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serving the southern macedon ranges

In the forest just north
of Macedon you can
find several historic
waterway tunnels beneath
the elevated railway
embankments.
In mid-September a pair of
our walkers photographed
the tunnels and found in
the resulting images a
sign that there IS light at
the end of the tunnel, and
that soon larger groups
of walkers may be able
to enjoy each other’s
company in some great
springtime walks together.
Let’s hope that the social
restrictions in Victoria are
eased, very soon.
Margaret Muehlheim
Gisborne Bushwalkers

Light at the end
of the tunnel
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HOME PAGE
From the Editor's desk
Spring has arrived, restrictions have eased and
coronavirus case numbers in Victoria have fallen
significantly so Gisborne Bushwalking Club’s
submission seemed perfect for this month’s cover.
If we continue to follow guidelines, we can hopefully
soon all enjoy even more of the light at the end of the
pandemic tunnel.
I find it interesting, and important to remember,
that we don’t all yearn for the same light, and think
Macedon Ranges Photographic Society’s feature on
page 14 highlights this in a lovely way.
My light includes international travel. I still remember
flying on a Boeing 747 as a child and the excitement
of visiting the cockpit en route. The cabin crew and
pilots were all very good-natured and the huge plane
with compartments and dials everywhere was utterly
fascinating. Years later, I was lucky enough to snag a
seat on the upper deck of a 747 and delighted in it the
whole flight.
The retirement of the iconic 747 passenger aircraft
from Australia’s shores in July this year therefore
stopped me for a moment. Then I thought, with this
area home to many airline industry folk since Tullamarine
opened in 1970, recollections of locals who worked on
the 747 could make a great Gazette feature. That is what

I hope you will find on pages 20-22. Big thanks to the
eight contributors!
Thank you also to the many regular club reporters
and columnists for sharing your positive stories and
outlook with the community this month, as you do
every month. They say it takes a village to raise a
child. In this challenging year, I like to think the village
of Gazette contributors is helping raise the spirit and
focus of many in our community.
Take care and happy reading,
Corinne
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A MINUTE WITH MAXINE

Gazette distributor Val Jarred (78) and two of her greatgrandchildren, Lachlan and Mason Greenwood, deliver the
September Gazette. By doing so, they combine essential
exercise, family time, community service and education in
one activity – pandemic efficiency at its best.
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I first met David and Victoria, affectionately known
as ‘the Beckhams’, on February 9, 2014. We were
standing together on a vacant block in the estate
we live in, watching the bushfire in Gisborne South
as it made its way up the Calder Freeway in those
terrible northerly winds.
They started delivering the Gazette as backup
for me when I was away on holidays and now have
their own distribution area and are due for their
five-year certificate.
David is president of the Melton and Bacchus
Marsh Australian Plant Society. He has established
the most wonderful native garden at their home
and as we were talking a variety of honeyeaters
were enjoying exploring the plants and trees.
Cycling has played a huge part in Victoria’s life,
both velodrome track and road. She has won two
state Masters titles for track cycling. Her favourite
is endurance. In the past, they have enjoyed going
to South Australia to follow the Santos Tour Down
Under.
Holidays have been put on hold as they have
rescued silkie chickens who have had a variety of
health problems but have definitely found a good

Victoria and David with some of their rescued chooks.
home with David and Victoria. Trust me when I
say the eggs are yummy. Victoria also finds time
to volunteer every Sunday at Edgar’s Mission in
Lancefield.
They both like the rural living and four seasons
that Gisborne offers. 
Maxine Barker

Abandoned lamb brings family joy
Percy the lamb and his brother were born into the
world on August 19, but unfortunately their mother
disowned Percy and we found him in the paddock
on his own and hungry.
We decided to hand raise him, and so began the
most exciting thing to come out of lockdown. As a
22-year-old au pair from England, with no previous
experience with pets, the idea of caring for this lamb
24/7 seemed crazy. But with the help of my partner
Robbie and the Walliss family, we have kept him
happy and safe, and hopefully he will grow into a
healthy ram.
Percy play-fights with Charlie and accompanies
Isla and me on our daily walks around Mount
Macedon. He wears nappies at night to prevent
accidents as he sleeps inside until it is warm
enough for him to go out. He loves sleeping on my
lap and having a cuddle, but he also has a rather
demanding habit of waking me up before
6am when he wants a bottle.
Nevertheless, he brings so
much joy to our family as
well as the people he meets
and I feel so blessed that
through all this chaos of
COVID-19 little Percy
is putting a smile on
my face.
Gemma Green

Gisborne
Futures update

Above: Percy out on a walk with Isla Walliss and
Gemma Green.
Left: Gemma and Robbie feed baby Percy.

Saving Gisborne's bluestone bridge
proposal incorporated concrete
The Gisborne & Mount Macedon
Districts Historical Society, along
piling encased in steel within the
with many Gisborne residents, are
two culverts of the bridge and, if
required, external piling. Above
extremely pleased that Regional
these pilings would be specifically
Roads Vic (RRV) is considering
retaining the bluestone bridge over
designed support steelwork which
Bunjil Creek as well as some of major
would support the road base.RRV
trees in the area.
would have to design the above to
Initial plans for a roundabout at The Historical Society's Frank meet their design requirements.
Macedon Ranges Shire Council
the Melbourne Road-Kilmore Road Porter beside the bridge.
intersection involved the destruction
entered into negotiations with RRV
of the bridge and removal of some of the heritage to retain not only the bridge but some of the heritage
oaks and elms.
trees slated for removal. At this stage two oaks and
The Historical Society submitted a proposal an elm on Hamilton Street will be retained although
to RRV which would enable the bridge, which two other heritage trees and other mature trees will
was built in 1874, to remain virtually intact. The be removed. Revised RRV plans will be released.

WANTED
TO BUY-CASH PAID
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL
TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS,
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS,
BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES.

PH. RICHARD 5428 2848

0417 415 336

Mobile pool and spa service

• Over 20 years’ experience
servicing pools and spas in the area.
• Maintenance, pumps, filters,
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.
• Specialising in water and energy efficient
technologies.
Call Daniel

0416 289 898

dan@smartpoolservices.com.au

More than 740 people responded to Council during
community consultation for Phase 3 of the Gisborne
Futures project that closed on September 14.
Council’s planning and environment director, Angela Hughes, said it had been tremendous to have
that high level of interest in planning for the future of
Gisborne over the next 30 years and thanked residents and community agencies for being so willing
to get involved.
“We wanted to check if issues raised in previous
consultations in recent years fairly reflect our community’s priorities for the future and if the balance is
right in these draft plans,” she said.
“The project team will review all recent submissions, survey results and other comments received
before presenting a modified version of the draft
plans to the community for a further round of consultation next year.”
Dean Markham of New Gisborne thinks Gisborne’s future needs to be managed differently and
is leading a push for the draft Gisborne Futures proposals to be suspended.
The draft proposals are predicated on significant
population growth and promote urban infill and highdensity development in several parts of Gisborne to
accommodate it.
Mr Markham has formulated an open letter to the
council, community and local politicians asking them
to refuse the population growth targets placed upon
the region by the State Government, something he
said other shires around Australia had successfully
done. He is advocating that the council conduct
“genuine consultation” before another draft of the
Gisborne Futures proposals is rolled out, to ensure
they reflect what the community wants for the town.
Mr Markham’s open letter seeks a cap on the
Gisborne town population of 10,000 and the region
of 13,000. To view the full letter, visit www.facebook.
com/ProtectGisborne or contact Mr Markham on
0419 344 131.
For enquiries to Council about the Gisborne
Futures project, call 5422 0333 or you can email

strategicplanning@mrsc.vic.gov.au

REFRESH,
REVITALISE
+ RENEW








Anti-Ageing Facials + Peels
Microdermabrasion
IPL + LED Light Therapy
Cosmetic Injectables
Massages
Waxing
Manicures + Pedicures

5428 8800

3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne
www.thespa.com.au
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Macedon Ranges face
masks available
These Macedon Ranges face
masks were being sold at
Wine O'Clock wine bar to help
the live music venue through
the pandemic. Sadly Wine
O'Clock has had to close its
premises permanently, but
they are selling the limited
edition masks from home.
You can order by texting 0419
346 039 with your choice of
design and they will get back
to you with confirmation and
payment details.

Welcome meal with mates
Friends Jake McIntyre, Jack Spargo, Oscar
Spargo and Jacob Parfrey and were glad to
be able to enjoy a meal together again at the
Telegraph on September 26 after restrictions
eased to allow limited indoor dining.
Lou Pierobon uses the new exercise equipment
along Jackson Creek on September 17 after it
was reopened on September 14.

A number of wines from Gisborne Peak Winery in
South Gisborne have received high scores in the
2021 James Halliday Wine Companion.
Wine O'Clock owner
Carolynn John wears
one of the masks.

Death of volunteer
Brenda Maidment has died. Just one little note in the
obituary column. Just quietly slipped away.
Brenda was well known in the community,
especially by all the cancer survivors she helped.
She had her own struggles and confusions. Finally
being diagnosed with diabetes helped a bit, but poverty remained. Nevertheless, she was always there
for those who needed her help.
I knew Brenda from a time when she prepared
meals for Macedon Senior Citizens. Previously the
seniors were having meals delivered from Werribee. By the time the food got to Macedon, it was
almost unidentifiable mush. Brenda said she could
do better, and she did. How many of you will quietly
thank your stars that Brenda was there for you. Even
many poodle lovers will think of her fondly.
Brenda was 79. Rest in well-deserved peace.  

Katrina Buttigieg of Macedon received a Bronze
award in the 2020 Victorian AusMumpreneur
Awards.
Western Water was fined $8261 by the
Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA)
on September 21 for an unlicensed discharge
of more than 40 megalitres of Class B recycled
water at the Willows (South of Mills Road) in
Gisborne in June that was later estimated to have
been leaking over a four-month period. The EPA
reported that some of the spill found its way into
Jacksons Creek, but had only limited short term
impact due to its having already gone through the
waste water treatment process.

Earthworks at the Aldi site in Aitken Street
restarted last month after being in hiatus to
allow the completion of a Cultural Heritage
Management Plan. These plans, formed in
conjunction with the Wurundjeri Corporation,
dictate the treatment of any indigenous artefacts
that may be found.

Left: Danny Ciantar and Matthew Paterno give
Saff Fazio and Kevin Agailina a trim on September
11. Danny recently redecorated the inside of
the barber shop, adding some large prints of
Gisborne’s first barber shop.

Jean Woelkerling

Cus

43 A
(Nex
feelin

Custom Picture Framing
Trading hours

Custom Framing & Fine Art Supplies

Tues-Fri:
10am - 5pm
In Gisborne - by appointment
only
Sat:
10am - 1pm
please ring

43 Anslow Street, Woodend
(Next to the P.O. Boxes)
feelingframed@bigpond.com
feelingframed@bigpond.com
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Custom Framing & Fine Art Supplies
43 Anslow Street, Woodend

Trading hours
Tues-Fri:

10am - 5pm

0429 5427
659 908
4455

Proudly sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Gisborne

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Sandra’s ‘touch blankets’ bring more joy
In the August edition of the
Gazette, Betty Doolan thanked
Sandra Turnbull for making
‘fiddle rugs’ for residents of
Gisborne Oaks and noted how
much joy they brought. This
month Carolynn John tells how
much her father receiving a
‘touch blanket’ had meant to him,
and to her.
"My dad Laurie John, Baringo
resident for the past 35 years,
went into care at Riddell Gardens
Aged Care in Sunbury during the

Sandra Turnbull who is touching
hearts through her craft.

first lockdown in April. Dad is 90
years old and due to his health,
needed to go into permanent
care.
"We haven’t been able to visit
him since June as the home
was locked down due to the
pandemic. Dad has missed Mum
and the rest of the family terribly,
but this was the way it needed to
be, to keep him safe.
"The beautiful ladies from the
Gisborne Church of Christ have
been making ‘touch blankets’ for
the residents, which especially
help dementia patients.
"Sandra contacted me and
together with Jill, made a beautiful blanket for him featuring his
beloved AFL team Richmond, a
beautiful photo of Mum and Dad
(married 68 years), and reference to music which he loves
(Amazing Grace is one of his favourites).
It also has a Purple Heart in
memory of my sister Leanne,
who passed away three years
ago.
The joy this blanket has
brought Dad has been amaz-
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ing! The work that the lovely ladies are doing to try and cheer
up our most vulnerable, precious loved ones is truly heartwarming."

Laurie John
holds his
new ‘touch
blanket’.

Kitchen in Hamilton Street,
Gisborne.
Jack came to Australia from
Vietnam to study horticulture
and after working in his
uncle’s restaurant in Swan Hill,
eventually moved to Sunbury.
Jack and his wife Zoe saw
an opportunity in Gisborne to
open a Vietnamese restaurant,
moved here, and opened Trinh’s

Kitchen in late 2018.
Like all of our local restaurants, Trinh’s had to close to
dine-in customers over the past
few months, but continued to
offer takeaway. Jack and Zoe’s
generosity extended to offering free meals to people in our
community who needed a helping hand due to the economic
downturn caused by COVID-19.
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Trinh’s Kitchen gives back to community
Gisborne Foodbank would like
to thank Trinh’s Kitchen for their
recent donation of $1,000, and
for their donation of prepared
meals on a fortnightly basis.
“We want to give back to
the community who was so
supportive of us when we
opened our restaurant in
Gisborne two years ago,” said
Jack Trinh, owner of Trinh’s
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GENERAL CLEAN - DETAILED CLEAN
WINDOW CLEANING/TRACKS /FRAMES
FLOORS / CARPET CLEANING

CATHRYN

0455 344 188
Registered Independent Aged Care Cleaning Support

POLICE CHECKED - INSURANCE
ABN 622 740 580 36
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First Father’s Day

CWA MACEDON
With a vibrant spring bursting around us,
we have more cause for optimism now
that restrictions are easing in regional
Victoria.
It is still too soon for Macedon CWA to
plan meetings, but we hope to meet in November if
restrictions allow it.
As there is little to report, and many will be busy
planning for children to return to school, I am giving
a recipe for a carrot cake containing many nutritious
ingredients.
Many manufactured foods are
highly processed with ingredients
that give no nutritional benefit, so
with some time on our hands before
normal life returns, try this recipe with
the thought of adding it to lunchboxes Jenny Strang
next term.

CARROT CAKE
2/3 cup vegetable oil
1/3 cup brown sugar
1 cup plain flour
1 tsp bicarb soda
1 tsp mixed spice
½ cup pecan or walnuts

½ cup honey
2 eggs
¾ cup wholemeal flour
1,1/2 tsp baking powder
2 cups grated carrot
½ cup sultanas
Line a 20cm square
tin with baking paper,
and heat oven at
180C.
Place oil, honey,
sugar and eggs in a
bowl and beat until
thick and creamy.
Sift flours, spice,
baking powder and
soda, and fold into
egg mixture.

Stir in carrots and
sultanas.
Pour into prepared tin and sprinkle nuts on top.
Bake 55-60 minutes until inserted skewer comes out
clean. Let stand for five minutes before placing on
cooling rack.
This cake stays moist for days if covered and stored
in the fridge.
Jenny Strang

MELBOURNE PODIATRY
GROUP

CWA GISBORNE

Afternoon tea sorted with
this CWA favourite

Sam, Mila and Aaron enjoy a picnic at Macedon’s
Centennial Park in the lovely weather on Father’s Day.
This was Aaron’s first Father’s Day and he was all smiles.
Sam made a photo book of baby Mila for proud dad.

Know your flood risk,
warns SES
It may seem odd at this time of year as we
head into fire season, but with forecasts of
SES
above-average rainfall and possible flooding this spring due to La Niña systems FLOOD STORM
EMERGENCY
across Victoria, residents are encouraged 132 500
to plan ahead.
Flood hotspots in Gisborne mainly surround
Jackson Creek. While remedial works by Friends of
Jackson Creek and Melbourne Water have greatly
reduced flood potential since the hotspots were identified in 2012, flash flooding remains a possibility.
1. Visit www.ses.vic.gov.au/get-ready/your-localflood-information for detailed information on Gisborne and other towns in the region.
2. Understand that flash flooding can occur quickly due to heavy rainfall and water rises rapidly and
flows powerfully and quickly.
3. Never drive on flooded roads. It can take just
15cm of water to float a small car. That’s the height
of an average pen. Never enter floodwater; it can be
fatal.
Stay informed by monitoring weather warnings
and forecasts at the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM)
website and warnings through VicEmergency. Call
132 500 if you require assistance from VICSES during storms. Always call triple zero (000) in a lifethreatening emergency.

It’s a bit sad that we haven’t been able
to get together yet, but we keep hearing that life will return to
normal one day soon.
We wish Christine T
and Kay a happy birthday for October.
I’m sure everyone has been cookChristine
ing a bit more while staying home so
Edwards
I will give you a couple of CWA recipes this month. 
Christine Edwards

CWA SCONES
4 cups self raising flour
300ml milk
Pinch salt
300ml cream
1 tsp sugar
Add cream and milk to the dry ingredients and mix
to a soft dough.
Place on a lightly floured board and pat out to about
2.5cm thick.
Cut with a floured scone cutter. Bake at 200C for 12
to 15 minutes.
Serve with butter or jam and cream.

Gisborne Secondary College Chaplaincy
The Chaplaincy's dumpling fundraiser continues on
Saturday October 24.
Learn how to make northern Chinese dumplings
from scratch and raise much-needed funds for Chaplaincy. The class runs from 10.30am to 12.30pm at
the Flying Pigeon in Gisborne. Cost of $80 per person includes a complimentary beverage.
Bring friends or family, have some fun together
and take home delicious dumplings for dinner. Secure your spot by emailing Bronwyn on sbtacey@
bigpond.com or by calling 0417 028 605.
Maximum 10-12 people. We look forward to your
support.

Bronwyn Tacey
Secretary GSC Chaplaincy Committee

PODIATRY

Do you have

fungal
nails?

We
can
help
you

Shop 12, 13 Goode Street, Gisborne (behind McDonalds) Call us for an appointment P: 1300 650 293
6
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Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage
Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon
By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr $90
½ hr $55
Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted

Preparing for the fire season
Prepare your property

CFA ready at any time

Spring is here and
it’s time to start preparing your property
for the summer bushfire season.
To reduce the risk to your home and property:
• Remove overhanging branches and shrubs over
one metre high next to or below windows
• Keep grass short and clear other combustible
materials from around your home
• Clear roof gutters of leaf litter
• Maintain any defendable space around your home
• Ensure any rainwater tanks are accessible and full
• Ensure you have a bushfire survival plan in place
that includes your pets, and practise it regularly.

While there are strict restrictions in place for all the
volunteer fire brigades in the Macedon Ranges, the
CFA are still available for call-outs with members operating under COVID-safe conditions.
Meetings and trainings are being conducted online and equipment checks undertaken weekly by a
skeleton crew.
Each year operational members are required to
undertake entrapment drill exercises prior to the fire
season. They must demonstrate what to do if the
crew is ever trapped by a burnover at an incident.
Mount Macedon members are undertaking these
drills in small groups to ensure all members are
ready for the upcoming season. Mask wearing, temperature checks and sanitising vehicles are all now
part of this process.
Unfortunately, the normal pre-season community
workshops and station visits are not operating but
people can still check their properties now to ensure
they are cleared and ready for the fire season. Families should also discuss and develop their own fire
plans for different scenarios.

Council provides a free green waste drop-off service at transfer stations. Find out more at mrsc.vic.
gov.au/green-waste
In consultation with the CFA, Council will lift burning off restrictions during October for land less than
4,000 square metres (one acre). When burning off,
remember the following:
• You must not cause a nuisance to neighbours
• Register your burn-off by calling 1800 668 511
• Monitor weather conditions, especially wind
• Never leave a burn unattended
• Monitor burn for at least seven days after it has
been extinguished.
Fire management officers will begin annual property
inspections in October and will issue fire prevention
notices to properties that present a risk.
The notice will outline works that must be completed by the due date. If the works aren’t completed, a
contractor will be engaged to carry out the works and
you will be required to pay the costs of the works, a
fine of $1,652 and administration fees.
If you receive a fire prevention notice and have
stock grazing on your property, you are still required
to undertake the works unless you can demonstrate
that the number of stock is sufficient to reduce the
height of the grass and the overall hazard.
Council will start roadside slashing as soon as
conditions are right. The annual program usually
starts late October-early November, when grass
growth slows and the grass starts to dry out.
For more information, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/fireready or call 5422 0333

Deb Fleming, Mt Macedon CFA

Rob Stevens, Berris Saultry and Di Dale do some virtual
stair climbing near Sanatorium Lake on Mount Macedon.

Firefighter Stair
Climbers go virtual
The Melbourne Firefighter Stair Climb
is an annual charity event in which firefighters and other emergency service
personnel come from all over Australasia and the world to compete and raise
funds to combat depression, post-traumatic stress
injury and suicide.
The event simulates the actions of a firefighter entering a burning high-rise building, wearing full protective clothing and wearing breathing apparatus.
Other emergency services represented include
police, State Emergency Service, Forest Fire Management and ambulance, all of whom climb in the
personal protective clothing and equipment relevant
to their agency.
Due to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19, this
year’s Melbourne Firefighter Stair Climb will be a
virtual event. Participating members from Gisborne
Fire Brigade will be racking up the steps by hiking
(practising social distancing) and climbing up and
down steps at home.
Readers can support firefighters by donating at
www.firefighterclimb.org.au/donations/donate/cfa/
gisborne.

CFA

Planned burns are
expected close to
Macedon and Mount
Macedon, in the
Campey Road area,
in the two months
starting October 1.

Bevan Moody, Gisborne CFA

Your local glaziers
for over 45 years

• Glass Replacement
• Splashbacks, Showerscreens & Mirrors
• Energy Efficient Glass & Double Glazing
• Pet Doors

ph 5428 2899

macedonrangesglass.com.au 6 Ladd Rd New Gisborne
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Firefighting milestone

Gisborne Fire Brigade this year
celebrates a 75-year association with
the Country Fire Brigade. This milestone
has been reached through the
dedication of generations of volunteers.
The Brigade had planned to celebrate
the event in September but, because
of the pandemic, the night has been
postponed until May 2021.
Bryan Power tells the brigade's story.

of land on the corner of Brantome and
Hamilton Streets for the proposed fire
station and the urban and rural brigades
pledged money and voluntary labour for
its construction. Frustrating negotiations
with the CFA saw the project drag on for
nine years before finally the station was
officially opened on April 26, 1957. With
the opening came the welcome news
from the CFA that a new 450-gallon tanker truck would be stationed at Gisborne.

D

PART 1
ttempts to form a fire brigade in
Gisborne began way back in the
19th century but met with little success.
The editors of the original Gisborne
Gazette took the Council, land owners
and townspeople to task on a number of
occasions because of their apathy with
regard to fire. In the early years of the
20th century some equipment was bought
but nobody, it seems, was interested in
learning how to use it.
In 1917 a brigade led by Alf Martin as
captain was formed and members began
regular practices. However, once again
enthusiasm waned and it was not until
1930 that another attempt was made at
the urging of Councillor Blanche Ross
Watt. The new group, named the Gisborne Bush Fire Brigade, invited Humphrey Dixon to be captain. It was a great
choice because, with his energy, organisational skills and great knowledge of the
district, Dixon successfully led the brigade between 1932 and 1949.
The findings of the Royal Commission following the Black Friday
fires on January 13, 1939 led eventually to the formation of the Country Fire Authority.

A

large bushfire on
on January 14,
1944, came close to
destroying Gisborne.

A

Humphrey Dixon, 1935

New CFA station in Brantome Street, 1957
Starting at Tylden it raced ahead of a
strong northerly wind, jumped the Bullengarook Road a couple of kilometres from
Gisborne and was then taken by a westerly change towards Couangalt, Mt Gisborne and into the town, burning homes in
Goode and Rodney Street and reaching
the primary school and the area where
the Village Shopping Centre now stands.
Following that close shave there were
calls for the formation of a town fire brigade and in October 1944, with the approval of the Country Fire Brigades Board
(later to be known as the Country Fire
Authority), the town brigade was established and officially registered
with the CFA on September 5,
1945. That registration marked
the beginning of the now 75-year
association that Gisborne has
forged with the CFA. Alex Gardiner was the first Captain of the
Gisborne Urban Brigade
and led it strongly for 12
years until 1957. The
other brigade, renamed
the Gisborne Rural Brigade, saw Humphrey

Protect your
home - Check
your ORG!
(Overflow Relief Gully)

Find out more at westernwater.com.au/org
8
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Dixon pass the leadership to Bill Brady
in 1949. Brady served as Rural Captain
until 1963.
So there were then two brigades in
Gisborne and residents were told that in
the event of a township fire the fire bell
would be rung continuously but if it was a
bushfire, the rings would be at short intervals. The two groups coexisted amicably
and eventually merged decades later in
1994.
The need for a fire station was an issue that bubbled along for decades. A
Council shed was used to store what little
fire-fighting gear the brigade possessed
between 1905 and 1930.
The equipment, which by
then included a hydrant
and hoses, was moved
to Alex Gardiner’s coach
builder’s shed in Aitken
Street and remained
there until 1957. The
shed became the home
for the first trucks used
by the brigade.
In 1948 Cherry and
Sons donated a block

Your overflow relief
gully should be
raised and clear.

uring the 1950s, fires caused by
sparks from steam locomotives were
a constant worry. As well, burning off
alongside tracks by railway workers had
occasional bad outcomes, as was the
case in 1952 when an unextinguished
burning stump caused a fire that travelled from Macedon to Riddells Creek.
However, in the 1950s, the development
of a radio network was to produce great
benefits over time as more sophisticated
equipment became available.
Because of ill health, Alex Gardiner retired as captain in 1957 and was
succeeded by Bill Byrne who served in
that capacity for the next 12 years. During Byrne's time many brigade members became enthusiastic participants
in CFA competitions with Brantome
Street becoming their practice ground.
A larger running track was needed and
members pitched in with labour and fundraising to see the $10,000 project finished in the mid-1970s alongside the
oval at Sankey Reserve.
The running team first
competed in the State
Championships in Mildura in
1963, won their first Grand
Aggregate in 1977 and
in the next year became
state champions. Gisborne
proudly hosted their first
demonstration
on
the
Gisborne track in February
1977.
Concludes next month
Alex Gardiner age 37

HEALTH   & WELLBEING

Proudly sponsored by
Macedon Ranges Health

Stay connected,
advises Men's Shed

BETTY'S
BOOP

With Betty Doolan
It seems ‘thank you’ is a happening thing at the
Oaks.
Bendigo Bank sent boxes of books, crosswords, adult painting books, packs of colouring
pencils and word searches last month. The card
said, “We may not all be in the same boat, but we
are all weathering the same storm. We hope these
activity books can be rainbows for residents of the
Oaks and bring rays of happiness and hope.”
The team at Kosdown Printing in Port Melbourne sent, with their best wishes, 39 lovely note
pads, envelopes and cards to help residents keep
in touch with their family and friends.
The residents of the Oaks wish to thank everyone, not only for the lovely gifts but for thinking of
us at this difficult time.
The staff have been wearing the colour purple
to celebrate Wear It Purple Day. They wore yellow
for RU OK? day, encouraging everyone to start a
conversation that could change a life.
Our cooking group made mini lemon yoghurt
muffins as well as purple cupcakes decorated with
purple icing; I heard they tasted good.

Home and
Community
Care
Program
for Younger
People

The chairman of the Australian Men’s Shed Association, Paul Sladdin, encourages all members of
over a thousand Men’s Sheds in Australia to focus
on four things in these uncertain times:

Gisborne Oaks staff member Lindy Velinsky, left,
receives donated activity books from Bendigo Bank’s
Rebecca Baber on September 8.
Sadly, we said goodbye to Karen Spiller who
retired after 31 years of working at the Oaks.
Karen always made sure the Oaks received 50 to
60 copies of the Gisborne Gazette. We all wish
Karen the best of luck and hope you enjoy your
garden.
My recent birthday was a special one with a
lovely birthday cake, lots of lovely flowers and fruit
and a beaut gift box of chocolate food. Thank you
to all concerned.
Please wear your masks and stay safe.  Betty

The Home and Community Care Program
for Younger People (HACC-PYP) in Macedon Ranges Shire is delivered by Macedon
Ranges Health.
The program is funded by the State Government and designed to support eligible
individuals to stay independent at home, by
providing them access to affordable health
care and support services.
If you are under 65 years of age and
have a functional need – or are a carer of a
person who is under 65, you may be eligible
for the following services at a reduced cost:

Stay connected
Stay active
Stay positive and
Stay informed
At the Gisborne Men’s Shed, our
core “business” has always been keeping our members connected, with each other and our community
at large. Although our physical doors are presently
closed we are still very much open for that core business with snail mail, email, phone calls and Zoom
meetings, along with the occasional home visit if a
member needs assistance.
Whatever your age, if you’ve got a bit of time on
your hands for a short time or a longer time, think
about connecting with our digital Men’s Shed now so
you’ll be ready to enter the physical Shed when the
time is right to open the doors. Phone 0437 303 762
if you would like more information.
We’ve all had to learn some new things during this
temporary transition. And like every other organisation in Gisborne should be, while we’ve got the time,
we’re also looking towards the shorter term Covid
and longer term post-Covid future. Whatever our future looks like, for a while we’ll probably be wearing
a mask, but there’ll be a smile behind it!

Help around the home, personal care, tion and the sorts of services you may need
meals, physiotherapy, home safety mainte- and how often you may need them. With
nance, in-home nursing and assessments, you, she will develop a service-specific care
plan.
continence nursing, podiatry,
occupational therapy, dietetics,
Upon completion of this assesssocial support groups.
ment, Bernice will refer you to the
MRH would like to introduce
appropriate services.
Bernice Mathers as the program
Macedon Ranges Health can assess your eligibility and book your
coordinator. If you are eligible
for HACC-PYP, Bernice will visit
services for you.
you at home to complete a comCall us today to find out more
prehensive assessment.
on 5428 0300 or visit mrh.org.au/
She will discuss your situaHACC-PYP.
Bernice Mathers

JASON EVANS
LANDSCAPE GARDENER

Caddick
Designs

Building Designers

GIZZYGARDENS@GMAIL.COM
PH

Registered Building Practitioner

www.caddickdesigns.com.au

0412 067 877

SPECIALIZING IN

Paving ▪ Retaining Walls ▪ Instant
& Artificial Turf ▪ Irrigation
▪ Fencing ▪ Decking & Privacy
Screens ▪ Planting & Mulching ▪
Maintenance ▪ Home Repairs







Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges
Building Advice
New House & Extension Designs
Commercial & Industrial Design
Planning Permit Processing
Energy Rating & BAL Reports
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Health Talk

Weight management	with Dr Umair Masood

During the pandemic, a lot of people have
put on some weight. As a society, weight
management is something that we talk
about quite regularly. There is obviously
a strong correlation with increased weight
and chronic health diseases such as diabetes. How
can you find a way to lose weight?

be beneficial. Back in the ’60s, the diameter of the average dinner plate was about 25cm (10 inches). Today,
it is more like 30cm (12 inches). Those extra centimetres can potentially see the kilojoules on our dinner
plate surge by roughly 60 per cent. It is human nature
to eat everything on your plate and we tend to fill the
extra space with carbohydrates.

1

5

Do not skip breakfast
There is a saying: eat breakfast alone, share your
lunch and give your dinner away. This means breakfast should be your biggest meal of the day. It makes
good medical sense because your insulin levels are
the highest in the morning and a big meal is more appropriate then. In modern life, we often skip or eat very
little breakfast and eat the biggest meal possible at
dinnertime. This is the worst thing we can do.

2

Reduce your carbohydrate intake
As a society, we tend to eat a lot of complex carbohydrates such as breads, rice, potatos and pasta. Beer is
also called liquid bread, due to the amount of carbohydrates in it! Carbohydrates essentially turn into sugar
in our body. If you are trying to lose weight, try at least
halving the amount of carbohydrates that you take in
your diet.

3

Reduce the amount of sugar in your diet
A lot of foods in our society are very high in sugar. Most
of these are packaged and found in supermarkets,
such as soft drinks. A standard 375ml can of Coke has
39.8g of sugar, which is the equivalent of 10 cubes of
sugar. Imagine drinking a cup of tea with this much
sugar in it! Try cutting out sugary drinks as a start, as it
is not a food group our body needs.

4

Portion sizes
There is no secret in saying that we all eat more than
we need to. Trying to reduce your portion sizes would

Exercise
Modern lives are quite sedentary. Doing 30 minutes of
age-appropriate exercise daily is commendable. If you
are in your 30s or 40s you should be exercising to the
point where you are sweating at the end of the session.
As you get older, aim to keep your heart rate elevated
while exercising. A brisk walk can do this. Cardiovascular exercise is the best option to try to reduce weight.
Involve your family and children in your exercise regime as it can be fun and will help your children develop good habits.

6

Undiagnosed medical conditions
If you are struggling to lose weight it would be a good
idea to have a chat with your doctor. There are certain
medical conditions where losing weight can be a bit of
an issue. If left undiagnosed, conditions such as thyroid disease and polycystic ovarian syndrome can be
a reason for gaining weight. Some conditions can be
diagnosed with simple blood tests.

7

Diets vs good lifestyle habits
Dietary fads come and go. Some promise weight loss if
you follow them for several weeks or months and may
be a good option to lose weight in the short-term. However, the most important thing to do is change your
habits to ensure a healthy lifestyle or you will put the
weight back on afterwards.
There are very good diets and dietary plans available. I would encourage you to try one of them and it
really does not matter which one you pick.

Are you in a ‘Good Space’?
Local charity PS My Family Matters, who offer emotional and practical support to families caring for loved ones with mental illness, now offers a complimentary support
program – ‘Good Space’.
“As we all learn to adapt to the ‘COVID normal’, we
have put something into place for carers in our region,”
said Tamara Wilson, president of PS My Family Matters.
The program has been designed to offer support to
all those caring for loved ones including younger carers, who often take up significant caring responsibilities for both siblings and parents. It features emotional

1300 683 681
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and practical support elements, including complimentary respite items to help
make their lives a little easier at this time.
“We wanted to ensure that families in
the Ranges impacted by mental illness know that we’re
there for them,” said Tamara. “We’re grateful to the
Bendigo Bank, Tobin Brothers and the State Government, whose funding enables us to make this happen.”
If you’d like to know more about the Good Space
program and how it might help your family, please call
0475 269 965 or email psmfm@outlook.com.
Submitted by Mike Hamer

COVID-19 update: We have video conference
call facilities. Call and make an appointment

Some things can’t wait
When I received a reminder
that I was due for a breast
screening back in January, I
thought, 'no problem, I’ll get
around to making that appointment, it can wait a few
more weeks.'
Guess what? It’s now OcAn article
tober and I still haven’t made
that appointment. Suddenly on general
health by
COVID-19 lockdown was
our reality and even though Julie Ireland
going to the doctor and attending medical screenings was still allowed, it
just seemed safer to stay cocooned at home and
wait out the pandemic.
October is breast
cancer
awareness
month
and
an
opportunity for a
reminder that cancer
won’t wait for the
pandemic to be over.
It has been widely
reported in recent
months that there
has been a substantial (30-50%) drop in testing
and surgeries across all cancers compared to
the same period in 2019.
GP visits have decreased because people
are fearful of contracting COVID-19, or don’t
want to waste their GP’s time on symptoms that
they feel can wait, and this has led to referral
rates dropping substantially.
This doesn’t mean that cancer has gone away,
it means people have not been getting tested,
leading to a delayed diagnosis and a possibly
further progressed disease than if diagnosed
earlier.
Doctors reassure us that medical centres
and hospitals are safe as they have COVID-19
protocols in place, so people should feel safe
to present for care. There are also telehealth
services available for initial consultations.
So please don’t procrastinate. Talk to your
doctor, make that appointment for screening, so
you can be reassured that you are in the best
possible health.
Take care of yourselves everyone.
Julie

Pain is inevitable
but suffering
is optional
Clinical psychologist Dr Biliana
Ivanova writes about what
many of us may be feeling.
Buddhist philosophy and Western cognitive psychology were once unlikely allies in the study of
the mind. Of late, some striking similarities have
emerged from their teachings. Perhaps the most
significant is the distinction between pain and
suffering.
Pain – whether physical or emotional – is
inevitable in life. Sooner or later we all experience
illness, frustration, disappointment, rejection,
sadness, fear and loss. However, since pain is
unpleasant and we see it as a signal of danger,
we desperately try to avoid it.
The problem is that avoidance of pain creates
suffering. Suffering is how our mind reacts to
pain. We think that it is terrible, unbearable, unfair
and that it will never end. 'It shouldn’t be like this',
'I should have seen it coming', 'I hate it', 'It must
stop', 'It must be someone’s fault and they must
be punished'. And since our thoughts never really
stop, the nebulous cloud of suffering is endless.
We deny, we blame, we try to escape or numb
the pain and this futile protest creates endless
suffering. We limit what we do, we take to selfmedicating with food, alcohol, work, obsessive
relationships and possessions. It constrains our
lives and prevents us from living fully.
Pain is inevitable but suffering is optional.
If we simply accept the inevitability of pain
and turn towards it, we can spare ourselves the
suffering. If we sit with pain and let it be, if we
give it our full attention and regard, we see that
it changes and passes with time. Another wave
of pain inevitably arrives and then changes and
passes again. But the crazy-making of suffering
is not there.
Acceptance of pain is not resignation. It is the
precondition for change. Only after accepting the
reality of the present, no matter how painful or
unpleasant it is, can we affect change.

Walk in October to raise
funds for Parkinson’s
For many people with Parkinson’s disease, 2020
has been an even more difficult year due to COVID-19. Needing to be protective of themselves has
in many situations added to individuals' isolation.
Parkinson’s Victoria is always available to offer
support on 1800 644 189 (after hours phone calls
are returned the next working day).
The annual Parkinson’s Victoria fundraiser,
'A Walk in the Park', has been unable to be held
due to COVID-19 and been replaced by '27 for
Parkinson’s'. The concept is simple: walk 27
times in 27 days in October to support the 27,000
Victorians living with Parkinson’s. The time and
location of walks are up to you, taking into account
any COVID restrictions.
The event starts on October 1 and is free.
Register online at www.parkinsonswalk.org.au;
there is no closing date.
As a gesture of solidarity, Parkinson’s Victoria
has waived all membership fees between April 1,
2020, and March 31, 2021.

Kate McCormick
Local group facilitator, 0448 445 694

Know how to recognise
stroke – FAST
One in four of us will have a stroke in our lifetime,
and while stroke can be treated, too many families
continue to be devastated by this disease.
The Stroke Foundation recommends the FAST
test as an easy way to remember the most common
signs of stroke. Using the FAST test involves asking
these simple questions:
Face: Check their
face. Has their mouth
drooped?
Arms: Can they lift
both arms?
Speech: Is their
speech slurred? Do they understand you?
Time: Is critical. If you see any of these signs call
000 straight away.
A stroke is always a medical emergency. The
longer a stroke remains untreated, the greater the
chance of brain damage.
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ARTS

Proudly sponsored by Macedon Ranges Art Group, Phoenix Macedon Ranges Art & Craft,
The Gallery Mt Macedon, The Gisborne Singers, Duneira, Licorice Allsorts, Macedon Music,
The Mount Players, Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society Central Victoria and Woodend Art Group

The Mount Players
reminisce… Part 2
Following on from last month's
article, we continue reminiscing
with Richard Whiteley who, after
the tragic Ash Wednesday fires in
1983, was appointed to oversee
planning for a new theatre…with just $50,000
insurance money!
“The committee was absolutely determined to build
a new theatre, but without borrowing any money; and
this is where I would like to highlight this committee
because they made a very courageous decision:
To find a builder who would build on an hourly rate
and stop when we ran out of money," Richard said.
"Everybody could then see a partly completed
theatre in the course of erection and respond to our
regular fundraising. We found that builder in Philip
Honeyman, who ultimately saw the theatre to its final
stage of construction four years later.
"The committee at this time were: president – Alan
Cameron; secretary – Margaret Woods; treasurer –
Margaret Cameron; committee members – Jan Mill,
Roger Jones OAM, Fred Blake and Richard Whiteley.
"Special mention must be made of Bruce Nunan,
who donated the seats for the new theatre. Our
fundraising attracted considerable interest as we
wrote to every theatre group in the country. Of note
were the locals with Castlemaine Theatre Group who
sent us the proceeds of their current production,
as did Adelphi Theatre Group in Melbourne and
Williamstown Theatre Group with whom we had close
connections. We were also helped by donations from
Kyneton Theatre Group and Boilerhouse in Sunbury.
"Last but by no means least was the massive help
we received from the Shire of Gisborne in the form
of multiple donations per Terry Larkins (then CEO)
and management of the final construction towards
the end of 1989.
"So, when I go to the Mountview Theatre now, I
always have great pride as I walk through the door
and think to myself ‘We did it!’ Then I think, ‘This
nearly didn’t get built at all’. Congratulations to all
those many people who helped with fundraising and
contributed in some way to the effort of getting the
job done!”
Richard Whiteley and Karen Hunt


Jan Goodall (centre) ‘conducts’ the Graces Notes in their virtual choir video.

The making of a virtual choir video

Singers

The pandemic has forced music ensembles
discovered too late that she had parsley
the
Gisborne
around the world to adapt to keep
on her teeth!
performing and led to a rise in virtual choir, a
Once all the individual recordings
style of video now very popular on YouTube
have been completed, they are sent to
in which every singer appears in a a video editor to be combined and mixed. This is a
solo head-shot but when combined massive job and can easily take 100-120 hours.
with others, produces a wonderfully
Combining the videos is a trial and error process
full and rich choral sound.
because, as in a live choir, some voices blend
Every singer has to record him/ together better than others.
herself while listening to a backing
Video editing software is so precise that minute
track. This ensures that all the adjustments can be made to ensure rhythmic
singers are rhythmically together accuracy and the best editors are those who read
and in the correct key.
music scores and have experience singing in choirs.
Jan Goodall:
Singers often make multiple Some editors enhance the video with background
Gisborne
recordings to get their best possible footage but always, it is the singing that remains its
resident,
Singers
rendition and the bloopers can make most important feature.
member and
hilarious videos on their own. It’s not
Check out the Grace Notes Singers’ recent
director of the unusual to have almost completed
YouTube video of the Irish folksong Skye Boat Song.
Grace Notes
one’s video to have a dog bark just www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5JlHbOpZ7M
Singers.
Jan Goodall
at the end and one singer in my choir

Macedon Ranges Family Law

FAMILY LAW
PRACTICE IN
GISBORNE

All areas of Family Law, Separation, Divorce,
Property Settlements, Care of Children,
Maintenance
Wills & Powers of Attorney, Probates

Rebuilding Lives
Telephone: 5428 8711
1st Floor, 45 Hamilton Street, Gisborne, Vic 3437
Email: megan@macedonrangesfamilylaw.com.au
www.macedonrangesfamilylaw.com.au
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Joanne McFadyen

Professional Travel Adviser

mobile travel agents

‘We come to you’

DREAM TODAY, TRAVEL LATER –
I'm here for you

m: 0407 432 520
e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au
www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Family digging interesting
no matter what you find
When I talk to people about
genealogy I invariably get asked
two questions: “How far back have
you gone?” and “Have you found
a convict in your family?” I give them the answer, and
then say, “But that’s not really important.” And they are
always surprised.
The reality is that researching your family history is
always interesting regardless of what you find, or how
far back you go. And it is often surprisingly emotional.
It is hard to imagine that the lives our ancestors lived
can affect us, yet they do because they are a part of our
story.
People trace their family histories for
all sorts of reasons. Sometimes it’s to find
out about an inherited illness, but often
it’s just out of curiosity. I recently had a
lady in Tasmania contact me to help find
out if her mother was adopted. It was
something that had been worrying her for
Lyn Hall
many years. I was able to find out what
happened to her biological grandmother and quite a bit
of her family history. It proved an interesting story.
This time of isolation has been a bonus for family
historians with extra time to spend researching, and
repositories still offering discounts; it’s a great time to
buy your historical Victorian BDM certificates online.
Personally, I’ve been able to break down quite a few
brick walls and solve some family riddles that have
eluded me for many years.
Members of Gisborne Genealogical Group are
reminded to send stories of your isolation ‘finds’ to Kerry
for the November newsletter. It will be interesting to see
what some of our members have discovered during the
past few months.
The other question I get asked (mainly by family
members) is, “Haven’t you finished yet?” – a reasonable
question after more than 40 years of research. The
answer is simple: I’ll never be finished. Genealogy is a
jigsaw puzzle with no edge pieces – it can be as big or
as small as you choose it to be, and it is the perfect way
to keep the brain active at any time, but especially during
a pandemic!
Lyn Hall

Gallery reopens for
weekends
The Gallery is opening again in
October, weekends only.
This local gem located behind
the Mt Macedon Trading Post offers
a range of quality art by local artists
and is always worth a visit.

September cold snap

Deon 5, Coby 3 and Willow, 3 months, had some
fun in the wintry blast that hit on September 25
bringing snow across Gisborne, Macedon and Mt
Macedon, though Willow might have wondered
what she had woken up to.

Probus profile:
Diane Barbie
Probus member Diane Barbie was born,
raised and married in Sydney. Her
husband, Boris, joined the air force as
an air traffic controller and they began
the nomadic life of an RAAF family.
Over the years they lived in Richmond (Sydney),
Malaysia and Melbourne with their two children.
In 1980, Boris joined the Department of Civil
Aviation while Di trained and worked as a yoga
teacher. She followed this with nursing training at
Williamstown Hospital.
After graduating she
worked at the hospital
and a nursing home.
She also took horse
riding lessons with her
daughter, leading to a
love of riding.
Di and Boris moved to
the Macedon Ranges in
1991. Building on acres
at Woodend enabled Di
to develop her passion for
Di Barbie
riding. She continued her
nursing career, working at The Oaks and a nursing
agency. Sadly, Boris suffered a stroke in 2004 and
they moved to Gisborne in 2006 where Diane cared
for him until he passed away in 2015.
During this time, she developed her skills as a
talented and passionate craftsperson.
Diane has led a rich, interesting and challenging
life, including travel over the years to the UK, Europe,
the Middle East, Africa, US, Canada and South
America. She loves living in the Macedon Ranges
and has enjoyed being part of Gisborne Probus since
2006. The club has strengthened her community
connection and led to many new friendships. In
return, she has given a great deal to the club in her
roles as president, vice-president, outings organiser
and committee member.

ADOLESCENT VACCINATIONS
With the closing of schools, your children are missing out on more than just on-site
learning - they may be missing out on their essential, government scheduled
vaccinations.
For year 7 students, the recommended vaccines are Human Papillomavirus (HPV) &
Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis.
For year 10 students, the recommended vaccine is Meningococcal ACWY.
Ranges Medical have a sufficient supply of these vaccines, so give our friendly
reception team a call and they'll gladly assist in booking an appointment.

For appointments, telephone 8373 5420 or online at
rangesmedical.com.au
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LOOKING FORWARD

With spring in the air and a spring in their step, members of the Macedon
Ranges Photographic Society are looking forward to what lies ahead after
dreary days and weeks in lockdown.
Members were recently asked to share what they are most looking forward
to and showcase this by sharing an image with the group. With the loosening
of restrictions, many activities they highlight are fortunately possible again in
regional Victoria, but not so for friends and family in lockdown areas. Other
favourite pastimes we all still have to dream about.
These words and images beautifully capture what many in the community
may be feeling in this extraordinary year of COVID-19.

Photo: David Aitken
"This is one of the badminton
courts at Tony Clarke Stadium.
I’ve played badminton there
for about two decades. For
much of that time I’ve been
campaigning to get better lights
and other improvements. The
stadium now has new lines and,
importantly, new lighting. I’m
keen to get back on the courts
and hopefully be able to see the
shuttle in flight without being
blinded at the same time."

Photo: Cheryl Connell
"What am I looking forward to, after
visiting family, is being somewhere
without four walls. This image is of one
of my favourite places, Mount Macedon.
I miss the freedom of wandering on the
tracks amongst the trees."

Photo: Paul Fletcher
"I am looking forward to unrestricted gatherings of family and friends – at our
home, their home, wherever."

Photo: Don Dennett
"I am looking forward to extending our
rides around the back roads in our area –
without the face masks! Very quiet, very
scenic. We’re especially looking forward
to warmer, drier weather with a little less
mud on the track."
Photo: Judy Harrison
"I am so missing our grown-up children. Also missing
our extended family get togethers, camping and
enjoying the big camp oven feasts!"
Photo: Kaye Rubi
"I am looking forward to many
things such as catching up with
friends at our favourite cafes and
restaurants, travel and being able
to freely drive to Melbourne, but
I’m really missing doing Heartfelt
sessions. If you’ve not heard
of Heartfelt, they’re a volunteer
organisation that provides
photographic memories for families
at a time of loss and grief. Tough
work but very meaningful."
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Photo: Osija Anolak
"I miss seeing all my Gisborne Day CWA friends. We have
not had a meeting since March but have all still been busy
making masks, hospital gowns, bags for food hampers,
knitting for the homeless, hamper packs for
women’s shelters and lots more items for
people less fortunate than us. We still keep
in touch through phone calls and Facebook
posts. We have a birthday party every year
but not this year."

Members of the Macedon Ranges Photographic
Society are excited about the prospect of being
able to meet up in person once again. For more
information about MRPS, visit www.macedonranges-photography.org.au or email mrps@
macedon-ranges-photography.org.au.

Photo: Gwen Ford
"I am looking forward to the light at the
end of the tunnel of the emptiness of
isolation of COVID-19".

Our world may be turned upside down but
hope springs eternal

ADVERTISEMENT

HE’S HERE
FOR US

REFLECTIONS

2. Which President pledged that the United
States would land on the moon before the end
of the 1960s?

with Warwick McFadyen

3. Who lived at 221B Baker Street, London?

the start of the season in his Lines
Written in Early Spring. He
hadn’t yet wandered lonely as
a cloud; he sat by a brook and
noted the harmony of nature and
man’s sometimes disharmony to

humankind.
I heard a thousand blended notes
While in a grove I sate reclined
In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts
Bring sad thoughts to the mind.
To her fair works did Nature link
The human soul that through me ran;
And much it grieved my heart to think
What man has made of man.
A couple of centuries on, such thoughts are still
evocative. The seasons of man run in temperament
both hot and cold.
There is, of course, another sign of the changing
seasons. It is not the blooming of rosemary, or the
grass a’growing; it is the roar of the crowd. The footy
grand final will not be seen in Melbourne this year.
Perhaps some Victorians know the changing of the
seasons better by the run to the grand final than
the rising of the sap in the trees, though it rises just
as surely in the supporters’ veins if their team is a
contender.
T.S. Eliot wrote of April (in the northern hemisphere
the harbinger of spring) as the cruellest month,
‘‘breeding lilacs out of the dead land, mixing memory
and desire, stirring dull roots with spring rain’’.
But better to see the time of year as an ode to joy,
surely. To suspend, for the brief moment of the sun on
your face, the ills of the world, and think, yes, hope
springs eternal.

4. Who founded the Salvation Army?
5. Which historical building is located at 192
Hotham Street, Elsternwick?
6. Which animal is mentioned most in the
Bible? (a) Cat (b) Dog (c) Lion
7. From which film is the saying “I’ll have what
she’s having”?
8. How many senators are there in the
Australian Parliament?
9. What is the name of the town in New South
Wales at the junction of the Murray and Darling
Rivers?
10. Who wrote the play The Importance of
Being Earnest?
Kindly contributed by Graeme Millar
Answers page 39

where is it

Answer page 39
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1. What was King George VI’s first name?

❏ Rechargeability*
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Spring has arrived, at least in name.
The bare-limbed trees are waking from their
slumber with buds of green. Some oaks have still
their leaves from last summer. They are dead
but have not fallen. Perhaps the trees are
holding on, cannot let go, perhaps gravity
and wind are not strong enough; only the
new leaves will push them out.
The slow rising of the new season
catches the soul. 'Hope springs eternal'
may be a cliche of innocence but spring’s
eternal hope is always true.
Delicately it comes, a gentle tap on
the still cold pane of the window, but the
changing of the guard is undeniable. It
cannot be held back. The first touch came
last month. It was the simple joy of holding your face
up to the sun and feeling the return of a gift, a patch
of warmth on the face, mask permitting.
How special are we? The warmth touching the
face has travelled 151 million kilometres to do so. We
could call it soul-ar heating.
In this promise though is also ash. At the back of the
mind are the embers of memory from past summers.
At Macedon there is a memorial, like those to war’s
dead, of those who died during the Ash Wednesday
fires of 1983. In six months' time, as the days of 40
degrees flatten earth and energy and spark both
the fear of fires and the conflagrations themselves,
I know I’ll be wishing for solace in winter’s solstice.
One thing is constant. The rhythms of nature pay
little heed to the discord of man. A world turned upside
down from the coronavirus pandemic still turns.
While one axis is immovable, that within people and
the society in which they live can shift.
In the past year, people’s perspective has been
hit; their outlook on life has been rendered askew,
but there’s an ease in knowing the coronavirus
cannot hold spring back. It is an eternal force of
nature.
William Wordsworth in April 1798 was becalmed by

brainbuster QUIZ
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LOCAL HISTORY

This month the Historical
Society researches some
street names in the
south of Gisborne.
These streets are all
in the area bounded
by Willowbank. Brady,
Brooking and Tasman
Roads.

Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House  4 Hamilton Street
Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm  Phone 5428 1450
www.gisbornemountmacedon.org.au
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Michael Brady

Joseph Patrick Finnigan

Michael Brady, who was born in
Dublin in 1814, arrived in Sydney in
the 1830s and came to the Gisborne
district in 1837. His first employment
was as an overseer for local squatter
John Aitken.
Brady later established a sawmill
on Mount Macedon producing hardwood palings but lost this enterprise
to the 1851 Black Thursday bushfires.
Brady tried his luck at the gold
fields with some success and on his
return he moved to Gisborne where
he farmed on land that is now the Gisborne golf course and built a house in
Aitken Street.
In 1853 he married Mary Logue
from County Derry, 21 years his junior, and they had ten children.
With his sons Paul and Peter, the
Brady family supplied the residents of
Gisborne with bakery, hardware, dairy
produce and livestock supplies from
their shop on the corner of Aitken and
Hamilton Streets, which later became
and is still known as Sansoms Corner.
Brady died in 1906 at the age of 92
and rests in the Gisborne Cemetery
with many of his extended family.

Finnigan was born in Blackwood in
1870 and became the proprietor of the
Corner Store, situated on the northwest corner of Aitken and Hamilton
Streets, at the time of World War 1.
He married Ellen Dwyer at Riddells
Creek in 1899. Ellen was the daughter
of James Dwyer and Margaret, nee
Cosgrove, pioneers of Riddells Creek.
Joe and Ellen had five children, one
son and four daughters.
Their daughter Veronica later
joined Mary McKillop and took the
name Sister Verona.
Joe Finnigan lived upstairs in the
Corner Store with his family, while
his parents Thomas and Ellen (nee
Thornton), lived in a cottage near the
flour mill in Kilmore Road.
Tom Finnigan, who was Joe’s
brother, was a bicycle mechanic for
the Canadian manufacturer Massey
Harris, and won a prize of 100 guineas (current value about $25,000) in
the 1900 Austral Wheel Race.
This new-found wealth allowed
him to open a bike shop in Glenferrie
Road, Malvern, where he developed
the famous “Malvern Star” brand.
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Macedon Hotel on her behalf.
She married Colin Campbell and
had a further two children. However,
this marriage was not a happy one
and ended in an acrimonious
divorce, after which Elizabeth Gordon returned to
live at Macedon House.
An 1855 map in the possession of the Historical Society shows that Gordon owned
almost 1000 acres of land from the
southern boundary of the Gisborne
township and it was said that she was
the wealthiest woman in the colony at
that time.

Elizabeth Gordon
In 1841, Elizabeth Ritchie married
Thomas Gordon and they had six children. She was a daughter of Andrew
Ritchie, who built a house in Aitken
Street known as Ritchie’s Hotel.
Elizabeth and Thomas built the
Mount Macedon Hotel in 1847 on allotments 1, 2 and 3 in section 1 in the
Borough of Gisborne. After it was delicenced it became known as Macedon
House.
They also built the Bridge Inn in
1854 in Aitken Street on the site of the
present Aquatic Centre.
Following the untimely death of
Thomas in 1855, Elizabeth continued
to run the Bridge Inn and her brotherin-law Luke Chambers ran the Mount

Trotting horses
In earlier times there were trotting
tracks in the Gisborne district, one
of which was in the vicinity of these
streets in the southern part of Gisborne which have been named after
successful trotting horses: Childe
Harold Road, Tuxedo Drive, Vancleve
Crescent, Banker Court and Rothschild Road.

Threshing is still done by hand in parts of Africa.

Steam traction engine and thresher.

Harvesting was a social event in the past.

Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society turns its restoration talents to more than trains

Thresher that once trundled the streets
T

rains and steam are only a fraction
of what interests the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society. Its members
enjoy restoring and running all historic
machinery, industrial and agricultural, large or small, and over the years
many machines have been brought to
life again to be displayed in action at
the Society’s annual Steam Rally and
Tractor Pull in May.
One of the current projects is the
restoration of Rob Morrison's thresher, which used to trundle through the
streets of Gisborne towed by Joe
Peavey’s steam traction engine on its
way from farm to farm around the district up to the 1960s.
What is a thresher, you may ask.
This machine shakes the heads of
wheat off the straw and then separates
the wheat grains from the husks.
In olden days, the harvest was a big
social event where everyone would go
to each other’s farms to help bring in
the wheat. The wheat had to be cut at
exactly the right time before it dried out
too much, so everyone worked together to get it all done in a hurry. Women
and children joined in too.
In Africa and India people still thresh
by hand, banging the sheaves of
wheat on a log to make the heads fall

Rob Morrison’s thresher
off. They then winnow the heads, using baskets to pour the heads from a
height so that the wind blows the husks
off, leaving just a pile of wheat grains,
which are then ground into flour between two stones.
This is how wheat was harvested in
England and Europe too until a Scotsman named Andrew Miekle built a machine to do it in 1786, improving on
ideas from several earlier machines.

The 1881 almanac The
Household Cyclopedia
of General Information
said of Miekle’s invention:
“By the addition of rakes, or
shakers, and two pairs of fanners, all
driven by the same machinery, the different processes of thrashing, shaking,
and winnowing are now all performed
at once, and the grain immediately
prepared for the public market. ”

Later, steam-powered machines
used belts connected to a steam traction engine.
Andrew Meikle’s threshing machine is regarded as a key development of the British agricultural revolution in the late 18th century.
However, there was a sad result.
The advent of the thresher drove many
farm workers to the brink of starvation
even as yields improved.
The Swing Riots of 1830 brought angry former farm workers out to smash
and destroy threshers and threaten the
farmers who used them.
Those participating in the riots
were punished severely. Several were
hanged and nearly 500 were transported to Australia.
At some modern steam rallies you
can see the whole operation – the
steam traction engine powering belts
which set in motion the thresher as
well as the binder which binds the
straw into bales. You can see a working thresher on Youtube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH-ZoEgfWTk
It is society members’ ambition to
get such an operation going at our
annual rally.
Arthur Boyd, President
0419 897 721

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS

Airport transfers
Work or social events
Weddings
Travel in luxury for taxi prices
Call Mark: 0407 146 204
www.distinguisheddrive.com.au

PRE-BOOKED at a
FIXED PRICE
NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS

Your local driver, servicing
Macedon Ranges & Sunbury

0468 347 742
EFTPOS & All Major Credit Cards

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au
www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au

Tel 0428 376 751
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NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL
Immunisation centres
safe to attend

Beware of feeding wrong
items to yellow bin

The immunisation team has taken
extra precautions to control risks
of exposure to COVID-19 during
immunisation sessions. These include:
• Advising parents to stay at home if
either they or their child is feeling sick
• Only one parent attending with child
• Immunisation staff wearing required
personal protective equipment
• Maintaining two-metre distancing
• A brief screening questionnaire and
temperature check.
Planning and environment director
Angela Hughes said scheduled
vaccinations remained essential during the pandemic, and were safe.
Gisborne immunisation sessions
are on the first Thursday of the month
from 9am to 10:30am. Bookings are
not required. For more information,
visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/immunisation or
call 5422 0333.

A guide to help householders make
the most of their recycling bins has
been distributed to mailboxes, helping
to ensure more materials are recycled
and not sent to landfill.
The guide highlights the items
to keep out of yellow lid recycling
bins, including bagged recyclable
(recyclables collected in plastic bags),
soft plastic, polystyrene, glass.
The only accepted items that
belong in the recycling bin are paper,
cardboard, household metals, hard
plastic containers and bottles.
Assets director Shane Walden
said that because different materials
required different recycling processes,
recycling that was contaminated by
non-recyclables ended up in landfill,
producing harmful greenhouse gases
while increasing processing and
disposal costs for ratepayers.
“We would like to thank those
residents who have been doing a
great job sorting their waste,” he said.
“We need everyone to do their bit by
placing only accepted items in their
recycling bins.”
Information on the continuing
Council bin inspection program is also
included in the brochure.
To learn more about recycling, visit
mrsc.vic.gov.au/recycling

Protecting elm trees
Council has begun its annual treatment
program to protect the shire’s 2,700
elm trees from elm leaf beetle.
Assets and operations director
Shane Walden said while it was
impossible to eradicate the beetle, the
Council program protected significant
stands of elms, predominantly in
parks and avenues.

Playgrounds have reopened and Paige Wiegerink makes the most of it.

Limited outdoor sport
Some facilities have reopened for
limited sports training, competition,
exercise and community use.
Under the new arrangements,
outdoor contact and non-contact sport
for people aged 18 years and younger
will be allowed, along with outdoor noncontact sport for adults with gathering
and density limits in place, and outdoor
fitness for groups of 10 people.
For all outdoor sport, only the
minimum number of people needed
to play and facilitate the activity (e.g.
players, coaches and umpires) will
be permitted. Spectators will only be

allowed for the purpose of supervising
children.
Clubs using Council grounds must
ensure these restrictions are enforced.
Change rooms and social rooms in
facilities will remain closed, consistent
with Stage 3 requirements.
Parks will remain open and
residents will now be able to gather
in groups of 10 for recreation and
exercise purposes.
Many Council facilities, including
pools and gyms, remain closed until
further information is provided by the
State Government and Council has
appropriate measures in place to
ensure community and staff safety.

Update on Council facilities and services and supports available to businesses
Playgrounds, skate parks, barbecues,
sports grounds, park benches and
outdoor exercise stations reopened
llowing regional Victoria’s move to
Step 3 under the State Government’s
COVID-19 recovery plan.
Hanging Rock Reserve has also
reopened with some restrictions
in place to maintain a COVID-safe

environment, including limits on
visitor numbers and the closure of the
Discovery Centre and the top of the
summit walk. The Hanging Rock Cafe
is open on certain days under modified
arrangements.
For more information, visit mrsc.vic.
gov.au/hangingrock or call 5422 0333.
Council is looking to reopen more

WE BUY
CAR ▪ CARAVAN ▪ MOTORHOME

0418 183 360
Cash - Bank Cheque - Finance Paid Out - EFT

facilities, including visitor information
centres, in coming weeks. Opening
dates will be advised following the
completion of risk assessments.
Restrictions and signs will be in place
at all sites as appropriate.
Extra relief for local businesses is
on the way after the State Government
announced an additional $290 mil-

Macedon Ranges Laser Therapy
ph: 5428 8556
Shop 13 Nexus Way
21 Goode Street Gisborne

Laser Skin Treatments
Capillaries/Redness/Rosacea

LMCT 10132 SHD 0015048

Microdermabrasion
Electrolysis
Chinese Medicine
Personal Grooming
www.macedonrangeslasertherapy.com.au
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OFFICE FOR LEASE
5 Hamilton Street
Gisborne

Laser Pain/Wound Therapy
Specialised Facials/Skin Care

SELL TODAY

lion support package. Hospitality
businesses will be able to apply for
grants up to $5,000 for items such as
umbrellas, outdoor furniture, screens
and equipment to help them transition
to a bigger and safer outdoor dining
space. Grants are available for licensed
and unlicensed cafes, restaurants,
takeaway food businesses, pubs,

For details contact
Phone 5428 9282
Email stukric@hotmail.com



Candidates for council election
Rob Guthrie

J.S. Amenta

Dominic Bonanno

I was a South Ward
councillor from 2003
until 2012 and fought
against inappropriate
development. I had retired until I
saw the Gisborne Futures Project.
This is promoting excessive and
unprecedented growth which will
dramatically change and destroy
characteristics residents and visitors
most value about the town and its
surrounds. Most of us made a lifestyle
choice to live in this area because of
the natural assets and beauty. There
will be development but it must be at
a level that respects the community’s
wishes, the environment and physical
constraints. We should live in
harmony with the environment, not
destroy it. We must respect the unique
character of Gisborne, not replicate
suburban Melbourne. Planning
should respond to what the Gisborne
community wants, not developers
or the State Government, and if reelected that is what I am committed to
achieving.                                 
I am an independent candidate, not a
political party member.
Contact: robguthrie@hotmail.com

I am a former union
representative and
currently the President of
Route 66 Car Club.
I want to make #MacedonRangesShire
a better place for its residents and
ratepayers.
Many may have believed that
previously my cause was purely to do
with wanting an approved permit for a
Route 66 Roadhouse Diner. Back in
my previous campaign for South Ward
in 2016, I was pushing to stamp out
corruption and promote transparency
with council closed meetings. This idea
was taken on board with meetings now
being streamed live where they had
not been prior.
I will be looking to question and
challenge policies that are not serving
the community.
I seek to protect the environment.
Throughout approximately 18 months,
on behalf of Route 66 Car Club I
corresponded with various MPs
and government authorities in the
successful removal of the unlawful
dumping of toxic asbestos along the
freeway in Gisborne South.
Contact: amentaforcouncillor@gmail.
com

I love the Macedon
Ranges – that is why,
with my wife and our
young family, we made
the decision to move here 15 years
ago.
I will promote the protection and
enhancement of the natural, social
and economic environment whilst
encouraging policies which promote
healthy and active lifestyles, including
my full support on the Macedon
Ranges Regional Sports Precinct.
With over 20 years experience in the
Technology sector, I know we can
utilise technology more to reduce our
carbon footprint.
I have been a volunteer at our local
Gisborne SES unit for over 5 years,
my family are active volunteers at the
Gisborne Pony Club/I.R. Robertson
Reserve and the Gisborne Giants
footy club.
For a fresh face on council who will
represent our community with rigour
and not be afraid to challenge the
status quo, I seek your vote. Stay
safe and thank you.
Want more information: please visit
facebook.com/domformacedonranges

SOUTH WARD
Candidate profiles are
presented here in the order
in which the names appear in
Victorial Electoral Commission
documentation.
The Victorian Electoral
Commission website provides
further contact details for
council candidates including
telephone numbers.
Due to restrictions around
gatherings, digital media are
playing a larger role in this
election than in previous ones.
In addition to candidates’
websites and social media, the
Macedon Ranges Residents’
Association and Macedon
Ranges Votes Facebook pages
provide opportunities to
get to know more about the
people who have nominated
to represent the South Ward
community on Council.

Anne Moore

Adrian Gauci

Graham Hackett

Christine Walker

Gisborne resident for more
than 25 years, with three
adult children, whose
working career began as a
legal secretary, moved into finance
industry managing annual budgets and
operations of busy Sydney branches as
bank manager. I have a partial university
degree in Planning & Environment.
Extremely active within the Macedon
Ranges community for the past 20 years
on planning and environmental issues
e.g. Hanging Rock/Macedon Lodge/
Nexus Centre.
I’ve made major and minor submissions
on strategic and general planning
issues within MRS including Gisborne/
New Gisborne C67 and Romsey C66
strategic planning scheme amendments;
all my recommendations adopted.
I’ve assisted with VCAT case
preparation and residents with council
planning matters. Individually I’ve
prepared a VCAT case and represented
resident/s as an advocate.
Accordingly, I believe my experience
knowledge will be an asset for South
Ward residents as YOUR voice in
council.
YOUR community YOUR environment
YOUR support, I humbly ask
Thank you.
Contact: annesouthward2020@gmail.
com

Every Voice Matters
Your voice needs to
be heard.
Macedon Ranges is a
special place, together we can work
towards our sustainable future.
Having expertise in asset
management, business and
environmental science means I can
actively bring change. The plan is
simple:
Prioritise and Rationalise to ensure
our community benefits from the
rates paid.
Promote a progressive culture of
inclusion and accountability.
Support policies for protecting
reserves and challenge the constant
pressure to sell off open space.
Responsible and Sensitive decision
making, recognising the many
different community groups in the
Macedon Ranges and working for
them.
Because, it’s Our Towns, Our Homes,
Our Future
Make your vote matter!
www.adriangauci.org
Authorised by A. Gauci, PO BOX 911
Gisborne, 3437

A long-term Resident of the
Macedon Ranges.
I’ve been a member of
numerous Community
groups, Committees, Clubs.
Included are, Macedon Ranges Dog
Obedience, Gisborne Little Athletics,
Gisborne Rotary, and the Men’s Shed.
Previously a Councillor, (2012-2016).
serving one term as Mayor and two as
Deputy.
We will work together to tackle Climate
Change, by reducing our Carbon
Footprint, introducing alternate energy
and recycling programs, to achieve a
Carbon Neutral Shire, within the next
four years.
Community consultation with sensible
Planning, will eliminate unnecessary
Urban Sprawl, by encouraging infill
to preserve the unique aspect and
character, of the Macedon Ranges and
Protect, our valuable Farm Lands.
The Gisborne Futures project, needs to
be carefully managed, with community
ideas and concerns, properly
considered.
I have the Energy, Time and Knowledge
to implement and Drive, new and
current Projects and Policies.
These initiatives will be Driven and
Encouraged, because Our Community
Matters!

Macedon Ranges
is a creative and
environmentally
important area.
Council planning must reflect this,
and involvement with residents in
designing our future is critical. Now,
more than ever the encroachment
from Melbourne and increased
interest in regional areas means
planning must be a council
imperative.
The Gisborne Futures public
consultation is far from finished.
Local council and the great
volunteers of the CFA already work
together. We must strengthen these
links to protect and manage the risk
in the Shire.
Your vote for me is a vote for a
balanced, resident-focused councillor.
I will not decide and then pretend to
listen – I will listen first.

Gisborne Gazette October 2020 19

Fond memories of the
After 50 years of service around the world, the Boeing 747 passenger aircraft – the world’s first jumbo jet
– was retired from Australian skies on July 22 this year. The last flight, from Sydney to an aircraft boneyard
in Calfornia’s Mohave Desert, traced the shape of Qantas's Flying Kangaroo logo over the Pacific before
heading over and out.

Leo Moras at the controls of a B747
over the South China Sea.

Leo Moras
Captain (Ret.)
I started flying with a large South-East
Asian airline in the late 1990s and
within four years was promoted to
flying the B747-400 which is the twocrew version of the earlier three-crew
version. It was a grand aircraft with
incredible redundancy in its systems
and instruments.
Once, on a night flight to Europe,
just two hours into the flight, we had
a medical emergency with one of
our passengers and the only prudent
course of action was an immediate
return to base. As captain, I elected
to land overweight as all aircraft
systems were operating normally
and, after double-checking our
landing distances, weights, etc, it was
permitted as per the “book”.
The approach was flown exactly at
the correct speed and landing was uneventful. We then taxied slowly back
to a standoff gate as the brake temperatures were rising rapidly, and as
a precaution ground staff were told to
keep well clear of our wheels in case
they deflated.
Upon disembarking, I could see
the big red glow of the main wheel
brakes making a spectacular silhouette against the darkness and it
would take many hours for the temperatures to come down enough to be
safe to take off again.
As there were no extra aircraft after
our required rest of 12 hours, we took
off again with nearly the same number
of passengers on the delayed flight to
Europe with the same aircraft.
The airline also had quite a few B747
Freighters. It was a real eye-opener to
see so much varied, high-value cargo carried such long distances. A lot
of our cargo was racehorses; loaded
on their special enclosed pallets, they
stood up for the entire flights mostly from Dublin to Auckland and back
when their races finished.
Of all the aircraft flown, the B747
was the most memorable in its capabilities—a real pilot’s aircraft. I still remember it well even after many years
in retirement.

20 Gisborne Gazette October 2020

The Gisborne area is home to many present and former pilots, and one, Kim Yoannidis, enthused “The
747 was an absolutely amazing machine in all senses! The B747-400, constructed from three million
individual components, weighing 412 tonnes at Maximum Take off Weight, capable of carrying at least 400
passengers and 185 tonnes of fuel, was full of big figures. She cruised economically at Mach 0.86 (the speed
of a Magnum 44-calibre bullet) and had a maximum speed of Mach 0.92, just below the speed of sound,
consuming on average a little over 10,000kgs of fuel per hour.”
Many readers may have fond memories of travelling on the 747 with its distinctive humpback
shape, perhaps on their first long-haul flight. To celebrate the iconic aircraft and people who
worked on it, the Gazette shares local recollections of the 'Queen of the Skies'.

factor. I recall being
completely
out of my
tree on

Kim Yoannidis in the flight deck
of a B737.

Kim Yoannidis
Captain (Ret.)
Flying the Boeing B747 … what
a wonderful aircraft! Words like
enormous, beautiful and reliable
come to mind. Memories surface,
such as flying endlessly over the
Antarctic pack ice, or past K2 in the
Annapurnas, or circumnavigating
huge thunderstorms in Madagascar,
seemingly over 70,000 feet high.
My time on the B747 was limited to
four and a half years and 3000 hours.
As a second officer with Qantas
between 1995 and 2000, I was fluent
in both the left and right seats, but
always confined to the jump seat for
the landing. In fairness, most crews
gave a disproportionate number of
approaches to the Second Officers.
While the aircraft was designed to
be operated by two pilots, a captain
and a first officer, we carried at least
one second officer for flights over
approximately nine hours and two
if over 14 hours. Add another 16-17
flight attendants and we had quite a
crew.
Flights of more than 16 hours were
not uncommon and fatigue was a real

occasions,
despite
having
high-quality
crew
r e s t
facilities, due to the
abominable, back of clock hours. Maybe the
overnights played a part in that also?
My role involved many double
shuttles between Asia and Europe,
flying with maybe six crews over 13
days, or in other words, 120 other
crew. Afterwards I would struggle to
remember their names and my sleep
cycle was completely destroyed:
awake three hours, asleep two hours,
then awake for a few and so on.
Perhaps my most memorable flight

was from Buenos
Aires to Auckland, over
the Antarctic pack ice,
which involved daylight
before take off, darkness during
the climb, to emerge in daylight briefly
at the top of climb, then daylight
again as we approached the pack
ice, darkness as we left it, daylight as
we approached the top of descent,
darkness during descent, then
daylight immediately after landing…
you figure it out, it took me a while!
Will I miss the B747? I already do.
What a machine, but I’ll never miss
the jet lag.

David Goldsmith before his final flight
piloting a 747.

The B747 is huge! However, the
small cockpit perched on top is not
overly large, the two pilots sitting
comfortably within reach of the

Kerry Kelly
Cabin
Manager

David Herring
Engineering
Services Manager
One of my first recollections of the
Boeing 747 is the day I started work
at British Caledonian Airways, the
UK’s ‘Scottish airline’, famous for its
tartan-clad flight attendants and Lion
Rampant tail logo. Without the seats
installed it felt cavernous
and I wondered how
I would ever come
to understand its
workings.
There began a

journey in aircraft
maintenance at eight different airlines that has taken
me around the globe,

David Goldsmith
Captain (Ret.)
Aaah, the Jumbo! Thanks to Editor
Corinne for requesting my thoughts
about a very pleasant part of my
career. I was also lucky to fly Boeings
717, 727, 737, 757, and 767 – and
the Airbus A340. After being based
in Europe, the Middle East and
Singapore, the offer of a B747-400
based in Sydney was too good to
pass up!
The Singapore Airlines training
base at Changi Airport promised good
training and experience. The freighter
version with the nose raised, allowed
us 10 trainee captains to stand side by
side across the cabin for a spectacular
class photo! (far right)

'Queen of the Skies'

and the 747, in all
its iterations – B747100, SP, -200, -300 and
-400 — has been central to that journey.
There have been many memorable
moments. Airline operations are by
their nature highly stressful, as ontime performance is a pivotal standard
in the industry. This drives innovative
thinking. For example, while working
at Heathrow in 2010-11, the worst
winter in more than 30 years shut the
airport for several days. When the
weather abated sufficiently, a window

controls and instrument panel. The
747 can stay up for far too long,
so there is a small double decker
bunkroom for resting extra crew, and
two more crew seats.
The two pilot’s seats adjust
vertically to give an eye height of 32
feet; the despatch ground engineers
below look very small during pushback
and startup! Taxiing the huge aircraft
soon becomes second nature, but
keep in mind the 64-metre wingspan
– and don’t rev up the engines unless
it’s clear behind the aircraft!
Flying is relatively easy and
conventional, as long as plenty of room
is allowed! It is important to think well
ahead of the aeroplane, as it needs
room to manoeuvre. Control response
is fine but a little slow. During a heavy

One of Dave Herring's 747 engines.
opened to allow a few flights out. We
had three 747s and an A380 to move,
all with frozen engines. First we had
to free the engines using warm water
then we had to remove ice and snow
to ready them for flight. Every airline
was doing the same and the airport was running out of de-icing
fluid.
We managed to get three aircraft
cleared but were struggling with the
fourth. While working furiously, a colleague and I worked out that if we decanted the remnants of
each de-icing truck into
one truck, we could just
get the last aircraft cleared.
This we did and all four aircraft
departed for Australia before the airport closed again soon after — phew!
Another memory involves a Saudi
Royal Flight 747SP. It was luxuriously
appointed, as you might expect, but
the most interesting feature was a
large seat in the middle of one of the
cabins, motorised and connected to
the navigation system so that it would
rotate and point to Mecca at all times.
Now there’s something you don’t see
every day!

take off it can feel like it’s taking forever
to “unstick”. The in-flight performance
is impressive despite a lumbering
appearance and a weight which can
be almost 400,000kg. Cruising speed
is up to around 930 km/hour, at up to
45,000 feet (depending on weight).
The autopilot is smooth and easy to
use. Approaching the landing flare,
the pilot’s view is from a long way
above the runway, but the automatic
radar height callout provides an initial
reference, and manual landings are
not unduly difficult after some practice.
In service the 747 is very reliable from
a maintenance standpoint.
In retirement I sometimes miss
flying this fabulous plane – but, like
the others, not at 3 o’clock in the
morning!

My first sighting of a Boeing 747 was
when I was at work at Sydney airport
in October 1970. Some 10,000 people
came to watch the first 747 land in
Australia. It was a Pan Am 100 series
747.
I flew as a passenger on it in
November 1970 and visited the 747
assembly plant in Seattle in 1973.
At that time, a 747 came off the
production line every 10 days.
FIfty years ago it was hard to
believe that something that big,
carrying so many passengers, cargo
and fuel could stay up in the air for
so long. No wonder they called it the
‘Jumbo’.
Subsequently, I was fortunate
to be a cabin manager on the 747
for 14 years. Bigger aircraft meant
more cabin crew and multiple galleys
to provide as many as three meal
services for 400+ passengers on long
sectors.
Destinations were many and
varied. Some were favourites such
as New York, Rome, Paris and San
Francisco and others like Mumbai,
Bangkok and Bali for experiencing
greater cultural differences, fabulous
food and those wonderful massages
at the end of a long duty.
Passengers to these different
destinations came from all walks of
life, each with a story to tell, and all
travelling for a multitude of reasons.
It was an aircraft loved by passengers for its spaciousness which
helped create a friendly atmosphere.
An especially favourite area was the
upper deck.
And, prior to 9/11, the pleasure of
seeing the look of wonder on children
and adult faces when we would take
them to see the Flight Deck and chat

Kerry Kelly
second
from right
with some
of the
crew of a
Qantas 747
decorated
with the
artwork
'Wunala
Dreaming'.

to the pilots was very gratifying.
For those passengers who
wondered about crew members
disappearing through a narrow door at
the rear of the aircraft, well, the crew
were going for a rest break to one of
the eight bunks for flight attendants up
in the tail of the aircraft. Not always
the smoothest of rides!
There have been many highlights,
such as doing charter flights over
Antarctica or observing the amazing
landscapes flying from Hong Kong to
London on a clear day, passing over
China, the Himalayas, Afghanistan
and Russia. Spectacular!
Also, some lowlights such as
delays or diversions, or even dealing
with very unwell passengers. I was
also airborne between Los Angeles
and Melbourne when 9/11 occurred.
A memorable day as we knew
something catastrophic involving
aircraft had taken place but we had
scant information.
I and many other airline employees,
as well as the many fans of the
747, were greatly saddened by
the images of the last Qantas
747 going to its final resting
place in the desert in July.
The 747s have given great
joy to so many passengers
and been a unique ‘office’ for
those of us who have been
fortunate enough to have been
cabin crew on this magnificent
Jumbo.
Reminiscences continue next page

The 747 freighter version
with nose raised and 10
trainee captains inside.
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MEMORIES OF 'QUEEN OF THE SKIES'

Simon Tunley
Engineering
Fleet Manager
During the late 1990s, I worked in
the aircraft design offices of Boeing
in Seattle and recall visiting the 747
production line. This was at a time
when Boeing were still producing five
747 aircraft per month, and the team
I worked with were creating initial
prototype designs for even bigger 747
models. It goes without saying that
the scale of the manufacturing process
was enormous.
Little did I know back then that 20

Alistair Dorwood
Cabin
Manager
Aviation, and in
particular
the
B747, has been
a huge part of
my life. My first
memory of the
B747
was
as
a
bright-eyed
Alistair Dorwood
10-year-old flying
to America in 1978 aboard a Pan Am
B747-100.
In those days the flight to Los
Angeles was Melbourne, Sydney,
Auckland, Nadi, Honolulu and finally
Los Angeles. Certainly a far cry from
the nonstop services available these
days. I remember on that trip being
amazed at the sheer size of the
aircraft, with two aisles and 10 abreast
seating in a 3, 4, 3 configuration, let
alone the fact that there was a spiral
staircase leading to an upper deck.
My first role in aviation when leaving
school in 1987 was as a passenger
services office with Australian Airlines,
assigned to their international
handling division. In those days there
was a variety of international airlines
that flew into Melbourne, many of
which operated B747 aircraft, such
as British Airways, KLM, Lufthansa,
Alitalia, Olympic, Singapore Airlines,

years later I would take on roles that
involved running design projects for
reconfiguring (or renovating if you like)
the 747 interiors to align with modern
expectations and to improve customer
experience.
The design brief was simple but to
achieve it, compliance with the world’s
most stringent rules, regulations and
design standards were required.
The First Class, Business Class
and Economy cabins were refurbished
with new seating, galleys, carpets,
espresso machines, etc.
When the finished product was
unveiled to airline writers and critics,

Cathay Pacific and United.
Even though I spent a lot of my
time either on or around the B747 in
those days, I never lost that thrill and
sense of amazement of this wonderful
aircraft.
Fast-forward a number of years
and I had the pleasure of operating on
the B747-300 and 400 series aircraft
as cabin crew for Ansett International.
I was a crew member aboard Ansett’s
inaugural B747 service to Osaka on
September 4, 1994, working in first
class with my father as the Captain of
the flight. A number of years later I had
the privilege of being Cabin Manager
on my dad’s retirement flight, a fourday trip from Sydney to Hong Kong
and return.
I have amazing memories of my
time associated with the B747 and I
must admit that I did get a bit mistyeyed watching the departure of the
final Qantas B747 service out of
Sydney. That flight signalled the end
of an era for aviation in Australia and
for Qantas. The wonderful way that
Qantas, the public and the media
celebrated that final departure shows
how iconic the B747 is. The Queen of
the Skies will never be replaced as no
other aircraft in history has changed
the face of aviation in the way the
B747 has.

travellers were encouraged to book
flights on the newly reconfigured
747 aircraft. This was because of
"extra leg room for each customer,
specialised service and the smooth
ride", particularly in the reconfigured
First-Class Cabin.
The 747 was certainly a robust and
very safe aircraft, but unfortunately, it
has been made obsolete by aircraft
that use far less fuel, are able to fly
further and are far more sophisticated.
Boeing still manufacture 747 freighter
aircraft, which is a testament to the
original design created more than 50
years ago.

Robert Campbell in 1987 onboard
Robert Holmes a Court’s private 727
aircraft.

Robert Campbell
Maintenance &
Flight Engineer
My story begins almost 50 years
ago when as a 22-year-old Licenced
Aircraft
Maintenance
Engineer
(LAME) working for Ansett-ANA in
Sydney, I witnessed the first 747 land
in Australia. From that moment I knew
what my career goal was going to be:
a flight engineer on the 747.
With extensive mechanical and
technical knowledge of aircraft
systems and performance, the flight
engineer (FE) is the systems expert
of the aircraft.
The FE sets and monitors major
systems on the aircraft including fuel,
pressurisation and air conditioning,
hydraulic, electrics, ice and rain
protection, oxygen, fire and overheat
protection, and powered flying
controls.

The departure of Ansett’s inaugural B747 service to Osaka in 1994. Photo: Craig Fraser
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Simon Tunley

Unfortunately, it would be many
years of flying before I got the
opportunity to operate the 747.
After taking up a position with
Kuwait Airways on the 727, my lucky
chance came to be upgraded to the
747. My training was conducted in
Kuwait and my line clearance flight
consisted of a 10-day trip: Kuwait
-London-New York-London-Kuwait.
After this, I was cleared to finally
operate as a fully trained and qualified
747 Flight Engineer.
For two years I enjoyed flying the
747 to some fantastic and unusual
destinations before it was replaced
with another type which did not require
a flight engineer.
Back in Australia some years later, I
returned to a LAME position and spent
two years carrying out maintenance
on 747-400 aircraft at Avalon Airport.
Not long after, I was back at
Melbourne Airport working for Qantas
International Line Maintenance.
I think 2003 was the heyday of the
747-400; every airline except Cathay
was handled by Qantas Engineering
– British Airways, Singapore Airlines,
Thai, Fiji, Malaysia Airlines, Atlas Air
Cargo. Those where very busy times
and I enjoyed every minute.
As time went on, there were fewer
747s as airlines retired their 747 fleet
for more fuel-efficient aircraft.
I am 73 this year and having worked
for Virgin for the past 10 years I, along
with the 747, will retire.
In my humble opinion the 747 was
the finest aircraft Boeing ever built. It
was an absolute pleasure to operate
as a flight engineer and a pleasure to
maintain.

Proudly sponsored by
Bruce Ellis, Chiropractor

SCOUTING
Guides ensure
contact and fun

Scout
Clancy,
new Joey
Assistant
Leader Kitty,
and Joey
Emily with
mascot
bear enjoy
the Annual
Reports
Night.

New Gisborne Scouts staying active
and selling tomato seedlings
At New Gisborne Scouts we are
excited to see the gradual opening up
of opportunities for outdoor Scouting in
Regional Victoria. It’s not the easiest of
times, still relying on Zoom and remote
activities, and continuing to remember
that our Law and Promise and “love thy
neighbour” obligations matter more than ever.
We are busy fundraising for our Scout Hut with our
annual tomato seedling sale
to be held on Grand Final
Day morning – Saturday
October 24. We hope this
will be a face-to-face sale at
Gisborne Church of Christ.
(See ad on page 27).
We recently had our Annual
Reports and Presentations
night. Highlights were guest
speaker Mary-Anne Thomas
MP and the investiture of
New Assistant Joey
new leaders Alice and Kitty
Leader Alice

Open on Wednesday and Friday
10am to 3pm
We are here to provide temporary
food assistance for those in need
Enter via Heritage Way at the back of the
Gisborne Uniting Church
Enquiries: 0492 850 520
Email: gisborneccf@gmail.com

into our Joey Mob and Jacinta into our Scout Troop.
Our leadership group of 15 means we’re well
suited to rebuild face-to face Scouting, and of course
we’re looking forward to welcoming new members.
Our Scout Hut planning application is with the
Council now and we look forward to the permit
being issued. We’d love to hear from you if you’re
interested in helping with funding.
Our thoughts and prayers continue with those
on the COVID frontline
and essential workers in all
sectors.
Contact Group Leader
Skipper (0450 922 787,
johnfrearson@mac.com)
if
you would like to learn
more about New Gisborne
Scouting and see how your
children might like to join the
fun and challenges ahead
with our Joeys, Cubs, Scouts
New Assistant Scout
Leader Jacinta
or Venturers.

The members of Gisborne
Lightning Guides continue
to meet online via a weekly
Zoom meeting with a variety
of topics for discussion each
week. This month we have talked about our pets
and how we care for them and many pets have
joined in the meetings!
For Book Week we reviewed
what we are reading at the
moment. Harry Potter and the
Treehouse series are still popular
choices.
We finished the term with two
craft challenges: create something
with an empty toilet roll and create
Deb Fleming
a silly hat or mask. Our focus at
these meetings is to ensure each girl is having
time to laugh and chat with their Guiding friends.
We expect to be able to meet in person next
term when we can hold a Promise night for the
newer members of the Unit.
If you would like to try Girl Guides for free next
term, please phone Deb on 0409 542 619. We
meet from 5pm to 6:30pm
on Thursday nights. Our
current group ranges
in age from eight to 13
years.
Deb Fleming
Unit Leader

Tayla’s with her
toilet roll creations.
The Guides were
able to celebrate
Tayla's birthday
online in September.
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KIDS' CORNER
QUIZ
1 What does the internet prefix www
stand for?

2 Which is the biggest sand desert in

Proudly sponsored by Sacred Heart College Kyneton

Back in the fun zone
Kids were delighted when playgrounds reopened
on September 14.

spot the difference

the world?

3 What is the square root of 144?
4 What does a seismologist study?
5 What are the vowels in the English
alphabet?

6 A machine makes an article every

90 seconds. How many does it make in
an hour?

7 Which month of the year has the
least number of days?

8 In which country is the Taj Mahal?
9 In telling time, what does the
abbreviation 'AM' stand for?

10

How many years are there in a
millennium?

JOKES AND RIDDLES
Did you hear about the boy
who put on a clean pair of
socks every day?
By the end of the week he
couldn’t get his shoes on.
What do you call an expensive
car with a cheap name?

Fred Halloran is happy to be back on the swings.

QUIZ Answers on page 39

See if you can find 10 differences between the pictures.

A Poor-sche
How much dirt is in a hole
measuring 60cm x 60cm and
120cm deep?
None. It’s a hole
What happens to broken-down
frogs?
They get toad away
Why do Egyptian pyramids
have doorbells?
So you can Toot-n-come-in
What happened to the wooden
car with wooden wheels and a
wooden engine?
It wooden go
What does a pig use to write
letters?
Pen and oink
What is the largest ant in the
world?
The Elephant
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New Gisborne Playgroup awaits reopening date
The New Gisborne
Playgroup Committee
is grateful to the
Gisborne community
for their hard work in
staying COVID safe
and optimistic during these
challenging times.
We have missed being
able to attend playgroup
since March and are pleased
that
regional
Victoria
recently moved to the next
step in Victoria’s ‘roadmap’.
We look forward to further
lifting of restrictions to allow
the playgroup to reopen.
While we wait, the
committee
has
been
working hard on maintaining
the
recently
renovated
playgroup hall and getting

the grounds ready
for reopening. We
are also putting in
place new steps
to ensure we are
COVID-safe when
playgroup reopens.
Our outdoor area is
looking
wonderful
this
spring and we are sure it
will be a popular place with
our playgroup friends. The
sandpits, swings, climbing
fort and huge range of
outdoor toys are sure to be
a hit.
We will have updated
information about reopening
on our website www.
newgisborneplaygroup.
com and on Facebook.
For
information
about



The playgound outside Ross Watt Children's Hall is waiting...
joining playgroup please
newgisborne
contact
playgroup@gmail.com

Kate Lamla
New Gisborne Playgroup
Committee

SCHOOL'S IN

Proudly sponsored by
Tracee Perry

Alan Perry

Non-social distancing spoons arrive in Gisborne
Cheerful clusters of decorated wooden spoons have popped up around the district, inspired by ‘Spoonvilles’ around
the world. Started in the English village of Winnersh, villages of spoons decorated and planted by community
members have brought delight to many during the second wave of the pandemic, as rainbows in windows and teddy
bears in front yards did in the first lockdown.

Students do their bit to
spread positive message
Due to Covid-19 we are all stuck at
home with nothing to do, right?
If you have been out lately
exercising you might have seen
groups of spoons NOT SOCIAL
DISTANCING.
Well given what’s going on, our
local
schools
have
decided to make spoon
villages to make people
realise that we are all in
this together.
This idea is positive
and makes us feel
happy during this really tough time.
These spoons are a way to bring us
together and something that everyone
can do! Whether it’s at your house
or at school. Each and every one of
these spoons are unique in their own
way.
At St Brigid's Primary School there
is a spoon village and I have to say
they look extremely good. Gisborne
Primary School is starting to get
students to make their own creative
spoons so that we can make a spoon
village at school too.
People all over the globe are doing
this to support each other and their
town. If you have any extra spoons
lying around, you could try making a
spoon village at your house and when
people drive past I guarantee this will
put a smile on their face.
By Monique McKibbin Year 5

Left: Evie McCulloch got
a kick out of starting a
Spoonville at Tony Clarke
Reserve, Macedon, on
September 13...
and it began to grow.

Spoonville at St Brigid's, with Aaron Bizzina and Jack Cartwright.

Above: Ava Johnston
holds some residents
of Gisborne Primary’s
Spoonville.

Gisborne Montessori got into the action too: Front:
Hunter Keith, Lucy Abela. Back: Noah Keith, Ethan
Middlemast, Jax Abela.

Construction of New Homes, Extentions
and Renovations in the Macedon Ranges.
lachlan@flemingconstructions.com.au
flemingconstructions.com.au 0401 499 898
B.P. No: DB - U25693

ABN: 38 610 904 398

BAV No: 058678

Gisborne Gazette October 2020 25

Boarding school
stories are
lockdown favourites
Here is a quick review of a personal
favourite of mine that I had the
chance to reread multiple times
while I was at home.
Book: Alice-Miranda at School by
Jacqueline Harvey
Rating: 5/5
It is impossible to get sick of this incredible story
about friendship, finding the best in people and
working hard to achieve goals. Alice-Miranda
Highton-Smith-Kennington-Jones is a seven-anda-quarter-year-old girl with a kind heart and high
ambitions.
In her first term at Winchesterfield- Downsfordvale
Academy for Proper Young Ladies, she manages to
send the cook on a holiday, come up against the
resident bully and meet her headmistress, who no
one has seen in a decade.
But don’t imagine her as a troublemaker, because
Alice-Miranda will do all things possible to help
others, even if that means going on a five-day hike
through the mountains and risking her place at the
school she loves. Suitable for ages 9+.
257 pages.

Claire Byham, Year 6

Over these hard times I have
not stopped my reading. For
about one hour every day I read
and because I read so much, I have
a range of texts I recommend.
Book: St Clares series by Enid Blyton
Rating: 4.5/5
This is a series about girls in a boarding school. This
series makes me feel like I am there and I purely
recommend it to people who like drama!
The reason why I love it is because I can connect
with the text, and in a sort of way I feel like I am
there with them.
Enid Blyton uses such good thoughts and events
that make me want them to happen!
I would recommend this book to people who like
reading books that are not dark. This book is truly
amazing.

Ruby Ruscoe, Year 5

Whizz-bang Wednesdays at St Brigids
most points and won!
These past few 'Whizz-bang Wednesdays', a day
when students work in family groups and do fun
My favourite activactivities organised by the specialist teachers, have S Brigid's
ity was having an ISO
Catholic Learning Community
Camp. The specialist
been so much fun!
In faith, we grow and learn.
teachers went to each
Four weeks ago we decorated spoons to put out
family’s house and dropped off packs filled with the
the front of the school to boost people’s spirits during
this tough time.
ingredients to make S’mores (donated by Gisborne
Everyone decorated either plastic spoons or mixFoodWorks) and instructions on how to make them.
We built forts or just stayed in our bedrooms and
ing spoons in a creative way, then everyone took
made delicious S’mores.
turns putting their spoons at the front of the school.
Some families even set up a real tent, and stayed
We called our little village of spoons ‘Spoonsville’
in it for the night!
and the teachers even made a sign for it.
Thank you, specialist teachers, for
Two weeks ago we got into our house teams
– Brigid, Ambrose, Patrick and Mackillop –
making Whizz-bang Wednesdays so much fun! Hopefully,
and did various activities. If we did an
we get back to school soon
activity, we would get points.
so we can all see each othIn the end, we added up our
er again! I hope everyone is
points and posted the number of
points we got onto SeeSaw and
staying happy and healthy
Eden
the specialist teachers added
during these tough times.
Eden Fennessy, School Reporter
them up. Team Mackillop got the
Marshmallow, chocolate and biscuit
together create S'mores.

Mount Macedon Primary sees the silver lining
Coronavirus is a word that we all fear
and despise. It’s the word that brings
countrywide lockdowns, border restrictions and the extinction of the
handshake.
Well, that’s not how the kids at Mount Macedon
Primary School feel. They have learnt many new
amazing skills such as baking, musical instruments
or perfecting their art, comic books, cartoons and
sketching. Skills that they otherwise wouldn’t have
learnt if it wasn’t for COVID-19.
There are even more benefits of being stuck at
home, like getting to see your family more and having more bonding time with the ones that you love
the most, and one of my personal favourites, being
able to sort through stuff. Even things as simple as
cooking better meals and spending more time outside are possible.
Being prisoners of a bug has also raised lots of
opportunities to do some good in these troubled
times. Like sending thank-you letters to doctors and

nurses who every day put their lives on the line to
save others... Starting up fundraisers to support
those in need... I have helped get groceries and firewood for elderly neighbours.
Some have used their time in isolation to get more
in touch with nature. Lots of
people have been going on
walks up Mount Macedon
or to Sanatorium Lake.
Some have been going on bike rides or jogs
through the street. And if
you have made it as far
as to read this article and
haven’t gone completely insane, you have done well,
so keep on doing what you
are doing because it’s working. We are all in this together.
Dylan, School Reporter

Dylan

GREAT GISBORNE
REMOVALS

• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning
• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations
• General Handyman Services

Offering a range of installations including
●Gas and electric systems ● Hydronic heating
●Refrigeration ● Ventilation ● Split systems
and much more
● New builds ● Multi-unit developments and
add-on units in existing homes

Call for your free quote today!
0434 262 822

Email: rickleonard@bigpond.com
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info@myairsolutions.com.au
www.facebook.com/pg/MyAirSolutionsVIC

Furniture - White Goods
Large & small trucks available

Incorporating
GISBORNE TAXI-TRUCK
& COURIER SERVICE
gttandes@gmail.com

Mike Bennett

0403 745 671
Local, Vic & Interstate

Term 3 ends with well-deserved treat
at Holy Cross

New Gisborne Primary
building young
storytellers and editors

School finds different way
to celebrate Feast Day

Over the past couple of months, 15
Year Five and Six students have
come together from across Australia
to put together a special book. These
students have been working with
facilitators from the 100 Story Building, a writing
organisation in Melbourne.
The 100 Story Building is about letting children
get a chance to create a book on a set topic, edit it,
revise it and then, after many processes that the 100
Story Building goes through, the book will eventually
get released to the public for everyone to read.
One of the tasks the Year Five and Six editors do is
read through all the fantastic stories that have been
sent in by schools across Australia. We read each
story and use five things to make a shortlist: plot,
language, originality, adventure and excitement. We
gave feedback to the authors, such as one thing that
we liked and the things we thought they could work
on to make the story even better.
We thought about the language used, the writer’s
imagination; eg. was it unexpected, new or different,
was it adventurous, did it fit the theme (‘Adventure’
– Un-boring Exploring) and did it make you want
to keep reading. At the end of this process, the
shortlisted stories will be published in a collection of
short stories.
Due to COVID-19, the editors have had to work
on Zoom, making it harder to get the book done, but
it is all on track. Taking part in this program has been
a great reading, writing and editing challenge and I
would seriously recommend it to anyone who enjoys
those things.
The book is meant for all ages and
we hope will be released to the public
in the near future, so try to get your
hands on it and see what these young
authors have done.

It was fitting that our Holy Cross
Feast Day happened to fall in the
last week of a long term!
Every year as a school
community we come together to
celebrate our Feast Day and each year we
celebrate in a different way.
This year was very different! We couldn’t be
at school together to share lunch, play games
or attend Mass.
Instead, each family received a package
from school in the mail with a family activity and
an invitation to attend our Prayer Gathering by
accessing a Google Meet. It was lovely to have
so many from our school community join the
Meet and see so many smiling faces.
Even during a pandemic, relationships
matter and having a connection with your
school community plays a very important role
in student wellbeing.
After the Meet all of our students were invited
to be treated to a milkshake and a cookie from
the Baringo Cafe. Families just needed to visit
Baringo between Monday September 14 and
Friday September 18 and place their order.
This was another way our students could
feel connected to our school and maybe even
run into some of their friends while they were
there, like Maya and Nick. A great way to end
the term after a long stint of remote learning!
We hope all of the students enjoyed their
treat and that their parents enjoy a welldeserved break from online learning over the
school holidays.
We look forward to seeing everyone in
person in Term 4.
HOLY CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL

ST. BRIGID'S PARISH

Zac, Nick, Ben and Lachie Dickson celebrated Holy Cross Feast
Day and the end of term 3!

Maya Andrews bumped into her
Grade 1 friend Nick Dickson while
at Baringo getting their treats.

Above: The Wilkes
brothers, Harry, Austin
and Lachlan, enjoyed their
walk to Baringo and their
treats.

Lachlan Hilton, Year 6 Reporter

Lachlan

1st New Gisborne (Church of Christ)
Scout Group
Are you experiencing a separation?
Do you need legal advice to help you
at this challenging and emotional time?

03 9070 9856
Call us to arrange
a no-obligation
appointment today

2020 Tomato
Tomato Seedling
2020
SeedlingSale
Sale
9am
to 11am
Grand
Final
Day
0900-1100
Grand
Final
Day
Saturday
October
, 2020
Saturday
October
24th24th

Gisborne Church of Christ car park.
Saunders Road, New Gisborne

Appointments by Zoom,
Facetime and Skype available.
reception@romermaud.
com.au
romermaud.com.au
Romermaud

Operating in Melbourne, Macedon Ranges, and Bendigo
Property Settlements • Parenting Matters • Divorces
Family Violence Orders • Court Appearances • Married, De-Facto
and LGBTQI Couples and Families • Mediation and Dispute Resolution

Many varieties including cherry and
Grosse Lisse. Individual pots, ready to
plant, small & large. Sausage Sizzle too.
Contact John Frearson 0450 922 787 or
johnfrearson@mac.com
ALL SUBJECT TO THE COVID RULES

We are accredited to provide legal aid services for eligible clients.
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Alex Rider book series: Review

Molly
Pankhurst

A Year 8s take on 2020
2020 has been a very interesting experience. I
have gone through ups and downs. COVID-19
has challenged me and my family in many ways
but though it has been hard there are always
some positives.
This year our family was planning to go Bali
for a week during the winter and obviously we
haven’t been able to do that this year. But instead we have spent time together talking about
places we would like to go and we have taken
time to talk about possible future trips. It has really made us appreciate how lucky we are to be
able to travel.
My Dad and I have been spending time together going on long drives around our area. It’s
been a chance for us to talk. Another thing that
has helped us through lockdown is our pets. Unfortunately, our dog, Muttley, passed away on my
last day of school before lockdown began and
we all miss him. Our two cats, Henry and Noodles, have done well in keeping us company.
It’s been great to spend time with my sister.
We have had a lot of laughs and made a lot of
great memories. Even though many good things
have come from being stuck indoors, I am looking forward to getting back to school and beingwith my friends. They have made this year so
much easier.
So, though this year has been difficult we can
focus on the positives and look forward to 2021.
Molly Pankhurst, Macedon

Are you out of books to read? Do you want something
with action and adventure? Well, I have the perfect
book series to read for you!
The Alex Rider series is about a boy who becomes
a spy for the British Intelligence Service. It’s a really
awesome series and I would definitely recommend it.
Anthony Horowitz, the author, has just brought out
book 12, called Nightshade.
A bit of the backstory about the series is that Alex
is on the hunt to find out who blew up the plane both
his parents were on. His parents had been spies as
well for the British Intelligence Service. Alex lives
with Jack Starbright who originally arrived in England
on a student visa to study law but ended up staying
after Alex’s uncle was killed. Each book is fun and
entertaining to read as well as being action-packed.
I recently finished the series and have completely
loved it.
My favourite book in the series is number 6, Ark
Angel. Ark Angel is based in a space hotel
that a billionaire planned to drop onto the
White House after he runs out of money
to fund it. Alex has to gain control of the
abandoned space hotel and keep it away
from the atmosphere and ultimately the
White House. I won’t explain too much
further as it will give away the ending.
The books in the series are: Point Blanc
(2001), Stormbreaker (2000), Skeleton
Key (2002), Eagle Strike (2003), Scorpia

YOUNG
BEAT

with Asher Kroon

(2004), Ark Angel (2005), Snakehead (2007),
Crocodile Tears (2009), Scorpia Rising (2011),
Russian Roulette (2013), Never Say Die (2017),
Secret Weapon (2019), Nightshade (2020).
It’s better to read the books in sequence as the
story continues from book to book. Each book has
a different mission and adds a great deal to the
storyline.
Reading is a good way to “escape” the pandemic
without actually going anywhere. I know the genre of
the book sounds a bit unrealistic and almost cheesy
but once you actually read the books you'll love
them. I recommend them for anyone 10 to
16 years old. On Amazon Prime, you can
find a TV series about the first book called
Point Blanc. There is also a movie based on
the book Stormbreaker from 2006.
I give this series a 9/10. You can tell the
author has put a lot of effort into writing these
books.
I hope this review gives you something to
read during the holidays.

Reserve + Collect available at Gisborne Library
Libraries remain closed for the time being. We are still offering Reserve + Collect
though. If you need some new reading material, fresh DVDs or CDs, reserve them online
or over the phone and we’ll send you a text
or email to let you know when they’re ready to collect.
We’re also happy to put together a picture book bundle or we can pick some recommended reads for you as
well; just give us a call.
How Reserve + Collect works: Access the library

catalogue online at www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au
Place your reservation by logging in with your
library card number and PIN (usually your
year of birth, e.g.1987)
Wait for an e-mail, SMS or phone call from
the library. Head down to the library during Reserve +
Collect hours to pick up your item. Opening hours for
now are Monday and Thursday 10am to 1pm; Tuesday
and Friday 1pm to 5pm; fortnightly Saturdays (October
10 and 24) 10am to 12pm.

Affordable health care
in the Macedon Ranges
If you’re in need of health and community care services
but concerned about the cost - enquire today to discover
if you’re eligible for subsidised services.
Services on offer include:
•
•
•
•

Diet and nutrition advice
Support at home
Podiatry
Physiotherapy

• Nursing
• Respite care
• Counselling
and much more.
ADV-MRH 2020-08

Appointments are available at our centre, or over phone,
video or at home.

Call 5428 0300 for more information

mrh.org.au

Health Care | Mental Health | Wellbeing | NDIS
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PETS
More adventures of a dog called Max
in their team meetings? Isn’t she
Mmm….now where are we up
to with my amazing adventures?
supposed to be at work?
Ahh yes, the dry-noses had just
Then there’s the doggie
master. He’s delivering his year
given me a bath and the female
11 Business Management class
dry-nose had embarrassed me by
via Zoom. Oh boy…he so needs
putting that tartan bow tie around
my neck. So humiliating!
to get rid of those dad jokes; he’s
That’s why I couldn’t write
the only one laughing. No, wait
a minute! There’s that one kid
anything for last month’s edition.
who always laughs at his jokes;
My emotional and mental
I think he wants extra marks.
wellbeing took a battering; I lost
My only place of refuge is
my mojo!
It's me – adorable Max – having a snooze
on the big bed.
And then; to make things
the big bed I share with the
worse; the dry-noses have been
dry noses; snuggling into the
working from my doggie pad (their home) for months big pillows and having some time for myself; it’s so
now. I’m nine years old; that makes me 63 in human comfortable and quiet here! But my dreams of a
years. I like my routines, and my peace and quiet. All never-ending supply of succulent tasty sausages are
that is gone now; replaced by loud constant voices disrupted by the loud thumping of dry nose feet on
the wooden floorboards. That’s the doggie master;
from one Zoom meeting after another.
The female dry-nose and her colleagues are talking he doesn’t like me sleeping on their bed. I better head
about designing work training programs. Does she for the doggie door, crash on the deck and enjoy that
ever stop talking? And why are they always laughing afternoon sun.

A reminder about being kind to animals
Be Kind to Animals Week (1-7 October) is celebrating
its biggest year yet.
Created by Lancefield farm sanctuary Edgar’s Mission a decade ago, the initiative – which encourages
people to be kind to our animal friends – has welcomed the involvement of ambassadors and libraries, a new website, and a colouring-in competition.
“Be Kind to Animals Week is a grounding point in
time where we can reflect on the enormous impact simple – and sometimes
not so simple – acts of kindness can
have on the fellow beings with whom
we share this planet,” said Pam Ahern,
Edgar’s Mission founder and director.
Those who take the fun pledge at www.bekindto
animalsweek.org.au will receive a free Kindness Kit,
plus tips and recipes. They’ll also go in the draw to
win a Kind Cookbook Collection.
As part of the campaign, Gisborne Library has a
series of animal-themed virtual story times on its website (www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/bekindtoanimalsweek).

Birds of the Macedon Ranges

Photo from Ron Weste Collection

Pam Edgar and friends

A national colouring-in competition is running until
October 31 with prizes to be won.
Pam hopes Australians of all ages will join Edgar's
Mission for its biggest, kindest year yet – “because
life really is better with kindness”.

Purple swamphen
Unlike many wetland birds whose dull feathers help
to camouflage them, the purple swamphen is brightly
coloured as you can see in Ron Weste’s photo.
As the bird walks, it flicks its tail up and down,
revealing its white undertail. For such big birds, the
swamphens are strong fliers. They are also good
swimmers but prefer to wander on the edges of the
water, among reeds and on floating vegetation.
Swamphens feed on grass and aquatic plants.
They build their nests from grasses and reeds and
locate them amid dense reed beds. Up to seven
eggs are laid. When disturbed their call is a loud,
harsh ‘hee-ow’.

Vet talk
 with Dr Caitlin Horwood-Skelton

Baby birds –
nurture or neglect?
Our magnificent Macedon Ranges is host to
great beauty, and in spring the air is alive with
birdsong. The meeting of natural environment
and human habitation can present us with
a dilemma: what to do when a baby bird is
apparently abandoned in our midst?
Precocial chicks (born
with open eyes, down
cover, and able to walk
and feed independently)
include wood and black
ducks, dusky moorhens,
white-faced herons and Example of a precocial
straw-necked ibis. Pre- chick
cocial chicks may become separated from their parents by wandering, interference or misadventure. They are
best left alone, on the ground in a safe place,
until their parents feel comfortable returning.
What to do
You can carefully place the chick/duckling
under cover of nearby vegetation, and secure
the area by locking up your dog or cat and discouraging human activity around the bird (perhaps the kids can take the dog for a walk elsewhere?)
Altricial chicks are those
born with eyes closed,
little or no feathering,
and completely dependent on their parents until
they leave the nest. Here
Example of an altricial we have magpies and
chick
magpie larks, New Holland honeyeaters, willie wagtails and a plethora
of beautiful parrots.
As fledglings, these birds are mostly feathered, and start flying under parental supervision. If they have tried to fly early or been blown
from the nest, you can help them out by creating an artificial nest as close to where you found
the chick as possible.
What to do
Place the fledgling in a container (eg a small
bucket with drain holes, leaves and a stick to
enable it climb out) and secure it into the tree
branches. The parents should return to protect
and feed it.
With either type of baby bird, if the parents do
not return by nightfall, you may place the chick
into a small ventilated box, keeping it warm and
quiet, and seek the advice of your vet or wildlife carers.
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FOR THE GREEN THUMBS
Garden Club gives
shire mulch thumbs up
Gisborne Garden Club
Hello to all my gardening friends!
As you are aware, the COVID-19
restrictions are in a state of flux (pun
intended) and it is difficult to look very
far into the future. Nevertheless, the committee has bitten the bullet and decided that we will
call off this year's Christmas lunch, on the basis that
it is unlikely that
restrictions covering indoor gatherings will be sufficiently relaxed to
allow our usual
gathering.
Meanwhile,
back
at
the
‘ranch’… there’s
Manchurian pear in blossom
a lot of gardening going on. In
my garden, the Manchurian pear (Pyrus ussuriensis) trees are in full bloom, as they are throughout
Gisborne; the magnolias are also coming into flower
and it does rather look as though spring has sprung.
Though rain has been a bit light lately, I have
moved to improving my soil with mulch and fertiliser.
Mulch available from the council's Woodend recycle
station is in a wonderful state; it has been ‘cooking’
for a while and the pile of mulch is still huge.
I typically load my own ute and it costs $11 per
load, or by arrangement you can get it loaded by the
tip attendant for $30. I have used this material for
years and have been very successful with it.
If you have items of interest that you wish to share
with the club, contact me on 0424 038 474 or email
sucher01@tpg.com.au
Bernhard Sucher

Wattle you see in Daly Reserve?
Early spring is wattle time and Daly Nature Reserve
has a good variety of them. Wattles are in the Acacia
genus and highly variable, ranging from small shrubs
to large trees and flower colour varies from pale to
deep yellow.
Wattle leaves can be quite tough and leathery and
are called phyllodes which are modified leaf stems,
or they can have feathery bippinate leaf structures
(leaves that grow opposite each other on a larger
stem. They have a feathery appearance).
Wattles also belong to the pea family and are a
legume, producing their seed in a pod.
So, what’ll you see in Daly Nature Reserve?
Here are a few to look out for:
Acacia melanoxylon (blackwood) – A large tree with
sparse pale yellow flowers and long phyllodes.
Acacia pravissima (Ovens wattle) – A large shrubby

Blackwood wattle
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Contributed by member Andrew Dilley

Our AGM was held successfully in virtual mode in
September. Happy to say our Tuesday working bees
will return on October 13 and 27, 9:30am. Hope you’ll
join us. Enquiries to dalynaturereserve@gmail.com
Irene Perkin

Ovens wattle

Hedge wattle

F R I E N D S O F W Y R A L L A R E S E RV E
The Wyralla Reserve Landscape Plan
is a three-stage development over three
years. The first stage has now been
completed. This stage has winding aggregate concrete paths that at the moment don’t make a lot of sense. They
form the 'backbone’ of what is to come.
The next stage has been funded
after the Friends' submission for an
allocation in the Council budget. It had
been anticipated that funding would be
provided automatically, but this was not
the case. Pleasingly the submission
was accepted by councillors at the
Ordinary Council Meeting on July 22, so
the second stage can now begin.
This stage will involve 'hardscaping':
installing the rocks and logs, and general
landscaping such as edging.
The third and final stage will see

wattle with dense clumps of delicate bright yellow
flowers and roundish phyllodes that come to a point.
Acacia paradoxa (kangaroo thorn or hedge wattle) – A medium-size prickly dense shrub with large,
strong, single yellow flowers and small phyllodes.
Acacia floribunda (gossamer wattle) – A mediumsize tree with a mass of light yellow flower spikes
and long thin phyllodes.
Acacia baileyana (Cootamundra wattle) – A large
tree with masses of deep yellow flowers and bipinnate leaf structures.

play equipment installed as well as
substantial plantings.
Although much of the works must be
completed by contractors, the Friends of
Wyralla Reserve intend to get our hands
dirty with plantings and small landscape
projects. We have no intention of fading
away.
The Wyralla Reserve Landscape
Plan can be seen as an appendix to the
December 19, 2019, Council Ordinary
Meeting on the council website. The
plan can also be accessed from the
Friends of Wyralla Reserve Facebook
page.
Our group is always seeking new
members. Membership is barely the
price of a cup of coffee. Email us at
wyrallareserve@gmail.com

Ian Turner

Cootamundra wattle

Gossamer wattle

Working bee prospects (b)loom
Volunteering time these past
months has been spent at home
online. But as I write the COVID
clouds are lifting and the prospect of resuming working bees in the
Botanic Gardens is (b)looming.
Members of the Friends of Gisborne
Botanic Gardens took part in an online
networking forum with other botanic
gardeners in September, hosted by the
Victorian chapter of the association of
Botanic Gardens of Australia and New
Zealand. The forum drew 59 participants from across Australia. Such a
gathering would not have even been
contemplated pre-pandemic, but the
value of sharing news and insights
with colleagues without the burden
of travel was immense, particularly to
regional folk.

We hope it becomes the new
normal.
October is ‘fauna focus’
month in the Gardens, and the
Friends look forward to restarting
their working bees by identifying and
counting the birds and frogs that use
the gardens. The bird ID will contribute to the Aussie Backyard Birdcount
and the frog ID to Melbourne Water’s
Frog Census. The frog census also
contributes to long-term monitoring of
the health of the water boundaries of
the gardens.
Working bees will be held on the
first and third Tuesdays of the month,
9:30-11am. Why not take your binoculars for a walk and join us for the fun?
Louise Minty, Friends of Gisborne Botanic
Gardens, infogisbotgard@gmail.com

Friends of Mt Gisborne update
The Friends are looking forward to the
post-lockdown time when they will be
able to participate in a number of activities planned by Council’s nature reserves’ officer, Martin Roberts. They
include species identification, audit of
large trees, orchid survey, mid-storey
enrichment planting, monitoring of
nesting boxes and weed control.
The reserve, in Woodland Drive, is
being visited by an increasing number
of residents who are enjoying the unspoilt beauty of the 14-hectare site and
the magnificent views from the summit.
The Friends ask visitors to note the
regulations detailed on the sign at the
entrance, particularly the symbol indicating that this is a “No Dog” reserve.
The native animals are put at risk by
the presence of dogs, which can be exercised more appropriately at a number of other public spaces in Gisborne.

Dog walking is not permitted at Mt Gisborne

The Friends are keen to welcome
new members to the group. If you are
interested in learning more about being involved in the reserve’s activities
please contact me on 0417 140 828 or
at bryanp2@bigpond.com

Creek Stories
Last month the Gazette published the story of Jackson O’Neill
who cares for Bunjil Creek in central Gisborne. It was the first
of a series of Creek Stories that will run over the next year.
Creek Stories tell the stories
of the region's creeks, and
the people looking after them.
People often forget creeks – we
keep track of the roads, towns
and hills as we drive, but the
web of creeks woven through
the landscape is a bit of a
mystery.
The creeks are there though,
following the fall of the land.
They have shaped it over
millennia, and their condition
today is a litmus test of how we
care for the land. If the land is
in good condition, the creeks will
be happy and healthy.
Creek Stories is a project
of the community environment
groups of Gisborne, Riddells
Creek and Macedon, managed
by Riddells Creek Landcare,
with funding from Macedon
Ranges Shire Council, plus lots

of volunteer time. The creeks
profiled are at the top of the
Maribyrnong River, mostly in
what is called the Jacksons
Creek Catchment.
For people new to the area,
this is an introduction to those
creeks. For people who have
lived here a while, the stories
are a chance to meet some of
the people looking after the
creeks in our bit of country.
What are they doing, and why?
What they have they achieved,
and how do they see the future
of the creeks?
Read the stories here in
the Gazette, and at www.
creekstories.net with lots of
photos. Then go out and visit
your local creek. The creeks are
waiting for you.
Ross Colliver
President Riddells Creek Landcare

Bryan Power

Helping out local wildlife
Residents of the Macedon Ranges are privileged to live amid a beautiful natural environment
containing many species
of native flora and fauna.
Our own home gardens
also play an important role in supporting local ecosystems.
Wildlife needs native plants to eat,
for protection from predators and even
as a safe means of travel.
Moving from one area of bushland
to another can often mean travelling
across our backyards. This is where
we can contribute to the survival of our
wildlife.
A variety of native vegetation is
ideal to ensure a year-round supply
of flowers, fruits and seeds. Native
flora is suitable for any style of garden and usually a greater survival rate

is achieved than if exotic species are
planted.
If you are interested in helping out
the local wildlife, you can get started
by checking out the Council booklet
Flora of the Macedon Ranges.
It is available for download on the
Council website (www.mrsc.vic.gov.
au) and after COVID restrictions are
eased, hard copies will be available
at the shire office in
Robertson Street.
Just imagine you
could have a choir
of native birds by
daylight and illusive
furry critters munching your flowering
banksia under cover
of darkness. Happy
gardening.
Ann

GISBORNE
Re a l Es ta te

MACEDON RANGES
Re a l Es ta te

SENIORS

CARD HOLDERS
Special Offer
We are offering 10% reduction off our
regular commission for the sale of your
property. We are also able to reduce the
marketing costs of our regular campaign
by up to 50%. No payment in advance
is applicable.
Call any time to make an appointment for
a NO OBLIGATION market appraisal, to
discuss the sale process and our all inclusive
and transparent costs.

54 28 8895
Jan or Rob
Waterways covered in Creek Stories

7/38 Brantome Street, Gisborne
Email: info@gisborne-realestate.com.au
www.gisborne-realestate.com.au
www.macedonrangesrealestate.com.au
Please ask us for copy of Consumer Affairs Due Diligence Checklist for Home Buyers or download at consumer.vic.gov.au/duediligencechecklist.
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An overlooked sailor:
Clyde Lock

Picture: Cherry Cole

Riders find ways
to keep in contact
COVID-19 restrictions have proven
challenging, with members living
across multiple “lockdown” stages
and overall group activities significantly curtailed.
However, using both ingenuity
and current technology, MRUB’s
committee and members have found alternative
ways to keep communicating.
President Sylvia posts regular YouTube videos of
committee discussions and outcomes while newsletter editor Nick emails and posts our bi-monthly
newsletter full of great stories and pictures.
As Ulysses members, we are also kept up to date
with national news through emails and the Riding On
magazine. Our MRUB Facebook pages share member stories, bike restoration progress, family news
and ride updates, plus lots of humour to make you
chuckle!
And, of course, there have been our keen Saturday morning shoppers saying hello in Gisborne.
While as a club we have used digital communication effectively, nothing beats a good ride with
friends; so wash that bike, check your gear and get
ready for our spring-summer season on the road
again. But remember, it won’t happen if our community and beyond don’t mask up etc and listen to the
experts.
Until you can share a coffee, meal or just great
company with us, please stay well and keep safe.
And in anticipation, check out our Ride Calendar
at www.mrub.org.au or join us for a chat on Facebook.

With Remembrance Day coming up next month,
this is an opportune time to correct an omission in
Gisborne’s war record: The name of Clyde Lock,
World War 1 veteran, bush poet and chronicler of
the past, does not appear on Gisborne’s World War
I honour roll.
Lock joined the Navy at the age of 18 in 1913,
before the war started, and this may explain the
oversight. He completed his service in 1920.
His three brothers all joined the army during the
war; one was killed.
Lock was also the brother of a local character
of Gisborne’s more recent past, Olive Lock, who is
remembered in the naming of Olive Lock Bridge in
South Gisborne. Olive died at the age of 102 in 1994.
George James Clyde Lock, born at Couangalt,
did his basic training at HMAS Cerberus and spent
eight months there before he was drafted to HMAS
Melbourne. War was declared and he spent the
next five years on Melbourne as an Able Seaman.
On board the Melbourne, Lock took part in operations in German West New Guinea in 1914, in which
a German wireless station on Nauru was destroyed.
He received what was known as a “Supplementary Prize” of 18 pounds for having taken part in the
New Guinea action. After the war he was drafted to
the battle cruiser HMAS Australia before leaving the
navy in August 1920, when he received 29 pounds
and one shilling extra for war service. That would be
worth about $1300 today.
In his later years Lock used to write poems about
local people and events, one memorable effort running for several pages. There cannot have been too
many locals of old who missed out on a mention.
Lock married Myrtle Thomson in 1921 and the
family lived in Melbourne. He died in 1985.
Information supplied by Rob Funston, Gisborne RSL

HMAS
Melbourne,
home to
Clyde Lock
during
WW1

Cherry Cole

October is Mental Health Month – and
this year, it’s more important than ever
to ensure we’re prioritising our own
mental wellbeing. For me, that means
enjoying the little things – whether it
be having a cuddle with my dog Robbie, drinking a cup of tea or enjoying
some sunshine in the garden.
Your mental health is just as important as your physical health – and
we know that this year has taken a
toll. Remember to reach out to those
around you - that means checking in
with relatives, friends or neighbours.
Thankfully, changes to restrictions
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MEMBER'S
MESSAGE
With Mary-Anne Thomas

have made opportunities for social
connection that little bit easier.
Above all, it means reaching out for
help if you need it. I encourage you to
reach out to any of the helplines below should you need it Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636
Lifeline: 13 11 14
My annual Mental Health & Servic-

Bruce Smith at a scenic Newlyn Reservoir.

Fly fishing western
Victorian lakes
Bruce Smith – eminent fly
fisherman, fly tyer, photographer, writer, nature
lover, fly fishing video blogger (In Nature’s Realm – Bruce Smith) and life member of Calder Fly Fishing Association – recently gave
an extensive Zoom presentation to members and invitees on fly fishing western Victorian lakes. The session was made available to the public and attracted
93 attendees.
He covered the 13 more familiar lakes and reservoirs that range from the Coliban Lakes system
and the Newlyn and Hepburn Reservoirs, through
to Wendouree and Cosgrove, and as far as Cairn
Curran and the nearby Loddon River. He also made
quick reference to a few lesser used waters worth
trying.
Using satellite imagery, he indicated useful access
points to the most likely locations of fish, particularly those associated with “structure”. He pointed out
weed beds and trees as well as stream entrances
and coves, including an underwater old river course
at Newlyn, that may provide access to, or a suitable
cover for, lurking or feeding trout.
Bruce included a description of the various aquatic life that could be expected to seasonally frequent
the lakes such as nymphs and mud-eyes, and flying insects and bugs that provide food for trout. He
shared plenty of fly fishing advice including some
suitable flies to use.
During the presentation participants were able to
discuss their own experiences of the various waters
and provided additional useful input; an entertaining
and rewarding presentation.
If you’d like to know more about the Calder Fly
Fishing Association please visit calderflyfishing.
com.au
Louis Bokor

es Guide is also available at mary-annethomas.com.au. This guide contains handy phone numbers and
websites for Macedon Ranges mental
health services.
I want to acknowledge the fantastic
work by many of our local community
organisations in this space. Macedon
Ranges Suicide Action Prevention
Group, Live4Life, PS My Family Matters and Laps for Lachy are just some
of our incredible community groups
full of dedicated volunteers working
to create better mental health awareness across our community. Your hard

work is very appreciated.
On another note – applications for
the 2021 Macedon Youth Council are
now open.
This unique program will provide
participants with the opportunity to
build their understanding of government, the role and responsibilities of
a Member of Parliament and to understand pathways to making change
and contributing to our society.
If you know a young person aged
between 16-26 who may be interested, encourage them to head to my
website to apply.

Heritage police house in Macedon gets a revamp
MACEDON
MUSINGS
With Belinda Carlton-Doney

Have you been walking past Macedon Police Station and wondering what is going on? Well, here’s
the lowdown…
The police residence is having a complete internal renovation. The original plan was a knock
down/rebuild job. However, during the planning
process, the old girl was heritage listed.
You see, this home was designed in the late
1930s. Percy Everett was appointed Victoria’s
Chief Architect in the 1930s. He designed many
public buildings, hospitals and court houses. He is
well known for designing the historic Russell Street
Police Headquarters, as well as directing the de-

The renovation should be completed in November.

sign of many regional police stations...including our
own in Macedon.
Not many of these regional police buildings
remain intact and owned by Victoria Police. The
Macedon building is considered special due to its
simple modern style, timber construction and the

GISBORNE RAMBLERS

Local Walk No 4
Brick Kiln Road – Macedon-Woodend
A pleasant walk, with some panoramic views.
Distance: 5.4km
Level: Easy
Directions: From Gisborne, drive along Black Forest Drive towards Woodend, turning right into Brick
Kiln Road (first right turn after the timber mill).
After 700m, park off-road near a small turnaround opposite a two-storey house. Walk downhill
for about 300m before turning right at a T-junction.
This is Blackmore Road. The road is partly open
farmland and then tree sheltered.
The tree cover ends 1.5km into the walk at a
T-junction. Take the left fork (this is Canning Park
Road). Along this road traffic noise from the Calder
Freeway is evident, but is compensated for by a
great view of Mount Macedon.

combination of both private and public functions in
the one dwelling.
The original station operated from the front corner window (on the driveway). There are three
chimneys, two of which are no longer operational
and are held up by metal supports.
The old girl is also one of the few buildings that
survived Ash Wednesday. For that alone, she is
worth protecting and preserving.
It was hoped work on the residence would be
completed by mid-October, but like many building
projects in our area, rain slowed everything down.
There was difficulty also in matching the roof colour
so all three structures have received new, matching materials. They now hope to finish the renovations by mid-November.
Once again this grand dame can stand tall and
proud. A pretty cool historical feature of our town.
Enjoy the sunshine one and all.

A scenic, easy walk
Eventually, Canning Park Road transitions to
Walkers Road and the traffic noise declines as the
road becomes tree-lined again. Continue on to a
T- junction and take the left fork into Tweddle Lane.
On reaching a four-way intersection, turn left
into Blackmore Road, which will return you to Brick
Kiln Lane and your car.

At the time of writing, we are still living with Stage 3
COVID restrictions, which keeps the Ramblers as a
group out of action. Perhaps things will change by
the time you read this and may be more relaxed.
Another of the Ramblers local walk program has
been added that you may
want to try, a very easy walk
on wide dirt roads (Local
Walk No 4). When the Ramblers are allowed to regroup,
our walks will be tailored to
the weekly weather conditions and not to a set program.
If you would like the details of these walks, please forward your email address to me and I will add you to our mailing list.
Details are sent out each Tuesday for the Friday walk.
Charles
gisramblers@gmail.com
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AROUND THE GROUNDS

Proudly sponsored by Rob Mitchell
Federal Member for McEwen 1300 701 966

Thunder celebrates a fine year
Gisborne Thunder Swimming Club
celebrated their 2019-20 season
presentation night via a Zoom meeting on September 12.
While it was an unusual presentation night, it was still a celebration of a great year
and was well received by all. Nobody would have
planned or expected for the season to end the way it
did. It’s easy to get caught up in the now, but we cannot forget about the amazing season we have had.
The club as a whole has done exceptionally well.
Some of our successes were: We had the most swimmers participate at the Victorian Country Championships than we have ever had, we had more swimmers qualify for state events, and our results at the
District Championships were much stronger, as were
our school swimming results.
Competitive swimmers are on the rise and we
have done terrifically well as a team. As club captains we are excited to see where we are headed,
and what can be achieved. We sincerely thank all
the coaches, the committee, sponsors, parents and
friends for their ongoing and tireless support for our
club. We will continue to strive for greatness heading
into the 2021 season and beyond. We are all jumping out of our skin to get back into the water.
Tyler Theodore and Medbh Harkin
Club captains

Golf fulfils youth needs
during lockdown
Amid the doom and gloom of a
global pandemic, there’s optimism among the Gisborne Golf
Club community with the arrival of
spring.
For any golfer the warmer weather means more
golf, drier courses and better scores…supposedly.
The changing of the seasons is one of the few positives the golf club community has embraced in such
difficult times.
Throughout the stage three restrictions, the club
has been fortunate enough to continue operating,
unlike many other local clubs and sporting codes.
Noticeably, the restrictions on other recreational
activities has steered locals towards the golf course
as the club welcomed 25 new members in August.
More promising was that 17 of these members
were under the age of 25.
The club committee is proud to acknowledge this
trend of young people using its facilities and believe
it’s a tremendous opportunity to grow the club and the
game of golf. More importantly, the club has continued to provide an outlet for all members of the community to escape the daily challenges of COVID-19.
This month the club has welcomed back the
much-loved ‘Catering Wizards’ to provide members
and visitors with a hearty takeaway menu until further notice.
For more information about what’s happening
at the club check out www.gisbornegolf.com.au or
make golf bookings on 5428 2698. We look forward
to seeing you.
John Griffiths
GGC Committee
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Club captains Rose Avenell-Thompson (vice), Tyler Theodore, Lachlan Casey (vice) and Medbh Harkin (pre-social distancing).  

Welcome to Macedon Ranges locals
Our August Mug
Despite the Stage 3 restrictions, the Mt
o’ the Month for the
Macedon Golf Club remains open for play
to local members and green fee players.
Wednesday Gentlemen’s group was new member Karl PonHowever, there are strict protocols that
must be adhered to.
gracic. Gary Liddy is the first recipient
of one of a dozen vouchers to be drawn
•Masks must be worn on and around the
over the coming 12 months.
course: No Mask = No Play; •Maximum
of two persons per group at this stage;
AGM Postponed
•Contact details must be recorded in the Bandit Karl Pongracic: our Due to the Stage 3 restrictions, our
Mug o’ the Month.
planned September Annual General
register at the clubhouse before play.
Matchplay Winners
Meeting has had to be postponed. MemCongratulations to Dave ‘Rock’ Hudson for his one-up
bers will be kept informed of the date and the format
victory over Geoff Pickles in the club’s singles matchthe meeting will take.
play event. A similar margin saw John Dawson and
Why not try a membership
Marcus Ward take the Winter Pairs Matchplay trophy
The new membership year has begun and we offer
over Ryan Toholka and Mark Burrage.
a range of affordable pro rata membership options and
Darcy Doyle was the July Monthly Medallist while
an excellent, challenging course. Find out more and
the August Medal will see a playoff between Mike
make contact by going to our website at www.mtmacHoiles and Marcus Ward – once competitive golf
edongolfclub.com.au. Look forward to seeing you on
can return.
our greens, 
Walrus

Cricket looking to mid-month start
Gisborne Cricket Club has received notification
that it will likely be safe to return to training very
soon and possible commencement
of the season in mid-October.
This is great news and signals
the return of organised team sport
to the region for the first time since
March.
Andrew
There will need to be some
Headberry

necessary
COVID
safety
precautions in place which will
change some aspects of playing
and training, but the prospects
for a return to ‘almost normal’ cricket look very
positive.
New players are always welcome and should
visit our website for further details.
Andrew Headberry

Petanque players happy to return to the piste
With the easing of restrictions,
Mt Macedon Petanque Club has
resumed their Saturday morning
play days.
Initially groups of ten players
were allowed so the club ran two
groups consecutively, with COVID rules being adhered to. Unfortunately some of the members live in
the Melbourne metropolitan region so were unable
to participate.
Play days are held on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month starting at 10am at the grounds
behind the Caltex Service Station in Gisborne. Play
normally continues until about 1pm.
After a warm-up, players divide into teams for
games. The emphasis is on practice and members
are encouraged to try out strategies that they might
not usually risk in a competition. Games are timed
so that players finish together and are then ready to
start the next game with a different team.
Hopefully restrictions will continue to ease and
the club can be more proactive in encouraging new
players. In the meantime, passersby are always
welcome to stop, watch and ask questions about
this enjoyable game. For further information and enquiry forms please go to our website: mtmacedon
petanqueclub.weebly.com
Alison Kinghorn

Seen around
the grounds

New cricket nets at Tony Clarke Reserve near
completion on September 12.

Work on the new pavilion at Gardiner Reserve
on September 17.

Lois Wallace, Danny Green and Lindsay Kinghorn are happy to be back on the piste on September 19.

Community
ponies up for
new clubrooms
It was a long wait, but worth it. That is the verdict on
the new clubrooms at the IR Robertson Reserve in
South Gisborne.
After the old pavilion was discovered to be riddled
with termites and condemned, the decision was
made in 2016 to build new rooms to be used by
the Gisborne Pony Club and Gisborne District Adult
Riding Club.
Responding to the urgent community need, Community Bank Gisborne & District pledged $30,000 to
the project in November 2016 and subsequently a total exceeding $135,000 was raised by the community. The fundraising effort even brought a little glamour
to South Gisborne with the riding clubs’ first black-tie
ball, held at the Pitruzello Estate.
Significant funding for the clubrooms came from
ratepayers through the Macedon Ranges Shire
Council, so the facility is truly built by and for the entire community.
While many people had a hand in getting the project finished, driving the building process forward relentlessly were John Maynard, a committee member
of both the IR Robertson Reserve and the adult riding
club, and James Lang from the pony club.
James Lang said: “We have been operating out of
a tin shed for nearly five years. It has been gratifying
to see the commitment of all members of the adult
and children’s clubs to get these rooms built. It is just
great to finally see our vision completed and ready to

James Lang and Kristin Lyons collect a grant certificate
from Daniel Barre to put up in the new clubhouse.

be filled with people enjoying such a healthy and fun
pastime.”
All that is waiting now is the return to normal following the COVID-19 pandemic so that a proper
opening ceremony can be held to celebrate a building that will be used for generations of horse lovers
in the Gisborne area.
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SPORT IN PICTURES
Liam
Kaozlaric
heads
down the
ramp at
Gisborne
Skate
Park on
September
17

Fun runners Evie, Macy, Charlotte and Kylie race at Tony Clarke Reserve on September 11.

John Andrew in Mt Macedon stableford on
September 6

Khy Beasley flies high at Gisborne Skate Park on September 17
Serious Gisborne runners
Johty Neethling and Brody
Thrun train on September 9.
Johty has been regional
champion in 400m, 800m
and 1500m, Brody placed
fifth in steeplechase and
ninth in 3000m.
Charlie Kotlar focuses on the ball at
Gisborne Tennis Club on September 7

Wil Jackson
focuses on a high
ball in the Gisborne
cricket nets on
September 17.
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Anthony
Grobler trains
at Macedon on
September 6

Cemetery looks for new land for future as plots fill up
In recent years, the Trust, along with the local Community Advisory Committee, have
developed a landscape master plan to enhance memorial and burial options in the
cemetery.
We have created additional rose garden
cremation memorials, a memorial walk under the oak area, as well as a natural burial
and cremation memorial section within the
remnant native vegetation area.
Future additions will include a children’s
lawn as well as extensions to the current
lawn burials area.
A site audit estimates there are approximately 600 graves available in the Gisborne Cemetery.
It estimates this will provide about 20
years’ burial space.

for cemetery purposes
is not a viable option.
This is due to the high
cost of purchase, limitations for cemetery
use expected within
the results of a Cultural Heritage Study,
as well as estimated
development costs of
this area.
The Trust seeks to work with the Macedon Ranges Shire Council to identify an appropriate land parcel of 30 to 40 hectares in
the local area as future cemetery land.
This would ensure that the community
of Gisborne and the surrounding Macedon
Ranges have sufficient land to continue
burial and cremation memorials for the next
150-plus years.

Pine plantation not viable
Unfortunately, buying the pine plantation

Outdoor places to go
Parents everywhere breathed
a sigh of relief as playgrounds
reopened in September and
we were able to take the kids
back for a play. I thought it
was a pertinent time to share
some of our most-loved playgrounds in the vicinity. Which
is your family’s favourite?

1 Gisborne

Adventure
Playground: This colourful
park is set among stunning
greenery. It has equipment
for children of all ages and
abilities, as well as a gated
area. It is Gisborne’s best
playground.

2 Riddells

Creek Lions
Park: Enjoy two flying foxes
and a half basketball court,
alongside the usual classics.
An easy walk to the town cafes. Winning!

3 Woodend

Children’s
Park: This park stretches
away from the town centre
and is separated into various
areas, one of which is fenced

High winds
brought down a
number of trees
in September,
including this one
across Blanche
Parade, Mount
Macedon, which
took the power
line with it on
September 10.

The cemetery is planning ahead for when new burial
space will be needed, which is expected to be in
about 20 years’ time.

MACEDON RAN
RANGGES
MUMMA
with Kat Buttigieg

for younger children. Try the
lookout, flying fox and musical instruments.

4 Romsey

Ecotherapy
Park: This playground, made
only of natural materials, is
set beneath towering trees
and includes a first-rate rope
course.

5 Stanley

Park
Playground, Macedon: Nestled
in the Stanley Park Reserve,
the playground is only minutes from the stunning Stanley Park Waterfall. It is truly a
serene scene to escape to at
the base of Mount Macedon.
I hope you get to spend
some quality sunshine time
with your family in these special places.
See you around in our
beautiful part of the world.
Kat

Introducing a new name in Macedon Ranges Real
Estate backed by the experience, tradition and local
knowledge of Lindsay
Hill Real Estate.
Properties
Wanted
Mount
Realty
as buy
We
haveMacedon
a growing
listcontinues
of clientsbusiness
ready to
the most unusual
inusual
theinMacedon
Ranges.and
If challenging
you have been
times. The real estate market will see
thinking about selling, get in touch for a
continued activity during and post
discussion or current market appraisal.
COVID 19. Lindsay and I are here to
Experience
the difference
of selling
offer our community
compassionate
your
property
with Mount
support
and experienced
advice in
Macedon
Realty. time. Contact
this unprecedented
Mount Macedon Realty for
Elite
Service.
guidance
with preparing
your property for sale,
Exclusive
Homes. and
property appraisals
of course listing and
selling.

Lisa Fowler

lisa@mtmr.com.au
0418 557 222
12447406-FA18-20
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THE CHURCHES

Sponsored by Anglican Parish of Gisborne ■ Uniting Church in Australia ■ St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, Gisborne ■ House of the Rock Church, Gisborne ■ Gisborne Church of
Christ ■ Faithworks-Manaaki ■ St Brigid’s Parish

Mission impossible
When it comes to mission, sometimes, it is simply impossible!
During the year, the annual Trivia
Night and Spring Fair are our two
major sources of fundraising.
Come the first Saturday of September the spring fair season usually kicks off at
the Parish Hall in Fisher Street, but this year, that
was not to be.
It was not possible to host the Trivia Night either, so the bright idea was floated: “let’s have an
online trivia night on the day of the fair.”
Somehow 100 people gathered virtually and
competed for the honour of being the reigning
dons of trivia.
Led capably by Harriet Millar, assisted by
her mother Amanda (or was it the other way
around?), “Around the World in 80 Questions”
was launched.
Zoom behaved itself (almost!), and a lot of fun
and laughter was heard across the internet as the
mission focus of the parish continued.
The winning team, “Team International,” also
featured grandchildren zooming in from Hong
Kong.
It was a good night, and it shows that even
though we are all apart, we can also be totally
together.
This article will self-destruct in 10 seconds.

‘Love never fails’

Touch the earth lightly

– 1 Corinthians 13:8 NKJV
The words of an old song go,
‘I love you for a hundred thousand reasons, but most of all I
love you ’cause you’re you.’
There’s great truth in that song, particularly when
it comes to children. American author Dr James
Dobson writes: ‘When the birth of a first child is imminent, the parents pray that he will be normal—that
is, average. But from that moment on, average will
not be good enough for them. Their child must excel.
He must be the first of his age to walk or talk. He
must earn a stunning report card. His sister must be
a soloist or the homecoming queen.
“Throughout the formative years, some parents
give their children the same message day after day:
‘We’re counting on you to do something fantastic.
Don’t disappoint us.’ Unfortunately, exceptional children are just that—exceptions. The vast majority of
our children are not dazzlingly brilliant. They’re just
plain kids, with an oversized need to be loved and
accepted as they are. Most parents have average
kids. To expect more sets the stage for disappointment for parents and puts unrealistic pressure on the
younger generation.’
Now let’s recall those lyrics: ‘Most of all I love you
’cause you’re you.’ If you take that message to heart,
one day your children will rise up and call you ‘blessed’. (See Proverbs 31:28).”

Many decades ago, singer Bing Crosby crooned these words: “The place
where I worship is the wide open spaces built by the hands of the Lord.” It’s a
song redolent of our current situation.
With severe restrictions on gathering inside a
church for worship, the great outdoors is left to us.
While we miss gathering, there is opportunity for a
renewed sense of wonder at nature, large and small,
and the treasures of spring.
An interesting aspect of the weekly Macedon
Ranges Uniting Church worship video is its inclusion, indeed its emphasis, on scenes of haunting
mountains and lakes, of soaring birds and resting
butterflies. These images remind us that we inhabit
the earth, not simply a house in a town. The words
ecology and economy come from the same Greek
source – ‘oikos’ – meaning home or a place to live.
This has been a year of hard lessons across the
globe and many have suffered losses. Restoration of
hope and confidence requires a stronger link between
the human-constructed economy and the God-given
earth. Christians have a chequered history across the
centuries in loving and protecting the earth. Now is
a good time for a renewed commitment to its health.
And if you prefer a modern hymn to a dated popular song, then there’s none better than Shirley Murray’s “Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care: gift of great
wonder, ours to surrender, trust for the children tomorrow will bear.” Happy springtime! 
Janet Wood

vision.org.au
Darren Farrugia
http://faithworkscc.com.au or find us on Facebook

Fr Dennis

CROSSWORD No 5 – WORLD CITIES
1
2

4

3

5
6
8

4 The most northerly independent country in
the world, known as Suomi to its people.

2 The first country in the world to give
women the vote.

6 A Central American country of some six
million people sometimes called “the land of
lakes and volcanoes”.

5 Oil is the biggest export of this country
once called Persia.

8 Bounded by the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
this country is the world’s largest island.

16 High in the Pyrenees mountains on the
border between France and Spain.
18 The Panama hat is made entirely in this
South American country.

14

13
15

19 In 1971, East Pakistan broke away from
West Pakistan and became known under this
new name.

16
17
19

18

1 The world’s smallest independent
country, located in the heart of Rome.

12 Usain Bolt, Olympic sprinter, was born here.

10

11
12

DOWN

3 Tourism is vital to this country whose athletes
excel at long-distance events at the Olympics.

9 Crown Princess Mary, formerly of Tasmania,
is the wife of Frederik, heir apparent to the
throne of this country.

7

9

ACROSS

20
21
22

23
24

21 This is one of the two countries in South
America that does not have a border with Brazil.
22 This country boasts the high speed TGV
train.
24 The world’s largest archipelago made up
of 17,508 islands of which only about 6000 are
inhabited.
25 This landlocked, diamond-rich country is
one of Africa’s notable success stories.

7 The smallest in size of the three Low
Countries in Europe.
10 Queenslanders often refer to
Victorians as inhabitants of this country.
11 Its neutrality since 1815 has helped
make it a major financial centre.
13 A remote, sparsely populated country
in the northern hemisphere that was once
the centre of a vast empire.
14 This large country has borders with 16
other countries.
15 The French were the first Europeans
to settle in this country, the second-largest
in the world.
17 In 1959, Fidel Castro overthrew the
ruling dictator here, Fulgencio Batista.
20 Country in the South Pacific whose
main island is Viti Levu.
23 Nicknamed the ‘Roof of the World’ for
its towering peaks.
Answers opposite page

25
WORLD CITIES Questions compiled by Graeme Millar, formatted by Thomas Shaddock
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WHAT'S ON

100

REGULAR MEETINGS

YEARS AGO

Gisborne Racing Club
A sub-committee of the Gisborne Racing
Club met Mr Thomas Ewing, C.E., on Thursday last and inspected the sections of the
course which it proposed to drain and grade.
It was agreed to recommend to tenders be
invited for the work at once. At a general
committee meeting held the same evening
the sub-committee’s recommendation was
unanimously adopted. It is hoped to make a
start with the work of improvement immediately after the club’s Spring meeting, which
is to be held on Tuesday 9th November.
Rifle Shooting
The first shoot consisting of ten shots at 200
yards, for Madame de Fegely’s* trophy for
men and Capt. Beattie’s trophy for ladies
was held on the local range on Saturday
October 2nd. The sweepstake competition
on the day’s shoot resulted as follows: Men,
A.R. [Albert] de Fegely 1st, Capt. Beattie 2nd.
Ladies, Miss Crow 1st, Madame de Fegely
2nd.

(* Madame de Fegely was the former Annie
Carre Riddell.)

Cricket
A meeting was held in the Gisborne
Mechanics’ Reading Room on Tuesday
evening to decide if the Gisborne and
District Cricket Association should be formed
again this year. Cr. J. A. Beattie was in the
chair, and delegates were present from
Riddell, Gisborne, Lancefield, Romsey and
Lancefield Junction clubs. “Continuance”
was carried by a unanimous vote.
It was decided to commence the season
on Saturday 16th October, and to play twoday matches. The rules were revised and
adopted. The following is the draw for the
first round... Lancefield V. Romsey, Macedon
V. Lancefield Junction, Gisborne V. Riddell.
The meeting was closed with a hearty
vote of thanks to the president and secretary.
Gisborne v Riddell: These teams played
at Gisborne in a fair gathering of onlookers.
The local team had first use of the wicket
and rattled up 152 before the last wicket fell.
George Martin headed the list with a wellmade 81, included in which was a fine hit
for 6 and nine boundaries, Oswald Beattie
24, ‘Banker’ [William] Whipp 19, Lamont 10
also batted well. Neil 3 for 31 was the most
successful trundler for the visitors.
At the call of time Riddell had lost four for
88. Stewart Amess was still unconquered
with 30 to his credit. Williams two for 6 was
the most successful bowler. The match will
be resumed tomorrow.

please check with group whether activities
are able to take place in october
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)
2nd Saturday 
Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook) 2nd Saturday
Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB
2nd Wed 8pm 
Railway Hotel Macedon
BOTANIC GARDENS working bee

every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BRIDGE CLUB Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30 
St Mary’s Church

Hall, Woodend 5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB Various locations Tel 5428 3490 or 5427 0888

CANASTA

CLUB 1.30pm every Mon except first Mon of month

Parish centre (behind St Pauls Church, Gisborne)
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP last Wed of month 
MRH
1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CAR CLUB
CARERS GROUP (Mac Ranges) 2nd & 4th Thurs, 1pm Woodend RSL

5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Wed 9am 
Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB
Wed & Sat 10am
Dixon Field
CWA GISBORNE
2nd Monday 10am
Gis Secondary College
CWA MACEDON
3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm 
662 Mt Macedon Rd

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE 2nd Tues 9.30am Scout Hall, Daly Res
FILM SOCIETY 2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House 5427 2323

FLY FISHING CLUB
4th Wed 7.30pm
MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB
2nd Fri 12 noon
Gisborne Golf Club
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK Working bees 3rd Sun 10-noon

GARDEN CLUB
2nd Wed various venues
0424 038 474
GENEALOGY GROUP 4th Thurs 7.30
Family Hist Rm, Library
GIRL GUIDES
Thursdays 5pm 
Gis Comm Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS
Tues 7.30pm
Holy Cross PS

Liv, Wil, and Jax Jacobson and Ella, Harry and
Tom Hurst enjoy a bike ride together around Tony
Clarke Reserve at Macedon .

Make your own 'fruit and veg animal'
For National Nutrition Week 12-19 October, Cobaw
Community Health invites kids in the Macedon Ranges
to create their own animal made from healthy fruit and
vegetables. Send us a photo of your child’s creation
along with their name and age, and the top photos will
be shared on our social media pages during National
Nutrition Week. A fruit and veg box from the Macedon
Ranges Farmers Market Online will be awarded for the
animal judged the most creative.
Submit your entry to jenny.cowan@cobaw.org.au by
5pm on Thursday October 8.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY   open Wed 10am-4pm
Court House
JPs SIGNING STATION Thursdays 1-3pm GREAT office Hamilton St
LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am

LIONS CLUB

First Thursday of month 7.30pm

247 Station Rd

MARTIAL

ARTS
Thurs from 5.15pm
St Brigid’s Hall
MASONIC LODGE
2nd Thurs 7pm 
Masonic Hall Aitken St
Wed 6.30pm
Sankey Reserve
MASTERS AFL   

MEN’S SHED BARBECUE Last Mon 12.30pm 
Lyell Street
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC 1st Tues 8pm
Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N MORE
2nd Tues 10am-noon 
Uniting Church
MUMS’ GROUP
2nd Mon, 9.30-11.30am

49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB
PARKINSON'S SUPPORT

Sun 9am 

Riddells Rec Res

2nd Wed, 1pm
Lancefield Bowling Club
PETANQUE
2nd & 4th Sat, 10am
behind Caltex service

station, Station Rd, Gisborne
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS 1st Thursday 
phoenixmrac.com
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC 1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm
Riddell’s Creek

Neighbourhood House
PONY CLUB Bullengarook 1st Sunday
Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne
1st Sunday
Robertson Reserve
PROBUS
1st Thurs 10am
Masonic Hall

QUILTERS (Gisb)
RAMBLERS

Wed 7pm

Room attached to Gisb Library

Fridays 9.15am
Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY (Gisborne) Tues fortnightly,6.45for7pm WineO'Clock,50AitkenSt

(book 5428 4483 by 1pm Mon)
(Macedon Ranges) 1st & 3rd Monday Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING GROUP Tues & Thurs 6pm, Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
RSL
1st Mon 2pm Hall at 247 Station Rd 5428 2233

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)

SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP

Tues 11am
Tony Clarke Res
Wed 12 noon Rec Reserve Bullengarook

TABLE TENNIS

Wed 7.30pm  Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB 2nd Sat 5pm Gisborne Aquatic Centre
TOY LIBRARY
Every Sat 10-11am; first & third Wed, 8.45-9.30am,
second & fourth Fri 9-10am
71 Robertson St
U3A
Mondays 10.30amMRFEC
ULYSSES GROUP
3rd Tues 6pm
Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY

Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park; Meetings last Friday 7pm at Steam Park
WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House
WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12 Riddell N’hood House

YOUNG VOICES

Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm  Norma Richardson Hall,
Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au

Where is it?
Old level crossing gates at Macedon railway
station.

Crossword No 5 – World Cities
ACROSS
3 Kenya
4 Finland
6 Nicaragua
8 Australia
9 Denmark
12 Jamaica
16 Andorra
18 Ecuador
19 Bangladesh
21 Chile
22 France
24 Indonesia
25 Botswana

OCTOBER 1920

Wheel enjoyment

DOWN
1 Vatican City
2 New Zealand
5 Iran
7 Luxembourg
10 Mexico
11 Switzerland
13 Mongolia
14 China
15 Canada
17 Cuba
20 Fiji
23 Tibet

From the pages of
the old Gisborne Gazette

New
members
always
welcome

KIDS' QUIZ ANSWERS
1. World Wide Web
2. Sahara Desert
3. 12
4. Earthquakes
5. AEIOU

6. 40
7. February
8. India
9. Ante Meridiem
10. 1000

Brainbusters QUIZ answers
from page 15

1. Albert
2. President John F.
Kennedy
3. Sherlock Holmes
4. William Booth
5. Rippon Lea Estate

6. Lion (55) Dog (14)
Cat (Nil)
7. When Harry met
Sally
8. 76
9. Wentworth
10. Oscar Wilde

Gisborne Gazette October 2020 39

Our home loan
specialists...
…are completely dedicated to you. And with the launch of our new
Complete Home Loan, you’ve never been in better hands.
•

Fixed or variable interest rate

•
•

Optional 100% offset account
Free online redraw

•

Loan-to-Value Ratio (LVR) tiered pricing for variable rates

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Sarah Barton on 5420 7210
or search Bendigo Bank home loans.

bendigobank.com.au
Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is current as at 7 September 2020 and may be subject to change. Full details available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11
068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_1530372, 25/09/2020

STAY HOME
Stage 3 Stay at Home restrictions are now in place for regional Victoria.
There are only 4 reasons to leave home.

Shopping for food
and supplies that
you need

Care and
caregiving

Exercise

Work and study
if you can’t do it
from home

And if you’re out
you must wear a
face covering

If you have symptoms, get tested then stay home.

For all current restrictions go to vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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