand
tools.
Judging by the volume of hand tools purchased, I
expect club members to be fully equipped and ready
for the coming spring planting season.
Though we expected to hold the AGM during the
Mid-Winter Lunch, it was decided to postpone our
AGM to the October club meeting at which time all
committee positions will be declared vacant and a
new committee will be elected for the following year.
Club members are encouraged to nominate for the
committee.
By popular acclaim, our vice-president, Peter, will
continue to publish his monthly club newsletter that
members look forward to reading. The newsletter
provides interesting horticultural information as well
as items of upcoming club activities and is distributed
by email to members.
The Gisborne Garden Club meets at various venues on the second Wednesday of each month and
you can contact me, Bernhard Sucher, on 0424 038
474 for more details. Stay warm, dry and COVID free!
Bernhard

Warrina Aged Care & Retirement Village Open Day- 18th Aug at 12PM
LOW MAINTENANCE LIVING THAT´S CONVENIENTLY CLOSE TO EVERYTHING
YOU NEED, AND HAS JUST WHAT YOU WANT - INSIDE AND OUT.

Notice of
Gisborne
Foodbank
AGM
Tuesday
September 6 at 7pm
Gisborne Uniting
Church
23 Brantome Street.

The spacious open plans include a full kitchen with dishwasher, plentiful bench space and ample
cupboards, attached garage and onsite parking for visitors. Dine inside or step through the sliding doors to
your private courtyard, which you can also access via the side gate. Pets are permitted.
•
•
•
•
•

Ageing in place
Next door to medical centre
Activities & Lifestyle Programs
On-site Aged Care Facility
24 Hours Nurse Call

2

1

Free information session and display home tour at
176 Station Rd, New Gisborne, VIC, 34381st Floor Conference Room.
Tea, Coffee and Light Refreshments provided
Thursday 118th Aug at 12PM

1

For Sale from $420000
View as advertised or by appointment

Warrina Aged Care
Phone 03 5428 1348

ALL WELCOME
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PETS
Vet Talk

With local vet Dr Caitlin Horwood-Skelton

sphygmomanometer does not have the sensitivity
required. The next step is to nurture a relatively
High blood pressure can be a significalm cat, to allow multiple readings to be taken
cant concern in cats. It is often aswith a cuff placed on the leg or tail.
sociated with another health disorThe “white coat effect” is a phenomenon in
der such heart disease or abnormal
which the stress of the event itself can artificially
function of an endocrine system such
raise blood pressure while it is being measured.
as hyperthyroidism.
Gentle handling and patience for the patient’s
Consequences of hypertension can affect
feline feelings are in order.
anything from vision loss with retinal detachment,
With prior knowledge of clinical information from
to reduced quality
blood tests, and
of life, and kidney
some meaningful
function failure.
pressure measureThe good news
ments we are now
is that we can
armed with the
measure, and hence
capacity to treat
potentially treat it.
and improve the
The bad news is
outcomes for cats
that it’s a bit tricky
suffering
from
trying to convince
hypertension.
your cat of this.
That
usually
To
measure
means a better
blood pressure in
opportunity
for
cats we need to use
these cats to live
a Doppler device, as
their nine lives to
the standard human
the fullest.
High blood pressure can be a concern in cats.

What’s with the scary white coat?

"Comparison
is the thief
of joy,
Mittens."

"Dad, the
team feels
your feeding
leadership is
lacking."

Caddick
Designs

Building Designers
Registered Building Practitioner

www.caddickdesigns.com.au






Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges
Building Advice
New House & Extension Designs
Commercial & Industrial Design
Planning Permit Processing
Energy Rating & BAL Reports
To advertise in the Gazette, email
gisbornegazetteadvertising@gmail.com
or call/text Patsy on 0401 810 581
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I wonder what this training business is all about…

Macedon Ranges
Obedience Dog Club
July new members was cool but not
wet. We had a total of 26 new puppies join us.
Training is important to both you
and your pup.
How do we teach pups acceptable behaviour?
Before starting what do you want them to know?
Basic commands such as “sit”, “down”, “come” and
“stay” are the most used.
Many people start with puppy school, often run by
vets and pet stores, but where to next? This is where
dog obedience comes in, either at home, a private or
group class. It’s the next level in training.
Training at home is a great way of getting to know
each other, forming a lifetime bond. Be consistent
with your training; treats for good work is a great
motivator, but it is not the only way. Leading by
example/positive reinforcement can be a better
option. Pups love attention and using verbal praise
will strengthen your bond.
Taking a group class when they meet the
requirements will provide a safe environment to
learn from a trained instructor, giving the pups the
opportunity to socialise with other dogs and people.
The better socialised your pup, the better behaved
they will be in public and at home.
Have fun, be patient with your puppy – you’re
both learning. It’s new to them and they will make
mistakes but be calm, encouraging, patient and
positive.
Visit our website www.macedonrangesdogclub.
org.au, Facebook page or email
info@
macedonrangesdogclub.org.au and we will contact
you.
Carol, Instructor/Treasurer MRODC

KIDS' CORNER
jokes & riddles
What vegetable gets its name from a
dog?
A collie flower.

spot the difference
Can you find 10 differences between the two images? After that you
might like to colour in Eliza Ransome’s fun drawing.

1

QUIZ

What is the rocky layer of planet
Earth called?

2

Which city is further north,
Sydney or Perth?

The first thing my dad made in his
workshop was a mess.

3

Which sweet food is made with
the cacao bean?

Knock, knock. Who’s there?
Lettuce. Lettuce who?
Lettuce in, it’s cold out here.

4

A famous poem by Edward Lear
is The Owl and the …....?

By mistake I plugged my electric
blanket into the toaster. I kept
popping out of bed all night.

5

In Australia, Merino sheep are
grown for which product?

6

What do you call a champion iceskating chicken?
Poultry in motion.

Eucalyptus trees are also known
by what three letter name?

7

How can you tell if there is an
elephant under your bed?
Your nose will be touching the
ceiling.

True or False: The femur is the
largest bone in the human body.

8

What sort of musical instrument
is a Steinway?

9

Waiter, I can’t eat this meat. Where’s
the manager?
That won’t help sir. He can’t eat it
either.

Diamonds are a crystalline form
of which element?

10

What sort of fruit is a Red
Delicious?

What do you call a flying policeman?
A heli-copper

All in the family

Answers on page 39

All sorts
of traditions
pass down
through families
including some we
highly approve of
like volunteering to
deliver the community
newspaper to your
neighbours.
The July Gazette
came out during the
school holidays and two
longtime distributors
did their runs with
their grandchildren.
Thanks, everyone,
for supporting the
Gazette.

Val and Kevin Jarred with their grandchildren.

Trevor and Di Harper’s grandchildren Pippa and Ollie deliver the Gazette.
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SCHOOL'S IN

Proudly sponsored by
ALAN PERRY, BJ JP
'Spirit of the community'

My, how you've aged
Fresh young faces were replaced with wrinkles, grey hair and
walking sticks as the Foundation students at New Gisborne
Primary School celebrated their ‘100th Day of School’ recently.

Classrooms were buzzing with excitement as students
participated in many fun activities involving the number 100.
These included counting collections of 100 items and
writing about what they would buy if they had $100. Popular
responses included Ferraris, lollies and toys.
The Foundation students certainly looked
adorable as the 100-year-old versions of
themselves, and it was an enjoyable day for
students and staff alike.
Kylie Miller

Wristbands to
celebrate
NAIDOC Week.

Gisborne celebrates
NAIDOC Week

Max

Chloe

In July at Gisborne Primary School we
learnt about NAIDOC Week, which
stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee.
NAIDOC Week happens in the first
week of July and is a way to celebrate
and recognise the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We learnt about this across the school by making
posters, creating yarning sticks, learning about
Indigenous musicians, creating a Manna Gum leaf
wreath, listening to stories and going to websites
to find information on Indigenous people and their
culture.
We also raised money for Indigenous resources
by selling wristbands with Indigenous art on them as
well as lanyards for the staff.                                                               
Justice P, Year 6 Writers’ Club

George

Isabel

Arley

St Brigid's Confirmation report

Year 2 students Tate Simmonds and Abby Boorman
proudly display their work during NAIDOC Week in a
photo that made it to State Government NAIDOC Week
media.
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On Friday July 15 and Sunday
July 17, the Year 6 students
S Brigid's from the St Brigid’s Parish
received their Confirmation at
Saint Anne’s Church in Sunbury.
Sponsors, friends, and family came to support the
candidates making their Confirmation.
We were well prepared and we thank the teachers
of St Brigid’s and Holy Cross for preparing us so
well in receiving this Sacrament. Being so prepared
allowed us all to feel comfortable and stress free.
During the service, Father Vin asked us about the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, described the Lord and how
we can be more a part of his holy family. We listened
to some of the gospel stories and we reflected on
God and his word.
We wanted to finish this by saying a huge thank
you to Father Vin who stepped in for Bishop Terry
Curtin who was unable to make it. Also a big thank
you to the choir who sang some beautiful songs and
Gospel Acclamations on our very special day.
We are indeed ready to live out our call to be
changemakers in our world.
Jade Murone, Amelia Henry and Matilda Wills
Year 6 St Brigid's

Sebastian,
Jeremy, Xavier,
James, Matthew,
Dash at their
Confirmation.

Sarah and
Jade

SCHOOL'S IN

There's winter
garden bounty at
Holy Cross
At the end of the last term, Lyn from
Bunnings visited Holy Cross Primary
School. Together we planted snow
peas and Brussels sprouts.
To keep them safe and growing
strong over the school holidays, the
children made miniature greenhouses out of old
plastic bottles. These helped the plants grow despite
those frosty mornings!
In our garden, we have a range of food growing,
including broccoli, cauliflower, silver beet, Brussels
sprouts, snow peas, mint, lettuce, rocket and celery.
The children at Holy Cross have also been
learning all about bush tucker foods and exploring
indigenous plants of New Gisborne.
Watch this space to see what other wonderful
creations we have in store for the second half of the
year.
Caitlyn Blake
Outdoor Education Teacher

CAPTAIN'S RAP
with Oscar J

Our friendly scarecrow.

Beckham Bullen with the mini
greenhouses.

The Preps prepare fresh produce for sale.

Collaborative
and hands-on
learning
The whirr of the drill and rasp of
sandpaper filled the air, joined with
chatter and laughter, as a selection of
middle years students from Sunbury
and Macedon Ranges Specialist
School, amicably referred to as ‘the
Bullengarook kids’ collaborated with
the Year 12 VCAL students at Sacred
Heart College Kyneton to build a
Students of the combined Sacred
wooden table earlier this year.
Heart and Bullengarook class show
Conducted
over
their handiwork and inset, two students
three busy sessions,
collaborate on a small table.
our
Bullengarook
guests were each
teamed with Sacred Heart mentors
to follow the building process from
beginning to end.
These partnerships developed
Sometimes people, and kids, need a recharge, just
during each weekly session, allowlike a battery. The holidays can provide the fuel to
ing skills such as leadership, comrefresh ourselves, and get ready and energised for
munication, trust, and friendship to grow and exwhat is to come.
pand. Practical, applied skills were also taught and
One way to recharge is to spend time with
nurtured, fully embracing learning and engagement
friends and family. This will help spark your battery,
in a meaningful way through such an authentic,
making it more energetic and working more
shared experience.
efficiently. When we spend time with our friends
This VCAL project combines many elements of
and family it makes us appreciate the relationships
personal development and work-related skills at a
we have at school. It also makes us excited to get
senior level; but if you ask any of the students inback after holidays, and to see our friends.
volved, they will tell you the benefits run deep, and
Another way to recharge our batteries is by
the joy is keenly felt.
going away somewhere. When we are away, we
I’m sure all will agree the final products look fanlearn new things, have new experiences and spark
tastic. Congratulations to all involved.
our curiosity about the world. It creates new ideas

ollege

And we’re back. From Year 7
to 12, students are packing
their school bags, adjusting
to the morning alarm again,
and for some, scrambling to
finish the neglected holiday
homework that has been sitting in their bags since last
Oscar J
term.
However, for many Year 12s, the break was
a great opportunity to not stop, but take a quick
breather and cool down, before we enter our
final term of classes, and getting ready for the
looming end of year exams.
Before the term concluded some of our Year 9
students got the opportunity to visit the Victorian
Space Education Centre. While technically
located in Strathmore, those who attended felt
as if theyhad visited our favourite neighbour in
the solar system, Mars. The students got the
chance to participate in a mock Mars exploration
mission, and efficiently completed the 12-month
mission over the course of a day.
Now the members of the Earth in our Universe
class, will confidently say they are prepared to
be the future colonisers of Mars, James Webb
telescope repairers, and explorers of the solar
system.
Back on Gisborne earth, the Year 9, 10 and
11 Environmental Science classes got to take
part in the Wild Action Zoo incursion and were
fascinated and also terrified of the animals they
got to encounter.
That just about wraps it up for now, and we’ll
check back in next month.

Fun at Youth Space Woodend
The Woodend Youth Space has a packed Term 3
with plenty of activities. From movie nights to DJ
workshops and street art sessions, there is something for everybody. The Youth Space is at the
Woodend Neighbourhood House (47 Forest Street),
and is open to all young people aged 12 to 17. Open
4pm to 5.30pm every second Wednesday and free.
For information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/youth-spaces.

Holidays a great chance to recharge

Jennifer Baldwin

and curiosity in our minds, that we
can take back to school.
Finally, another way to recharge
our battery is sports. Sport and
exercise can pump energy into our
battery, enhancing its power and
strength. It also helps us to have
a reason not to sleep in and get up in the morning,
ready to get some important physical activity. This
helps us get back into energising events such as
sports, production and PE once we are back at
school.
Holidays help us charge up, fueling our power
and energy, ready for the term and year ahead.
Eliza Ransome, Year 6 Mt Macedon Primary School
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SCOUTING
Guides hold their
promise ceremony
Gisborne Lightning Girl Guides
were excited to be able to hold
a Promise ceremony for several
members who joined the Unit
earlier this year.
Mabel, Tilly and Bonnie stated the Guide Promise in front of their parents and the other Guides and
were presented with their Promise badge and sash.
Unfortunately Emmy was unwell and missed out but
will be presented with her sash soon.
Patrol leaders Tayla, Alice and Madison were
presented with their stripes whilst Isla, Hollie and
Zara were chosen as patrol seconders.
This term we are pleased to welcome Lucy and
Emily to the unit. The girls have decided to work
on their scissors badge this term and will undertake
several craft activities. During August
several members of the Unit will be
attending the
River Region
camp at Riddells Creek.
If you are
aged seven
or older and
would like to
come and try
Guides, then
phone
Deb
on 0409 542
619 to arrange a
visit.
We meet on
Thursday
nights
between 5pm and
6.30pm.
Tilly, Bonnie and Mabel at their
Deb Fleming

Proudly sponsored by
Bruce Ellis, Chiropractor

Watching a
launch.

Rocket fans from

1st New Gisborne
brave the cold.

New Gisborne
Scout group
As Term 2 drew to a close, some hardy Scouts travelled to the Serpentine Rocket Range. Despite a few
anxious periods waiting for blue skies, we had excitement with some spectacular launches.
In mid-July, we joined the Macedon Ranges
Scouting family in farewelling our fellow Scout Tom
Stockdale in a moving service at Braemar College.
Tom was a fine young man, a Queen’s Scout, a
Cub Scout Leader, a friend and example to all. Tom
helped as a cook at our very first camp in 2014 and
will always be remembered.
Venturers Maya and Harrison are busy planning
for the presentation of their hard-earned Queen’s
Scout awards on August 6. We look forward to
the statewide formal presentation ceremonies at
Government House later in the year.
We continue work on our Scout Hut project.
Donations for the fit-out made through Scout HQ are
tax-deductible and most welcome.
We meet on Wednesdays, 6:30–8pm, Venturers
on Fridays. Contact Group Leader “Skipper” (0450
922 787 or johnfrearson@mac.com) to learn more.

Promise presentation. Absent: Emmy.

Treetops Scout Camp
Treetops Scout Camp in Riddells Creek
wants more Scouting friends.
Perhaps you have good
memories of your time
in Scouting and camps
at Treetops, or you'd
like to help around the
camp with maintenance
tasks. If that's the case, we
would love to have you along to help.
Join our team of enthusiastic volunteers. Anyone who wants to contribute to the ongoing
activities is welcome and trade skills are appreciated. We meet every Wednesday for
workdays where volunteers come along and
lend a hand, with a light lunch supplied. Note:
Standard adult Scout requirements apply.
Please contact Peter on 0413 392 821 if you
are interested.
30
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Macedon-Woodend Cub Scouts and leaders with Gisborne Bendigo Bank director Karen Clifford (second from left).

Macedon-Woodend Scouts celebrate
Macedon-Woodend Cubs and Scouts celebrated
this month with the official handover of six large
camp tents from the generous Autumn Fund issued
by the Community Bank Gisborne and District, part
of Bendigo Bank.
The tents, which sleep six children each, are vital
pieces of camping equipment required by the Group,
which has experienced a rapid membership rise this
year.
The children plan to put the tents to good use with
district camps on the horizon as the weather warms.
Our leaders were most happy to greet Karen Clif-

ford from the board of Gisborne’s Bendigo Bank –
the generous Community Bank funding allows them
to concentrate on providing an exciting program for
their youth, instead of purely fundraising for essential
equipment.
The group prides itself on getting our members
out in the great outdoors as often as possible with
camps all over Victoria. We are extremely grateful
to see our local Bendigo Bank branch is keen to help
our children receive the best possible experience
that scouting can provide.
Jane Walduck

Glenlyon area delights bushwalkers
The cold weather is a great time to
go out for a walk – just need to rug
up appropriately. The Gisborne
Bush Walking Club organises interesting walks every month and
all newcomers are welcome.
Glenlyon, well known for the old European
trees along the main street and its general store,
was the location for our first walk in July. The
frosty morning did not deter 19 walkers from joining Shirley to walk around this interesting location.
The terrain was mostly easy going with a few
steeper sections to ensure walkers received a
workout. A morning tea break at the local mineral
springs allowed a tasting of the water.
We then walked to the picturesque Loddon
Falls for lunch in welcome sunshine. This is an interesting geological and botanical area especially
along the Loddon River with the large imposing
rock walls on either side. It was great to see some
new faces and others who are about to join our
club.
Club members are also willing volunteers with
many involved in Friends of the Macedon Ranges Park (FOMRP) which is held on the second
Wednesday morning of every month. Parks Victoria assigns duties to the volunteers, who work
to their own level clearing the many walking paths
as well as plantings and light maintenance to ensure that the general public can enjoy our parks
safely.
All volunteers are welcome and membership
of the Bushwalkers is is not required. If you’re interested in coming along on any of the mornings,
please contact Ken at fomrpcoordinator@gmail.
com.
For information about the club, please call either Margot on 0438 260 792, or George on 0419
610 811. Or check out our website: www.gisbornebwc.org.au.
Janeen Edward

Walk

Conglomerate Gully
Riddells Creek

Distance: Approx 3 km
Level: Easy/Medium
This is a great scenic walk. No special footwear is
required, average runners are fine, a hiking pole is
advised as the single width track is stony in places
with some short but steep gradients.
The reserve is named after the rock formations
in the area.

Nigel Tarr (left), George Peart and Brian Smith.
Celebration day included the book launch and a
presentation of Life Membership.

Walkers celebrate club’s
40th anniversary
The Gisborne Bushwalking Club enjoyed a day of
triple celebration on July 17.
Fifty club members, including six of the original
members, gathered at the Pig and Whistle in East
Trentham to honour 40 fabulous years of walking,
and to take part in the launch of a beautiful book
detailing the official history of our club.
And the very first Life Membership was bestowed by the club.
Nigel Tarr is pictured above holding a copy of
the book GBWC A Tribute to 40 Years of Walking.
He spent 12 months ploughing through newsletters, minutes and photo albums to compile this
most entertaining and picturesque history of the
club, which he says is "a tribute to fellowship and
adventure". Thanks Nigel, it’s a great read!
George Peart, our current president, presented
the Life Membership certificate and plaque to Brian
Smith who, as one of our
founding members, has a
wealth of information and
great walks, and is still
leading walks to this day,
even though he claims
after each trek, that "that
was the last one". Congratulations Brian!
The delicious cake The fabulous cake
was made and decorated
by Hendy O’Toole, a longstanding member.
Margaret Muehlheim

A rocky outcrop on the walk.
GETTING THERE
From Gisborne, drive to Riddells Creek township.
Turn first left into Merrifield Street. Turn left into
Somerville Lane and right into Melvins Road. Fork
left at Wheelwrights Road and follow this road uphill
until it starts to turn sharp right. Park here for the
start of the walk.
Follow the single-width track adjacent to the
fence line until reaching a kissing gate – through the
gate an information board is situated and a bronze
plaque indicating the route. The path is well defined
and has markers along its length.
A fork in the trail starts the loop part of the walk –
the usual way is to go to the left. This brings you to
a small bark shelter and the start of the impressive
conglomerates. Further along is a viewing platform
and then further still, a detour to the left to the
waterfall.
Retrace your steps to the path, continue generally following the line of the creek. Eventually the track
turns to the right and away from the creek, returning
to the fork point.
Retrace the route to the start point.
The walk length can be increased by starting lower down Wheelwrights Road. The Ramblers usually
park at the intersection of Royal Parade (a grandiose name for a dirt road!).

Hello from the Ramblers
Trust you are all managing to stay warm and dry in
this seemingly endless winter. It is probably just a
feeling that seems more real as the years advance.
On one rare sunny day, I took the chance to check
out a recently opened track on Mt Macedon. This was
from near the Memorial Cross down what is known
as the goat track to Hoods Track, and returning via
Clyde and Cameron Tracks. After the recent rains,
this route was a quagmire, quite slippery in places.

This led me to suggest to anyone who is bush
walking to consider their personal safety. Most walkers who consider themselves to be reasonably experienced will carry a personal locator beacon (PLB).
This is a walker’s version of the marine EPIRB. For
the less frequent walkers, perhaps downloading the
Emergency Plus App to your smartphone is a great
option. This app now provides your location using the
‘what3words’ to give your position within nine square

metres anywhere on the planet. Phoning these three
words in an emergency could save your life.
I have added a local walk (Conglomerate Gully,
above) which you may care to try. This is a great but
short walk, through some spectacular scenery.
If you would like more details of the Ramblers and
our walk plans, please email gisramblers@gmail.
com and information will be supplied.

Charles
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SPORT IN PICTURES

U13 – Giants Silver v Giants Orange, July 17

U17 football – Macedon v Gisborne Rookies, July 17
U13 Giants
Silver v
Giants Orange,
July 17

Young tennis player Juliette Debrincat has notched
up another win since joining Scott Vaughan at
Macedon Ranges Tennis Coaching at the beginning
of the year. After winning an under 14 Championship
tournament at Geelong in January, Juliette added the
AMT tournament at Melbourne Park to her wins in
the school holidays. Juliette’s family say that Scott’s
dedicated coaching has played a huge part in her
achievements so far this year.
Scott is also club coach at Macedon Tennis Club.

U13 – Gisborne Rookies v Lancefield, July 17

Reserves – Diggers Rest v Macedon, July 2
U11 MRNA netball – Possums v
Rebels, July 17

U15 –
Gisborne
Rookies v
Melton,
July 10

B Grade
netball –
Diggers Rest
v Macedon,
July 2
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U13 – Gisborne Rookies v Eynesbury, July 10

U13 – Rookies v Romsey, July 17

U15 MRNA netball –
Possums v Riddell, July 9

B Grade
netball –
Woodend
v
Macedon,
July 9

SPORT IN PICTURES
U11 MRNA netball
– Possums v Rebels,
July 17

Senior football
– Gisborne v
Strathfieldsaye,
July 23

Pictures by Chris Fleming
Below:
U19 football – Gisborne v Strathfieldsaye,
July 23. Harry Luxmore takes the mark,
flanked by Phoenix James (below) and
James Gentles (right).

Senior
football –
Woodend v
Macedon,
July 9

Senior football – Woodend v
Macedon, July 9

U13 MRNA – Saints v Rebels,
July 17

B Grade – Gisborne
v Strathfieldsaye,
July 23

Macedon v Romsey,
July 17

U13 MRNA netball, July 23

U13
MRNA –
Possums
v Rebels,
July 23

A Reserve – Gisborne v
Strathfieldsaye, July 23.

B Grade – Gisborne v Strathfieldsaye, July 23.
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Football-netball
clubs finally get
MND day
After 12 months wait, the Gisborne football and netball community finally got to
hold their MND day on July 24. Although
not as big as originally planned, the day
was a great success, adding funds to
last year’s contribution that now sees
the tally raised for charity FightMND to
over $105,000.
A big thank you to the Bendigo Bank
Community and District for their wonderful contribution to the day and to all
the volunteers, especially those who reluctantly volunteered to be dunked.

Warmer fun was also on offer at the event.

Protected from the balls thrown to unseat
the volunteers, Rookies coach Nathan
Young and Giants coach Kelly du Kamp are
about to be dunked.

Pictures by Paul Rovere Photography

Jodie Bannan, Gisborne Rookies JFNC president

Riding the moveable feast
with Ulysses
The Victorian Breakfast
Club (VBC) has grown
as part of Ulysses and
regularly joins our Macedon Ranges Branch
(MRUB) in Gisborne for breakfast at
one of the many fine eateries.
For around 10 years now, they
have gathered for breakfast at various towns around central Victoria and
beyond, every second Saturday of the
month.
Recently some members of MRUB
took the opportunity to catch up with
them for breakfast at Murtoa, where
the sun shone through on a winter’s
day. It was a great opportunity to meet
members from other branches across
the state, with about 40 in attendance.
So, if you’re looking for a
white-knuckle knee-down adrenaline
fix, you might keep looking. The Ulysses Club is, however, a fantastic,
mature social group with the extra adventure that motorcycles bring.
Our Ride Calendar is full of monthly Saturday lunch rides and Sunday
trips, plus special annual events, and

Pets can join the rides too! Picture: VBC
Wednesday road rides. Here’s a great
chance to make new friends with a
common interest!
Rug up and say hello at the Saturday morning Tyre-Kick in Gisborne,
and check us out online at www.mrub.
org.au or join us on Facebook for the
latest news. 

Matthew Dridan

Last light at Lauriston
lake... just one more cast
After work, I was at Lauriscramping from the fight.
ton lakeside. The light was
As I got it closer to the
getting dimmer; off home
shore the fish saw me
soon, just one more cast.
and went for the deep.
After another dozen “one more
Another 15 minutes (and getting dark)
casts”, I hooked the weeds yet again.
before I got the fish in again. The fish
This time, I couldn’t get my “Tom
had the power and size and I really
Jones” fly free.
didn’t want to break the tippet.
As I moved along the shore trying
By the grace of the fishing gods, I
to free my fly unsuccessfully, it felt like
was allowed to land it. Then the barbmy line had some pressure on it. I let
less hook freed itself with the fish still
out some slack and noin the net (a terrifying disticed the slack was takcovery).
en up. Thinking that was
I measured and weighed
weird, I lifted my rod and
the fish, 69cm but unfortutightened the line and the
nately exceeding the limits
other end of my line deof my 8lb fishing scale. Afcided it was going elseterwards, I returned the fish
‘Tom Jones’ fly.
where. No acrobatics,
to the lake and watched
so I was resigned to
it slowly return to the
having caught a good
other side of the weed
size carp.
bed alongside which I
I finally got to see
had hooked it.
the golden side of a
For more informabrown trout after 20
tion on the Calder Fly
minutes trying to land
Fishing Association visit, increasing my anxit www.calderflyfishing.
Stephan’s brown trout
iety tenfold, my arm before its return to the lake.
com.au  Stephan Toman

Where to find our organic sourdough this August...
LOCAL RETAILERS
Gisborne Foodworks - Wednesday to Saturday
Riddells Creek Foodworks - Thursdays
Macedon IGA - Fridays
Mt Macedon Trading Post - Thursdays
Apples & Sage - Thursdays & Fridays
Mountain View Garlic - Thursdays
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MARKETS
Woodend Farmer’s Market
Saturday 6th August - 9am-1pm

Riddells Creek Farmer’s Market
Saturday 20th August - 9am-1pm

SPECIAL: limited run Spitfire Wholewheat
Crumpets available at Farmer’s Markets only
throughout winter! Pre Order via website!

PLUS MANY RETAILERS ACROSS
THE MACEDON RANGES!
www.millettroadmaker.com.au

Proudly sponsored by Rob Mitchell
Federal Member for McEwen 1300 701 966

AROUND THE GROUNDS
It’s all about the Spark
Team experiences

The newly fenced arena at Bullengarook Pony Club.

Showjumping Day returns in August
The annual Bullengarook Pony Club Showjumping
Day will take place at the Bullengarook Recreation
Reserve on Sunday August 14.
This is the first time the event has been able to
take place since 2019 due to the pandemic and is
a great opportunity for local riders of all ages to get
back into competition. There will also be fun and participation-focused freshman’s activity for junior riders
to help build their skills and experience. Entries are
open online via eventsecretary until August 8.
Recent upgrades to the equestrian facilities with
new arena fencing will help in managing a safe event
in the beautiful bushland setting. Club secretary
Lisa Commadeur acknowledged the support of the

Macedon Ranges Shire
Council, Bullengarook
Adult Riders Club and
Gisborne
Community
Bank (Bendigo Bank) in
making these upgrades
possible, as well as the local business community in
supporting this year’s showjumping event.
The Bullengarook Pony Club holds rallies the first
Sunday of each month. For membership enquires
or further information, head to the club’s Facebook
page.
Rob Challis

South Gisborne club coach
Mario Matejcek has welcomed into the Spark coaching team a very experienced
player/coach in Jeremy Beale.
Jeremy started playing tennis at age seven, quickly advancing to playing tournaments around Australia as a junior. On turning 18, Jeremy went overseas
and spent the next seven years playing in the ATP
Pro tours throughout Asia, Africa, Europe and America. One of the many highlights of Jeremy’s competing was to play in a wild card tournament before the
Australian Open.
Mario has trained with Jeremy and the coach/
mentoring relationship is now a valued friendship.
Jeremy lives by the motto “Early bird catches the
worm”! Hence, he is up at dawn to greet the day.
Anyone interested in playing tennis or being
coached can contact Mario at info@sparktennis.
com.au. I am looking
forward to seeing Jeremy on court around the
club.
Members, don’t forget the AGM will be
held on Wednesday
August 31 in the clubrooms. This is your
opportunity to have a
say or volunteer to assist on the committee
for the following year.
We look forward to
welcoming some new
faces. All information
on www.sgtennisclub.
Mario Matejcek and Jeremy
com.au
Beale.
Gail Scott
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AROUND THE GROUNDS

Golden Boule
round 2 win

Mt Macedon scores
with ladies again
Community Clubs Victoria recognises MMGC’s
successful ‘Ladies Get into Golf@MMGC’
program.
“Congratulations again on being judged in the 2021-22 Club
Awards as the Best Sports
Community Club. According to
the judges, with the large number of nominations
from across the state, being named as a finalist is
no mean feat.” This accolade follows Golf Australia’s
monthly Visionary of the Year award presented earlier for the Ladies Get Into Golf program. Coordinator
Bruce Fraser and his Sunday volunteers continue to
engage the ladies through a regular Sunday modified ambrose competition.
Despite a depleted field due to adverse weather
conditions and in the absence of the club’s reigning match play champion,
congratulations to Ian ‘Oils’
Flannery on his July Mug o’
the Month stableford win.
The June monthly medal
will see a playoff between
Mike Hoiles and Sean
Smyth who both returned
net 69s.
As the new membership year has begun, we
invite readers to consider a membership at ‘Our
Hidden Treasure on the July Mug o’ the Month,
Mount’. Categories include Ian Flannery
Juniors, Students, Couples
and Concession as well as seven day a week full
membership. Six-month summer memberships commence on October 1. Membership fees remained unchanged.
The course is open to green fee players seven
days a week. Competition restrictions mean the
course is open to visitors on Wednesday after 12
noon and Saturdays after 2pm.
Visit our website at www.mtmacedongolfclub.
com.au or our Facebook page for up-to-date information and reports. 
Walrus

Earthmoving for the new driving range at Gisborne Golf
Club.

Gisborne Golf Club
The Gisborne Golf Club is aiming
to take the club towards becoming
a golfing destination.
First came the leasing of the
food and beverage service to
Timeless Catering and the introduction of the bistro
which have been highly successful. It is good to see
functions back in full swing (pardon the pun), with the
relaxation of the pandemic regulations.
The first stages of drainage works have been
completed and will be ongoing, as will irrigation improvements to the course.
Earthmoving equipment began the earthworks
stage of the new driving range construction on July
15.
This new facility of mats and grass teeing for the
extended range and a necessary new tee for the 13th
hole is scheduled for completion on October 1.
Two major events were completed in late June
and July. The Ray Keane 4BBB knockout final was
won by Phil Tsamados and Mark Belcher. Mark, it
should be said, rejected the idea that Phil was a
very in-form player and pointed out that he (Mark)
had very sore shoulders from “carrying” his partner
through the final.
The two-round Captain’s Trophy was won by
Steve Goodwin with 78 points, from the (young in
form) James McKibbin with 74 points. Great wins to
all players.
The ladies are currently playing to win the Gisborne Gazette trophy and the results will be featured
in the next edition.
Peter Barker

Female coach
needed

Chilly boys on a frigid Ranges morning: John Dawson,
Peter Sinclair, Steve Barrow.
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Gisborne CC is looking for expressions of interest for a female coach to help with our successful
girls’ cricket program and to complete their pathway by starting up a women’s senior team to play
in the GDCA.
Applicants would need a background in cricket
playing and coaching, the energy to help our current girls’ cricket structure and the contacts to begin a women’s team from within our community.
This would be a paid position and we would only
be interested in female applicants.
For more information please contact Jim
Hynes at jimhynes@iinet.net.au.

Mt Macedon Petanque Club has
had two competitions recently.
On July 16, the club was host
to the Ballarat Petanque Club
in Round 2 of the Golden Boule
winter inter-club tournament. The
home club won 20 points to 10 after three rounds of
doubles and triples.
Ten players for each club played in good spirit in
cold conditions, although the forecast for damaging
wind fortunately did not eventuate. The third and final round of the tournament for MMPC will be played
on August 13 at Maldon.
On July 10, Mt Macedon went to Woodend to play
in the inaugural Rock and Ranges Ashes Tournament, the brainchild of the Woodend Hanging Rock
Club. Under sunny skies at their new grounds at
the old racecourse, the competition was good and
it was a tight finish. Woodend Hanging Rock ended
up winning with a small delta advantage. The trophy
designed by Woodend Hanging Rock member Rod
Gell contained the ashes of old cochinnets (jacks)
that were ceremoniously ignited on the day.
New members are always welcome to our club.
Wednesday playdays are held from 2-5pm at our
grounds behind the Ampol Service Station in Gisborne. Coaching sessions for those wanting to improve their skills are held from 1-2pm on the Wednesday falling on the same week as our Saturday
sessions. Saturday playdays run from 10am-1pm on
the second and fourth Saturdays. COVID-safe policies remain in place. For enquiries please go to our
website, mtmacedonpetanque.org, and for updates
visit our Facebook page.
Alison Kinghorn

Dave
Almond
in action.
Alison
Kinghorn
looks on
mid-piste.

Cricket training starts
August 17
Gisborne Cricket Club is starting preparations for
the new season following a very successful 2021-22
season.
The Dragons will be boosted by the return of club
great Jarryd Vernon, who will captain the McIntyre
Cup first X1 side. New recruit Leigh Brennan will be
a great acquisition as he joins the club as a top line
bowler from Brunswick. With established stars Mick
Allen, Pat McKenna, Jason Wilson and Jay King on
board and our many talented young cricketers, it
looks promising again for the Dragons.
Pre-season training starts on August 17 and will
be on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings until
further notice. Contact Andrew Headberry 0425 763
999 if you would like further information on training.

Greater Western Water
sets its focus
Communities, customers and
caring for Country are central
to Greater Western Water’s
approach to delivering essential water and wastewater services across our region.
These focus areas were identified through the
launch of our 2030 Strategy which coincided with
Greater Western Water’s one year-anniversary, following the integration of City West Water and Western Water in July 2021.
Managing Director Maree Lang said the first GWW
strategy shows how the organisation will manage the
challenges of population growth and climate change.
“We’re creating a more liveable region and supporting projects to help our diverse communities
thrive economically, socially, environmentally and
culturally,” she said.
GWW Senior First Nations Adviser, Aunty Kym
Monohan, said a highlight of the strategy was GWW’s
commitment to healing and caring for Country.
“One way we pay respect to Country is through
our commitment to reaching net zero carbon by 2030
and leading the way towards zero waste through
solutions that will benefit the land and waterways”,
she said.
The GWW strategy was developed with input from
customers and traditional owner groups from the
Kulin Nation.
The Strategy can be viewed at the Greater Western Water website, gww.com.au.

Like to play a game for brain research?
Monash University’s BrainPark wants to
better understand how decision-making –
the mental processes that happen when
you acquire knowledge, understand, experience, and think about things – affects
behaviour, habits, and wellbeing.
BrainPark is a world-first research clinic dedicated to using neuroscience to create healthy
habits, brains, and communities. The clinic’s team is
developing digital assessment tools and lifestyle and
technology-based therapies to improve Australians’
physical, mental and brain health.
BrainPark’s latest study, the Decision-Making
Study, aims to investigate how decision-making
styles affect behaviour. The research is trying to pick
apart what makes us different, and how this may impact our likelihood of developing unhealthy habits.

To help answer this, the BrainPark team
have developed interactive games that
measure aspects of decision-making. These
games will eventually form part of a mobile
application the team hopes to make publicly accessible so the general community can
gain insights into their own decision-making
styles, but we need your help!
We are recruiting 45-65-year-olds to participate
in the Decision-Making Study. The study involves
completing questionnaires and games, broken into
three one-hour blocks across three days. You will be
reimbursed with a $45 e-gift card for your time.
To express interest, scan the QR code or go to
monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8861rfpf7Rtv6rc The BrainPark team looks forward to hearing
Sashka Samarawickrama
from you. 

Webinar: Climate-proofing sports for the future
6pm Monday August 15, online
Sport plays an important role in all our lives. We are
fortunate to have sporting clubs in Macedon Ranges
leading the way in future proofing sport for this area.
Join us for this free online webinar to hear how you
can make changes for sustainability at your club.
Annabel Sides from Green Planet Sports will
highlight helpful tips to improve club practices for a
sustainable future.
To register, go to mrsc.vic.gov.au/futureproofing-sport

CROSSWORD Words starting with the letter ‘I’

brainbuster

Questions compiled by Graeme Millar
ACROSS
1 Winner of the 2021 Caulfield Cup.
3 To make better.
5 Town situated between Mildura and
Red Cliffs.
11 Not having made a valid Will.
12 Capital city of Pakistan.
13 Contrary to law; unlawful.
14 The Ganges is the most sacred river
in this country.
16 In type, letters that slant to the right
are said to be in …............
DOWN
1 Birthplace of Sir Reginald Ansett.
2 Since 1948, the name of the Jewish
state in Palestine.
4 To consume by fire. To burn to ashes.
5 Once called Constantinople, now
called …...........
6 A family of lizard native to tropical
areas of Mexico.
7 Reykjavik is the capital of this island
country.
8 What nationality was Leonardo da
Vinci?
9 A young person in law: a person
under the age of 21.
10 A person who travels from place to
place.
14 Which present-day country was once
called Mesopotamia?
15 Which word is both a flower and a
body part?

1. Which New Zealand city is nicknamed “The Windy City”?
2. Which two elements make up
water?
3. What is the largest living bird?
4. In which year did television transmission commence in Australia?
5. Which plant is opium derived
from?
6. What is a baby hedgehog called?
7. New Orleans is the birthplace of
which style of music?
8. Numbers grouped in a table to
reduce complicated calculations
are known as what?
9. What is the tallest mountain in
Africa?
10. Name the Australian state with
the longest coastline.
Answers ►p39

Answers ►p39
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THE CHURCHES

Sponsored by Anglican Parish of Gisborne ■ Uniting Church in Australia
■ St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gisborne ■ House of the Rock Church, Gisborne ■
Gisborne Church of Christ ■ St Brigid’s Parish

Down but
definitely not out

Mark moments,
not dates
On the first of this month (August), thoroughbred
horses in Australia had their official birthday.
Of course, not all horses are born on this day.
The date has been chosen for standardisation of
horse events. The date is 11 months after the beginning of September when the warmer weather results in mares coming into foal.
While not many will celebrate on August 1, we do
look forward to the second Monday in June. Even
for republicans, the Queen’s Birthday weekend is
something to be enjoyed.
But why this date? It certainly has nothing to do
with the breeding cycle of royalty!
Starting in 1748, Trooping the Colour was held
on the monarch’s actual birthday. However, Edward
VII’s birthday was in November and to save his
troops and horses having to parade in the cold and
dark, declared his official birthday to be in warmer
(in the UK) June. Monarchs since have maintained
this arrangement.
In the church, we too hold celebrations and commemorations on ‘convenient’ days.
The best-known example is the birth of our Saviour being remembered on December 25, even
though there is no historical evidence that this is the
day he was born. And every Sunday is a celebration
of the great Easter event.
My wish is for you to enjoy marking significant
events regardless of when they occur, even in chilly
August.
Fr Alan Smith

June Thornton receives flowers and cards for her big
birthday.

Celebrations at
Mt Macedon
The 90th birthday of June Thornton was celebrated
on Sunday July 10. A bouquet of native flowers and
cards signed by members from the congregation
and the Thistle Club were presented to her
during a family lunch.
June has been a member at Mount
Macedon Uniting Church for many
years, and a lifetime churchgoer alongside her husband Eric. She had a lovely weekend
with a party with extended family and friends on Saturday and the family lunch on her birthday.
The congregation is enjoying a new Roland digital piano which was delivered during July to replace
the old 1980s JVC organ. The organ had developed
some faults and parts are no longer available.
The new digital piano has many features, including both multiple piano and organ styles. It also has
several recorded tunes and USB and Bluetooth connections as well as earphone and speaker outlets.
Being a standard piano keyboard, it is more easily
playable compared to the split keyboard organ.

Neil Tweddle, 5426 2045

Gisborne Uniting Church
Recent news reports have noted a decline in adherents for two significant
Australian institutions. One is the peak
body for Australia’s secular religion, football; the other Australian churches. Perhaps a consequence of these COVID years, attendances at
football matches are down, so are attendances at
churches.
Like many other congregations Gisborne Uniting
has seen dwindling numbers. Of the previously almost mandatory life markers - baptism, weddings
and funerals – only the latter remains a constant of
church and community intersection.
Rather than fall into a ‘slough of despond’ (a lovely phrase gifted to us by John Bunyan), our Gisborne
members prefer to ‘accentuate the positive’ (thanks
to Bing Crosby). Recently this included holding a
Hymnfest with the guidance of expert local D’Arcy
Wood followed by a lunch of
homemade soups, the work
of three of our best cooks.
The Gisborne congregation also joins with others A welcome awaits at 27
across the Macedon Rang- Brantome St (opposite
es. The Woodend church Gisborne Village
hall is now the venue for Shopping Centre).
its very popular Op Shop.
The church itself has developed a Faith Community
which gathers on Monday afternoons. It also houses meetings of Rural Australians for Refugees. And
if you fancy a trip to see the Riddell geese you can
also check out the large book borrowings available
at the Riddell Uniting Church (3 Sutherlands Road)
each Wednesday morning from 9.30-1pm.
‘Church’ has never been simply a standalone service on a Sunday morning and it is not now, although
it would be a pleasure to welcome one and all to our
9.30am service each Sunday. 

Janet Wood

St Brigid’s restores historic artworks
Everyone is welcome to come
and see the newly restored Stations of the Cross at St Brigid’s
Church.
Fr Vinoth Santiago lead a
busy team over the weekend of July 24 and 25 who
cleaned the oil paintings, rewired the backs and restored the framework.
The 14 stations depict Jesus’ day of crucifixion and
were painted 100 years ago by an artist with the initials L.M. They were donated by Miss Bridget Flanagan in 1926 in memory of her parents.
If anyone knows the name of the artist or more history of the works, please let the Presbytery know

S Brigid's

Kathryn Aprile cleans a station.
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Kathryn Aprile, 0404 340 892

Fr Vinoth Santiago, Andrew Dunne, Lynne Scott, Kathryn
Aprile and Neville Spiers under the cleaned, brighter
Stations of the Cross.

From the pages of the old Gisborne Gazette

100
YEARS AGO

(NB Copies of the old Gisborne Gazette from
1922 are not currently available to examine. Other
newspapers are substituted.)

AUGUST 1922
Council Matters - A water trough is to be
erected in the street in New Gisborne. Permission of Macedon Water Trust to be sought
for supply of water.
A reward of £5 is to be offered for information leading to conviction of persons damaging fences at bridge approaches and the like.
Letter to Editor - £100 for a Good Road:
Action should be taken to open up the beautiful Blackwood Forest, west of Gisborne
and Macedon, via Bullengarook... There are
scenic splendors throughout this few miles
of primeval forest, with its mountains on the
skyline, its rivers and creeks, its eucalypt and
numerous native shrubs and climbing vegetation. The bird life includes parrots of several varieties, galahs, cockatoos and grey and
black magpies. To connect the Castlemaine
Road at Macedon with the Bullengarook
Road at Gisborne ... would only necessitate
about five miles of forming and metalling. I
would willingly give my cheque for £100 towards the construction if the Country Roads
Board would undertake the work. Yours, etc.,
Ada Belinda Turnley, Coles Book Arcade,
Melbourne.
from The Herald, Melbourne, 15 August 1922

Cycling - September 16th will be devoted
to long-distance club racing and on the 23rd
September the 86-mile race round Mount
Macedon has been arranged by the Victorian Traders.

from Advocate (Melb.), August 31, 1922
Gisborne Creek - In the early days when
gold was found in nearly every accessible
Victorian creek, Gisborne was a noted place
for diggers on their way to and from goldfields, and many a tale is told of fights with
bushrangers who lay in wait for the lucky diggers returning. When the railway was built,
the station was located at some distance
from the old town, so that New Gisborne
sprang up around it. For modern tourists
however, Gisborne provides a halting-place
in the midst of romantic country at the foothills of Mount Macedon.
New Gisborne is 1526 feet above sea level and is cool and refreshing in the hottest
weather. Two miles from the railway station
towards the Mount is the Baringo Creek,
which junctions close to the road with Turritable Creek, a small stream of sparkling water having its source in springs at the Cockpit, a gully in the range above... The village
of Old Gisborne is on the banks of Jackson’s
Creek at the foot of Mount Gisborne. The
railway station is 40 miles from Melbourne,
and there is sufficient accommodation in the
townships for tourists.
from Table Talk, Melbourne, August 31, 1922

WHAT'S ON

REGULAR MEETINGS

New
members
always
welcome

WHAT ELSE
IS ON

*** NB: Check with organisations re COVID restrictions ***

ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)
2nd Saturday 
I R Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook) 2nd Saturday
Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB
2nd Wed 8pm 
Railway Hotel Macedon

AUGUST			

BOTANIC GARDENS working bee

every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BRIDGE CLUB Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30  St Mary’s Church

Hall, Woodend 5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB Various locations 0438 260 792 or 0419 610 811

CANASTA

CLUB 1.30pm every Mon except first Mon of month

Parish centre (behind St Pauls Church, Gisborne)
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP last Wed of month 
MRH
CAR CLUB
1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CARERS GROUP (Mac Ranges) 2nd & 4th Thurs, 1pm Woodend RSL

5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Wed 9am 
Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB
Mon, Wed & Sat 10am 0426 500 516 ,

Noeline Richardson
Dixon Field
CWA GISBORNE
2nd Monday 10am
Gis Secondary College
CWA MACEDON
3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm 
662 Mt Macedon Rd

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE 2nd Tues 9.30am Scout Hall, Daly Res
FILM SOCIETY 2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House 5427 2323

FLY FISHING CLUB
4th Wed 7.30pm
MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB
2nd Fri 12 noon
Gisborne Golf Club
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK working bees 3rd Sun 10-noon

David Tunbridge 0415 534 477

GARDEN CLUB
2nd Wed various venues
0424 038 474
GENEALOGY GROUP 4th Thurs 7.30
Family Hist Rm, Library
GIRL GUIDES
Thursdays 5pm 
Gis Scout Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS
Wed 7.30pm
Gisborne Uniting Church

HISTORICAL SOCIETY   open Wed 10am-4pm
Court House
LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am

LIONS CLUB (Gisborne) First Thurs of month, 7.30pm 247 Station Rd

MARTIAL ARTS

Thurs from 6pm
St Brigid’s Hall;
gisborne@junseikan.com.au
MASONIC LODGE
2nd Thurs 7pm 
Masonic Hall Aitken St
MASTERS AFL   
Wed 6.30pm

Sankey Reserve
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC 1st Tues 8pm
Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N’ MORE
2nd Tues 10am-noon 
Uniting Church
MUMS’ GROUP
2nd Mon 9.30-11.30am

49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE
PETANQUE

DOG CLUB

Sun 9am 

QUILTERS (Gisb)
RAMBLERS

Wed 7pm

Room attached to Gisb Library

Fridays 9.15am
Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY (Gisborne) 
First & third Tues 7pm Telegraph Hotel, email
gisbornerotary@gmail.com for confirmation of venue
ROTARY (Macedon Ranges) 1st & 3rd Monday Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING GROUP Tues & Thurs 6pm, Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
RSL
1st Mon 2pm Gis Golf Club
5428 2233

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)
Tues 11am
Tony Clarke Res
SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP Wed 12 noon Rec Reserve Bullengarook
SUPPORT AFTER SUICIDE 2nd Monday each month, even if public
holiday, 7 to 8.30pm  Newham Mechanics Inst. (1292 Rochford Rd)

E: peersupport@mrspag.com.au
TABLE TENNIS

Wed 7.30pm  Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB 2nd Sat 5pm Gisborne Aquatic Centre
TOY LIBRARY
Every Sat 10-11am; first & third Wed, 8.45-9.30am,
second & fourth Fri 9-10am
71 Robertson St
ULYSSES GROUP
3rd Tues 6pm
Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY

Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park; meetings last Friday of month, 7pm at Steam Park

WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House

WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12 Riddell N’hood House

YOUNG VOICES

Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm  Norma Richardson Hall,
Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au

Page
14
19
18
14
15
19
11
15
15
19
11
19
25
22
34
14
23
22
22
15
19
11

crossword
ACROSS

1.
3.
5.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.

Incentivise
Improve
Irymple
Intestate
Islamabad
Illegal
India
Italic

DOWN

1.
2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Inglewood
Israel
Incinerate
Istanbul
Iguana
Iceland
Italian
Infant

10. Itinerant
14. Iraq
15. Iris

kids'' quiz
kids

Riddells Rec Res

2nd & 4th Sat 10am
behind Caltex service

station, Station Rd, Gisborne 0439 887 178
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS
Saturdays as required 
0409 121 025
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC 1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm Dromkeen, Riddells Ck
PONY CLUB Bullengarook 1st Sunday
Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne
1st Sunday
Robertson Reserve
PROBUS
1st Thurs 10am Senior Cits room, Gisborne

Community Centre



2 Silk Art Quilts exhibition at The Gallery

6 Local History with Genealogy workshop	
6 Palestinian film night in Woodend	
6 Official opening Silk Art Quilts exhibition	
7 Carpenters’ Songbook at Town Hall	
10 Film Nomadland Gisborne Library	
12 Ideas for local 2026 C’wealth Games close	
12 Edmund Hillary film at Woodend	
13 Chamber Poets at Woodend	
16 Book launch Gisborne Library
16 Grazing management webinar 		
16 Intro to family history online resources
17 Gardens for Wildlife session in Woodend	
18 Village Connect info talk		
19 Crime reporters talk at Telegraph Hotel	
19 Play Reservoir Dogs opens at Mount Theatre	
19 HALT Tradies mental awareness breakfast	
20 and 27 LGBTQIA+ Youth Mental Health First Aid 
22 Discount council gym/swim memberships end
27 Songs of Lennon & McCartney at Town Hall	
27 Celtic Day Seminar			
28 Sustainable horse grazing workshop	

1.
2.
3.
4.

The crust
Perth
Chocolate
Pussycat

6. Gum
7. True
8. Piano
9. Carbon
10. An apple

5. Wool

Brainbusters
1. Wellington
2. Oxygen and
Hydrogen
3. Ostrich
4. 1956
5. Poppy

6. Piglet
7. Jazz
8. Logarithms
9. Mount Kilimanjaro
10. Western Australia

Baringo Film Club
3pm Wednesday

3pm and 6pm Saturday

AUGUST
3 to 6 
The Duke (Comedy/Drama)
10 to13 Phantom Threads (Romance/Drama)
17 to 20  The Fencer (Foreign language with


24 
31

subtitles)

The Castle (Australian classic)
Truffle Hunters (Documentary)

For membership details see
www.baringofilmclub.com
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Community Bank
Gisborne & District

Edyta knows nothing about
synchronised swimming
But Edyta knows banking
Edyta shares her knowledge of banking so you can achieve what you want
from life.
And, she can meet you when and where it suits you; at the branch, over the
phone, or via video call.
If you need help with your banking, call Edyta Wyatt, Customer Relationship
Manager on 5420 7210 or search Bendigo Bank Gisborne.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1415949 OUT_24763814 27/07/2022

Borrow up to 95%
and shear up to
$5,000 off your LMI.
New owner occupier and investment loans.
Principal and interest repayments. Min loan
size $250k. LVR above 80% up to 95% at
time of approval.
Conditions, credit criteria, exclusions,
fees and charges apply1.

RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne
Shop 7, 50 Aitken Street, Gisborne

Chris Lee
5420 7951

More Information: 1. Offer available for eligible First Time Buyers approved for their first home loan with loan to value ratio (LVR) greater than 80% and up to 95% including LMI premium at time of formal approval. LVR stands for the initial loan to value ratio at loan approval. LVR is the amount of the customer’s loan
compared to the Bank’s valuation of the property offered to secure the loan expressed as a percentage. First Time Buyers are applicants applying for their first home loan for their first property. For joint applications, at least one applicant must be a First Time Buyer. Available on New Owner Occupier & Investment loans
with Principal & interest repayments. Not available on Interest Only repayments. Offer current as of 13 July 2020. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Min loan size of $250k. Max one security property per application. Excludes Line of Credit, Constructions Loans which remain on Interest Only repayments
after completion of the initial Interest Only period, Land Only Loans, RAMS Fast Track home loans, company and trustee borrowers, refinances, and switches and refinances of home loans within the Westpac Group which includes RAMS, St.George, Westpac, Bank of Melbourne and BankSA. Offer not available in
conjunction with RAMS New Purchase Buyer $1,000 Rebate offer. Lender’s Mortgage Insurance premium will be reduced for eligible customers up to a max of $5,000 with a premium of at least $1 payable for LMI by the customer. This will be reflected within the Home Loan Agreement. Where the LMI premium is more
than $5000, RAMS will pay $5000 towards the premium. The balance of the LMI premium will be payable by the customer. LMI subject to approval and customer must adhere to LMI obligations during the loan agreement. Lender’s Mortgage Insurance (LMI) is issued to Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457
141 (Westpac) by Westpac Lenders Mortgage Insurance Limited ABN 60 074 042 934, Australian credit licence 388077 a subsidiary of Westpac. This information does not take into account your personal circumstances. Terms, conditions and limitations apply. Credit criteria, fees and charges apply. Funds to cover
transaction costs are required. Residential lending is not available for Non-Australian resident borrowers. Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714 is the credit provider for home loans originated by RAMS Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 30 105 207 538 AR. 405465
credit licence
388065. RAMS
Home Loans
Northern Melbourne is owned and operated by In Unity Pty Ltd ABN 87 114 063 071.
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