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Bidding a fond farewell

Gisborne Secondary College and
community chaplain Barb Davis (centre)
with her predecessor Graham Hall,
and past and current members of the
chaplaincy committee. Barb retired in March. Story  pages 6-7
Picture: Chris Fleming
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Gisborne Cricket
Club wins McIntyre
Cup: team photo
page 37

ER

HOME PAGE
From the Editor's desk
It’s been exciting and heart-warming to see people,
groups, and live events springing back into action
this past month. Anne Ciesielski captured the joy
perfectly in her Probus article, writing “It felt good to
share laughing together again.”
Autumn has arrived with its beauty and usual
activities and this year will be busier than ever with
Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival events organised
around town by Council, local businesses and
community groups.
It’s a great opportunity for us locals to discover
new people and places in our vibrant and stunning
area and I encourage you to make the most of it.
Chaplaincy
After 17 years caring for the people of Gisborne,
Gisborne Secondary College and community chaplain Barb Davis has retired and moved interstate. We
are pleased to celebrate Barb’s huge contribution to
community wellbeing on pages 6 and 7.
Barb touched the lives of many people, often at
vulnerable moments of their lives and usually away
from the public eye.
Chaplaincy committee president Ann-Maree Starr
put it well when she told the Gazette “We will never
know the full extent of the benefits we have gained
through Barb’s work but know they will ripple through
generations”.
Thank you for all you have done for Gisborne,
Barb.
Happy reading
Corinne Shaddock
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DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in the Gazette are not necessarily
those of the GREAT Association Inc (Gisborne Region
Events Activities and Tourism) unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products or services is implied
by the listing of advertisers or sponsors. While every
effort is taken in printing contributions accurately, the
Gisborne Gazette takes no r esponsibility for errors.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Copies of the Gazette are posted to subscribers each
month. For an annual subscription to cover postage,
send your cheque for $29.70 to the Gisborne Gazette,
PO Box 9, Gisborne 3437 or you can deposit online.

OBITUARIES
To submit an obituary for publication, please email
elgrae@bigpond.com or phone 5428 2522. Please
also provide a photograph for publication and
restrict the article to about 250 words.

If you do not receive the Gazette in your letter
box, you can collect a copy at:
Gisborne: Post Office, Village Shopping
Centre, Priceline Chemist, Gisborne Medical
Centre in Brantome Street, Puma Service
Station, Coles and Foodworks supermarkets

Gazette at Large

MONTH
May
June
July

Mt Macedon: The Trading Post
Macedon: Post Office and United Service
Station on Black Forest Drive
New Gisborne: Baringo Food & Wine, Station
Road; Cafe at 3 Ladd Road
Riddells Creek: Newsagency
Woodend: Coles supermarket

A MINUTE WITH MAXINE

Rachel Neely was lucky to holiday in the Whitsundays in March where she relaxed with the Gazette
on their hired boat, the ‘Chill Out’.
The light reading of the Gazette surely fit the bill
but the pages might have been a bit sticky from the
record humidity. Luckily we favour dry humour.
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Brian and Marcia Collins first delivered the Gazette
each month as fill-in for holiday times and have now
been delivering to the same area for five years.
Brian was born in Melbourne and Marcia was
born in Deniliquin, NSW.
Marcia was flat sharing with a girlfriend in
Melbourne who happened to mention that a man
(Brian) had moved into the flat above and his
shoes were in a neat and tidy line and she thought
he would be ideal for Marcia. The rest is history:
after dating for two years, they were married. They
lived in Woodend as it was between Bendigo and
Melbourne for commuting to work, before building
a home in Macedon and raising four sons. They
have two grandchildren.
Brian has been the treasurer of the Macedon
Cemetery Trust for the past six years and Chair
for the past three. He is the treasurer of the Mt
Macedon Golf Club and a life member of the
Macedon Football/Netball Club and during winter is
timekeeper for the football games.
They have had some wonderful overseas
holidays including the Rocky Mountaineer rail trip
in Canada and in the past two years have been to
all corners of Victoria.

Brian and Marcia Collins
They both enjoy walking, gardening and the
change in seasons. Marcia enjoys cooking.

Maxine Barker

Our thoughts and condolences are with Marie
Clifford and her family on the passing of her
dearly beloved daughter, Joanne.

Local author
published in
country collection
Fiona White of Gisborne, writer and teacher at New
Gisborne Primary School, has a story in the newly
released anthology Growing Up in Country Australia.
Published by Black Inc. as a country extension
of its bestselling Growing Up series, Growing Up
in Country Australia brings together the first-hand
stories and experiences of 40 diverse contributors
offering a revealing snapshot of rural life.
Writer and journalist Rick Morton,
who edited the
book, said, "You
will find in these
pages a colourful
and gripping pastiche that updates
the
experience
outside Australia’s
cities and large regional centres.
"You will find,
despite the absolute variety in
these essays, that
Fiona White with the book and
there is still somea photo of the pony she has
thing
ineffable
written about.
about life in the
country."
Fiona’s story is titled A New Home and is about her
much-loved white pony Nimbus who, like her family,
was caught up in the Ash Wednesday bushfires.
Fiona has always been an animal lover and
while she doesn’t have horses any more, she
enjoys exploring the bush tracks with her doggy
companions: a dachshund Jack Russell-cross called
Artie and a beloved old shih-tzu called Mussie.
Fiona’s writing includes a range of children’s
stories, short stories and articles including a picture
book coming out with Hachette in February 2023.
Growing Up in Country Australia retails at
$29.99 and is available from online booksellers and
Goldfields Libraries.
Fiona is participating in an author's talk and book
signing from 10.30am to 11.30am at Woodend
Library on April 29. Books will be for sale at the event.

CFA urges all to dig deep on Good Friday
The CFA will have firefighters and doorknockers out
collecting for the annual Good Friday Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal on Friday April 15.
Every Good Friday the Gisborne Fire Brigade
collects for the RCH with the help of both Gisborne
Scout groups by working the centre of town and
door knocking homes to raise money for life saving
equipment and research.
This year the Gisborne brigade will also be joined
by Bullengarook Fire Brigade. Firefighters will be

collecting at the Station Road and
Saunders Road traffic lights in New
Gisborne. And keep an eye out for
Scouts and brigade members at petrol
stations and supermarkets.
First Lieutenant Bevan Moody said the Gisborne
community always did a fantastic job to support
this important cause. "If you are home this Good
Friday, listen for a knock on the door and please give
generously," he said.

CFA

Autumn Festival
under way

Horror hits home
Images of the war in Ukraine have shocked the world.
Those in Australia with Ukrainian friends and relatives
are living the war despite the distance. Victor Zablockyj
of Bullengarook is of Ukrainian descent and regularly
checks in with distant family and friends in Ukraine.
In the photo above, Victor, wearing a traditional
Ukrainian shirt, is speaking to a family friend in his
mother’s village. The man is a farmer and has been
issued an AK47 by the Ukrainian Government to help
protect his village. Eight men are on watch at all times.

There's a diverse lineup of festival events and activities still to explore until April 25. Here are a couple.
Visit any farmers’ market during the festival
and be entertained by The Gardeners. Kids and
adults alike will love these other-worldly hobbitlike puppets who will be wandering the crowds
spreading messages of joy and positivity.
Kick back to tunes at Live Music Park Pop Ups.
Bring chairs and picnic blankets and pick up some
takeaway or pack a picnic basket with treats from
local businesses to enjoy during the music:
● Friday April 8 (4-6pm): Big Horn and Six String
Bandits play Ash Wednesday Park in Macedon.
● Saturday April 23 (1-3pm): Ranges Little Big Band
with guests, Gisborne Adventure Playground.
All festival events are listed on the Macedon
Ranges Autumn Festival website.

Macedon Ranges Laser Therapy
ph: 5428 8556
Shop 13 Nexus Way
21 Goode Street Gisborne

Introducing our NEW Jiwamu Mindfulness Facial!
Our divine new facial experience combines meditation with therapeutic
touch, allowing you to experience presence, equilibrium, and deep
relaxation for your body, mind, and spirit.
SPEC

INTROD

$75

• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning
• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations
• General Handyman Services

*
CE

I
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RY PRI

Do something kind for yourself today.
Make time to be nurtured.
Relax, restore, renew with Jiwamu.
Book online or via the QR code. *Normally $95

TO
UC

Laser Skin Treatments
Capillaries/Redness/Rosacea
Laser Pain/Wound Therapy
Specialised Facials/Skin Care
Microdermabrasion
Electrolysis
Personal Grooming

43 Brantome Street, Gisborne 3437 | 03 5428 4484

www.macedonrangeslasertherapy.com.au

www.healthboutique.com.au | @gisbornehealthessentials

Email: rickleonard@bigpond.com
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Uni scholarships
awarded

Council update on
Gisborne Futures

The Community Bank is
thrilled to announce that
six tertiary scholarships
have been awarded to
local youth this year. Big congratulations to
Izabella Crawford, Lachlan Bryant, Ayva Darrington, Dylan Visscher, Michaela Morris and
Mikayla Tunley, who have each received a
$5000 Community Bank Gisborne & District
University Scholarship to help them start their
tertiary studies.
Izabella Crawford will also receive $5000 in Izabella Crawford, Lachlan Bryant, Dylan Visscher, Ayva
2023 and 2024.
Darrington and Michaela Morris with Gisborne Bendigo Bank
The chair of the volunteer board of directors, chair Dominic Andreacchio and manager Sarah Barton.
Dominic Andreacchio, said a high number of
applications had been received and the dedication,
humility and community-mindedness of candidates ward to hearing about their future successes.
A big shout out to everyone who banks with Benwas truly impressive. “Our future is in good hands,”
digo Bank at Community Bank Gisborne & District for
he said.
The branch staff and board wish Izabella, Lachlan, making these scholarships possible. Thanks to the
Ayva, Dylan, Michaela and Mikayla all the best as community bank model, when your banking needs
they embark on their tertiary studies, and look for- are met, all benefit.

Council is progressing work on
the second draft of
the Gisborne Futures project, a planning project
that sets a vision for how Gisborne will grow and
develop into the future.
The first draft of the Gisborne Futures Plan was
exhibited to the community in August and September 2020. Council received more than 220 submissions that raised numerous matters to be addressed
in more detail. Officers have been progressively
briefing councillors on the key themes that have
emerged while concurrently preparing a consultation report. This report is to include a summary of all
submissions and officer responses to these, as well
as proposed changes to the plans and further work
to be completed.
There are a number of influences the council is
considering in the second draft, "including the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on lifestyle preferences and work practices, updated data to reflect
latest census results (due for release in June) and
land supply work to reflect recent development activity".
Officers anticipate that the consultation report
will be presented to Council by the end of June.
The report will guide further work on the Gisborne
Futures project, with a second set of plans expected
to be presented to the community early next year.
The second draft will include:
● revised protected settlement boundary
● updated housing framework and development
controls to manage infill development
● updated framework for streetscapes and
buildings in the town centre
● direction on future industrial land, including the
Gisborne Business Park at New Gisborne
● updated assessment of the transport network
● revised policy and guidelines on township
character and environmental values.
It is still some time away from the finish line for
the entire project. Following further consultation on
the second draft, the documents will be finalised
and presented to Council for adoption. Following
adoption, a planning scheme amendment to implement the project will be initiated.
To stay informed on progress, please register for
updates at www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/GisborneFutures

GISBORNE
GOSS
Pink house sells for over $2m
The former Middy’s electrical goods shop in Hamilton
Street was sold at auction in March for $2.14m. The reserve had been set at $1m.
The historic property, the home of three generations of
the Dixon family, was bought by an owner-occupier who
is believed likely to make extensions at the rear of the
house and run a business on the site.
One of the terms of Middy’s permit to construct its
new bright pink premises across the road was that the
house must be repainted in more muted tones before
settlement, which is expected in June.

'Block' delay
Filming of The Block at South Gisborne has been delayed
due to a holdup with the plan of subdivision for the hobby farm development. Producers said the delay was not
caused by the council, it was "just one of those things".








Business Advisory
Accounting and Taxation Services
Superannuation
Audit and Assurance
Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Corporate and Administrative Services

17 Nicholson Street
Woodend
T: 03 5427 8100
E: info@lmck.com.au
www.langleymckimmie.com.au
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Death of former local
member
Former state member for Gisborne Tom Reynolds passed
away in March. He was 85.
Thomas Carter Reynolds
Tom
was the Liberal MP for the old
seat of Gisborne from 1979 Reynolds
as local
to 1999, when he retired from
member.
politics.
The seat was replaced by the seat of
Macedon in 2002.
Mr Reynolds had a varied life before
entering politics, starting out as a farmer
before a brief stint as a trainee executive
with Coles. In 1959 he became a shearer
and in 1967 a hardware merchant at
Romsey. He was first elected in 1979.
He held ministerial positions in the
State Government as Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing and Minister for
Rural Development.

Disappointment at historic bridge removal
Macedon Ranges Shire Council has
expressed disappointment that, as
part of the Melbourne Road-Kilmore
Road intersection works in Gisborne,
Regional Roads Victoria has begun
dismantling the 148-year-old bluestone
bridge over Bunjil Creek.
The mayor, Cr Jennifer Anderson,
said Council and community efforts
to save the bridge, built in 1874, had
been refused.
“Despite efforts to protect the historic
bridge and a number of trees through
expert heritage advice and strong local
community backing, the Minister for
Planning has not supported Council’s
request for interim heritage protection
based on the heritage values of the
bluestone bridge,” Cr Anderson said.
“Whilst Council understands the importance of improving our shire’s key

Regional Roads Victoria dismantled the bridge before an independent panel hearing on
its protection, scheduled for March.
intersections and bridges, and investments by the Victorian Government to
support this, we strongly felt this did
not need to come at the expense of

protecting a significant heritage structure.
“Once our heritage assets are removed, no plaque can adequately

What’s happening at Macedon House
Work at the historic Macedon
that although the owner’s rezoning
House across the road from the
application had been withdrawn, a
Bunjil Creek bridge in Gisborne has
policy position for the site would be
reached an impasse over zoning.
investigated through the Gisborne
The land is zoned conservation,
Futures project. Gisborne Futures
and currently allows only one
is currently being reworked after
dwelling on the block.
the first round of community feedThe owner, Troy Daffy – born
back and is expected to be ready
in Gisborne but resident in
for community consultation by the
Queensland -- submitted a rezoning
end of June.
Macedon House waits...
application after he bought the propTroy told the Gazette he had
erty in 2018 which Macedon Rangbeen aware of zoning restrictions
es Shire Council was considering, but he withdrew it
when he bought the property but had hoped that
in November last year after negotiations stalled. In
rezoning of part of the land to allow multiple dwellings
the meantime however, he carried out required urwould be supported to enable the restoration of the
gent repairs and shored up the house.
historically valuable Macedon House. He still hopes
Troy bought the roughly two-hectare property with
to be able to do so.
the hope of building a new residence beside Macedon
There are issues relating to this site aside from its
House and constructing a number of dwellings at the
heritage aspect. It is part of the gateway to Gisborne,
back of the site to help fund the heritage restoration.
it adjoins parkland, and it is subject to flooding in
Macedon House, originally known as the Mount
parts. For an owner, however, the costs of heritage
Macedon Hotel, was built in 1847. Heritage Victoria
restoration are difficult to bear without the property
issued a heritage permit in February this year.
also providing an income.
Macedon Ranges Shire Council said last month
A quick resolution of its future seems unlikely.

Open Wednesday and
Friday, 10am to 3pm
We are here to provide
temporary food assistance
for those in need

demonstrate their historical relevance,
heritage importance, nor the artisanship to build these reminders of our
past. Once they’re gone, they’re gone
forever.”
An Independent Planning Panel
was scheduled to look at a proposed
permanent heritage protection of the
Bunjil Creek Bridge and trees pursued
as part of Amendment C143macr for
March.
It is understood that Regional Roads
Victoria employed a stonemason to
carefully dismantle the bridge, which
will enable undamaged bluestone to
be repurposed on the site.
The roads are closed until mid-July.
More information on the works and
traffic warnings are on the Regional
Roads Victoria website, regionalroads.
vic.gov.au

Local cafes battle for
'Edgy Veg' title
Thirteen cafes in the Macedon Ranges
battle it out this month for the title of
best plant-based dish of 2022 in the
'Edgy Veg' Awards.
Gisborne’s four contenders are the
3 Little Pigs, the Corner Coffee Bar, the
Jolly Miller and the recently opened Saigon Yame.
The Corner Coffee Bar is offering a classic Lebanese dish – Mujaddara (spiced lentils, rice, and caramalised onions) with falafel wraps served with Lebanese pickles and homemade tahini sauce. Saigon
Yame is offering a nutty Malaysian gado gado, and
the Jolly Miller is featuring seasonal pumpkin in their
Nourish Bowl. 3 Little Pigs is putting its Granola Fruit
and Muesli Bowl on the competition table.
You, the customer, get to choose the winner by
scoring each dish out of five stars. For every dish you
rate, you also go in the draw to win a weekend away.
The awards are part of the Autumn Festival,
run by Veg Action and supported by the Macedon
Ranges Shire Council and the Macedon Ranges
Sustainability Group.
Submitted by Claire Rowland, Veg Action

WANTED
TO BUY-CASH PAID
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL
TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS,
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS,
BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES.

Enter via Heritage Way at the back
of the Gisborne Uniting Church
Enquiries: 0492 850 520
Email: gisborneccf@gmail.com

PH. RICHARD 5428 2848

0417 415 336
Gisborne Gazette April 2022

5

KAT'S KORNER
with Kat Buttigieg
Have you noticed the leaves starting to change
colour lately? Autumn is setting in. Here are a few
things of note about this stunning season in our
shire.
1. Autumn Festival: The Macedon Ranges
Autumn Festival is running from March 26 to April
25 and there is a variety of events for everyone,
involving local food, wine, culture, music, craft,
open gardens, storytimes and markets. Find out
more at www.visitmacedonranges.com/autumnfestival and support our locals in their festival
ventures.
2. Visitor traffic: With this event in mind and
the general popularity of the Macedon Ranges
during autumn, there are bound to be more visitors to the region. We currently have roadworks in
different spots around Gisborne, which will make
road travel a little slower than usual too. Give
yourself plenty of extra time when travelling and
keep calm. Whilst it can be frustrating at times,
more tourists means more support for our local
businesses and organisations.
3. Daylight savings: Daylight savings will end
at 2am on April 3 and throw us back into lighter
mornings and darker evenings. Be on the lookout
for wildlife as dawn and dusk coincide with busy
morning and evening traffic. To all the parents of
school children, take note that this change is on
the Sunday night before the last week of school
term. I think the teachers (and parents) will need
some extra chocolates that week!
4. Slower days: Autumn is the signal in the
natural world that it is time to slow down and prepare for the upcoming winter. We can take a few
tips from mother nature. Tick off those big, outdoor tasks before the rain and chill set in, dust off
your slow cooker, and get the winter coats out for
regular use.
Then sit back and enjoy the last of the sunny
autumn days and don’t forget to take a photo of
those gloriously vibrant autumn trees.

Foodbank volunteers farewell Barb Davis on March 6, at the first of two events in her honour. From left: Jo Avery, Wally
van Dort, Patrick Bell, Tony Woodgate, Lynne Margret, Anita Worrell, Barb Davis, Julie Ireland and Lorna Pearson.

Gisborne farewells Barb Davis
The Gisborne community was sad last month
to farewell its secondary school and community
chaplain Barb Davis, who recently retired and has
moved to Brisbane to be closer to family.
Two special events were held, a big community
farewell at Mt Macedon property Viewfield on
March 20 organised by the Gisborne Secondary
College Chaplaincy and Community Support
Group, preceded by a special tribute from Gisborne
Foodbank volunteers on March 6.
Here are some words from both of these events.

COMMUNITY FAREWELL
"

I

have concluded that you have to be crazy to be
a chaplain," said Glenn Arnott, Barb's former regional service manager with Korus Connect, which
runs school chaplaincy programs.
"And Barb Davis has just the right amount of crazy. I remember the first day I met Barb at Gisborne
Secondary College in a meeting with the principal.
It was my second week in the job and I had been
advised that I should wear a suit and tie and present
myself professionally.
"So I fronted up in my suit and tie at my first school
visit with Barb Davis. And boy did I get schooled by

Barb. She told me how stupid I looked, and that a
suit and tie just wouldn’t cut it out here in the country. Well that was the last time I wore a suit and tie.
"I made one decision that day, and that was to
get to know Barb. That started a journey for me that
turned less into a job and more into a friendship.
"Barb in her caring role, whether that be in school
or in the community, has responded to the needs
of so many others in a selfless and giving manner
throughout her career.
"She has carried burdens, shed tears, prepared
for funerals, given food packages, raised funds,
given her time, and constantly thought about everybody else for many years. Of course it hasn’t just
been sad moments, as journeying in life with others
means that you celebrate the joys of their lives as
well. But needless to say Barb has been a giver."

"

C

haplains do good in numerous ways – listening,
caring, developing meaningful relationships
and helping others do the same, answering questions, offering practical assistance and providing
hope... and more," said Bronwyn Tacey, the longestserving chaplaincy committee member.
Continued next page

What is Clinical Pilates?
Clinical Pilates is perfect for people who
need to build strength or flexibility after
injury or operations. The tailored
classes are also suitable for seniors or
others with mobility issues and
pregnant/post partum ladies.
Private sessions available or 4 participants
maximum per class

30 minute clinical assessment - $60
. Seniors discounts available
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52 Aitken St, Gisborne
(next to the Salvos)
5420 7778
bodyfitpilatesandyoga.com

4 class trial - $50

(for first time visitors only does not include clinical pilates)

Great appreciation for chaplain
"Barb did all of this at Gisborne Secondary College and in the wider community. She also ran loss
and grief sessions and based on her own personal
loss was very successful in supporting the students.
"She also joined extracurricular activities such as
school camps to offer support and guidance.
"She would liaise with community organisations
to gain assistance for needy families. She gathered
together a group of grandparents who had custody
of their grandchildren and formed a support group to
enable them to share their stories.
"She attended the school balls and in the early
days the Police Camps.
"She would do hospital and home visits and
phone calls after hours and in holidays. In more recent years she was heavily involved at Foodbank.
"We have thoroughly enjoyed working with Barb
and the Chaplaincy Committee acknowledges her
hard work and dedication to the job."

I

n her farewell speech, Barb acknowledged the
valuable support of the committee, individuals,
community, local businesses, organisations and
networks to be able to do the work she did. Institutions such as Gisborne Community Bank (Bendigo Bank) with grants, small businesses and
individuals with financial help or donations of
goods enabled Barb to support, connect and
assist community members.

GISBORNE FOODBANK TRIBUTE
" arb was instrumental in

B

the establishment of the
Foodbank through her work
with Gisborne Secondary
College supporting families
in need of assistance," said
Foodbank volunteer Julie
Ireland.

"For the past three years, Barb has been based
at the Foodbank on days that we are open, talking
to our clients and putting them at ease with her calm
and amiable manner and empathetic personality.
She has helped Foodbank clients in accessing other
services to enable them to get back on their feet and
regain their independence.
"Barb’s professional knowledge has been
invaluable and she is always ready with a smile and
a joke, making everyone feel a little better for being
in her presence. We will all miss Barb, especially her
cheery grin and her delicious marmalade! We wish
her well in her retirement but are sure that she will
continue helping others wherever she is."

Dedicated chaplaincy volunteers
For many years the chaplaincy committee has
worked tirelessly to raise funds for chaplaincy in Gisborne, starting fresh every year.
The retiring committee is comprised of eight women who have collectively served an extraordinary 68
years to keep the valuable support service going.
Bronwyn Tacey, 19 years, Sonja Deveson (treasurer) 15 years, Helen Doherty (movie night
organiser) 10, Deb Davey (sausage sizzle
organiser) nine, Sue Steward (school newsletter contributor) eight, Ann-Maree
Starr (current president) five, Annette Buckley (church representative) two, and Liz Ferrinda.
Barb's retirement marks
the end of 27 years of
school or communitybased chaplaincy in
Gisborne (Graham
Hall 10 years, Barb
17 years).
There are currently no plans
to continue the
service.

Graham Hall and Barb Davis, first and last school and
community chaplains.

Autumn leaves:
temporary traffic
measures
Each year, the Macedon Ranges is a major
drawcard for visitors keen to view the stunning
autumn foliage along Honour Avenue in Macedon and throughout Mount Macedon’s open
gardens.
In collaboration with the community, local
businesses and open gardens, Council continues to make improvements to the management
measures put in place during April to help mitigate the impacts of the large number of visitors,
and create a safe and enjoyable environment.
The measures, endorsed by Victoria Police
and the CFA, are aimed at reducing traffic congestion and the impact to local residents, and
will be in place from 9am–5pm on weekends and
public holidays from Saturday April 2 to Sunday
May 1.
They include
 Dedicated visitor parking close to Honour Avenue and Centennial Park.
 The closure of Honour Avenue to traffic between Mount Macedon Road and Waterfalls
Road.
to maintain traffic flow along Mount Macedon
Road and ensure visitor safety.
 Additional amenities and a visitor information
booth at Centennial Park.
 A free shuttle service between Macedon Train
Station and Centennial Park.
 A hop-on, hop-off shuttle bus service ($5 per
adult) that will run from the visitor hub at Centennial Park to the open gardens, festival events,
and Mount Macedon township.
For more information on the management
plan visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/autumnleaves
Festival information can be found at visitmacedonranges.com

Are you experiencing a separation?
Do you need legal advice to help you
at this challenging and emotional time?

03 9070 9856
Call us to arrange
a no-obligation
appointment today
Appointments by Zoom,
Facetime and Skype available.
reception@romermaud.
com.au
romermaud.com.au
Romermaud

Operating in Melbourne, Macedon Ranges, and Bendigo
Property Settlements • Parenting Matters • Divorces
Family Violence Orders • Court Appearances • Married, De-Facto
and LGBTQI Couples and Families • Mediation and Dispute Resolution

We are accredited to provide legal aid services for eligible clients.
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE
Mt Macedon
CFA
holds open day

Proudly sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Gisborne

The Macedon Ranges East Timor
Friendship Group (MRFoET) will
be holding a fundraising film night
Macedon Ranges
as part of the Autumn Festival.
East Timor Friendship
We will be screening a
documentary film titled The Diplomat, which details
the extraordinary story of Nobel Laureate Dr Jose
Ramos-Horta, whose life has been devoted to the
independent nation of Timor-Leste.
The documentary follows his story from the time
of the 1975 Indonesian
invasion of East Timor,
until the arrival of International Peacekeeping
Forces in 1999 to help
ensure the Timorese
gained the independence that they had just
voted for.
Dr Ramos-Horta’s life
has been devoted to the
Jose Ramos-Horta
East-Timorese people,
serving as foreign minister in exile following the Indonesian invasion through to his triumphant return
in 1999. He subsequently served as both President
and Prime Minister of the newly created independent nation of Timor-Leste – the culmination of his
life’s work.
The film night will be held on Friday April 22 at
the Norma Richardson Hall, Buckland Street, Woodend.
Light refreshments will be available, and tickets
can be purchased via the Macedon Ranges Autumn
Festival website.
New members are always welcome to join our
Friendship Group to assist the Timorese community
of Turiscai.
Further information can be obtained by contacting mrfoet@bigpond.com
Warwick Potter

ADVERTISEMENT

Join Gisborne Easter egg hunt
Rotary
Club of Gisborne
PROUDLY SUPPORTS AN

The Rotary Club of Gisborne is proud to be holding
an Easter Fun Day on Sunday April 10. The aim,
apart from lots of fun, is to bring the community
back together after the trials of the past couple of
years. This exciting event will be held at Jackson’s
Creek Reserve – the park behind Coles at the end of
Brantome Street.
The fun starts at 10am with activities and
registrations for the Monster Easter Egg Hunts.
These will be in three stages to accommodate three
age groups: Under five years, five to eight years, and
nine to twelve years.
The first hunt will start at 11am sharp.
There will be a life-sized Easter Bunny for photo
opportunities which will be part of the fun. We are
also holding an Easter colouring competition for
primary school children and the entries will be

EASTER
EGG HUNT
Sunday 10th April
Jackson’s
Creek
Reserve
behindColes)
Coles at
Jacksons Creek Reserve–(behind
the end
of Brantome
Street.
Registration
for Easter
Egg Hunt
opens at 10 am
Egg Hunts start at 11 am sharp

displayed on the day, as will the announcement of the
winners,3 AGE
with GROUPS
a big Easter
egg
for each winner. The
- Under
5 years
- 5 - 8 years
entry forms will be distributed
to schools in the area.
- 9 - 12 years
For alternative sustenance,
there will be a sausage
sizzle, cold drinks
and
coffee
on offer.
$5 per
child
to participate
All funds
onsupport
the day
will beProjects
used to provide
All raised
funds raised
Community
community projects.
Food - Drinks - Fun Activities

Submitted by Lyn Robinson, President

Photos with the Easter Bunny
Display of Primary School

Relay for Life reaches $63,000
Colouring Competition

Returning after a pandemic-induced
hiatus, the Relay for Life returned to
Lancefield Park on Saturday March 5,
this time on a smaller side oval and for
a reduced duration.
Twenty teams from across the Macedon Ranges,
persevered in challenging weather conditions and
succeeded in walking for 10 hours and in raising a
total of $63,637 for cancer research.
As always, the highlights for the Relay included
the candlelight ceremony to remember loved ones
and support cancer survivors. There were many
wonderful musical acts on stage throughout the day,
and the Gisborne Singers ended the music with a
lovely set under the stars.
Well done to the organisers and participants of the
2022 event. 
A special effort  page 36

Alice McMahon

A little rain did not keep Essie McMahon
and Willow Beaumont from walking laps
for charity, or enjoying an ice cream.

Mary-Anne Thomas MP
LABOR MEMBER FOR MACEDON
DELIVERING FOR OUR COMMUNITY
A: Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437
P: 5428 2138 E: mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au
MaryAnneMacedon
@MaryAnneThomas
maryannethomasmp
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East Timor
independence leader
features in
documentary

Revamped Macedon
Community House
ready for action

9 APRIL 2022

30 APRIL 2022

11am - 3pm

11am - 3pm

SUPPORT OUR VICTORIA ST
EATERIES & PICK UP A FEAST

Come along and
discover
locally-made
artisan wares

BYO PICNIC
LIVE MUSIC
COFFEE

LOCAL ARTISTS

CAKE STALL & SAUSAGE
SIZZLE
FACE PAINTING & KIDS
ACTIVITIES

LIVE MUSIC

MACEDON &
MOUNT MACEDON

COMMUNITY
HOUSE

bring your take-away for some music and kids' entertainment.
On Saturday April 30, we will be having an Artisans Market with live music from 11am to 3pm, so
come and peruse some wonderful local creations.
We will be launching a campaign to 'Get the Lights
On' and raise funds for the start-up utility and running

ST
VICTORIA
MACEDON
TRAIN STATION
CAR PARK

BRUCE ST

Put the autumn picnic at Macedon and Mount Macedon Community
House
your diary.
AUTUMN
EVENTSin
SUPPORTED
BY:

SMITH ST

Macedon and Mount Macedon Community House
committee members are so excited for autumn and
very close to signing a lease with Macedon Ranges
Shire Council.
Council is finalising works to the fences and we
are kicking off our Building and Land-Use Master Planning Project funded by MRSC Community
Funding Scheme.
Hansen Partnership Pty Ltd will be undertaking
the first round of community consultations in our first
Ideas Workshop to get the ball rolling to plan for and
design the internal and external spaces.
We are committed to getting this process right so
we can plan for future developments and have the
necessary elements for community use.
We are hosting two Autumn Festival events funded by MRSC Arts and Festival grants in the vacant
block on the corner or Bruce and Victoria Streets.
A community picnic on Saturday April 9 from
11am to 3pm with live music and free sausage sizzle (thanks to Bendigo Bank). We also encourage
you to buy from our fabulous local eateries and

MACEDON AUTUMN

MACEDON

MACEDON &
MOUNT MACEDON

COMMUNITY
HOUSE

costs until we become established so please watch
this ENQUIRIES:
space as well as our website and Facebook
hello@mmmcommunityhouse.org.au
page to see how you can help.
If you would like to be involved and support us as
a volunteer or donate to our campaign, please email
hello@mmmcommunityhouse.org
PARK
HERE

PARK AND WALK FROM MACEDON STATION

Samara Hodson

Lions contribute to
flood victims

Macedon local in
leadership program

St Paul’s
Op Shop jottings

The Gisborne and District Lions
Club has contributed $5000 to
those impacted by the recent flood
events.
As reported in the last edition
of the Gisborne Gazette, the Lions
Club contributed $2000 to those impacted by floods
in Creswick. Further to that contribution, the Lions
Club have provided $3,000 to those impacted by the
recent floods in South-East Queensland and New
South Wales.
These contributions would not be possible
without the community’s support of the Lions
Club’s fundraising efforts. Over the next couple of
months, the Lions Club will be selling raffle tickets
in the popular Easter raffle and Mother’s Day raffles.
Please support these fundraising activities which
enable the Lions Club to direct the proceeds to those
in need.

Samara Hodson of Macedon, a
driver of the Macedon and Mount
Macedon Community House project, is taking part in the Loddon
Murray Community Leadership
Program this year.
The part-time program to help
develop community leaders runs
between February and November
each year encompassing around
22 days held in different parts of
the region. Samara, who is sponsored in the program by Gisborne
Bendigo Bank, was in a whirl after
the first program retreat in March
and said the LMCLP “will be an incredible experience”.
Samara Hodson
More details on the program can at the launch on
February 25.
be found at www.leadlm.org.au.

The volunteers at St Paul’s Op Shop have been working overtime to stock the shelves and our customers
have benefitted with an incredible range of items on
offer. Don’t throw out your recent magazines – recycle by donating them to our Op Shop. They are very
popular and we don’t mind if you have completed the
crossword!
Winter is almost here and there
is a constant demand for blankets
for us humans and also our canine
friends! We welcome good clean
items for sale in our shop. If you
visit us this month, you will find
many AFL items such as books,
Avan Waites
jumpers, scarves and beanies. We
will also have lots of Easter items
such as gift bags, hunting egg baskets and lots more.
This month we feature valued volunteer Avan
Waites.

Russell Walker OAM

Graeme Millar, 0413 781 501

Where to find our organic sourdough this month...
LOCAL RETAILERS
Gisborne Foodworks - Wednesday to Saturday
Riddells Creek Foodworks - Thursdays
Macedon IGA - Fridays
Mt Macedon Trading Post - Thursdays
Apples & Sage - Thursdays & Fridays
Mountain View Garlic - Thursdays

MARKETS
Woodend Farmer’s Market

Saturday 2nd April - 9am-1pm

Riddells Creek Farmer’s Market
Saturday 16th April - 9am-1pm

PLUS MANY RETAILERS ACROSS
THE MACEDON RANGES!
www.millettroadmaker.com.au
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Long service recognised in Gisborne CWA
Ten and 20-year badges awarded
Our March meeting was followed by
a delicious lunch and a few sips of
wine at Gisborne Peak Winery. With
a generous grant from the Community
Bank Gisborne and District, Bendigo
Bank branch, we were able to recognise ladies who
have given their time and effort to help the local
community over many years.
Our Group President, Rosemarie
Jones, came along to present 10
and 20-year badges and certificates.
Our 10-year recipients were Chris
Caddaye, Carole Weaver and Fay De
Lai, and 20 years were awarded to
Christine
Edwards
Kathy Page, Judy Booth, Val Jarred,
Helen Hallett, Sandra Gwinnett, Edie Gundy, Kerrie
Buskes, Osija Anolak and Lyn Heddles.
The Group Creative Arts Exhibition will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, April 9 and 10, at the
Lancefield Mechanics Institute; Saturday from 10am

Gisborne CWA ladies enjoyed lunch at Gisborne Peak Winery.
to 4pm and Sunday 10am to 3pm.
Admission is $5, children under 16 free. There will
be morning and afternoon teas for $5 and lunch for
$15. There will be handicrafts, knitting, embroideries,
cooking and much more to see, so come along and

enjoy the display. There will also be some craft tables
with items for sale, just in time for Mother’s Day.
Our next meeting is Monday, April 11, 10am at
Gisborne Secondary College.
Christine Edwards

2022 Probus
committee: Back
row: Josephine
Desira, Di Barbie,
Helen Thompson,
Helen Nettleton, Pam
Barton. Front: Steve
Halligan, Michael
O’Brien, George Peart,
Di Egan, Pam Snape.

WHAT'S HAPPENING at GISBORNE LIBRARY
With a lot of roadworks happening
near the Gisborne Library we wanted
to assure you that the library is still
open. The road in front of the library
has become a two-way street so you
can still park out the front and then
head towards the Courthouse at the
end of the street and do a U-turn back
towards Aitken Street.

Holding the fire hose is always a hit.
Storytime for everyone
All of the Macedon Ranges libraries
have been hosting diversity Storytimes
for the children in our communities.
First up we had Sue Hobbs, a

female firefighter who came along to
tell us all about her time as a firefighter.
Sue read some stories and showed us
the uniform she wore. We were also
lucky enough to have the Gisborne
CFA bring along their fire truck for the
children to have a look at and play with.
The next in the series of special
Storytimes is a Japanese Kamishibai
storytelling session on Wednesday
April 27 at 9.30am. The session
includes beautiful interactive stories
from around the world brought to
life with picture cards, music and
movement. It should be lots of fun! No
bookings required. Suitable for ages
3-6 years.
StoryWalk in the park
A book-related activity outside the
library this month is the Bedtime Bluey
StoryWalk which has been set up
from the Adventure Playground to the
Gisborne Botanical Gardens. Details
onlline. Fun for young families during
the day or night.
Sara Shaw

Probus club happily back in action
Gisborne Probus has had a
positive start to the year with
a range of activities underway
again. At the February meeting,
John Scott shared some of his life
memories and entertained with many
amusing stories. It felt good to share
laughing together again.
The first outing for the year was a
visit to the Shrine of Remembrance.
A talk and a tour of the shrine and its
galleries were followed by a picnic in
the park in perfect weather. Overall, it
was a most enjoyable day.
The AGM was held at the beginning
of March. Retiring president Helen

ADVERTISEMENT
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Nettleton reflected on the
difficulties of the past two years
and the work of the committee
in trying times. Helen steered
the club most capably during 2021
and worked tirelessly to facilitate continued communication between club
members.
After election of a new committee,
presentations were made to Susan
Skinner and Michael O’Brien for their
contributions to the club over many
years.
George Peart will lead the club as
president for the coming year with the
support of the committee.
Anne Ciesielski

Leaves at Mt Macedon – Cherry Cole

It’s
that beautiful
time of year when
our landscape bursts
with colour. These autumnal
images from Macedon
Ranges Photographic Society’s
Magnificent Macedon Ranges
photo exhibition last month capture
the special light, hues and mood of
the season. To learn about the club
or see the full exhibition online,
go to www.macedon-rangesphotography.org.au

Autumn Fog – Tom Templeman

Forest Glade Mt Macedon – Stan Mansas

Riddell Neighbours – Cherry Cole

Autumn in the Gums – Deborah Mullins

Lancefield Sunset – Paul Fletcher

Sunlight Trees and a Dirt Road – John Spring

Joanne McFadyen
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Hey You Get Off My Branch – Leigh Cruickshank

MELBOURNE PODIATRY
GROUP

The Golden Hour – Donna Douglas

PODIATRY

Do you have

fungal
nails?

We
can
help
you

Shop 12, 13 Goode Street, Gisborne (behind McDonalds) Call us for an appointment P: 1300 650 293
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ANZAC FEATURE

Anzac Day in Gisborne
By Elsie Spurling
Anzac Day, a day of peace. A day to remember
those who fought for us to make our future a better
place.
Every Anzac Day is in autumn. There are so
many bright beautiful colours, it feels like you are in
wonderland. On Anzac Day the returning soldiers
or their families march in memory of those who lost
their lives protecting others.
Anzac Day in Gisborne is special to me because
our small town has such a big heart. I like the
trumpets, their sound prickles in my ears, and
my heart feels warm even though it can be cold
outside.
The Anzac Day ceremony in Gisborne
has been going since 1947. We are
very lucky to have such a special day
of the year. On the 25th of April 2021,
I went to the Anzac Day ceremony
in my school uniform, to represent
my school. It felt unusual being in my

school uniform – I had never been in my school
uniform on the weekend but it was fun.
My school and I sat on a picnic rug. I sat with my
friends. We listened to some people do speeches.
We saw people marching, they looked professional.
I saw my friends, and my sister laid a wreath.
I felt so good because so many people came to
remember, we are very fortunate.
We celebrate Anzac Day to remember those
who fought for us, especially the soldiers who
were from Gisborne. There were 62 in World War
One, 140 in World War Two, two in Korea, nine
in Vietnam, one in East Timor and six in Iraq and
Afghanistan. In total that is 220. We are so lucky
to have so many people from our local area, brave
enough to do such a daring job.
Anzac Day is one of my favourite days of the
year. Even though some people didn’t survive,
they were so brave and amazing. Anzac Day
in Gisborne reminds me how grateful I am that
this is my place.

where she is in the Grade 4 class
taught by Ms Milner.
Elsie loves writing stories and
reading – she is a great Harry
Potter fan – but her greatest
interest is history. Her love of
Elsie
attended
the
history has been motivated by her
Anzac Day ceremony in
grandfather, who has told Elsie of
Gisborne last year and
the history of her ancestors, two of
was so impressed that she
whom were English people sent to
researched the Gisborne
Hobart as convicts in the 1800s.
connection to that special
Elsie lives in Gisborne with
day and wrote the above
parents Rowan and Sharni
story that she emailed to the
and younger sister Ruby
President of the Gisborne
and they all encourage her
RSL, Rob Funston.
Elsie with one of her favourite books.
with her writing.
The RSL always likes to
The Gazette looks
encourage children with their
projects and so Rob forwarded the article to the forward to Elsie perhaps becoming one of the
St Brigid’s Gazette reporters some time in the
Gazette and we are very pleased to publish it.
Elsie is a nine-year-old student at St Brigid’s future.

Elsie Spurling –
keen student
of history

Dawn Service returns to Mount Macedon
The Mount Macedon Anzac Day Dawn Service will
be held at the Mount Macedon Memorial Cross this
Anzac Day.
The Dawn Service is a commemorative event
that honours the sacrifice of veterans, salutes their
service and seeks to learn from the experiences of
servicemen and servicewomen.
This year’s Dawn Service will pay tribute to
those indigenous people who have supported our
soldiers, sailors and aviators in various parts of the
world over numerous conflicts.
Private vehicles (including cars, motorcycles and
bicycles) are not permitted to travel to the Cross on
Anzac Day morning.
To attend the service you must book a seat in
one of the buses that shuttle to and from the Cross.
Bus services operate from Gisborne, Woodend,
Sunbury, Kyneton, Riddells Creek, Lancefield
and Romsey with continuous shuttle buses from
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Macedon’s Tony Clarke Reserve from
4.15am. The bus schedule and details
on how to book a seat are listed on the
back page of the Gazette.
Attendees are requested to ensure
that they dress for the weather and
bring a water bottle and a torch.
Attendance is free but please bring
some cash in the event you would like to buy a
snack or drink. Any donation towards the continuing
conduct of the Dawn Service is appreciated.
This year’s service will also be live-streamed with
details to be announced closer to the time; the public
is encouraged to stay in touch with announcements
through our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
MountMacedonAnzacDayDawnService.
More information is available from our website,
www.mtmacedondawnservice.org.

Shuttle bus details back page

ANZAC FEATURE

Ken Bryce, Vietnam vet
ANZAC PROFILE
By Bryan Power

O

ne Friday morning in 1967 Ken Bryce received
a letter from the government. He had a fair idea
of what the letter would say but decided not to let it
spoil his weekend. So, he didn’t open the letter until
the Monday and it confirmed that his birthday had
been selected in the barrel draw for National Service
conscription.
Four weeks later Ken joined a busload of other
19-year-olds leaving Toowoomba for Brisbane and
then on to the Singleton Military Base in the Hunter
Valley NSW, where he embarked on three months of
basic training.
From there Ken was sent to Edinburgh in South
Australia to train as an interpreter and that was his
role when he sailed into Vietnam to join his infantry
unit 4RAR/NZ (ANZAC) at Nui Dat. Ken remembered
the voyage with a smile as “a wonderful 10-day
cruise to South-East Asia”.
Before leaving Australia Ken had suffered a bad
car accident and the Army doctor at the time said
that he could write a report saying that Ken was no
longer fit for service. Ken refused the offer and so
committed himself to what he thought would be an
adventure.
Over the 10 months of his deployment in Vietnam
Ken learnt a lot about himself – the experiences
of war turned a boy into a man. He learned the
importance of mateship which in a war situation
is defined by the expectation that a soldier can be
absolutely relied upon to look out for his mates.
On regular patrols Ken’s job was to question any
suspicious-looking persons and he had to decide
whether to release them or to detain them for
interrogation. It was a big responsibility for a young
man.
The heat and heavy rain took a lot of getting used
to and the discomfort of not being able to wash
properly or change clothes for days on end had to
be quickly adjusted to.
On one night patrol they became aware that
something strange was happening not far from them.
As they lay very still not far from a road, they were
passed by a large unit of the North Vietnamese Army
with each man carrying a weapon and, as a torch, a
jar containing fireflies.
Ken’s most frightening experience occurred when
his group called for artillery support and the whistling

Ken Bryce at his home in New Gisborne
of an incoming shell caused him to move quickly.
The explosion tore to shreds a book he’d been
reading. Ken suffered no physical injury but the
shock was substantial.
On another occasion – a night patrol – they came
upon a sleeping tiger – and left the area very quickly!
Back in Australia Ken’s return to civilian life was
made easier when his brother suggested he come to
Melbourne to join him in his business. Here he met
his future wife Marilyn and found the joy of a family in
his children Natasha, Jade and Alexander.
Ken finds time to enjoy being a leader with the
Macedon/Woodend Scout Group and they share the
Macedon Scout Hall with 2nd Woodend.
Ken is president of the Central Highlands Vietnam
Veterans Association Branch whose meeting place
is the Woodend RSL Hall. On Anzac Day Ken will be
there with other veterans to pay their respects to all
of the men and women who have served Australia as
members of the armed forces.

18 BrantomePodiatry
Street (Inside Priceline)
Gisborne

Sheridan – Podiatrist

SHERIDAN GILBERT– PODIATRIST
18 Brantome Street (inside Priceline)

PhPh
: 131300
00 444477776363( 1(1300
300 GIGISPOD)
SPOD )
hello@gisborneandwoodend.com.au

Did your aunt live
through a war?
March was Women’s History
Month.
The
Gisborne
Genealogical Group will follow
this theme into April, when the
topic for our monthly meeting
will be ‘Women in War’. We are asking members
to share stories of their female
ancestors who were involved during
times of conflict, perhaps as nurses,
working in munitions factories, as
part of the Women’s Land Army etc.
We look forward to hearing
some interesting stories. If you
have memorabilia, please bring it
Lyn Hall
along. The meeting will be held on
Thursday April 28 at 7.30pm in the Uniting Church,
Brantome Street, Gisborne. Visitors are always
welcome.
Our Saturday Workshops have begun for 2022.
They are held in the Family History Room, adjoining
the Gisborne Library, and start at 10am. Bookings are
essential – contact Lorna on 0402 091 034. The next
workshop will be held on Saturday April 2 when we
will look at the website ‘Family Search’ in detail.
On Wednesday April 20 we will have our first outing
for the year with a visit to the Public Records Office
in Ballarat in the morning and to Ballarat Cemetery in
the afternoon. Please contact Mary on 5428 3887 if
you would like to join us. Our outings are always an
enjoyable day.
The Family History room is open for research on
Tuesdays (10am to 1pm) and Thursdays (2pm to
5pm). For further details about the group, check our
website www.ggg.org.au.
Lyn Hall, President

ANZAC DAY
SERVICE
GISBORNE
The Gisborne Anzac
Day service will start at
10.30am at the Cenotaph
in Hamilton Street.

GISBORNE
CAB Co

ph: 5428 2444

gisbornecabs.com.au

Skin
and Nail
Problems, Nail
Surgery, Diabetes
Sports Injuries,
and Footwear,
PRIVATE
HEALTH
NDIS
DVA Assessments,
WORKCOVER
TACOrthotics
MEDICARE
Foot Pain, Foot Ulcers and Wounds, Children’s Feet

Skin and Nail Problems
Orthotics and Footwear

Nail Surgery
Foot Pain

Diabetes Assessments
Foot Ulcers and Wounds

Sports Injuries
Children’s Feet
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NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL
Bridging the divide

Cool Changes Gisborne

Council is seeking participants for an exciting new
climate change project.
Everyone in the community will continue to
experience the direct and indirect impacts of climate
change, regardless of their circumstances. Ageing
or isolated people may be more affected by extreme
weather events, while youth are already talking
about the mental health risks arising from living in a
changing climate.
Unfortunately, an understanding of these climateinduced health and wellbeing concerns has rarely
been explored in an inter-generational setting. This
is something Council hopes to change.
This project will pair younger people with older
people in conversations to discuss inter-generational
concerns, actions and personal experience of
climate-induced health and wellbeing risks.
Conversations will be filmed to create a series
of short videos helping us all to talk about climate
change and learn a few new actions to help us take
care of ourselves, and others.
If you are 15 to 25 years or 55+ and are interested
in participating, we would love to hear from you.
For more information or to register your interest,
please contact Justin Walsh at juwalsh@mrsc.
vic.gov.au

The Council-funded Cool Changes program is
a community-led initiative that brings together
community members to create a climate action plan
unique to their town.
We had a great response
to our initial survey, which
will shape the direction of
the program and lead to
solid foundations for the
project workshops.
The workshops will
be a great opportunity to
celebrate local skills and knowledge and to promote
all the hard work already underway helping us adapt
to and mitigate climate change risks in Gisborne.
If you would like to participate, please scan the
QR code above or contact Justin Walsh at juwalsh@
mrsc.vic.gov.au for more information
Workshops will take place at the Gisborne Library
on the following dates, with light refreshments
provided from 6pm.
Tuesday May 17, 6pm-8.30pm
Tuesday May 24, 6pm-8.30pm
Tuesday May 31, 6pm-8.30pm
We look forward to seeing you there.

State Government updates
offer to buy East Paddock
Macedon Ranges Shire Council has received an
updated offer from the State Government to buy the
East Paddock at Hanging Rock.
The proposed purchase has been bubbling
along since the matter was raised in 2018, with the
Government wishing to have the entire Hanging
Rock precinct in one ownership.
Council invites residents to provide feedback on
the proposed purchase via an online submission
and at an in-person meeting scheduled for Thursday
May 12, when community members will be able to
speak to councillors about the potential sale and
their submission.
The East Paddock covers about 22.5 hectares (56
acres) and is adjacent to the Hanging Rock Reserve.
The land was used for livestock grazing until it
was bought by the former Shire of Newham and
Woodend in 1990. The land is zoned Public Park and
Recreation Zone, which recognises land for ‘public
recreation and open space’. It has been used to host
a number of events including international concerts.
It attracts visitors from near and far and provides
tourism and economic benefits to the region.
Online submissions for community consultation
will close on Friday April 22. For more information go
to mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay

RAMS loves
the Macedon
Ranges.
Chris and the team at RAMS Gisborne have been
supporting the home ownership dreams of Macedon
Ranges locals for more than 20 years. Speak to the
team to see how they could help you too, because
home loans are what we do.

RAMS Home Loans
Shop 7, 50 Aitken Street, Gisborne

Chris Lee
5420 7951

More Information: Credit criteria, fees and charges apply. RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne is owned and operated by In Unity Pty Ltd ABN 87 114 063 071. Credit provider and issuer of RAMS deposit products: Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence
233714.
22160/0322
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NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL

Assembly to help shape future
of parks, waterways, reserves
Now is your chance to get involved in shaping the
future of open spaces in the Macedon Ranges Shire.
Council is calling for expressions of interest
to participate in a Community Assembly to guide
decisions about the future of the shire's parks,
playgrounds, sporting facilities and conservation
areas. The Assembly will be asked to consider the
outcome of the public consultation process.
The Community Assembly will provide recommendations to guide the development of the Council's
Open Space Strategy.
The Assembly will be a randomly selected group
of about 25 residents who reflect the diversity of the
community. Members will be independently recruited
and chosen to reflect our population, including age,
gender, location and other characteristics.
The Community Assembly will meet for an evening
briefing and two full-day sessions in May. Members
will receive a total honorarium of $400, in recognition
of their commitment.
Assembly selection will be managed by an
independent organisation which will also guide and
support Assembly members through the process. All
expressions of interest will be treated in accordance
with Council’s privacy policy.
How to get involved
Open to anyone 16 years or older. Please register
your interest at the link on Council’s website. Visit
www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay to apply.
Expressions of interest close at midnight on April
8. Note: Councillors, Council employees and their
immediate families are not eligible to register.
If you would like to receive project updates, please
register at mrsc.vic.gov.au/open-space or call the
Strategic Planning team on 5422 0333.

the situation change. Bookings are essential. For
further details and bookings, call 5421 9616, email
ecodevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au or visit mrsc.vic.gov.
au/business-events

Share your storm story,
photos and videos
Council’s storm recovery team are collecting content
to mark the one-year anniversary of the June 2021
storms. If you have written recollections, photos or
videos of that or any subsequent storms, we’d love
for you to share them with us.
Share pictures, video or even tell us a little or a lot
about your experiences during the storm, your cleanup, local wildlife and vegetation, or anything else
relating to storm recovery. Submit content to Monica
Hill, Community Engagement Officer, at mhill@
mrsc.vic.gov.au or if you have any questions you’re
welcome to call on 0499 369 728.

Free kits to help storm recovery
Macedon Ranges Shire Council is launching a new
program that will see 50 residents receive free habitat
kits to help support storm recovery and biodiversity in
their own back yards.
Each habitat kit recipient will attend a free
environmental workshop, receive three nest boxes
and some indigenous plant species. They will also be
given an information kit including local weed, plant
and bird guides. Residents who register but are not
successful for a habitat kit will go into the draw to win
indigenous plant seedlings.
Register your interest at mrsc.vic.gov.au/habitatkits. To be eligible you will need to have experienced
damage to trees or habitat on your property from the
June 2021 storm, and will need to attend a workshop
on 28 May in Woodend. Registrations are open until
5pm Monday April 18. Winners will be selected by
ballot and notified by email.

Mentoring with an expert

Kinder registrations open for 2023

Businesses in the Macedon Ranges are invited to
book a free mentoring session with small business
experts later this month. Get assistance to help you
plan, start or grow your business.
The Small Business Bus is a government-funded
mobile business mentoring service helping small
business operators to run, grow or start a business.
If restrictions allow, mentoring sessions will be
conducted face-to-face from 10am-4pm, April 26 to
29 in Gisborne, Woodend, Kyneton and Romsey.
Alternative online arrangements will be made should

Online registrations for three and four-year-old
kindergarten in 2023 are now open. Register online
before June 30 at mrsc.vic.gov.au/kindergarten
 Limited places remain at Gisborne kindergartens for the rest of this year. We have places
available at Swinburne Avenue and Manna Gum
Family and Children’s Centre. Five hours of threeyear-old kindergarten fees are partly funded in 2022.
It is only $567 for the year (billed in four terms).
Register online at mrsc.vic.gov.au/kindergarten or
call our early years unit on 5422 0239.

COUNCILLOR'S
COLUMN
With Cr Dominic Bonanno

Hello All,
With autumn upon us, I hope you have a
chance to enjoy our great town and wonderful
region during this beautiful time. It’s great to
be out and about again, attending markets and
the Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival. After a
rushed attempt last year, I’m sure this year will
be bigger and better and I know council staff have
worked tirelessly to make this event a success.
For more details, please visit the website
www.visitmacedonranges.com/autumn-festival
and get out there and support our local artisans
and businesses.
At our February meeting I raised a notice of
motion that was unanimously carried for Council to
write to the State Government requesting that the
full cost of setting up the kerbside glass collection
be covered by the Government, given that the
Container Deposit Scheme is being introduced in
2023. Let’s see if anything comes of it!
We resolved that Council endorse the detailed
design, tender and construction of a roundabout
(instead of traffic lights) at the intersection
of Barringo Road and Hamilton Road, New
Gisborne. This intersection will be a key gateway
to the Macedon Ranges Regional Sports Precinct
making the area safer for school kids and users of
the sports precinct in future.
Regarding roundabouts, I’m sure you will
have noticed the works at the intersection of
Melbourne-Kilmore Road. I consider this a case
of short-term pain for long-term gain. The works
are long overdue and my understanding is that
Regional Roads VIctoria will reuse the historic
bluestone from the old bridge in the final design of
the new roundabout.
This year I have the honour of laying a wreath
on behalf of Council at the Anzac Day dawn
service at Mt Macedon Memorial Cross, a special
time and place. I do hope you can join me as we
remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice
so we may live with the freedoms we enjoy today.
Lest we forget.
And finally, for those who celebrate Easter,
I hope you have a safe and happy Easter with
family and friends.
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Proudly sponsored by Phoenix Macedon Ranges Art & Craft, The Gallery Mt Macedon,
The Gisborne Singers, Licorice Allsorts, Macedon Music, The Mount Players, Australian
Decorative & Fine Arts Society Central Victoria and Macedon Ranges Photographic Society

Vivaldi and the ladies: the well-known,
the resurrected and the brand new
Music lovers can look forward to a performance of
the much-loved Gloria by Vivaldi (with orchestra) by
the Australian Chamber Choir at the Church of the
Resurrection, Macedon, on Saturday April 24 at 3pm.
The Australian Chamber Choir is also extremely
proud to perform the cantata Ecce nunc (Psalm 134)
by Agata della Pietà, a student at the orphanage
Ospedale della Pietà in Venice where Vivaldi
worked as teacher, conductor and composer for
about 40 years. Under his tutelage female students
reached very high musical standards and gave first
performances of his Gloria and Four seasons, along
with works by other reputable composers.
Arriving at the orphanage around 1720 as an
infant with no fingers on her left hand, Agata became
a fine soprano and composer.
For this important performance, possibly the
first since the 18th century, Elizabeth Anderson has
reconstructed vocal and instrumental parts where
necessary.
Yet another exciting inclusion in the program is
the first performance of the work Power in Stillness
by Melbourne composer Christine McCombe, a work
commissioned by the choir for their 2020 European
tour, which was cancelled due to COVID.
COVID restrictions will apply. Booking: www.
auschoir.org. Enquiries: 0452 531 750.

Gisborne
Gazette
If you would like
to advertise in
the Gazette,
call our
advertising
coordinator on
0401 810 581
or email
gisbornegazette
advertising@
gmail.com
Ad sizes and
prices are
available on our
website,
gisbornegazette.
org.au
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Open Studios Macedon
April 23 - 24
In conjunction with the Autumn Festival and with
funding support from the Macedon Ranges Shire
Council, we are again opening our Macedon studios
to the public. This will take place on the weekend
of the April 23 and 24 from 10am to 4pm with nine
studios welcoming interested visitors.
The artists invite you to come and view and
appreciate their wide-ranging work in a friendly and
informal way, and discuss
techniques
ranging
from textiles, ceramics,
botanical,
watercolour
and mixed media to
drawing, printmaking and
photo-graphy.
You can also enjoy the
lovely environment as
you move easily between
venues. Brochures are
available from The Gallery Mount Macedon and
Art by Caroliza.
other community outlets
as well as on Instagram, openstudiosmacedon, and
the Macedon Ranges Shire website. We look forward to sharing our art practice with you.
Marian Alexopoulos 0418 884 281

They're in a spin again
The Macedon Ranges Spinners and
Fibre Group are enjoying meeting
again. Plans are afoot for a full program
of activities this year.
Our mid-March ‘Natural Dyeing Day’ was
productive. Members dyed their spun yarn using
plants. Eucalyptus leaves coloured the fibre in tones
of pale green through to orange and madder-root
powder produced hues of salmon pink.
One member has been busy teaching spinning to
some Sunbury U3A folk. This has created interest in
some learners to join our group.
The group meets weekly each Wednesday
afternoon at the Bullengarook hall. Our members
include experienced spinners, weavers, knitters,
cross stitchers, embroiderers and those who crochet
as well as doing other fibre crafts. New members are
always welcome.

Heather Parry, 0400 805 921

This knitted fox scarf used
hand-spun yarn dyed with
eucalyptus leaves.

Eucalyptus leaves produce an
orange colour to dye fibre.

Autumn colours inspire at The Gallery
Autumn Reds
Macedon Ranges’ stunning colours
of autumn have inspired artists of
the gallery to show Autumn Reds in
all mixed media – paintings, photography, pottery,
glass, textiles and more. The amazing colours will
be on exhibition during April through to May 6.

If you see this in a local park, relax – it’s just the photo
society! Picture: John Spring

Portraits on the Mount
Entries for the Portrait Prize have now closed and
the submitted works are being hung and judged
during the first week of April.
The winners will be announced at a special
opening on Saturday April 9 at 2pm. Everyone
invited. The People’s Choice award will be
declared at the conclusion of the exhibition on
Saturday April 30 when visitors have had the
opportunity of voting.
We
thank
the
Gisborne
Bendigo Bank for
generously donating the prize money
and would like to encourage members of
the community to view
the exhibition, which
will be on show at The

Snappers ready
for outdoor action

Autumn shawls by Colleen Weste
Gallery Mount Macedon until April 30.
Enquiries to Jo Hoyne 0418 488 582 or info@
thegallerymtmacedon.com.au
The Gallery is open 10am to 4pm Friday to
Tuesday. 684 Mt Macedon Road.

Warm beanies
by Diane Dawe.

Delicate leaf
drawings by Jo
Hoyne.

Members of the Macedon
Ranges
Photographic
Society were recently on
the hunt for some action
around Gisborne. With an outdoor meeting on the
agenda and action the theme of the night, members
took turns in trying to create movement for the rest of
the group to photograph.
Some friendly fast dogs, Frisbees, balls, a club
member on a bicycle and another using a hoop all
provided opportunities for the photographers to boost
their shutter speeds and to focus on the action. Techniques such as freezing the action or panning the
camera to show movement were all tested out.
The club night was well attended and proved how
keen the members were to get out into the fresh air
and enjoy the antics of those who volunteered to create movement. Passers-by must surely have wondered why a group of 25 photographers were all focused on a cyclist!
Macedon Ranges Photographic Society provides
a variety of opportunities for its members. Engaging activities, challenges, competitions, exhibitions,
workshops and much more are on offer. The club
welcomes new members and encourages those who
might be interested to come along to a club night to
see what it is all about.
The club generally meets on the first Tuesday of
the month, followed by the next Monday at Dromkeen
in Riddells Creek. These meetings are held online if
restrictions are in place. Social chats start at 7pm
with the meeting beginning at 7.30pm. Please visit
www.macedon-ranges-photography.org.au.
Colleen Mahoney

REFRESH,
REVITALISE
+ RENEW









Anti-Ageing Facials + Peels
Micro Needling
Microdermabrasion
LED Light Therapy
Cosmetic Injectables
Waxing
Manicures + Pedicures
Massages

5428 8800

3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne
www.thespa.com.au

nixon financial services pty ltd

Bob Nixon

Michelle Abela

Joel Plowman

Marlene Zwarts

Providing financial services you can trust since 1973.
Gisborne Office: (T) 5428 0123, 23A Hamilton Street.
SunburyOffice: (T) 9744 2400, 19 Evans Street.

We have video conference call facilities.
Call and make an appointment.
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The power of choir

Singers’ exciting
news, and shows
coming up

Singers

The
Gisborne
Singers were excited
to win the “Spirit of
Relay” award at the
recent Relay For Life at Lancefield for their
outstanding contribution to the relay over
the years. The choir sang during the candlelighting ceremony (lit by three choristers)
and D’Arcy Wood read the annual poem
beautifully.
The choir is holding its first Donors’ Gala
The choir performs at the Relay for Life in March.
at 7pm on Saturday April 16 at the Bluestone
Theatre in Kyneton. This will be the official
sale and other benefits. Contact us at sponsorship@
opening of the organisation to patrons interested
gisbornesingers.org.au or to become a Friend of
in supporting the choir’s ambitious new musical
The Gisborne Singers please email us at friends@
endeavours.
gisbornesingers.org.au
All donations over $2 are tax deductible and can
The choir’s first concerts for 2022, Purcell’s
be made through the Australian Cultural Fund at
immortal Dido and Aeneas, will be on Sunday May 1
www.artists.australianculturalfund.org.au/s/projects
and May 8 at the Bluestone Theatre, Kyneton (1pm
Friends of the Gisborne Singers plus sponsors at
and 3pm performances both days). Triumph and
all levels are warmly invited to the gala, which will
tragedy come together in a semi-staged production
feature performances by internationally acclaimed
featuring Kristen Leich as Dido. Tickets available
mezzo soprano Kristen Leich in a preview of Dido
through our website.
and Aeneas, artistic patron Merlyn Quaife, and
For enquiries go to www.gisbornesingers.org.au
artistic director Luke Severn.
or phone 0408 156 263. 
Alison Kinghorn
Discounted tickets to Dido and Aeneas will be for
the

Gisborne

The Macedon Ranges
Film Society started the
film year with the British
film Military Wives. The
charming film is based on the true-life choirs that
exist in military bases all round the world. Not without
its frustrations, bands of women raise their voices
in song to combat the loneliness felt when their
partners go to work in such places as Afghanistan.
As usual, MRFS chooses films from several
genres which means that members this year will
view films containing drama such as I, Daniel Blake
and enjoy more than a dose of that plus good Aussie
humour in The Dish. All in all, the year is shaping up
to be one that is full of great entertainment, with a
festival of short films planned for August.
Film nights are held on the second Friday of the
month at the Norma Richardson Hall in Woodend.
The film, together with film notes, is followed by
supper – a glass of wine, a sandwich, a piece of
cake, convivial company. Now in its 12th year, MRFS
has perfected the recipe of following entertainment
with an enjoyable social situation.
Our film for April is Loving Vincent, the story of
Vincent van Gogh’s final days; in May we’ll be
screening Jo Jo Rabbit, about a young German boy
in WW2 who has an imaginary friend – Adolf Hitler.
For more information, visit our website www.
mrfilmsociety.org or email mrfilmsociety@gmail.
com. Call Lorraine on 0402 299 153 or Christine on
0407 012 140 for more details.

AUTUMN
BOTANIC ART
N
Exhibition dates

2 to 17 April
10am to 4pm
Sat/Sun/Tue

Opening Night Invitation
5pm to 8pm
1st of April, 2022
Mt Macedon Horticultural Hall
583 Mt Macedon Rd
Mt Macedon
Please join us at any time between 5-8pm for a
viewing of Autumn inspired botanic works by some
of Australia’s leading botanic artists.
An opportunity to view these intricately detailed
works and enjoy a glass of local wine.
All works are available for purchase.
For more information on this exhibition and other events held
by the Mt Macedon Horticultural Society during the Autumn
Festival www.mountmacedonhorticulture.org.au
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Artist's Archibald entry

KYNETON TOWN HALL SHOWS

Mt Macedon artist Kay Le Vannais started
her career painting landscapes, then took up
portraiture in 2011.
The portrait, Gouldy, that she is entering in the
Archibald Prize this year is her second entry in the
competition.
Her subject, Nigel Gould, is a Western
Australian miner and long-time advocate for
mental health in the industry.
In the painting, Mr Gould sits in a dark suit and
tie, wearing his yellow mining gear underneath.
Around him are some of the causes he cares
about, including a Royal Flying Doctor plane and
a Movember moustache for men’s health issues.
“This piece is basically a manifestation of a
lot of the things that have happened throughout
Nigel’s life,” Kay said.

A Boy Called Sailboat
A heart-warming movie with
acclaimed guitarists Slava and
Leonard Grigoryan providing
the soundtrack live.
Sunday April 10, 3pm.
Full $49, Seniors $45,
Concession $39, Student $10
Singing workshop and
sign-up day – Urban Sea
Shanties community choir
Saturday May 14, 9.30am–
12.30pm
Learn a repertoire of songs
over a four-month period,
culminating in a performance at Kyneton Town
Hall. Go to mrsc.vic.gov.au/get-involved, or call
Andrea on 0429 605 619 to find out more.
Melbourne International
Comedy Festival Roadshow
Wednesday May 11, 7.30pm.
Full $45, Seniors $38,
Concession $35
Game Boys Cinematic Universe
A high energy Hollywood
backstage tour where you can
be part of the movie magic.
Comedy, improvisation with
the audience and hundreds of
audio/visual cues.
Friday May 13, 7.30pm. Full $35, Concession
$30, Children (under 12) $10
To buy tickets for all shows: 1300 888 802 or
www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/buytickets

Memoir of a 'Wyche-chick'
Five years as a counsellor on Christmas Island left
Christine Cummins with a strong sense of outrage
over what she regards as appalling mistreatment
of refugees and asylum-seekers by the Australian
Government. It prompted her to publish a memoir of
her time on the island.
Christine appeared at an event organised by
Macedon Ranges Rural Australians for Refugees in
March and told the audience of her experiences on
Christmas Island.
She remembers a time, before July 2013, when
the processing of refugees was more humane.
But then the Federal Government decreed that
no asylum-seekers arriving by boat could settle in
Australia. "People were left in this endless limbo,
where they still find themselves today. And so my
clinical recommendations as the years went on…
were just repeatedly ignored."
Christine has been deeply affected by her
experiences working with traumatised asylumseekers and, in her own words, "refuses to shut up".

Yet this tireless campaigner for the
rights of the disadvantaged does not
see herself as anything other than
ordinary. "I grew up in Wycheproof. One
of seven. I’m a Wyche-chick," she said.
When she came back from Christmas Island,
Christine joined Rural Australians for Refugees and
"became a loudmouth".
The Government introduced legislation threatening any who had served in the detention network with
two years’ jail if they spoke out. Christine started a
petition. "We got the AMA on board and repealed that
legislation through the House of Representatives,"
she said. "We can make change happen. Don’t think
you’re too small. Anyone can do it. And voices combined are mighty powerful."
Christine’s book, Dignity in a Teacup – True Stories
of Courage and Sacrifice from Christmas Island, is
published by Arcadia. It is available at bookstores
and online at www.scholarly.info or www.dymocks.
com.au

S’no time like now to help the snow gums
Council invites landholders to be part of a community
project to help monitor the local ecology of an iconic
eucalypt species and the local impacts of climate
change.
The Macedon Ranges Shire is the epicentre
for low-lying snow gums in Victoria (Eucalyptus

pauciflora); they occur across several ecosystems
and geology types throughout the shire.
There has been community concern at dieback in
snow gum populations on Mount Macedon and surrounds and climate modelling indicates this vegetation type is the most vulnerable to climate change.

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
(Part time – 12hrs/week)
A busy and vibrant Parish, the Anglican Church of Gisborne is looking for a competent
Administration Assistant to support the Parish and the Vicar.
The candidate needs to be experienced in general administration duties; executive committee support,
website updates, calendar management and publication layout using ‘Adobe InDesign’. The Parish is looking for
a candidate who can demonstrate a high level of diplomacy, maintain confidentiality in dealing with sensitive
information and bring a courteous disposition to the role.

Before applying for the role, please review the position description which can be found at
www.anglicanparishgisborne.org.au
Applications close on Thursday 14th April 2022. Applications to be submitted online to
gisbornevicar@bigpond.com OR
in hard copy to PO Box 325, Gisborne, 3437

Snow gums are readily identifiable, which means
they are a great plant species for citizen science.
Council is looking to map and monitor population
health across private land on Mount Macedon, in the
Cobaw Biolink and across the Riddells Creek, Ashbourne and Baynton-Sidonia areasr.
Get involved by going to the snow gum monitoring
webpage (www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/Biodiversity) where
a printable brochure is available to explain how to
identify a snow gum and how to share your records.
For more information contact Council’s Environment Team on 5422 0333, or email environment@
mrsc.vic.gov.au.
All records must be received by April 17.

Snow
gums in
the
ranges.
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Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House  4 Hamilton Street
Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm  Phone 5428 1450
e: history@gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

www.gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

LOCAL HISTORY

Hippodromes and Horticulture
By Robin Godfrey
George S. Titheradge
began his theatrical career in England in 1865
at the age of 17. After
gaining acting experience with companies
in the provinces, he
joined a touring theaTitheradge
tre company which gave
him excellent grounding in having to
perform many parts with the bill being
changed nightly.
In 1879, the theatre company of
which Titheradge was a member came
to Australia to tour the stages of Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.
Titheradge was a great favourite in
Australia and the critics loved him –
they found him "so intelligent and refined that no matter what kind of part
he plays, he always plays it well."
When George Titheradge was a young
man, he was an ardent fisherman and
he took every opportunity to indulge in
this, his favourite pastime. At the time
he was first performing in Melbourne,
he heard that there was trout fishing to
be had about 35 miles from the City at
a village called Riddells Creek.
Each time he visited the village, he
stayed at the one little hotel and generally in the evenings, some of the
residents of the village dropped in for
a chat and a smoke. One of the acquaintances Titheradge met at the hotel was the proprietor of the local nursery, Walter Smith of Smith’s Nursery.
Titheradge and Smith had a mutual love of horticulture and this subject
predominated their casual chats.
Smith's Nursery had been established in 1863 and was the source of
many of the oak and elm trees planted
in and around Gisborne in later years.
The nursery also had extensive stocks
of many varieties of apple trees which
went on to be planted in the orchards
of many Mount Macedon estates and
Gisborne house gardens.
Walter Smith’s passion was the cultivation of the narcissus – the species
otherwise known as the daffodil. He
was always talking about the subject
and proudly told George Titheradge
that he had quite a nice collection of
bulbs.
On one occasion, Smith confided
to Titheradge his desire to make the
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daffodil more generally known, as he
felt convinced that once the case had
been made, its merits would be much
more appreciated.
“As beautiful as orchids, without
their expense,” was Smith's remark.
“Well,” said Titheradge, “why don’t
you promote the cause?”
“What chance have I?” Smith
replied; “an obscure nurseryman, in an
obscure village? It requires a man in
the public eye, a man well-known, and
a favourite. You could do it, George!”
At that time, Titheradge was probably the most popular actor in Australia.
“But,” Titheradge said, “I’m not interested in daffodils; don’t care for daffodils. In fact they all look the same to
me.”
“That’s because you only know two
or three of the common varieties,”
Smith advised. “Look here, I’ll let you
have a few bulbs of each of my varieties, and when they flower I’m sure
you’ll become a convert. In the meantime, think over my suggestion that
you should popularise the species.”

George Titheradge in costume.
Walter Smith sent the bulbs.
George Titheradge planted them, and
thought no more of the matter.
Just before the flowering season,
Titheradge was astonished to receive
a note from the secretary of the Austral
Salon (see footnote) – a literary and
social club for ladies – thanking him
for kindly consenting to deliver a
lecturette on the daffodil on a certain
date in August, when the Countess
of Hopetoun, wife of the state
Governor, would preside.

Titheradge arranged an order to the
recognised world authority on daffodils, Barr and Sons of Covent Garden,
London, for a collection of bulbs embracing nearly all the varieties of daffodil that were at that time in cultivation,
as there was much dispute about nomenclature among the few enthusiasts
who grew them.
George Titheradge stated that when
he left Australia in 1902 to tour the
United States, he sold his daffodil bulb
collection for £500 (about A$120,000
in 2022), and one of the largest buyers at his sale was a Mr Alister Clarke,
of ‘Glenara’ at Bulla (nationally noted
rose breeder).

Footnote

Walter Smith at Smiths Nursery. Photo
by George S. Titheradge – State Library
of Victoria Collection.
Walter Smith, the nurseryman, had
arranged it all.
Needless to say, the next time Titheradge and Smith met, Titheradge remonstrated with Smith, and not at all
gently. He gave Smith to understand
that when he appeared in any character on stage, he was generally armed
at all points – and what did Walter
mean by arranging for him to make an
exhibition of himself in a role for which
he was unfitted?
“I know nothing about the daffodil,”
Titheradge exclaimed.
“Make your mind easy,” Smith coolly assured him; none of your audience
will know anything about them, so you
can say what you please about the
subject.”
Titheradge could not very well get
out of the event, so he had to make up
his mind to risk the challenge.
He procured himself a copy of a
noted brochure on the subject of daffodils and, with the aid of some fine
blooms supplied by Walter Smith, the
lecturette turned out to be not such a
failure as Titheradge had feared.
There was an account of the lecturette in the principal newspapers, with
pictures of George Titheradge surrounded by a display of daffodils, and
soon he was inundated with letters
from all parts of the country asking his
advice and instruction in the propagation of the daffodil.

The Austral Salon of Music was founded by a small group of women journalists in Melbourne in 1890 as a club for
women writers. It then developed into
a club whose aim was to introduce aspiring young musicians to an interested audience, and still operates today.
Starting with Lady Hopetoun in 1890
and continuing until the retirement of
Elizabeth Chernov in 2015, the spouse
of the Victorian Governor was always
patron of the Salon.
Many well-known artists such as
Dame Nellie Melba were heard at the
Salon and went on to make outstanding careers.
George Sutton Titheradge became a
recognised authority on daffodils, acting as a judge at daffodil shows in England and Australia. In his last years he
lived at Oak Cottage, Vaucluse, Sydney, and was president of the Actors’
Association of Australasia.
He died of cancer in January 1916
and was buried in the Anglican section
of South Head cemetery, Sydney. He
was aged 68 years. He was survived
by his second wife Alma and by their
son and six daughters.
Walter Joseph Smith produced articles on floricultural subjects which appeared from time to time in The Argus.
He also gave lectures and exhibitions
in conjunction with George Titheradge.
He was the instigator in introducing
the beauties of the daffodil to the public
of Victoria.
Smith died at Riddell in December
1938, aged 84. He was survived by a
daughter and two sons. He is buried at
the Gisborne Cemetery.

Italian POWs and women helped wartime farmers
Italian prisoners of war and the Women's Land Army
made their appearance in a small way in the Gisborne
area during the Second World War.
POWs
Four POWs were conscripted to Glen Elgin, on the
Gisborne Melton Road, one of the few very large farms
nearby, in 1944.
The use of POWs to ease the shortage of farm
labour was kept fairly quiet by the federal government because it feared a bad public reaction, but the
scheme became popular among farmers.
A report in the Bacchus Marsh Express gives a
great description of the experience at Glen Elgin. The
property was owned at the time by a former WW1 military officer, Clive Sanderson.

“After three months’ experience as an employer of Italian prisoners of war, Mr Clive Sanderson states that
every farmer should take advantage of this source of
labor.
He has nothing but praise for the four Italians who
are in his charge.
They have learned to milk cows, have established a
first-class vegetable garden, and have put farm equipment and fencing into good repair.
One of the men is a saddler and has overhauled Mr
Sanderson’s harness. Another is an expert axe-man
and will shortly be tried out on a big post splitting job.
At the moment one of the Italians is engaged on the
cleaning-out of a dam and handling a four-horse team

Mr Sanderson has noticed that the Italians have
won the respect of his neighbours, and not without
reason, for the men have shown kindness such as insisting on carting water for one of the nearby farmers
last Sunday. As to their honesty, Mr Sanderson states
that if he places chocolates or oranges in the men’s
quarters, they will not touch them unless he tells them
the things are for them.
He pays the Army £1 a week for each labourer, and
as a result of their aid he has been able to expand
farm production in all its branches.” – Bacchus Marsh
Express February 26, 1944

Declaration signed by an Italian prisoner of war
enabling him to undertake farm labour in 1943.
with a scoop. The men work from dawn till dark, Mr
Sanderson’s main difficulty being to persuade them to
relax. Another difficulty is the language barrier, which
has to be overcome by signs and gestures.
Their main pleasures are attending church, bathing
and rabbiting. Mr Sanderson declares that the Italians
still think rabbits a table delicacy, although they have
eaten them for about two meals a day ever since they
arrived.
Vegetables grown on the farm form a large part of
their diet, together with spaghetti and bread. One of
the men acts as cook for the others.
Next to their willingness, Mr Sanderson rates the
cleanliness and honesty of the men.
Fortunately the farm water storages are able to
cope with the frequent baths the men indulge in.

WOMEN'S LAND ARMY
In Victoria, the CWA started a Women’s Land Army
scheme as farms emptied of young men going off to
war, and trained the women at Burnley. About 1942
the federal government took over and established a
national scheme, though it was always voluntary.
The women were known to all as “land girls”. The
Sear family at Bundaleer on Melton-Gisborne Road
employed at least one land girl in 1944. Besides other
chores, she was required to be able to milk and drive,
and her wages were two pounds a week plus board.
This amount was well above the minimum set by the
government of 30 shillings for an average of 48 hours’
work a week.
Land girls were also used extensively at the Riddells Creek flax mill, with at least 30 recorded there in
1942.

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS
OPEN DAYS AT GISBORNE COURT HOUSE
Saturday April 9 and Sunday April 10
10am to 12 noon and 2pm to 4pm daily
Historical Society members will be available to assist you to view our extensive
files of Gisborne and Mount Macedon’s History and to research your family history,
property, local business or subdivision. Free of charge.

MECHANICAL SERVICES PTY. LTD.

You will also have the opportunity to view the courtroom of the Gisborne Court House
which retains its original 1860s magistrate’s bench, witness box, jury seating area
and elevated public gallery.
The adjacent 1860s bluestone two-cell goal with its audio assistance will also be
open for inspection.
Put Saturday April 9 and Sunday April 10 in your diary.

PHONE: 0448 197 555
Family owned and operated, with over 25
years’ experience
Full Mobile Workshop
Onsite Service and Repairs
Servicing Macedon Ranges and Surrounds












Forklifts – all makes and models
Light Trucks
Mini Loaders & Excavators
Replacement tyres and rubber tracks
Hydraulic repairs
Full diagnostic scan tools
Engine and transmission overhaul and rebuilds
Scheduled maintenance
Emergency breakdowns
Mini Loader Hire also available!
Based in Riddells Creek

Come and see inside the
old Gisborne Court House.
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Woodend Lifestyle Carers Group
recently celebrated its 10th birthday with
a ‘picnic’ at Woodend RSL. It was exactly
Woodend
Lifestyle Carers Group
10 years to the day since the volunteer
carer support group started. Back in 2012, with the
help of Bendigo Health Carers Support, a small group
of Macedon Ranges seniors got together to enjoy
afternoon tea and the opportunity to chat about their
undoubtedly mixed feelings on looking after a loved
one living at home with dementia.
By the end of that first year, the numbers had swelled
to 32 couples meeting in
Woodend twice monthly.
These meetings enabled
them to feel less isolated
for a few hours while
enjoying the company
of new friends who
understood their feelings
not only of sadness but
often anger at the lifestyle
changes forced upon their
loved ones and themselves
Janet Hawkins OAM cuts
by this insidious disease. the birthday cake.
The attendees included a
number of professionals who over the past decade
have been invited to speak at group meetings.
Janet Hawkins OAM honoured the group by cutting
a beautiful birthday cake. Janet’s generosity and
understanding of what it means to be a carer promises
to ensure that WLCG will eventually be able to give
greater support to families living with dementia through
the Macgregor’s Farm Day Care Cottage project.
Saturday April 2 will see the start of monthly car
boot sales at Macgregor’s Farm in Old Lancefield
Road, Woodend North, to raise funds for this project
(info at 0418 638 791).
We look forward to seeing you then. Just think 'declutter' and 'bargain hunt'!
Cherry Servis
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Learn what to do
in a mental
health emergency
A community forum on
‘What to do in a mental
health emergency’ will be
held on April 6.
The forum is being presented by My Family Matters
and Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health and
will discuss the ins and outs of how a mental health
emergency can be dealt with. It will feature guest
speakers from Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria,
and Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health. A key
focus of the evening will be what you can do to prepare
for a mental health emergency.
Taking time to sit down and develop a crisis care
plan with, or on behalf of, the person you care for may
assist you at a time of crisis.
A crisis care plan needs to be planned before an
event. This will allow you to have thought about it
thoroughly prior to an event happening.
Anything that can be done to lower the levels of
stress and anguish at the time of a crisis could prove
valuable, save time and ensure that both you and the
person you care for receive the best available care
and support.
All participants at the forum will receive a template
of a mental health emergency plan. Copies will also
be available online.
Light refreshments will be served and there will be
opportunity to ask questions during the forum.
WHERE: The forum is at the Hume Global Learning
Centre, 40 Macedon Street, Sunbury, from 6.307.30pm on April 6.
It is free but bookings are essential. Please call
0475 269 965 to reserve a place or go to www.
trybooking.com/BXCNO
For further details or information, please contact
Mike Hamer on 0411 549 432.

Hailey’s sister Maddie is 10 years old and a friend
of mine. I look forward to receiving letters from her. I
have a big picture of Maddie in very large sunglasses
and a hat with the front turned up. I can’t see a lot of
her face, just a beautiful smile.
With Betty Doolan
Our walls are covered with paintings from the ‘little
kinder’ artists at Willowbank Early Learning Centre.
Some time back I told you about a very young girl
We can’t thank the children enough for all the effort
who had her beautiful golden locks of hair cut off and
that has been put into these paintings, so I’d like to
she donated her hair to Wigs for Kids. Her name was
say a big thank you here to these wonderful children.
Hailey Stubbs.
By the time you read this month’s Gazette, I should
Well, I would like to tell you what
have been to the Garden Show.
Hailey, who is only 13 years old,
This is the first show in two years,
has been doing. Recently she won
and I am looking forward to walking
the hammer event at the Victorian
around the Exhibition Building.
State Championships. She also
When I started work, it was in the
competed in the shot put and discus
old Exhibition Building with the Motor
events. Hailey’s family, trainers and
Registration Branch. Driving licences
her school (Sacred Heart College)
were then 2/6 (25 cents). Does that
in Kyneton are all very proud of her
show hold old I am?
and we all look forward to watching
Art on display at The Oaks from
Stay safe,
Willowbank Early Learning Centre.
her in future events.
Betty

BETTY'S
BOOP

In many previous columns we’ve mentioned how The
Shed provides support for our community by making
things, fixing things and raising funds for worthy
causes. We also provide a valuable
community service by offering a
bunch of old (and not so old) blokes
a cuppa and a chat a few days each
week, giving other members of their
respective households some much-needed me time.
This community connection works both ways
because all of these activities also put our members
in touch with each other and their community.
It is universally acknowledged that such connection
with others can lower anxiety and depression, lead
to higher self-esteem and improve immune systems.
State and federal governments provide funding for
Men’s Sheds because it’s cheaper to keep a bloke in
a shed than in a hospital!

If you have a bloke somewhere in your life who could
benefit from a bit of healthy community connection, think
about getting in touch with us.

Much has been made of the negative mental
health impacts of isolation during lockdown periods
in the current pandemic. But any of us can, and too
often do, become truly isolated without the imposition
of government edict, just by staying at home and
withdrawing from society.
If you have a bloke somewhere in your life
who could benefit from a bit of healthy community
connection, think about getting in touch with us.
We’re open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday in
the mornings.

Health Talk

About epilepsy

Epilepsy is a neurological disorder
where the brain activity becomes
abnormal due to disruption of electrical
activity within the brain. This then
causes seizures or periods of unusual
behavior, sensations and sometimes a
loss of awareness.
Anyone can develop epilepsy and it affects
about 250,000 Australians, which is just over 1% of
the population. It is more likely to be diagnosed in
childhood or in the elderly, however it can occur at
any age.
Types of epilepsy
There are three main types of epilepsy. Focal type
involves a specific area of the brain. Generalised can
involve multiple areas of the brain. Mixed type can
mean the person can have either focal or generalised
seizure activity.
Causes
In about 50% of cases, we can never identify a
cause. However, genetics do play an important role
in epilepsy. Epileptic seizures can also be caused
by anything that causes damage to the brain. Head
injury or trauma is an important cause. Strokes, brain
infections or inflammation, brain tumors, alcohol,
illicit drug use, electrolyte imbalances, blood sugar
disturbances and certain types of dementia.

with Dr Umair Masood

Symptoms
There can be some temporary confusion and a
feeling of being “fuzzy”. Some people can just have a
staring spell that can last seconds or minutes. During
this time, it is as if the person is not really there and
someone has hit the pause button.
The classic epilepsy symptom is uncontrollable
jerking movements of arms and legs. There may also
be memory lapses around this time and also a feeling
of an out of body experience.
What can you do if someone is having a seizure?
● Stay with the person
● Time the length of the seizure
● Move any furniture or other objects in the vicinity,
so they do not hit them
● Once the seizure stops, roll them on to their side
(recovery position)
● Make sure they are breathing well
● Talk to them and reassure that everything is ok
● They will then stand up when they are ready
● If the seizure lasts longer than five minutes,
if there is an injury during a seizure, if there are
breathing issues or the person is not responsive
once the seizure finishes, call the ambulance.
Treatment
Investigations such as bloods and a brain wave study
are performed depending on the cause of the seizure.
There are effective medications that can be used to
treat epilepsy.

Is your COVID-19 vaccination up to date?
The Australian Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (ATAGI) has updated the definition
from ‘fully vaccinated’ to ‘up to date’.
To now be considered up to date, you must
receive all recommended doses for your age and
health status. 'Up to date' applies to people aged
16 and over who have received all three doses,
and people aged five to 15 who have received a

full course of vaccination, who are not otherwise
immunocompromised.
People aged 70+ are now eligible for the in-home
vaccination service.
To book your vaccination appointment, call the
Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398 (8am-8pm,
seven days a week) or go to coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
book-your-vaccine-appointment.

Coronavirus Hotline – 1800 675 398
(8am-8pm, seven days a week) or
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-yourvaccine-appointment.
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Cheers! Drink up!
There’s been a lot of focus on mental health,
particularly feelings of anxiety, over the last couple
of years, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the months we have spent in lockdown. But who
would have thought that drinking a glass of water
could help reduce anxiety?
We know that our body is made up of 60-80%
water, but water has sadly been overlooked as an
important nutrient. Many Australians experience
feelings of anxiety now and then and this has
undoubtedly been worsened by recent events. But
could the answer to alleviating your anxiety quite
literally be ‘on tap’?
Of course, if your anxiety is upsetting to you, or
interferes with work or relationships, consulting a
mental health professional may be the best course.

An article about general
health by local resident
Julie Ireland
Research conducted over the past few years has
found that dehydration led to people experiencing
negative emotions such as anger, hostility,
confusion, tension, fatigue and anxiety. People who
drink five cups or more of water a day were also
found to be at lower risk of depression and anxiety.
Inside our brains, when water levels are too
low the brain is unable to function properly, having
to work harder due to the reduction in energy
production. Dehydration is seen as a threat

When should I see
a dietitian?
First off, let’s talk about what a dietitian does – A
dietitian discusses all things food and body. They can
discuss how food plays a role in your
life, how food fits into your routine,
what good food means to you, and
many other things. A dietitian will
share ways to optimise your nutrition
in line with your health goals.
There is no ‘right’ time to see
a dietitian. Are you worried about New dietitian
getting enough veggies in? Or at MRH, Kelly
Bramble.
maintaining your strength and
healthy movement? Or are you looking to gain some
dinner inspiration?
The most important question to ask yourself is – do
you have a health concern i.e. diabetes, high blood
pressure, or high cholesterol that can be managed
with a healthy diet? If so, a dietitian session may be
useful. 
Submitted by Macedon Ranges Health

Find out about help
for older folk
to stay at home
Most people want
to stay in their
homes for as long
as possible as they get older. Commonwealth
Home Support Program services can provide extra
support for you to stay independent and living safely
at home.
In April and May, Macedon Ranges Shire Council
is holding free information sessions for older people,
their families and carers to explain what the Home
Support Program is, services available locally, how
you can access support, and approximate costs.
The sessions will be held from 10am to 12 noon
at Kyneton Mechanics Institute on April 26, Riddells
Creek Community Centre on May 3, Woodend
Community Centre on May 12, Macedon Community
Centre on May 23, or online on May 30.
Free transport can be arranged if you do not have
access to transport.
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by cells, leading to a state of anxiety.
Of course, we must keep in mind that there are a
wide range of factors that can affect an individual’s
anxiety levels. It is important to also address lifestyle
factors such as diet, levels of physical activity and
sleep patterns when looking at our overall mental
wellbeing, as no single factor, such as drinking
water, is likely to resolve feelings of anxiety on its
own. But it certainly can’t hurt!
We now have a fridge that dispenses ice and
iced water and somehow the fridge is making me
drink much more water than I have in the past (who
am I to question the power of whitegoods)! So, I’ll
take that as a sign that making sure I am hydrated
is looking after my mental health.
Take care of yourselves, everyone.

Course to be held
on mentoring
teenage boys
Can you help?

Volunteers needed
in op shop and
exercise class
Are you interested in supporting
the health and wellbeing of
residents in your local community?
Do you have some time to spare?
Macedon Ranges Health is
seeking volunteers for two of our fantastic programs.
Do you have a passion for fashion? Do you love the
mantra of ‘Reduce, reuse, recycle’? Come and join
the dedicated team at the Opportunity On Hamilton
op shop. Not only will you connect with likeminded
people in a fun environment, you may just spot that
bargain of a lifetime!
The shop is open Monday to Friday and volunteer
days and times are flexible to fit around your other
commitments. Drop into the shop and meet Kym, the
shop coordinator, to discuss or simply call Macedon
Ranges Health on 5428 0300 and leave your details.
The op shop not for you? Maybe you are excited
by exercise, or a fitness fan. Or simply keen to assist
older members of the community regain and maintain
their ability to remain active and engaged.
Our Keeping Your Balance Program runs on Monday mornings, and Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
for one hour. In these classes, which are facilitated by
our trained staff, volunteers play a vital role helping
clients gain confidence and feel secure in doing the
challenging exercises. Volunteers also assist with
setting up, welcoming clients etc, so overall your
commitment would be about 90 minutes per session.
Please call our friendly reception team on 5428 0300
to register your interest in supporting this important
program.
Lisa Newman, Volunteer Coordinator

Men who work with
or regularly interact
with teenage boys in the Macedon Ranges are being
invited to take part in a six-week program which aims
to explore the important role mentors play in guiding
young people as they move towards adulthood.
The program will cover topics such as masculine
stereotypes and the impact these can have, and the
importance of encouraging boys to reach their full
potential by focusing on their strengths.
“More so than ever we need positive male role
models within the lives of our young people,” says
program facilitator Joel Hines from the Man Cave
Academy. “Teenagers are struggling to find their
identity and they are looking to the adults in their
lives for a bit of guidance. Being surrounded by a
broad range of healthy masculinities helps disrupt the
stereotypical narrative and enable boys to shape the
kind of man they want to become.”
Anyone in a leadership or mentoring role such
as sports coaches, teachers and community group
leaders are encouraged to attend and it is hoped that
the more people across the Macedon Ranges who
take part, the bigger the impact will be on the whole
community. The sessions will tap into the knowledge
and diversity within the group.
‘Mentoring Teenage Boys’ is being held from
6.30-8.30pm from Monday May 2 to June 6, with
the venue location to be confirmed. To register, go
to www.surveymonkey.com/r/mentoringboysinMR or
contact kathryn.chai@scchc.org.au at Sunbury and
Cobaw Community Health.

FOR THE GREEN THUMBS
Autumn events to celebrate horticultural centenary
Mount Macedon & District Horticultural Society –
1922 - 2022

To celebrate our society turning 100
years old in 2022, we are presenting a
series of events throughout autumn. Events are either
gold coin donation or ticketed events, booked through
our website www.mountmacedonhorticulture.org.au
Location: Mount Macedon Horticultural Hall, 583
Mount Macedon Road, Mount Macedon.
AUTUMN BOTANIC ART EXHIBITION
Exhibition: Saturdays/Sundays/Tuesdays, April 2 to
17, 10am to 4pm.
Artists Open Studio: Tuesdays April 5, 12 and 19,
10am to 4pm.
Exhibition and Open Studio both gold coin entry.

BOTANIC ART WORKSHOPS
Advanced: John Pastoriza-Pinol, April 6, 7 and 8.
Three-day workshop, 10am to 4pm. Classes limited
to 10 attendees. Ticketed event, $395; cost of the
workshop includes morning tea and a light lunch.
Intermediate: Steph Goss, April 13 and 14. Two-day
workshop, 10am to 4pm. Ticketed event $295, includes morning tea and a light lunch.
DREAMING GARDENS
Three master gardeners compare notes
A day of dreaming and discussion, including presentations by Stephen Ryan, Simon Rickard and Michael
McCoy. Includes morning tea, lunch and garden tour.
April 20. Ticketed event, $295 per person.
GARDENING WORKSHOPS
Propagating with Stephen Ryan, April 21. One-day

Floristry, the art of flower arrangement, April 22.
One-day workshop, 10am to 4pm. Includes morning
tea and light lunch. Ticketed event $75. Limited to 40.
How to make beautiful things from garden offcuts with Greg Block, April 23. Half-day workshops
(two separate sessions). Greg is an award-winning
floral designer. Participants will be shown how to
make garden objects. Morning session: 10am to 1pm.
Afternoon session 2-pm. Includes morning or afternoon tea. Ticketed event, $75. Sessions limited to 12.
Flower show winner page 39

Garden club back in bloom

Daly Nature Reserve
News
The
Australian
Heritage Festival will
be celebrated in the
coming weeks. Victoria’s dates are from April 18 until
May 2. Keep a look-out for any local exhibitions or
events.
Gisborne has a rich heritage of people, buildings,
businesses, trees, even bridges, all of which are
worthy of celebration and preservation. Many longtime residents are sad to see the inevitable changes
taking place. Whilst creating the new, we must
respect the past and learn from it.
UL Daly Nature Reserve was under threat from
development in 2012, and it took a concerted community effort to save it. Our Friends group has worked
hard to nurture this sample of nature’s greenery,
fauna and flora, which exists so close to the centre
of town. It is a glimpse into our heritage and there for
all to enjoy.
Sunday March 6, Clean-up Australia Day, saw a
dismal, drizzling morning which did not deter a small
group of collectors from picking up rubbish in the
reserve. Thank you to those participants.
Tuesday April 12 at 9.30am will be our next working
bee, should you wish to join us. Please wear suitable
clothing to deal with our changeable weather.

workshop, 10am to 4pm. Morning session – Seed
propagating. Afternoon session – vegetive propagation. Includes morning tea and a light lunch.
Ticketed event $75. Workshop limited to 20 people.

Members at the working bee clear water flow away
from the Scout Hall after heavy rains.
Enquiries to dalynaturereserve@gmail.com
Friends of Daly Nature Reserve

Hamilton Street
Vets
Providing high quality, friendly, veterinary services in
the Macedon Ranges. 74 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.

Phone 5420 7000 for an appointment

Hello garden lovers!
We are happy to report that the Gisborne
Garden Club is functioning again after the
hiatus of COVID-19 restrictions.
We have an event program for the rest
of this year and have had a successful meeting of
members at a garden in Macedon featuring extensive
heritage rose plantings. Forty-three members had a
wonderful afternoon enjoying afternoon tea and wandering through the extensive garden and greenhouse
on Honour Avenue. We are grateful to Peter and Trevor for their hospitality and interesting discourse. We
also thank those members who brought the wonderful
array of delicious cakes and snacks to the meeting.
Our next meeting is planned for the second
Wednesday of April when we will be visiting the Springhill Nursery in Tylden. The nursery features many established espalier trees and a wide range of quality
plants. Owner Cathy will give a short talk about the
history and range of plants available to members followed by the usual afternoon tea. Bring your own cup
and seat but no plant to share, please. At this meeting,
members are asked to register their names for the bus
trip in May to “Rivers at Yarrambat”.
The Gisborne Garden Club meets every second
Wednesday of the month and visitors are welcome.
If you need more information regarding meetings or
functions, contact Bernhard on 0424 038 474.
Bernhard Sucher

Mobile pool and spa service

• Over 20 years’ experience
servicing pools and spas in the area.
• Maintenance, pumps, filters,
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.
• Specialising in water and energy efficient
technologies.
Call Daniel

0416 289 898

dan@smartpoolservices.com.au
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PETS
Vet Talk

With Dr Caitlin Horwood-Skelton

Cats: Crystals and stones
Cats are amazing creatures.
They can live in any manner of
environment, from desert to oasis,
and the feature that helps them
cope is the incredible capacity of the
kidneys to filter and reabsorb 99% of the fluid
that passes through their body system. The remaining 1% is excreted in the urine, and this can
be where problems arise if things aren’t working
according to plan.
Some cats will excrete an unusual combination of magnesium and phosphorus byproducts
in an overly concentrated urine, resulting in the
creation of urinary crystals, or even bladder
stones. These can be painful, or worse: cause
a serious, life-threatening blockage to the urine
outflow in male cats.
It is noticed as irregular or uncomfortable urination, blood in the urine, or inability to urinate at
all (an emergency!)
How to avoid this scenario?
 Encourage good water intake: for some cats
this means having a continuous flowing water
fountain as a drinking option, or adding flavour
to encourage drinking.
 Prescription diets are available to help keep
the urine pH and concentration low for cats susceptible to forming urinary crystals.
Internal stress and hormonal responses can
be another factor:
you can reduce urinary stress by ensuring there is plenty of
space for normal toileting (an extra litter
tray per cat), and that
your favourite feline
feels they are in a
friendly environment,
living a calm but enriched existence.
What we all want,
Why should I drink this
really.
tasteless water?

Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage
Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon

Big induction at dog training
March started off with a huge 37 new members
and their beautiful fur babies joining us at Macedon
Ranges Obedience Dog Club. The first Sunday was
wet but our second induction for March was a nice
sunny morning.
There are not many times during the year when
weather stops our instructors from being there for
classes. The main exception is Code Red days as
the training grounds are an evacuation centre for the
Riddells Creek area.

One
of the
many
eager
pooches
at
class in
March.

Our winter motto should be “It may
be raining... but we are still training.”
Three questions we often get asked
are:
"How old does my puppy need to
be?" Pups must be a minimum of 16
weeks and they must be fully vaccinated before they
can start training.
“Can my child train our dog?” Children 12 and
over are permitted to train dogs but must have an
adult present and be supervised at all times. Once
they are 16 this is no longer required.
“My dog is not a puppy and has never done
obedience training. Can we still join?” Of course.
Many dogs have joined the club as adults. The saying “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks” could not
be more untrue.
So, if you think your dog is too old, too young or
that winter is coming, our instructors will be there
every Sunday morning to teach you and your dog
and help you work better together.
For more information, visit our website
at
www.macedonrangesdogclub.org.au, or contact us
via our Facebook page or email info@macedonrangesdogclub.org.au.
More frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) are on
our website.
Don’t be shy, come and see us at the Riddells
Creek Recreational Reserve, Sutherlands Road, Riddells Creek. We are there from 9am to 11am Sunday
mornings.
Remember a dog is for life... a dog is family.
Carol, Instructor/Treasurer MRODC

Puppy Pride
The Kyneton Botanical Gardens will be
filled with wagging tails and wet noses as the town hosts its first ‘Puppy
Pride’ event on Sunday April 10. The
LGBTIQA+ community, their allies and their puppies
will gather together and celebrate their beloved fourlegged friends.
There will be food trucks with local produce, coffee
and canine and pride-themed market stalls.

Competitions will include ‘Fashions on the
Fur’, a scavenger hunt and for those who
aren’t dog owners, the ‘Most Lovable Faux
Puppy’.
To kickstart the event, there will be a walk
along the Campaspe River starting at 11.30am
at the outdoor gym in St Agnes Place. This short walk
will take in the sights of the river walk, finishing at the
main event at the Kyneton Botanical Gardens.
For more details contact healthpromotion@scchc.
org.au or call 5421 1666.

Tax Accounting, Business Advice, Virtual CFO
& Bookkeeping | Xero Certified Advisor

5 HAMILTON STREET GISBORNE

0418 566 635

kennedysaccountants.com.au

By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr $90
½ hr $55
Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted
26

Gisborne Gazette April 2022

With thanks to Rupert Fawcett / Off The Leash

Sacred Heart College
Kyneton
Learn. Care. Flourish.

KIDS' CORNER

Proudly sponsored by
Sacred Heart College Kyneton

jokes & riddles

easter COLOURing fun

Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m a dog.
How long has this been going on?
Ever since I was a puppy.

Gisborne Toy Library
is a not-for-profit organisation run by a
volunteer committee
that has operated in
the community since 1987. It’s located at Manna
Gum Family and Children’s Centre, 71 Robertson
Street, Gisborne.
The Toy Library has a wide range of toys available
for borrowing that cater to children aged 0-8 years.
Toys include cars, train sets, puzzles, blocks, baby
toys, games, dress ups, and outdoor equipment to
name just a few.
Membership only costs a maximum of $50
per calendar year (a pro-rata amount is charged
depending on the month you sign up). We also have
concession memberships available.
We are always looking for new committee members, so if you would like to join, we would love to
have you on board. Plus, membership for committee
members is just $1 a year!
Opening hours are Monday 9.30-10.30am, Thursday 3.30-4.30pm and Saturday 9.30-10.30am.
For more information, find us on Facebook (Gisborne Toy Library – Victoria Australia) or email
gisbornetoylibrary@yahoo.com.au

Where does Thursday
come before Wednesday?
In the dictionary.
I don’t need to hide Easter eggs in the
garden this year. The kids didn’t find the
ones I hid last year.
Doctor, doctor. I keep thinking I’m a tennis
racquet.
Don’t worry, you’re just highly strung.
You don’t need a parachute if you want to
go sky diving once, only if you want to go a
second time.
Knock, knock,
Who’s there?
Mikey.
Mikey who?
Mikey won’t open the door.

junior QUIZ
1

What is the tallest land animal on
Earth?

2

Which day of the week is named
after the Norse God Odin?

3

Which planet is famous for its rings?

4

Malaria is a disease carried by which
insect?

5

In which ocean is the island of
Madagascar?

6

Which singer is on the Australian
$100 note?

7 In which decade of the 20th century
did colour television begin in Australia?

Having a yarn at Swinburne Kinder
The children at Swinburne Avenue Kindergarten have
been thrilled to discover and explore some special new
areas in their yard.
One area that has already been a huge hit is the ‘yarning circle’. Our yarning circle is comprised of carefully chosen logs of various shapes and sizes arranged in a circle.
It is a space that promotes active speaking and listening
as well as opportunities for sharing and collaboration.
It is also extremely beneficial for children to have purposeful and engaging spaces to play and learn in the outdoors.
The kindergarten is extremely grateful to Jim Curry for
collecting and preparing the logs to make the yarning circle, as well as other seating areas and stepping stones
around the yard.
Shannon Ingleton

Stopping for a yarn.

PROUDLY SUPPORTS AN

EASTER
EGG HUNT
Sunday 10th April

8

Who wrote the play Romeo and
Juliet?

Jacksons Creek Reserve (behind Coles)
Registration for Easter Egg Hunt opens at 10 am

9

How many moons does Mercury
have?

Egg Hunts start at 11 am sharp

10

3 AGE GROUPS

In which year did decimal currency
replace pounds, shillings and pence in
Australia?

- Under 5 years
- 5 - 8 years

- 9 - 12 years

Answers page 39

$5 per child to participate
All funds raised support Community Projects

Parents!
Council is launching a 'Let’s Get Started With
Reusable Nappies' program on April 6 that will
start by seeking community interest in potential initiatives. Watch for a survey on the council’s website to have your say.

Let us help your family
have fun

Food - Drinks - Fun Activities
Photos with the Easter Bunny
Display of Primary School

Exploring the new yarning circle with friends

Colouring Competition
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Proudly sponsored by
ALAN PERRY, BJ JP
'Spirit of the community'

Students on a mission Many reasons to get active
Schools are ready to make a
change; join us on our mission today! In Thimi, Nepal, floods have
affected homes and infrastructure causing much
destruction, including damage and loss to the Alive
Montessori school.
Alive Montessori is in desperate need of a school
library. We are working towards creating a new library, stocked full of books, resources and materials
to ensure that the students receive the education that
they deserve.
We would greatly appreciate a contribution to our
cause and help in our aim to raise $10,000 to construct an incredible library for the community.
If you could aid us with our mission, please visit
this great website and see what awesome sustainable products may take your fancy: kindbox.com/
shop/projects/st-brigids-primary-school-are-buildinga-library-in-thimi-nepal/
Can you please help us? It would mean the world to
us if you could possibly make a purchase, as this will
bring us one step closer to providing lifelong learning
opportunities to a community greatly in need. Let’s all
work together to make the world a better place!
Thank you for your assistance

S Brigid's

By Senior Journalist Team
(Sophie, Jade, Amelia, Jake, Jeremy, Leon,
Marcus, Sebastian and Xavier)

There are so many sporting events happening at Mount Macedon Primary School
at the moment. The athletics and swimming carnivals have come and gone, and
cross country is coming up. I know these events are
important to our schools and our communities because they bring everyone together and they foster
healthy competition. I think what is also important is
the fact that these events promote getting active.
The students all had a good time; but maybe next
time, instead of looking at it as a competition, we
should look at it as a good opportunity to get active
and have some fun. To keep active and have fun in
class we take a break and do exercises like Moving
on the Mount, Just Dance, PE with Joe and others.
Activities like these help us have a balanced and
healthy lifestyle and promote getting active. They
help kids be more healthy by exercising, and going outdoors, to help our bodies grow and function.
We also have a fruit break at 10 o’ clock to help our
minds get ready for the day ahead.
Also, on certain days of the week the Sport Captains run lunchtime games, to encourage people to
get outside and be healthy, with their friends and
even by themselves. I think it is important to remember that many of the things we do at school help to
promote a balanced and healthy lifestyle.
Eliza Ransome

What Anzac Day is all about
Anzac Day is a national day of
remembrance that commemorates all the Australians and
New Zealanders who served in
any war, conflict or military operation.
Anzac Day marks the anniversary of the
landing of troops from Australia and New
Zealand on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The objective was to take control of Constantinople (now
known as Istanbul in Turkey), the capital of the Ottoman empire, and an ally of Germany. Sadly they did
not succeed, and more than 7000 lives were lost, and
another 18,000 people were wounded in the battle.
It is observed on April 25 every year, and is also a
national public holiday. ANZAC stands for Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps.

Some traditions on the day are the
dawn service, playing the Last Post and
a minute’s silence. In many cities and
towns, parades, marches and memorial
services are held. The fourth stanza or
verse of a well-known poem, known as
The Ode, is read aloud at many of these
ceremonies. The poem is called “For The
Fallen” and was written by Laurence Binyon in 1914.
At Macedon Primary School, we commemorate
Anzac Day with the School Captains reading The
Ode and a minute’s silence. People also wear poppies, the symbol of war remembrance. ANZAC Day is
very important and we hope you will all celebrate it.
Thanks for reading this!
Austin B and Polly S

Caddick
Designs

Building Designers
Registered Building Practitioner

www.caddickdesigns.com.au
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Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges
Building Advice
New House & Extension Designs
Commercial & Industrial Design
Planning Permit Processing
Energy Rating & BAL Reports

The first four school captains at Gisborne's new school.

Willowbank captains
introduce themselves
Molly: Hi my name is Molly and I am really excited to be a school captain at Willowbank Primary
School. I am funny and kind. I love to play netball
and spend time with my dog Jasper. As a school
captain, I will help the school and everyone who is
a part of it. I will also take people who are new on
school tours. I am really looking forward to being a
school captain this year.
Harlow: Hi my name is Harlow and I’m in grade six
at Willowbank Primary. I love being a school captain
here at Willowbank, it’s so much fun being at this
school. I enjoy horse riding, it’s my favourite thing
to do. I will make a good captain because I am kind
to all the little kids, I’m responsible and caring to
others.
Hayden: Hi my name is Hayden and I’m one of Willowbank’s vice school captains. I love animals and
footy. I am excited to take you on tours around the
school. There are so many great things including
having a kindergarten next to the school. I look forward to the year.
Elias: Hi I’m from Willowbank Primary and my
name is Eli. I like video games and my new puppy,
Harley. I’ll be a great vice-captain because I am caring and kind to everyone. You can come and ask me
anything. I’m in grade five and I’m mature (I hope).
I’ll also try to improve the school. I’m looking forward
to doing things to help the school.

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS

PRE-BOOKED at a
FIXED PRICE
NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS

Your local driver, servicing
Macedon Ranges & Sunbury

0468 347 742
EFTPOS & All Major Credit Cards

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au
www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au

SCHOOL'S IN

Cross country's on at New Gisborne . . .
The four mighty sports teams of
New Gisborne Primary School recently battled it out to see who could
score the most points at their annual
cross-country event. They cheered,
they chanted, they encouraged each other and, of
course, they ran.
Students ran courses of 2 and 3 kilometres (depending on their age group) at Dixon Field in Gisborne. The red Lee Lions roared their way around
the track. The yellow Galloway Grizzlies showed
their super sporting strength. The green Hurst
Hawks flew their way to victory as winners of the
house chants. The blue Devlin Dingoes demonstrated their steely determination. The overall winning team will soon be announced but, in the meantime, all participants from Years 3 – 6 can be proud of
their efforts and their wonderful team spirit.
Whether it was trying their best on the running course,
smashing record times, chanting their team songs or
dressing up in their house colours, all students shone
as representatives of NGPS.
Thank you to our amazing PE teacher, Mrs Mason

CAPTAIN'S RAP
with Oscar J

House Captains Ollie, Zoe, Paige, Maggie, Leah, Olive,
Charlotte and Sam demonstrate their competitive natures
before the races begin.
and to all the staff and parent volunteers who helped
make the event possible. We look forward to the District event where our runners are sure to make us proud
once again.

. . .  and at Gisborne Primary
Gisborne Primary School’s Year 3 to 6 students competed in the annual House Cross
Country event at Dixon Field on March 11.
Our four sports houses (Prince, Howey,
Fisher and Brantome) competed for points for
their team. It was a fun and successful event which included games such as the hula hoop and bean bag toss.
Cheers for each house were heard throughout the fields
as the competitors ran the last 100 metres.
Well
done to everyone involved
and good luck to the students heading to district. 

Hi everyone. In the past month at GSC,
we have adjusted to our new morning
alarms, and can now make it through a
whole day of school without falling asleep.
Year 12s have overcome the milestone
of completing our first SACs and for some
subjects even two.
Down in B-block, the Year 7s have now
memorised their timetables and are slowly
spreading out across the school, from the
oval all the way to F-block.
A few weeks ago, we packed the whole
school into several buses and travelled over
to the Lancefield swimming pool and had a
heck of a day. Year 7 to 11 brought out their
competitive sides and battled up and down
the lanes, competing for the prestigious
swimming carnival ribbons.
The Year 12s on the other hand, had a
day at the beach, dressing up in our fanciest op shop suits, cartoon group costumes
and whatever we could find stuffed in the
corner of our wardrobes, while dipping our
feet into the 1m deep kiddie pool.
But the Year 12s did show up at the end,
with a dramatic and neck to neck relay race
which kept the whole school entertained.
By the end, our legs were sore and our
sunscreen had worn off.
Wurundjeri house made it out on top,
claiming the most ribbons on the day. The
only question remaining is who will dare
challenge the defending champions on athletics day?

Lukas, Year 5 Writers’ Club

Decked out for some friendly and feisty competition.

A simple writers’ club? You think wrong!
When you hear the term ‘Writers’ Club’, you might think of a lunch club and all we
do is write stories for fun… you think wrong! Writers’ Club at Gisborne Primary
School is such a privilege to be a part of; we don’t just write stories, we also write
articles, poems and descriptive pieces.
We get the chance to write for real-world purposes including letters to the
council, articles for the Gisborne Gazette and our school newsletter.
We have two amazing teachers who help us whenever we need help or feedback. Mrs Hunter and Mrs Crook are our secret weapons when we are writing for
a competition. We are very lucky to have this opportunity.
Mackenzie A, Year 6 Writers’ Club

Welcome back, football
Footy is finally back after two years of interrupted seasons. I am and always have been a Western Bulldogs
supporter since I was five years old. My mum and nana
are Bulldog supporters so I didn’t really get a choice,
but I would have picked the Bulldogs anyway.
When we first moved to Gisborne in 2015, I was able
to meet my favourite Bulldogs player, Jake Stringer. He
was in town for the opening of the Puma petrol station.
I was able to get a signed mini football which I still have
today. While he has now moved clubs to Essendon, I
loved his flair on the field and ability to kick sharp goals.
Before coronavirus, I went to the footy a couple of
times, and every time the Bulldogs won. That same
year, the Bulldogs won the Grand Final after 62 years!

YOUNG
BEAT

with Asher Kroon
My mum thinks that I am a “lucky charm” because every
time we sit down to watch the footy together, the Bulldogs
seem to win.
I miss the atmosphere at the footy and the feeling
you get when you walk through the gates and see the
massive oval. I hope this year we can go and watch the
footy again without coronavirus sending us back into
lockdown. This season should be fun and I am looking
forward to it.

A younger Asher and his sister meet Jake
Stringer in Gisborne.
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SCOUTING

Proudly sponsored by
Bruce Ellis, Chiropractor

Never work with children or animals? Rubbish!

Badge of honour

News from 1st Gisborne Scout Group
All sections of 1st Gisborne Scouts are making the
most of the warm weather and are enjoying lots of
outdoor activities. The Joey’s had a ‘Bring Your Pet’
evening and we got to see some very well-behaved
dogs and cats, as well as a very inquisitive goat.
One of the Joey leaders summed up the evening
perfectly: “All the Joeys were so gentle with the animals and respectful to each other. Whoever said to
never work with children or animals has never met
the 1st Gisborne Joeys!”
The Joeys are looking forward to their first sleepover in two years. There are lots of exciting activities
planned, more about that to come.
The Scouts have been busy doing navigation activities and going on a night hike. They also went to
the Treetops Scout camp at Riddells Creek and had
lots of fun on the archery and low-ropes course. And
they found time to build an impressive four-metre
flagpole for a construction activity.
The Cub and Venturer sections have been out
and about in Gisborne, with the Venturers walking up
Mount Gisborne and the Cubs doing Rogaining activities around town. And last but not least, the Rovers

This month I received my Junior Baden Powell
(BP) award. This award is a
special badge that takes a lot
of persistence to complete.
Some of the activities I had
to do to receive this badge
were learn a message in
Tayla Lovitt
Morse code, try a challenging
outdoor activity I have not tried before and more.
I really enjoyed organising lots of activities with
patrols and the unit.
Due to COVID lockdowns I was delayed halfway through this challenge, but I kept trying my
best at home and eventually after about a year I
received my Junior BP badge. This is a big honour to me because I love Guides and I want to be
the best I can at upholding the promise. All the
girls in my unit helped me with this challenge.
I am so proud of everyone who participated
in activities I organised and I would like to thank
Deb and the Gisborne Guides for supporting me
Tayla Lovitt
through this challenge.

Joey scouts lavish attention on one of the canine
participants on 'Bring Your Pet' evening.

had a pancake-making night and a scavenger hunt.
If you are interested in joining 1st Gisborne
Scouts, either as a leader or a scout, please email us
at info@1stgisborne.com.au
Carolyn Goode, Assistant Joey Leader

Speaking of rubbish: Lots of good clean(ing) fun for New Gisborne
New Gisborne (Church
of Christ) Scouts
Our Cub Scouts had a
“Clean Up Australia” activity this month, spending the evening at the
Gisborne
Adventure NEW GISBORNE
Park and the nearby banks of Jackson’s
Creek. They were a little surprised by
the amount of litter they collected but
learned much from the experience.
Cub Scouts continued their March
outdoor adventure theme with a cycling
night around New Gisborne
We continue work planning our
Scout Hut, confident we can see it
erected very soon. It will be a wonderful
home for our equipment and a base for
our outdoor activities both in New Gisborne and in our “back yard”, the Macedon Ranges. Donations made though Scout Headquarters
are tax deductible and most welcome.
We have been delighted to help with the newly reopened
Gisborne Market, setting up and bringing bins and signs.

New Gisborne Cub Scouts clean up around the
Adventure Park in Gisborne.

And they're off... New Gisborne Cub Scouts on their bike
ride around the area.
All our sections are looking forward to helping the
Gisborne CFA with the Annual Good Friday Royal
Children’s Hospital Appeal on April 15.
We meet on Wednesdays from 6.30pm to 8pm,
Venturers on Fridays. Contact Group Leader “Skipper” (0450 922 787 or johnfrearson@mac.com) to
learn more.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Walk No 17  Malmsbury Reservoir Loop
Malmsbury Reservoir Loop
Distance: approx 5km
Level: Easy
This is a great scenic walk. No special footwear
is required, average runners are fine, hiking poles
unnecessary. A hat is recommended on a sunny
day as there is little tree cover on this open walk.
Getting there: Drive to Malmsbury and park at
the Botanic Gardens in the town centre. The walk
starts from here.
Walk through the gardens skirting the lake
following the line of the main road. A small gate in
the fenceline leads to the footpath which crosses
the Coliban River by the bridge.
After crossing the river, a smaller bridge can
be seen crossing the Coliban irrigation water
channel. Between the two bridges a dirt track is to
be seen off the left. Walk this track. It follows the
water channel to its start at the reservoir, passing
under the spectacular railway viaduct along
its way. Take the time to admire the wonderful
stonework of the viaduct.
After crossing the channel via a bridge this
will bring you to the reservoir gardens. These
gardens are like the botanic gardens in the town
centre with the same facilities.
Now for the best part! Access the spillway
through the gate (this will be locked if water is
running and the walk cannot be completed).
Cross the wide concrete spillway and climb
up to the reservoir wall. This gives great views
all round. Walk the full length of the wall (about
700m). At the end descend the metal steps to
the right and walk to the rocky point. Near the
point look for a single path up the rock; this is
not obvious at first but becomes clearer as you
climb. The path winds its way up to the cemetery
through a short bushland track. Take time to stop
and look back over the great view.
Crossing through the cemetery, Cemetery
Road is reached. Follow this road, which
transitions into Bridge Street and then left into
Lasslett Road and over the railway. Keep to the
left when reaching Lauriston Street and go left
into Urquhart Street.
Follow Urquhart Street its full length to the
Botanic Gardens then turn right into Ellismere
Place and back to your starting point.

Ramblers’ news
The group has managed a full complement
of Friday walks since the last report, successfully avoiding the storms and tempests
that seem to be prevalent of late.
We walked to the Antimony Mine at
Comaidai, Spalvin Lake at Sunbury, Malmsbury
Reservoir and Canning Road near Woodend – the
last two with 30 walkers each. We are beginning to
look like a school outing! It is great to welcome so
many to rambling and it may encourage people to
expand their walk parameters by joining clubs that
offer longer walks than our group.
A description of the Malmsbury Reservoir walk
is detailed above which you may like to try. This is
a shorter, easier version of our group walk and is
very scenic.
If you would like more details of the Ramblers
and our walk plans, please email the address below
and information will be supplied.
Charles (gisramblers@gmail.com)

Bushwalkers enjoy exploring further afield
The Gisborne Bushwalking Club has been making
the most of the last warm days with a busy offering
of walks.
Due to the longer days our leaders were able to
venture further afield than is usual. The last walk
in February, led by Nigel Tarr, was held in glorious
sunshine with a good number of walkers making their
way down to the Anglesea/Point Addis area. The walk
was mostly along the Surf Coast track which allowed
some beautiful views of the ocean.
There was an extensive display of wildflowers along
with the various coastal flora and Nigel pointed out the
unusual geological formations in the area.
There were some challenging steps to give our legs a
workout and walking in the sand is never an easy task.
A wonderful change to be able to “take in” some sea air.
Still taking advantage of the longer days our next
walk, led by Daniela Sziawski, was around the Warrandyte State Park which boasts an interesting gold mining
history from early white settlement times.
The surrounding bush is mostly dry forest and we
all appreciated the tree coverage as the day warmed
up. Daniela was able to tell us many interesting facts
of these gold rush folk as we viewed entrances to both
horizontal and vertical mines.
The walk was easy to medium with a few steep inclines along easy to navigate tracks often along the upper reaches of the Yarra. The gurgling river was a beau-

tiful sight along with the bush of the state park.
Afternoon tea was held at a local café in Warrandyte before most of us tackled the freeways
back home.
Due to the relaxation of COVID-19 restrictions
members are now able to carpool as has been
our habit – especially on these longer trips.
Along with regular walkers we welcomed a few new
members on our most recent walk which was held on
the Sunday of the Labour Day weekend. Gary and
Margot Sanders led the walk in the morning with Ashley
McKenner leading the afternoon walk.
This was Ashley’s first time as a leader and he did a
fabulous job of keeping us all informed of track options
and, most importantly, ensuring that we all had time for
water stops to keep hydrated in the afternoon heat.
Both morning and afternoon walks were around the
Bullengarook area which Gary and Margot know well
and the tracks did not present many problems. Then, to
top off a wonderful day, we were provided with a yummy
afternoon tea – very welcome for all walkers.
As with many organisations in the Macedon Ranges,
our club is run by volunteers for the enjoyment of all who

wish to come along – everyone is welcome.
If you wish to join us on any walks or require further
information about the club, please call either Margot
on 0474 707 939, or George on 0419 610 811. Or
check out our website: www.gisbornebwc.org.au.
Janeen Edward

Members enjoy some
seaside walking at Point Addis.

CROSSWORD Words starting with E
Compiled by Graeme Millar
Across
1. A small white flowering plant found in the Swiss
Alps.
4. The third planet from the sun.
5. A continuously moving stairway.
7. Addis Ababa is the capital city of this country.
8. Windy Hill is the former home ground of this AFL
club.
11. Which one of the Bronte sisters wrote Wuthering
Heights?
13. In golf, hole played in two under par.
15. The largest living land animal.
16. Land of the pyramids.
17. A triangle with three equal sides.
Down
2. A girl’s name. Postcode 3334.
3. Electronic Funds Transfer at Point Of Sale.
4. The porcupine anteater of Australia.
5. Hadrian’s Wall is located between Scotland and
…............. ?
6. Festival commemorating Christ’s resurrection.
9. What is a tombstone inscription called?
10. Seismology is the study of …........... ?
12. Captain James Cook sailed on this ship in 1770.
14. A line around the earth dividing the northern and
southern hemispheres.
16. The largest lake in Australia.

Answers  page 39
Gisborne Gazette April 2022 31

A word on care in fly casting

Welcome to bikers’ new committee

The club has regular fly casting instruction for club members from champion fly casters such as John Waters
as well as help from members, for example casting for cod from specialist
“Cod Father”, our President Ben Le
Vagueresse.
One important aspect of fly casting
is self-protection; wearing protective
sunglasses is a good habit as well as
being useful for “polaroiding trout” in
the water. Self-protection also includes
care when casting the fly, considering
your
technique
and the casting
conditions as well
as concentrating
on targeting the intended fly location.
Some club members have recounted their mishaps with flies, sometimes
fortunately with barbless hooks which
are easier to remove from one’s person as well as from fish.
Andrew tells a tale of having a
barbed hook penetrate his arm with the
eventual extremely painful removal.
He stoically kept fishing after cutting
the leader. Ben also relates biting
through the leader replacing the fly
and catching a trout with his next cast,

As flagged last month,
members at February’s
club social night endorsed
a new 2022-23 committee.
We say a huge thanks to outgoing
president Sylvia and her committee
for fantastic branch leadership over
the past two very challenging years.
Believe a well-earned rest and some
motorcycle touring is on the cards!
And so we congratulate and
welcome our new committee led
by president Michael Bevan. With
a mix of past and new committee
members, the branch is in good hands
and as members, we look forward to
continuing with our busy event and
activity schedule.

Dean gets an earful of clouser fly.
albeit with a smaller fly.
Mitch tells of a lucky escape after
hooking his eyelid fishing at last light
on the Swampy Plain River. “Don’t
know how I missed my eyeball,” he
says, “but thank God I did.” Dean (pictured) showing us his “clouser fly” ear
ornament prompted this comment from
Stephan: “I see you hooked a monster
on the sand flat, but I’m guessing you
pulled the hook.”
For more information on the Calder
Fly Fishing Association visit www.calderflyfishing.com.au

Our Ride Calendar is full of monthly
Saturday lunch rides and Sunday
day trips plus special annual events,
all in the context of weekly Saturday
tyre-kicks in Gisborne, Wednesday
road rides and Tuesday dirt and dust
outings. We’ve got all types of riding
covered.
If you are interested in motorcycling,
come along to Gisborne’s Saturday
morning tyre-kick where the bikes are
always on display.
Check us out online at www.mrub.
org.au or join in on Facebook for
the latest news. See you riding the
Ranges this autumn (arguably the
best Macedon season)!
Cherry Cole

MRUB committee 2022:
Back (L-R): Yvonne Barker
(editor); Richard Bouchier
(secretary); Mark Freestone
(ride coordinator); Deborah
Stuckey (treasurer); Len
Waight (events coordinator).
Front (L-R): Moira Burgess
(welfare officer); Ken Hager
(webmaster); Michael Bevan
(president); Kim Bouchier
(Quartermaster).

Louis Bokor

Picture: Ken Hager

Open Evening
Thursday 28 April, 4:00pm – 8:00pm
Book Online: shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
Hands on activities, information sessions
and displays – lots to see and do.

Sacred Heart College Kyneton
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www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
T: 5421 1238 E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

Proudly sponsored by Rob Mitchell
Federal Member for McEwen 1300 701 966

AROUND THE GROUNDS

Stellar season for
Gisborne girls
What a wonderful season 202122 proved to be for the Gisborne
Cricket Club’s Junior Girls teams.
Thanks to the selfless dedication
of our coaches, players and parents, our season ended with two premierships and an undefeated top of
the ladder.
It was great to have Bianca Mackay back coaching the U13 girls, along with the help of her assistant
coach Jess Sankey. The fun and energy the U13s
have at training and during their matches is fantastic
to watch, including their celebratory cartwheels.
The team finished the season undefeated and on
top of the ladder.
Rob Duoba eagerly put his hand up to coach the
U15 team this year, who were undefeated all season
and took out a Grand Final win against Wallan. These
girls also have plenty of energy and absolutely love
getting out onto the field to play each week.
For the fourth year in a row, Jason McDonald took
on the coaching for our U17 girls and they managed
to bring home their third premiership in four years,
beating Macedon in the Grand Final.
The Grand Final was without a doubt the best ex-

Victorious Gisborne Cricket Club U13, U15 and U17 players.
ample of ‘team work’ I’ve ever seen. Thank you to the
parents in each of our teams for all of the help and
support you offered all year. Our success this year

was definitely helped by the incredible team effort of
all involved.

Loren Ward, Junior Girls Coordinator

Croquet a hit all
around

Netball’s back
How exciting to see netball being played again in the
Macedon Ranges.
Our ladies’ competition recommenced in February
with 16 teams participating at The Stadium, Gisborne
Secondary College, every Wednesday evening.
The junior competition kicked off on March 19 at
the netball complex in New Gisborne. It was great to
see all the girls and boys running around having so
much fun.
As well as this being our first game back, we were
also visited by the Melbourne Vixens roadshow. Our
young players were so excited to see the girls from
the Vixens.
Over the off season, the executive of the MRNA
has been busy with improvements at the complex.
With support from our sponsors, together with a recommendation by federal member Rob Mitchell to apply for a Commonwealth grant, we have been able to
erect a permanent barbecue shelter and eight new
courtside coaches’ boxes. Thank you for all of your
support.
To enable our junior competition to run smoothly
this season, we are in need of some experienced as
well as new umpires to officiate at games on a Saturday morning. If you are interested in getting involved
in netball umpiring, please contact us at admin@
macedonrangesnetball.com.au.
Good luck for the rest of the year to all our ladies,
girls and boys participating in our two competitions.
Tracey Calnan

You may have noticed the beautiful baskets of Easter goodies the Macedon Ranges Croquet Club is raffling in the Village Shopping Centre.
This is our major fundraiser for the year. We would
be delighted if you buy a ticket and we can announce
you as a winner on April 9.
We have joined the Sandhurst Junior Foundation to help promote croquet in younger age groups.
Hopefully we can accommodate students from Gisborne Secondary College later in the year so that
they can experience a new sport.
We welcomed 22 players from Maldon, Kyneton,
Belmont, Quarry Hill and Golden Square to our Social Day on March 16. We all enjoyed a lovely day
and afternoon tea.
After week five, Mt Towrong Macedon was leading from Kyneton Yellow and Kyneton Black in the
Pennant Competition. The finals were played on our
courts on March 31.
A number of new members have joined us on our
playing days of Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, which is great. They are finding that croquet is
the next ‘big hit’.
The club is on
Facebook if you
would like more
information.
Faye Armstrong

The lawn is full
of action on the
Social Day.

Jo-anne McPhee is ladies’ champion again. Right: Joanne with club champion Steve Veloso and associate
professional Callum Wilkinson.

Gisborne Golf Club news
February was a very busy month,
as the club attempted to catch up
with major competitions, forcibly deferred by the COVID pandemic and
the weather.
Over four weeks, the Club Championships were
held. After four solid rounds, Steve Veloso (+1) came
home well clear of the field to deservedly win his first
club championship. Congratulations, Steve.
The ladies had their 2021 Midweek and Club
Championships in February too, and both competitions were won by the most consistent of golfers, our
own club captain Jo-anne McPhee.
Jo-anne is a multiple winner of both events,
earned by that consistent golf. Congratulations, Joanne.
The club has its first junior pennant team, who
won their first two events. Good luck to them for their
next matches. 
Peter Barker
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AROUND THE GROUNDS

Lady learners are
back, and club in
national award

Adult riders get
dressage jackpot:
a home comp

Our third cohort of enthusiastic lady golfers began their first
of four sessions at Mt Macedon
Golf Club on the first Sunday in
March. Much enthusiasm, laughter and groans of
frustration as they pitched and putted, chipped and
drove.
April will see us begin a ‘Just for Fun’ ambrose
competition open to any of the 60-plus ladies who
enrolled in the program. Please contact Bruce Fraser
if you are interested in being involved.

After two years of lockdowns, Gisborne District
Adult Riding Club was finally able to hold a dressage
competition.
In June 2020, our new
clubrooms were completed after a wait of four years
since the old clubhouse was condemned due to
termites. With the support of the Macedon Ranges
Shire Council and Gisborne Community Bank, we
now have beautiful clubrooms which we are very
proud of.
We really wanted to hold the event at our home
grounds for the first time. We were hoping that we
could have four arenas by using one grass arena but
again the weather thwarted us with a very wet start to
January. In the end we were limited to three arenas.
Our club has grown dramatically over the past two
years, and we now have over 120 members. Along
with our hard-working committee, led by Evelyn
Crawford, we had 30 members volunteer to help run
the competition. We had a lot of positive feedback
from riders saying how relaxed and friendly the event
was. The club’s Brenda Ross won Level 5.
We were grateful to the many local businesses
that supported our event. Prizes were donated by
businesses including PetStock Gisborne, JayDee
Images, Gisborne Peak Winery and Coles Gisborne.
GDARC works closely with Gisborne Pony Club
and Melbourne Show Jumping Club which are colocated at the IR Robertson Reserve at Gisborne
South. The funds raised will be put towards building
that much-needed fourth arena.

Ladies Get Into Golf award
We were delighted to unexpectedly receive a call
from Golf Australia to inform us that the club has been
awarded the National March Visionary of the Year for
our ‘Ladies Get Into Golf@MMGC’ programs. Given
we are competing against hundreds of clubs it is no
small achievement.
Congratulations to coordinator Bruce and those
members who have attended to offer support and
advice during the program.
David Watt and Darren Mantynen won the
Gisborne Gazette Gala 4BBB stableford competition
with 49 points from father-son pairing of Tony and
Jack Carter – 47 points. Trevor Toholka’s 41 points
earnt him his second Mug o’ the Month, this time for
March.
A tight contest that saw the Singles matchplay
winner Marcus Ward get out to a +3 lead midway
through the inward nine, only to be pegged back by
Rob Beatson for a final hole decider resulting in a
one-up victory.
Walrus

David Watt and Darren Mantynen are happy winners of
the annual Gisborne Gazette Gala at Mt Macedon.
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Picture: Bob Bossner

Mary Tuohey launches the boule.

News from Mt Macedon
Petanque Club
Mt Macedon Petanque Club
members have been enjoying the
autumnal weather to practise for
their busy months of competitions
coming up. Nearly every weekend is taken up with competitions
until the end of May.
The first competition coming up at the home
ground is the Jolly Roger against Camberwell on
Saturday April 9.
The Golden Boule competition has had two extra
clubs join in (Ballarat and Smythesdale) and this will
run over winter.
The club is always looking for new members. The
game of petanque can be played by all ages and
abilities on gravel or sand surfaces in a variety of
locations. The rules are straightforward and it’s a lot
of fun to play.
If you’d like to have a try, drop by to one of our
practice sessions at the grounds behind the Caltex
Service Station in Gisborne.
We have a dedicated coach plus many members
who are keen to lend a hand. Boules can be provided.
The weekly Wednesday playday starts at 2pm,
running until 5pm. Coaching sessions are held from
1pm to 2pm on the second and fourth Wednesdays
each month for those keen to improve their game
skills.
Saturday playdays run from 10am to 1pm on the
second and fourth Saturdays.
COVID-safe policies remain in place.
For enquiries, please go to our website
mtmacedonpetanque.org and for updates visit our
Facebook page.
Alison Kinghorn

Gillian Leach

Brenda Ross wins the special prize for the highest
placed GDARC member on her horse, Rebel Snow.

Tennis club holds opens day

The South Gisborne
Tennis
Club
opened
up on Sunday
March 20 to all in the community to
get down and play some tennis in
all its forms.
Mario and the Spark coaching
crew were hands on running
participants through Cardio, Hot
Shot and various games.
Peter from Tennis Victoria came
up triumphs bringing with him two
wheelchairs used in wheelchair
tennis. We salute those athletes
as it is not easy to manoeuvre the
chairs, hold a racquet and serve at
the same time.
Talk about a level playing field!
Beat the coach was a hit. They
are only human after all as some
of our youngest and all ability
participants won out. Many cries of
“Come on” were heard from their
win.
The committee would like to
acknowledge our supports for
the day. Bendigo Bank, Gisborne

MACEDON
MUSINGS
With Belinda Carlton-Doney

A great day of fun at South Gisborne.
Flower Shoppe, Gisborne Ice
Creamery, Officebarn, Tennis Vic,
Tennis Only, Spark coaching and
our fabulous volunteer committee
and members.
Sponsorship of the All Abilities

program was also acknowledged.
Winter junior/senior competition
teams are being finalised. If
interested, all information is on the
club website www.sgtennisclub.
com.au 
Gail Scott

Gisborne runners
last the distance
Three young long-distance runners made their
mark at the Victoria Little Athletics State Championships on March 14 and 15, achieving medals and
personal bests.
Charlotte Jackson won the Under 16 Girls 1500
metres by a margin of six seconds – a two-second
personal best in
running in her last
ever Little Athletics
event.
A one-second
personal best in
the Under 14 Girls
400 metres won
Jayme-Lee Cobain
Charlotte Jackson
a bronze.
Jonathan (Jonty) Neethling also
won bronze, in
the highly contested Under 15 Boys
1500 metre race.
Since then, Jonty placed sixth in
Jonathan Neethling
the
3000-metre
event at the Australian Athletics Championships on
March 27 in Sydney.
All three are members of Gisborne Little Athletics
and also Athletics Essendon, one of the top clubs in
the country.
They are trained by Gisborne-based Mark Carey,
an accredited IAAF Athletics coach. Mark believes
Gisborne’s natural environment of bush trails combined with long steep hills plus the excellent grass
track at Dixon Field are wonderful conditioning tools
for aspiring young athletes.

Roundabout roadworks in the centre of Gisborne.

As one road opens,
another closes...
It seems we have been seeing yellow and black
signs advising us of roadworks for the past five years!
GisBus has managed to detour around these works
and still deliver as prompt a service as possible.
The latest roadworks on the
corner of Kilmore and Melbourne
Roads will affect all road users for
at least the next four months.
GisBus has had to make
1300 447 287
changes to all Route 473 and
gisbus.com.au
some Route 474 runs, including
school services, with some collection and drop-off
points altered.
For the duration of the roadworks:
● the Rodney Street bus stop will be unavailable
so passengers will need to relocate to Howey Street
opposite Rodney Street.
● bus stops at Calthorpe Street and outside the
Telegraph Hotel are also unavailable and passengers
will need to use the Coles bus stop for the duration of
the roadworks.
Current timetables for all other stops should still
be valid.
Please be patient when driving around the
specified detours and remember to be understanding
and courteous to the traffic management personal as
they are only trying to do their jobs.

Always great to see a new business arrive in
Macedon. Even better when the company is
the brainchild of young, enthusiastic entrepreneurs.
Introducing Leo and her friends, June, Ellie and Nina. These 13-year-old dynamos are
the owner-operators of Five Dollar Problems,
based in Macedon and surrounds.
The girls came up with the concept for their
business after a Youth Administration Program
gave a presentation at their school, Alice Millar
in Macedon.
Leo says the vision for the business was not
necessarily to make money and save. Instead,
their goals were to learn their way around the
Macedon area and connect with people in the
community. They also wish to bring connection
to those who have experienced isolation over
recent times. Ok..that warms my heart!
When they are not busy with the business,
the girls have other interests including Futsal,
tennis and running…Wish I had their energy!
When I don’t, I can call their company for cleaning, gardening, dog walking. They’ll even grab
some groceries for me. Their parents oversee
each job.
To build their business, the girls themselves
have completed a letter-box flyer drop and
went door knocking with their sales pitch. Leo
has set up a comprehensive website for easy
access to contact details and job descriptions.
You can also find a flyer at our local IGA.
One day, Leo would love to have her own
business, so believes this is a great way of
gaining experience…not to mention it will look
great on a resume.
Well done, Leo, Ellie, June and Nina. We
wish your business every success. To contact
the girls for their amazing business call 0407
570 963 or go to fivedollarproblems.wixsite.
com/five-dollar-problems
Enjoy the beautiful colours of autumn,
everyone.

BRAINBUSTER
1. Where was Changi Prison?
2. What is the longest river in Great Britain
and Ireland?
3. Who declared “I have a dream”?
4. Into which sea does the Rhine River flow?
5. Which of Shakespeare’s plays has been
filmed most frequently?
6. What is the home of English cricket?
7. Which country shares a 1630-kilometre
border with Sweden?
8. Which fortress was built by William the
Conqueror to protect London?
9. Who was tagged “The Big Fella” of
Australian politics?
10. What is produced when limestone and
clay are mixed at high temperature?
Answers page 39
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SPORT IN PICTURES

Kate Shaw in action in the U17 girls grand
final, Gisborne v Macedon, on March 5

Campbell Johns bats in the junior boys
semi-final, Gisborne v Wallan, on March 5
Gisborne girls U17 Premiers
Archie Shore
bowls for
Gisborne against
Bacchus Marsh
on February 26

Gisborne girls U15 runners-up

Pictures by
CHRIS FLEMING

Gisborne boys U13 runners-up

Rain, hail or shine... netball practice match March 5 – Gisborne v Macedon
36 Gisborne Gazette April 2022

Georgia Weir
in action for
Gisborne U15 girls
in their semi-final
against Riddells
Creek on
February 26

Macedon girls U17 runners-up

Lily Sud and Keira Simpson train for their B3
team at Gisborne Tennis Club on March 16

Bowls Division 2 season winners – Macedon

U17 girls runners-up – Macedon

Bowls Division 1 season winners – Gisborne

Happy Gisborne cricketers after they won the McIntyre Cup competition,
defeating Romsey on March 26

Gisborne v Lancefield Div.1: Gisborne’s Ethan Higgins

A desperate attempt to get home in time, but Gisborne wicketkeeper Aaron Prendergast runs out the
Romsey batter in the McIntyre Cup final win on March 26

Vixens’ Gisborne visit

Semi-final Macedon v Diggers Rest:
Macedon player Paul Richie

Macedon Ranges Netball Association president
Katie Duoba, left, with Melbourne Vixens player
Hannah Mundy and friendly mascot Foxy Vixen.
The Melbourne Vixens/Netball Victoria
roadshow visited the association’s games at
New Gisborne on March 19, taking part in
activities and spreading the word about
the VIxens.
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THE CHURCHES

Sponsored by Anglican Parish of Gisborne ■ Uniting Church in Australia ■ St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, Gisborne ■ House of the Rock Church, Gisborne ■ Gisborne Church of
Christ ■ Faithworks-Manaaki ■ St Brigid’s Parish

The road to Easter
GISBORNE UNITING CHURCH
The road to Easter Day is a liturgically
dramatic one.
It begins with a remembrance of Jesus
spending 40 days in the wilderness,
shedding the urge to carry out his
mission in spectacle and display.
We followers do our best to reflect on
the needs of others as well as ourselves,
not so much giving up as giving away.
Then there is the recalling of the
dramatic, fast-moving events of Jesus’
last week of earthly life in the services held
through Holy Week, the sad solemnity of
Good Friday, the celebrations of Easter
Day. It is a journey of hope.
In these times of stress and distress,
hope must take on practical form.
As a local congregation we have

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH,
GISBORNE
Our Journey
to Easter

S Brigid's

Tuesday April 12
Tenebrae, Service of Light into
Darkness
St Brigid’s – 7pm
Wednesday April 13
Communal Service of Forgiveness
St Brigid’s – 7pm
Holy Thursday – April 14
1st Rite of Reconciliation
St Brigid’s – 9am (or at an agreed
time on personal request)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
St Brigid’s – 7pm
(Return Project Compassion boxes)
Good Friday – April 15
Stations of the Cross
St Brigid’s – 10am
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
St Brigid’s – 3pm
Holy Saturday – April 16
1st Rite of Reconciliation
St Brigid’s – 9am
(or at an agreed time on personal
request)
Easter Vigil
St Brigid’s – 7pm
Easter Sunday – April 17
Mass at St Ambrose Riddell’s Creek:
8am
Mass at St Patrick’s Macedon:
9.30am
Mass at St Brigid’s: 11am
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responded
with
prayer,
fund-raising and using
as many different forms
of communicating our
support as we can access,
especially to those in ash-covered
Tonga, in Queensland and NSW with the
stench of flood waters and in Ukraine
with the unspeakable violence inflicted
on them.
If any member of the community has
ideas for other ways to help, please
contact us (Gilbertsons 0405 876 148).
Our church library has resources
for those wanting to work through the
issues of catastrophic events, whether
personal, national or international.
For pastoral care, contact our minister
Annette on 0457 608 539.

These graceful days of autumn
remind us of how good it is to live in
peace and with beauty all around us.
We see hope restored in the return to
‘normal’ activities.
For those who have missed the
Uniting Church regular fashion parades,
watch for their return in the near future,
with cheerful look-like-my-size models
and very wearable clothes.
And it is good to celebrate the ‘ordinary’
events of life, in this case the significant
birthday of one of our members.
Maree Clarke is well-known across
the community and its churches for her
calm and cheerful service to others,
always willing to go that second mile.
Janet Wood

Celebrating with Maree.

Open Gardens for Mount Macedon Uniting Church
Two wonderful Mount
Macedon gardens will be
open on the weekend of
April 9 and 10 on behalf
of Mount Macedon Uniting
Church.
Both Pinjarra and Timsbury gardens
in Mount Macedon Road will be open
for the first time in many years. Visitors can enter into the beautiful Timsbury garden then walk down the path
to the creek flat to see the tree ferns
along the creek, then back up through
the Pinjarra garden.
The paths have a reasonable grade
but moderate fitness is needed. Alternatively, the upper levels of both gardens will be accessible from the main
road. Despite some storm damage last
year, both gardens are looking spectacular.
A farewell morning tea was given to
Edna Nolan on February 20 after our
service. Edna was the organist at Riddells Creek Uniting Church for many
years, joining us when the Riddell
church closed. Last year she moved

For all things, there
is a season…

Edna Nolan at her farewell.
away to reside with family but we were
unable to farewell her due to COVID.
Edna retains her feistiness at 95 and
we miss her lively and chirpy conversations.
With Easter approaching, our services will be on Good Friday at 9am and
Easter Sunday at the
usual
10.30am.
Picture:
D. Webster
Visitors are most welcome.

Neil Tweddle, 5426 2045

HOUSE OF THE ROCK CHURCH
Easter is a time of celebration of the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus who changed
history for the benefit of all mankind.
Good Friday – 10am
Easter Sunday – Combined
churches early morning service
at the Cross, Mt Macedon, 7am.
Followed by a cuppa and hot
cross buns at 8.30am, then a celebration of
the Resurrection Service at 10am.
Enquiries: 0428 262 039, Jenny Barnes

Presently, looking from my office, I see
the leaves on the turn on this, the eve
of the Feast of Saint Patrick. Patrick,
patron saint of the green isle, Eire (Ireland), would be well familiar with the
changes of seasons.
It’s been a rather wet and cooler
summer, and the leaves on our pin
oaks have begun the transformation
from a brilliant green canopy to the
golden and red tones of autumn.This
will bring many visitors once again to
our region.
The council has been busy making
sure that the roads are freshly sealed,
and traffic and parking arrangements
are in place.
Some of us are looking at our own
properties and ensuring that all is presented well.
Hospitality is at the heart of the
Christian community. A visitor may
well be Jesus in stranger guise, so an
Irish rune reminds us.
In all the things that keep us busy,
there is much to admire in our visitors to the region. They take the time
to ‘smell the roses,’ photograph the
changing trees and be happy together.
May we also find time to do the
same, always smiling as we welcome
those enjoying nature at its best.
Dennis Webster

100
YEARS AGO

WHAT'S ON

REGULAR MEETINGS

New
members
always
welcome

From the pages of the old Gisborne Gazette

*** NB: Check with organisations re COVID restrictions ***

(NB Copies of the old Gisborne Gazette from
1922 are not currently available to examine.)

ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)
2nd Saturday 
I R Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook) 2nd Saturday
Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB
2nd Wed 8pm 
Railway Hotel Macedon

APRIL 1922
Archbishop to Visit Gisborne
On Wednesday evening, April 26th, his Grace
the Archbishop will be present at a queen
coronation at Gisborne. As it is his Grace’s
first visit to Gisborne since his return from
Rome, the parishioners are looking forward
to the opportunity of giving him a hearty welcome. The queen candidates are: Queen of
Gisborne Miss Kitty Wilson; Queen of Riddell
Miss Kathleen Finnigan; Queen of Macedon
Miss Agnes Phelan. The competition has
roused keen rivalry, and an exciting finish is
expected. – Advocate
Country Reports
On Tuesday, April 11, from areas as far apart
as Airey’s Inlet to Bacchus Marsh, Belgrave
to Clunes, Cowes to Lancefield Junction,
Marysville to Mount Macedon, earthquake
shocks were registered lasting between
eight seconds and 30 seconds. At a Portarlington hotel, a number of women became
so startled that they descended the staircase
in their night attire to make their escape. –
The Argus
Bullengarook Note
Wednesday was a field day for the Bullengarook Progress Association. Hon. A.R. Robertson, M.L.A., met them and two delegates
from the Gisborne Association to inspect the
proposed sites for a pine plantation – one
in Bullengarook, and the other at Slocum’s
corner, Couangalt. After refreshments, the
chairman (Cr. Kneebone) recalled to our
visitors’ memory the many inducements our
district had for a more direct communication with the metropolis and other matters,
including a good motor road to one of our
natural mineral springs.
Mr. Swinburne (Chairman of the Gisborne
Association) assured those present of the
goodwill and assistance of his association
and residents and reminded those present of
the splendid deposits of fireclay, slates, and
timber that the district possessed, and which
had been sadly neglected.		
– The Bacchus Marsh Express
Nature Notes – Stocking Blackfish
Mr. Jack Ryan says that about the year 1888,
he took 14 blackfish in a bucket of water
from Sunbury and turned them down in the
Gisborne Creek. The pools were open and
exposed and these fish worked up-stream
about 10 miles into the timbered country.
Blackfish like some place where they can
hide away in daylight, and in stocking a dam
of any size, he thinks it would be a good plan
to tip in a few loads of large stones, which
not only give the natural conditions they require, but also provide a refuge against the
cormorants. – The Argus

BOTANIC GARDENS working bee

every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BRIDGE CLUB Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30  St Mary’s Church

Hall, Woodend 5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB Various locations 0438 260 792 or 0419 610 811

Mt Macedon flower show
a blooming success
About 350 entries in the Mount Macedon and District
Horticultural Society’s Autumn Competitive Show,
from approximately 35 entrants of all ages, filled the
Mount Macedon Horticultural Hall on the weekend
of March 26 and 27 and the room smelled divine.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

last Wed of month 
MRH
CAR CLUB
1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CARERS GROUP (Mac Ranges) 2nd & 4th Thurs, 1pm Woodend RSL

5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Wed 9am 
Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB
Wed & Sat 10am
Dixon Field
CWA GISBORNE
2nd Monday 10am
Gis Secondary College
CWA MACEDON
3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm 
662 Mt Macedon Rd

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE

2nd Tues 9.30am Scout Hall, Daly Res

FILM SOCIETY 2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House 5427 2323
FLY FISHING CLUB
4th Wed 7.30pm
MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB
2nd Fri 12 noon
Gisborne Golf Club
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK working bees 3rd Sun 10-noon

David Tunbridge 0415 534 477

GARDEN CLUB
2nd Wed various venues
0424 038 474
Family Hist Rm, Library
GENEALOGY GROUP 4th Thurs 7.30
GIRL GUIDES
Thursdays 5pm 
Gis Scout Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS
Wed 7.30pm
Gisborne Uniting Church

Flavia Healy’s fuchsia won Best Exhibit.
Best in show went to Flavia Healy for a fuchsia in
full bloom with no blemishes.
The purpose of the event is to encourage
horticulture in the local community by celebrating
the beautiful plants in local gardens.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY   open Wed 10am-4pm
Court House
LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am
LIONS CLUB (Gisborne) First Thurs of month, 7.30pm 247 Station Rd

MARTIAL ARTS

Thurs from 6pm
St Brigid’s Hall;
gisborne@junseikan.com.au
Masonic Hall Aitken St
MASONIC LODGE
2nd Thurs 7pm 
MASTERS AFL   
Wed 6.30pm

Sankey Reserve
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC 1st Tues 8pm
Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N’ MORE
2nd Tues 10am-noon 
Uniting Church
MUMS’ GROUP
2nd Mon 9.30-11.30am

49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE
PETANQUE

DOG CLUB

Sun 9am 

Riddells Rec Res

2nd & 4th Sat 10am
behind Caltex service

station, Station Rd, Gisborne 0439 887 178
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS 1st Thursday 
phoenixmrac.com
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC 1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm Dromkeen, Riddells Ck
PONY CLUB Bullengarook 1st Sunday
Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne
1st Sunday
Robertson Reserve
Mechanics Inst.
PROBUS
1st Thurs 10am

QUILTERS (Gisb)

Wed 7pm

Room attached to Gisb Library

RAMBLERS

Fridays 9.15am
Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY (Gisborne) First & third Tues evening, email gisbornerotary@
gmail.com for confirmation of venue
ROTARY (Macedon Ranges) 1st & 3rd Monday Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING GROUP Tues & Thurs 6pm, Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
5428 2233
RSL
1st Mon 2pm Gis Golf Club

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)
Tues 11am
Tony Clarke Res
SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP Wed 12 noon Rec Reserve Bullengarook
SUPPORT AFTER SUICIDE 2nd Monday each month, even if public
holiday, 7 to 8.30pm  Newham Mechanics Inst. (1292 Rochford Rd)

E: peersupport@mrspag.com.au
TABLE TENNIS

Wed 7.30pm  Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB 2nd Sat 5pm Gisborne Aquatic Centre
TOY LIBRARY
Every Sat 10-11am; first & third Wed, 8.45-9.30am,
second & fourth Fri 9-10am
71 Robertson St
ULYSSES GROUP
3rd Tues 6pm
Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY

Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park; meetings last Friday of month, 7pm at Steam Park

WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House
WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12 Riddell N’hood House
YOUNG VOICES

Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm  Norma Richardson Hall,
Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au

Some of the entries at the show.

crossword answers
DOWN
2.
Elaine
3.
Eftpos
4.
Echidna
5.
England
6.
Easter
9.
Epitaph
10. Earthquakes
12. Endeavour
14. Equator
16. Eyre

ACROSS
1.
Edelweiss
4.
Earth
5.
Escalator
7.
Ethiopia
8.
Essendon.
11. Emily
13. Eagle
15. Elephant
16. Egypt
17. Equilateral

Brainbusters answers
1. Singapore Island

2.
3.
4.
5.

The Shannon
Martin Luther King Jr
North Sea
Hamlet

6. Lord’s
7. Norway
8. Tower of London
9. Jack Lang
10. Cement

junior quiz answers
1. The giraffe
2. Wednesday
3. Saturn
4. The mosquito
5. Indian Ocean

6. Dame Nellie Melba
7. 1970s
8. William Shakespeare
9. None
10. 1966
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MONDAY 25TH APRIL AT 6AM
ACCESS TO DAWN SERVICE VIA BUS ONLY
(CAMERON DRIVE CLOSED)
Woodend to Dawn Service:

Gisborne to Dawn Service:

Lancefield & Romsey to Dawn Service:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

ARRIVE:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

ARRIVE:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

4:15am

Gisborne Train Station

4:45am

4:30am

Woodend Train Station

4:50am

4:45am

Lancefield Mechanics Hall 5:20am

5:10am

Gisborne Train Station

5:40am

5:15am

Woodend Train Station

5:35am

5:00am

Romsey Community Hub 5:20am

Kyneton to Dawn Service:

Riddells Creek to Dawn Service:

Sunbury to Dawn Service:

ARRIVE:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

ARRIVE:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

ARRIVE:

DEPART:

LOCATION:

ARRIVE:

4:45am

Post Office

5:15am

4:15am

Riddells Creek Primary

4:45am

4:50am

Sunbury Train Station

5:30am

Tony Clarke Recreation
Reserve - Waterfalls Road,
Macedon:
FIRST BUS: 4.15am
LAST BUS: 5.20am

Buses from Tony Clarke
Recreation Reserve in
Macedon will operate as a
continuous shuttle service.

BOOKINGS FOR ALL BUS SERVICES ARE ESSENTIAL (EXCEPT FOR THE MACEDON BUS SERVICE)
TO BOOK VISIT WWW.ORGANSCOACHES.COM.AU OR PHONE 5422 1788
A GOLD COIN DONATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED

For further information visit www.mtmacedondawnservice.org

Unlock your home
equity
If your home has equity, you have opportunity.
Whether itÕs buying another home, extending, renovating, or reÞnancing - see
what’s possible with a Bendigo Complete home loan.
Come home to a low rate loan.
Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Sarah, Edyta, James and
Courtney on 5420 7210 or search Bendigo Bank home loans.
Community Bank • Gisborne & District

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178
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