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A beautiful mural is being 
painted at Gisborne Primary 
School that will wrap around 
the building from the sandpit 
area on Fisher Street 
and up towards the new 
administration building on 
Prince Street.  
Full story page 26

Mural 
in the 
making

Gisborne Primary Parents and Friends Association president Donna Wallace (left) and acting principal Lisa Maxwell with artist Natalie Davis.
Picture: Chris Fleming

Why not start the real estate conversation...?
(03) 5428 8633

25B&C HAMILTON STREET 

GISBORNE gisborne@rtedgarmr.com.au
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Copies of the Gazette are posted to subscribers each 
month. For an annual subscription to cover postage, 
send your cheque for $29.70 to the Gisborne Gazette, 
PO Box 9, Gisborne 3437 or you can deposit online. 
Please contact Maxine on 0438 711 138.

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in the Gazette are not necessarily 
those of the GREAT Association Inc (Gisborne Region 
Events Activities and Tourism) unless acknowledged as 
such. No endorsement of products or services is implied 
by the listing of advertisers or sponsors. While every 
effort is taken in printing contributions accurately, the  
Gisborne Gazette takes no  responsibility for errors.

OBITUARIES
To submit an obituary for publication, please email 
bryanp2@bigpond.com or phone 0417 140 828. Please 
also provide a photograph for publication and restrict 
the article to about 250 words.

ABN 14301 970 177

Available at www.gisbornegazette.org.au 
and Issuu.com
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Where 
you can 
find the 
Gazette 

If you do not receive the Gazette in your letter 
box, you can collect a copy at: 
Gisborne:  Post Office, Village Shopping 
Centre, Priceline Chemist, Gisborne Medical 
Centre in Brantome Street, Coles and 
Foodworks supermarkets.
Mt Macedon:  The Trading Post.

Macedon:  Post Office and United Service 
Station on Black Forest Drive.
New Gisborne:  Baringo Food & Wine, Station 
Road;  Cafe at 3 Ladd Road, industrial estate.
Riddells Creek:  Newsagency.
Woodend:  Coles supermarket.

advertising

MEMBER 2023

Supported by Macedon Ranges Shire Council

For advertising sizes and rates, please see our 
website, www.gisbornegazette.org.au

From the Editor's desk

Gisborne Olde Time Market
Sunday 

5 February
For more information, call 0431 563 566 
or go to www.gisborneoldetimemarket.org.au

A  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINEA  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINE

JPs available
Every Thursday 12 noon to 2pm
at the GREAT (Gisborne Region Events 
Activities &Tourism) office, 23 Hamilton 
Street, Gisborne.

The Gisborne Gazette acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the country 
upon which we live and work. We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community 

and pay respect to elders past, present and emerging.

Merinda Norman has been 
delivering the Gazette in New 
Gisborne for 15 years.

Merinda was born in 
Melbourne and grew up in Swan 
Hill with her siblings as her 
parents were publicans at the 
Commercial Hotel.

She met Peter at a friend’s 
30th birthday party and they were 
married in Wodonga in 1990. 

They have a son, a daughter, 
a grandson and a great-
granddaughter. Peter is employed in the rail industry 
and, in the early days, they lived in Sydney before 
returning to Victoria. They chose to live in the Macedon 
Ranges and Merinda loves the summer temperatures, 
but finds the winter too cold.

Merinda has had a varied career 
path, including working at Foodworks 
as a duty manager and Morgan’s 
IGA for 13 years. She studied for a 
certificate III and later certificate IV in 
aged care and disability and worked 
at Gisborne Oaks for six years. 

Merinda retired in 2021; then, last 
year, the opportunity arose to work 
two-to-three days a week in disability 
services and support. She thoroughly 
enjoys it. 

Merinda enjoys reading and 
has an extensive collection of diamond art which she 
has completed. Memorable holidays include rail trips, 
especially through parts of the US, where she has 
collected many magnets and shot glasses. She still has 
room to collect more.  Maxine Barker

Merinda Norman with some of her 
magnet collection.

Happy New Year! This being the first edition of the 
year, I can still say that.  

How about trying something new this year?  Many 
local groups invite new members in this edition 
including MRFEC, the photo society, local CWAs, 
choirs, walkers, U3A and the badminton club. Or 
maybe you would like to participate in Gisborne 
library’s writing and illustration challenge or the 
Gallery’s landscape art prize?  You can read about all 
these opportunities and plenty more in this Gazette.

Congratulations
Three Gisborne residents recently received honours 
for their volunteer contributions to the community 
and I extend hearty congratulations to Bryan Power 
(recipient of the 2022 Local Hero Award), Tamara 
Wilson (co-founder of local charity PS My Family 
Matters which won the 2022 Tandem Community 
award), and Sue Anderson (2023 Citizen of the Year 
in the Macedon Ranges). Congratulations also to 
Darcy Prendergast for having his short film selected 
for the prestigious Clermont-Ferrand International 
Film Festival, and Craig Lloyd for his joint songwriting 
award at Tamworth. What talent and dedication we 
have among us!

Month of memories
February will see school staff and families of school-
aged children return to (or start) the busyness and 
memory-making of a new school year. This may 
make parents of grown children wistfully recall that 
phase of their lives, as Belinda Carlton-Doney shares 
in Macedon Musings on page 28.

This month is also the 40th anniversary of the 
devastating Ash Wednesday bushfires that turned 
the lives of many in our area upside down and my 
heart goes out to anyone for whom the anniversary is 
difficult – if that is the case, please skip over the Ash 
Wednesday section on pages 20-24. With so many 
relative newcomers in the area, the pages seek to 
educate people on this highly significant event in 
local history, highlight developments in bushfire 
safety and recovery support, and hopefully energise 
anyone who doesn’t have a fire plan to make one. If 
you’d like some help to do that, I’m sure the many 
local CFA volunteers we are fortunate to have in the 
community would be more than happy to help you, 
and the CFA website has a detailed guide – www.
cfa.vic.gov.au.

Corinne Shaddock

In appreciation
Following the passing of Graeme Millar OAM JP 
last November, his wife Elaine and family would 
like to thank the many friends and community 
groups for their help and messages of support 
which has touched their hearts and will be 
remembered and treasured always.
Special thanks to Bryan Power for his article in 
the December Gazette which helped capture the 
unique story and spirit of Graeme.

Elaine Millar OAM
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In recognition of his extraordinary volunteer service to 
the community through the GREAT Gisborne Gazette, 
Bryan Power was awarded the 2022 Bendigo Bank 
Local Hero Award at the Gisborne Carols by Candlelight 
at Dixon Field in December last year.

Bryan was the founding editor of the Gisborne 
Gazette, edited the paper for 10 years from 2006 
to 2016 and is still an active part of the community 
newspaper team. 

Among his many contributions, Bryan set up the 
operating process and structure of the Gazette, got 
local clubs and columnists on board to provide regular 
reports, recruited dozens of volunteers to deliver the 
paper to letterboxes and started the Gazette tradition of 
doing the preparatory layout of editions at local schools.

Bryan has contributed countless articles and 

Local hero helped 
found community paper

photographs to the paper to keep the community 
updated on local news and events and, in recent years, 
has written feature articles on local residents, which are 
very popular. 

He has also served on the Gazette’s committee 
since its inception.

Bryan was very surprised and touched to receive 
the award — and afterwards, upon discovering that his 
family was present to witness the event. 

In his acceptance speech, Bryan said that the 
Gazette had been a team effort and many others had 
contributed to the paper’s success. 

Sarah Barton, manager of Bendigo Community Bank 
Gisborne (which sponsors the award), congratulated 
Bryan and said she was delighted to celebrate his 
exceptional volunteering to the Gisborne community.

Bryan Power surrounded by proud members of his family at the presentation.

Right: Gisborne Bendigo Bank manager Sarah Barton presents 
the local hero award to Bryan Power on 4 December.

Selfless wildlife 
warrior citizen 
of the year
Sue Anderson of Gisborne was named Citizen of the 
Year at Macedon Ranges Shire's Australia Day Awards 
on 26 January.

Sue was recognised for dedicating her life to serving 
her community and going above and beyond to help 
others. For more than 20 years, Sue has been a wildlife 
volunteer, working tirelessly to assist injured wildlife 
and support various wildlife and charity communities, 
making her an inspiration and well-known figure within 
our own community and afar. Sue is well-known to 
many organisations throughout our shire and beyond 
and is often called upon by police departments to assist 
with injured animals. 

Sue has also been a selfless volunteer in times of 
need, assisting communities during disasters without 
ever seeking recognition. Throughout her years of 
service, Sue has completed thousands of rescues, 
and her contributions to her community are truly 
immeasurable.

Friends of Daly Nature Reserve was the joint winner 
of the Healthy People and Environment Award, tying 
with Woodend Masters Football Club. The award 
recognises a group or individual who has made a 
significant contribution to promoting healthy lifestyles 
for all ages and abilities or promotes protection of the 
natural environment.

The awards were held at the Kyneton Town Hall.

Sue Anderson 
with an injured 

kangaroo 
she rescued 

last year.

1300 683 681

WANTED 
TO BUY-CASH PAID 
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL 

TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS, 
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS, 

BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES. 
PH. RICHARD 5428 2848 

0417 415 336 

DOUBLE GLAZED
REPLACE YOUR OLD WINDOWS NOW 

WITH NEW ENERGY-EFFICIENT

WINDOWS & DOORS

48 McDougall Road
SUNBURY

03 8746 9777

REDUCE ENERGY CONSUMPTION & SAVE $$$

COOLER IN SUMMER & WARMER IN WINTER

LOCAL BUSINESS & AUSTRALIAN MADE

LOW RATE PAYMENT PLANS

EVOLVEWINDOWS.COM.AU
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As readers may be aware, local thoroughbred training 
complex Macedon Lodge was acquired by Melbourne 
businessman Bruce Dixon from Lloyd Williams in July 
last year.

There will be a new direction for the property 
under Bruce’s ownership, which will begin following 
the conclusion of the current lease-back period to the 
Williams family in March this year.

With the assistance of racing administrator Mark 

The community of Gisborne and 
surrounding areas supported 
the Gisborne Festival held on 
9 December with about 4500 
people in attendance. 

The festival had a family 
atmosphere with large crowds watching 
the street parade and participating in 
the activities at Gardiner Reserve. They 
enjoyed carnival rides, live music, a 
variety of food and market stalls, a large 
range of free activities for children and 
the great fireworks display at the end.

The winner of the popular Monster 
Christmas Wheelbarrow Raffle which 
was drawn on the night was Kylie 
Williams (ticket 0104).

Prizes were awarded to those judged 

New owners plan increased activity at  Macedon Lodge 
Player and Mark Tillett, Bruce has developed a model for 
Macedon Lodge to become a standalone thoroughbred 
training centre with two to four resident or satellite 
trainers, as well as a pre-training and rehabilitation 
division. 

This means the property will become a fully 
commercial operation, as opposed to the very private 
facility that it has been for the past two decades.

Objectives for the new business include:

To offer an industry-leading workplace environment 
and focus on staff training and development

To emphasise best-practice horse care and welfare
To be a good neighbour, a good corporate citizen and 

a positive contributor to local initiatives
To achieve optimum racetrack results to grow the 

business
To welcome customers and racing fans to the property 

and promote the region.

Thursday 16 February, 7pm
Gisborne CFA, Robertson Street

The Gisborne CFA is looking for 
enthusiastic young people aged 
between 11 and 15 who are keen to 
join our Junior Volunteer Development 
Program. 

It’s an amazing way to learn new life 
skills, build self-esteem and develop into 
a fire-safe citizen, with the opportunity to 

Gisborne CFA to hold Junior 
Brigade information night

join the senior brigade at 
the age of 16 years. Our 
program is supported by 
our own senior volunteer 
cohort.

Hope you can join us 
at the information night to find out more 
about this unique volunteer opportunity.
For more information contact Di Dale, 
volunteer firefighter CFA Gisborne Bri-
gade, on 0407 277 894.

CFA

Juniors can find out about taking part in CFA activities and the path to becoming full 
volunteer firefighters.

Crowds flock to Gisborne 
Festival in December

the best participants in the 
parade. First prize was awarded 
to Our Village Family Day Care, 
second prize to 1st Gisborne 
Scout Group and third prize to 
Pacific Irish Dance School.

The Gisborne and District Lions Club 
is extremely appreciative of the 30 local 
businesses that supported the festival by 
being sponsors or providing resources 
free of charge.

While there has been a positive 
reaction to the event and the exposure 
provided to businesses that supported 
the festival, the Lions Club is seeking 
feedback to enhance the event in 
future years. Please email feedback to 
gisbornefestival@gmail.com

Our Village 
Family 

Day Care 
won first 

prize in the 
parade. 

Expert Pruning,
Design, Landscaping, 
Planting, Mowing, 
Weeding.

Reliable, 
14 years local 
experience. 
Fully Insured.

Revitalise Revitalise 
Your GardenYour Garden

Ian and Melanie Matthews 
and Trained Staff

MACEDON GARDENING

0402 46 46 00

MELBOURNE PODIATRY
G R O U P

Podiatry and Footwear

Shop 12, Nexus Centre, 19 Nexus way, Gisborne VIC 3437 PH: 1300 650 293

Flat feet Heel pain Sore Knees
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Local songwriter 
scores 
national award
Gisborne country music artist Craig Lloyd won a 
national songwriting award in January. 

Craig and co-writers Merelyn and David Carter 
were awarded best country ballad of the year for 
the song Take the Wheel, voted by the Tamworth 
Songwriters Association. The songwriters awards 
are held during the Tamworth Country Music 
Festival. 

Craig said he was extremely grateful for the 
award. “Receiving such recognition is humbling, 
and to have been presented the award in the 
presence of some of the best songwriters in 
Australia was both memorable and wonderful 
recognition for our song,” he said. 

“To have had the opportunity to collaborate on 
the writing of Take The Wheel with country music 
legends Carter and Carter is one of the highlights 
of my music journey.”

Craig's website tells the story of his 
unconventional  journey to musical success. 

He began his adult career as a police officer, 
working on the streets of London before advancing 
to Scotland Yard. 

Seeking new experiences, he moved to 
Australia, worked for the police and ambulance 
services, then the Melbourne Fire Brigade. He 
met his now wife, had a family and explored 
Australia in a caravan before settling in Victoria.

Craig's next live performance is scheduled 
for 4 February, when he will open the Whittlesea 
Country Music Festival.

PS My Family 
Matters receives 
special award
Local charity PS My Family 
Matters has been awarded 
the Service Community 
Award for 2022 at the 
recent Tandem awards. 
Tandem is the Victorian peak body representing family 
and friends supporting people living with mental health 
issues. The award recognises outstanding contribution 
to compassionate and family-focused carer support.

The organisation provides practical and emotional 
support to carers of loved ones with mental illness.    

Commenting on the award, president Tamara Wilson 
said, “I mainly want to acknowledge the volunteers 
who give a whole lot of time to support families. The 
other people I wish to acknowledge are the courageous 
carers who put their hands up and ask for help.”

PS My Family Matters is a volunteer organisation 
offering peer support to local carers. Following a recent 
cut in funding, the charity needs more peer-support 
volunteers and committee members to maintain our 
level of community care. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please contact Tamara on 0475 269 965. 
Mental health first aid training is offered to all volunteers.

PS continues to run ‘coffee for carers’ at 10.30am 
on the first Tuesday of the month in Gisborne and the 
third Thursday of the month at the Social Foundry in 
Kyneton.

If you need immediate support or assistance, contact 
Lifeline on 13 14 11.  Mike Hamer

Tamara Wilson (second from right) receives the award 
from the chair of Tandem, Peter McKenzie, and executives 
Katherine Whetton and Marie Piu (far right).

Local film lands 
major festival 
Gisborne filmmaker Darcy Prendergast’s short new 
documentary Strange Beasts has been selected for 
the world’s largest and Oscar-qualifying short film 
festival, the Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film 
Festival in France. The festival is being held from 27 
January to 4 February.

The roughly 10-minute film tracks the meteoric rise 
and fall of the Bacchus Marsh Lion and Tiger Safari, 
as seen through the eyes of Darcy’s father, Ron 
“Prenda” Prendergast — a then 17-year-old big cat 
keeper at the park. 

Operational through the 1970s and '80s, the 
park at its peak was one of Victoria’s biggest tourist 
attractions, before becoming one of its greatest 
mysteries. It has been described as the Australian 
version of the Netflix series Tiger King.

“At the heart of the story are the very real times 
Dad almost died,” Darcy said. “You sort of realise, 
me making this documentary at all, is somewhat of 
a miracle.”

Darcy hopes to screen Strange Beasts in Australia 
later in the year.

Darcy Prendergast. Picture: Josie Mackerras.

Craig Lloyd Picture: supplied

• Over 20 years’ experience 
servicing pools and spas in the area.

• Maintenance, pumps, filters, 
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.

• Specialising in water and energy efficient 
technologies.

Mobile pool and spa service

Call Daniel

0416 289 898
dan@smartpoolservices.com.au

Designs Caddick 
Building Designers 
Registered Building Practitioner 

www.caddickdesigns.com.au 

 Building Advice 
 New House & Extension Designs 
 Commercial & Industrial Design 
 Planning Permit Processing 
 Energy Rating & BAL Reports 

Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges 
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Living and working locally you 
are Bound to Love what we do

Buying or selling in the Macedon Ranges?  
We are bound to help you achieve success.

Macedon Ranges

Also servicing  Castlemaine  |  Daylesford  |  Toorak  |  South Yarra  |  Prahran  |  Windsor  |  Albert Park  |  Port Melbourne boundrealestate.com.auVisit

Lynne Payne

0479 068 228 
lynne@boundrealestate.com.au

Rhys Nuttall

0438 383 221 
rhys@boundrealestate.com.au

Thinking of selling your property?

boundrealestate.com.au

—  Vendors Andy & Vicki, realestate.com

We were excited to list with Rhys’s new company and knew instantly that we would be 
in good hands. We can’t say enough about Rhys as a person and agent that we trusted 
wholeheartedly. Rhys’s integrity and honesty is second to none and he supports you 
every step of the way, including tips that made a huge difference to our property. His 
enthusiasm and passion were as though he were selling his own home. Sale in 3 weeks, 
happy vendors, happy purchasers. Don’t look anywhere else, Rhys is the best!”

Book an appointment now 
with our leading agents

Text message appraisal sent 
direct to your mobile

Market report for  
your property and suburb

Rhys Nuttall

0438 383 221
rhys@boundrealestate.com.au

Environment and 
Healthy 
Landscapes events 

ENVIRONMENT
RABBIT CONTROL WORKSHOPS
Are you having problems with rabbits 
on your property? You are not alone. In 
this field activity, we will listen to a rab-
bit control expert and explore potential 
control techniques. 

Bunnies in my backyard: 
Sunday 5 February, 9:30am-
11:30am,  Magnet Hill, New 
Gisborne.

Bunnies on the farm: Sunday 12 Feb-
ruary, 9:30am-11:30am, Lancefield 
Closed Landfill (Approx. 500 metres 
along Baynton Road, heading north 
from Three Chain Road).

GRAZING AND FARMING 
DISCUSSION GROUP
Friday 24 February, 6:30-8:30pm, 
Romsey. 
The council's Private Land Conserva-
tion Officer, Jason McAinch, will dis-
cuss how the Romsey property owner is 
grazing within their context as a trading 
cattle operation. Participants will learn 
from each other and discuss the situa-
tions on their own properties.

This course is offered to local land- 
holders of two to 20 hectares with graz-
ing livestock (horses, sheep, cattle,  
alpacas, etc). 

The course has been designed to as-
sist land managers to improve their skills 

Cool Changes: 
Macedon and
Mt Macedon 
Congratulations to Macedon and Mt 
Macedon residents for recently devel-
oping a Community Climate Action Plan. 

The plan shows different ways we 
can perform local climate action. Eleven 
actions were prioritised, ranging from 
community infrastructure projects such 
as secure, covered bicycle storage 
at the train station to encourage an 
increase in active transport; community-
led sustainability workshops to increase 
connections to people and place; and 
community-led energy solutions such 
as neighbourhood batteries. 

The plan was created by the 
community and will rely on the 
community to implement the actions. If 
you are interested in getting involved, 
contact Justin Walsh at juwalsh@mrsc.
vic.gov.au.

The council was proud to join 
Macedon and Mount Macedon 
Community House in the design and 
delivery of this project. We would like to 
thank the committee for their enthusiasm 
and ease in which they organised 
the use of the community house for 
workshops. We would also like to thank 
CWA Macedon for providing delicious 
dinners throughout evening workshops.

To read the plan visit, www.mrsc.vic.
gov.au/cool-changes.

Introducing Cool-ER 
Changes
Join the council in the launch of Cool-
ER Changes: a project that will create 
a collaboratively designed council 
and community Climate Emergency 
Response Plan.

From renewables to regenerative 
agriculture, from future-proofing 
community sport to the liveability 
of our homes, this plan will cover 
all things climate change and needs 
your input.

The launch will be held from 7pm 
to 8:30pm on Thursday 2 March 
at Kyneton Town Hall. Celebrate 
grassroots climate action and learn 
how you can get involved in the 
creation of the plan.

Following the launch, there will be 
six workshops:
● Nurturing Nature – Thursday 16 
March
● Climate Ready Communities – 
Thursday 30 March
● Post-Fossil Fuels – Thursday 20 
April
● Health & Wellbeing – Thursday 4 
May
● Waste and Circular Economy – 
Thursday 18 May
● Adaption and Emergency 
Response – Thursday 1 June. 

For more information visit mrsc.
vic.gov.au/Cool-ER-Changes.

and knowledge about grazing livestock, 
resulting in an increase in soil carbon 
and perennial pasture species, including 
native species. 

For more information and to register, 
please go to mrsc.vic.gov.au/healthy- 
landscapes.  

HEALTHY LANDSCAPES
Small Property Grazing course
Starts Friday 24 February, 2pm-6pm; first day in Malmsbury.

Understanding if 
you are eligible for  
Home Care Package 
Home Care Packages support older 
people with more complex needs to live 
independently in their own homes. This 
can include help with household tasks 
and personal care, equipment, minor 
home modifications, meals and clinical 
care such as nursing, allied health and 
physiotherapy services.

The council is holding free informa-
tion sessions for older residents, their 
families and/or carers to help explain 
how Home Care Packages work; who is 
eligible to receive them; and where you 
can access the information and support 
you need to get the most out of a Home 
Care Package.

Sessions are
● Monday 13 February, 10am-12 noon,  
Kyneton Mechanics Institute.
● Friday 24 February, 10am-12 noon, 
Riddells Creek Community Centre.

Bookings are essential — contact 
a member of the Healthy Ageing 
Engagement Team on 5422 0333 or 
HealthyAgeing@mrsc.vic.gov.au

POLLINATORS ON YOUR FARM
Who, where and what do they do?
Tuesday, 28 February, 7:30pm-8:30pm, 
online webinar.
We will discuss which insects (and some 
other animals) pollinate flowers and pro-
vide other ecosystem services that keep 
your farm healthy and productive. Find 
out who they are, where they live, what 
they like to feed on and what they need 
to survive. This event is partnered with a 
farm walk on 5 March in Sedgwick.

To find out more about the rabbit, 
grazing and farming and pollina-
tors workshops, and to register, 
visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/environment-
events. 
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PRIVATE HEALTH        NDIS           DVA         WORKCOVER          TAC         MEDICARE   

Skin and Nail Problems       Nail Surgery       Diabetes Assessments           Sports Injuries
Orthotics and Footwear        Foot Pain           Foot Ulcers and Wounds       Children’s Feet

PPhh::  11330000  4444  7777  6633  ((  11330000  GGIISSPPOODD  ))

Gisborne Podiatry
SHERIDAN GILBERT– PODIATRIST

18 Brantome Street (inside Priceline)

Ph 1300 44 77 63 (1300 GISPOD)
Skin and Nail Problems, Nail Surgery, Diabetes Assessments, Sports Injuries, Orthotics andFootwear, 

Foot Pain, Foot Ulcers and Wounds, Childrens Feet
We have video conference call facilities.

Call and make an appointment.

Providing financial services you can trust since 1973.

nixon financial services pty ltd

Gisborne Office: (T)  5428 0123,  23A Hamilton Street.
SunburyOffice: (T) 9744 2400,  19 Evans Street. 

Joel PlowmanBob Nixon Michelle Abela

Kindergarten casual 
job opportunities
Have you thought of a career in 
Early Childhood, or are you currently 
working in Early Childhood and 
want to work locally in sessional 
kindergartens? 

Casual work is available for full 
days or part days during school 
terms for Educator Certificate 
Three qualified, Educator Diploma 
qualified, and Early Childhood 
Teachers. Lots of shifts available!

To find out more or to apply visit 
mrsc.vic.gov.au/jobs. 

International 
Women’s Day
Cracking the Code: Innovation for a 
gender equal future
Join Macedon Ranges Shire Council in 
celebrating International Women’s Day 
at the Kyneton Town Hall on Wednesday 
8 March at 10am. 

The free event will bring together local 
leaders, artists and changemakers with 
keynote speaker Antoinette Braybrook, 
2022 Melburnian of the Year. 

Antoinette is a proud Wurundjeri 
and Kuku Yulanji woman, CEO of Djirra 
and co-chair of First Nations-led justice 
coalition Change the Record. She is a 
strong advocate for the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community and 
has been recognised both locally and 
internationally for her leadership and 
contribution to gender equity.

Enjoy music from local artists Sage 
Roadknight, finalist in the world’s first 
Environmental Music Prize 2022, and 
Rhi Winchester and her all-girl band. 
Bookings essential. Call 5422 0216 or 
email comdevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au.

Register your spa 
and swimming pool 
Do you have a swimming pool or spa 
on your property, or plan on building or 
buying one?

Because pool and spa safety is of the 
utmost importance, the law now requires 
you to register your swimming pool or 
spa with the council and supply us with 
a Certificate of Barrier Compliance.

An inspection of your pool or spa 
barrier can be carried out only by 
a registered building inspector or 
registered building surveyor. Failure to 
register or submit a current certificate 
within your allocated timeframe could 
result in penalties. 

Please remember that you are 
required to supply a new certificate 
every four years. You can register and 
submit the certificate online or via post. 
Learn more at mrsc.vic.gov.au/pools-
and-spas or call us on 5422 0333.

Help fight 
cancer by 
supporting 
Relay For Life
The Lancefield Relay For Life is 
a Macedon Ranges event run to 
support those who have cancer 
and to raise funds for the Cancer 
Council of Victoria. 

The money raised is used by the 
Cancer Council to fund research, 
the provision of services to those 
affected by cancer and to support 
the advocacy work of the Cancer 
Council. The Lancefield event has 
raised about $1,500,000 to date.

Lancefield Relay For Life has 
been fortunate in having had over 
the years dedicated participants, 
many of whom have been with the 
event since its early days. However 
COVID and having to cancel one 
relay means we have lost some 
of our supporter base, like many 
organisations, and we now need to 
rebuild and reenergise the relay. 

You can help the Cancer Council 
of Victoria and those who have 
cancer by becoming a part of the 
Relay For Life 
on Saturday 
4 March from 
11am to 9pm 
at Lancefield 
Park, Chauncey 
Street. 

For more 
information and 
to become a 
participant, see 
relayforlife.org.
au.

Celebrate
Remember
Fight Back

Keen participants 
last year.

Dance enrolments 
open
Dance classes are held at Gisborne 
Community Centre and the Buffalo 
Sports Stadium in Woodend.

Tiny Tackers dance classes are 
for pre-schoolers aged 2-5 years and 
include ballet, tap and jazz. 

Studio2 MIX dance classes are for 
school-aged students from 6-12 years 
with a mix of ballet, tap and jazz in the 
1-hour class. 

Studio2 Hip Hop classes and Tap 
classes are held on Thursday afternoons 
for 8-12 years and 13-18 years.

For information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
dance.

Active Kids sports 
program 
Learn correct sporting techniques 
and skills to develop confidence and 
knowledge of sport. Children use a 
range of equipment from soccer, netball, 
hockey, basketball and more. Children 
learn skills for catching, rolling and 
throwing in a relaxed, fun environment. 

Sessions are held from 10 to 
10:45am on Wednesday mornings 
at Buffalo Sports Stadium, Woodend 
for children aged 2-5 years. Parent/
guardian participation is required.

Kindagym
Held in the stadium, this program is 
based on developing motor skills, 
confidence, balance and social skills. 
Kindagym is a structured class with free 
play options for children to explore the 
array of equipment on display. Parent/
guardian participation is required.

Sessions are held on Fridays at 
Buffalo Sports Stadium, Woodend:

10-10:45am for 1-3 years
11-11:45am for 4-5 years
Costs per program: Casual visit 

$11.25 (EFTPOS only) or 10 pass 
$101.20 (six months expiry). 

For more information call 5427 3411 
or email buffalo@mrsc.vic.gov.au.

Kick off 
the year 
with kids’ 
activities

dance climb

roll
jump

run

play

catch
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Gisborne CFA Brigade is hosting an Emergency Ser-
vices and Community Showcase to provide a unique 
opportunity for our community to meet their volunteers, 
browse their ‘state-of-the-art’ equipment and appliances 
and learn about community resilience with a range of 

information stands available to assist.
All local emergency services are collaborating on the 

event and will be in attendance, and a sausage sizzle 
will be provided by Gisborne and District Lions Club.

Look forward to seeing you on the day.

Happy New Year, everyone. 
We look forward to continuing 
to support our community with 
scholarships, grants and spon-
sorships, and thank everyone 
who banks with Bendigo Bank at Gisborne branch for 
making our support programs possible.

We are pleased to be sponsoring Melanie Jorgensen 
to participate in the Loddon Murray Community Leader-
ship Program this year, the fifth local adult we have sup-
ported to do so since 2018. Melanie is the founder and 
chair of Lachy’s Reach, a youth mental health charity, 
and the chair of Macedon Ranges Suicide Prevention 
Action Group, and is keen to develop her leadership 
skills and connections through the program. 

The board and staff of Community Bank Gisborne 
hope the program is a rewarding experience for Melanie 
personally and professionally, and look forward to hear-
ing about her learning journey this year.

Our tertiary scholarships closed on 27 January, and 
we look forward to supporting a number of local stu-
dents in their transition to tertiary studies this year. 

The autumn grant round will be opening soon (details 
next month) and we invite community groups with any 
grant-related questions to contact our community en-
gagement officer via mrcepublicrelations@gmail.com. 

The board is always interested in new ways that it 
can help make Gisborne, Macedon and Riddells Creek 
even better places to live.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & COMMUNITY 
SHOWCASE 

Sunday 26 February 
Jacksons Creek Reserve (next to 
Gisborne Adventure Playground)

Melanie Jorgensen (left) with Erin Mckinnon, chair of 
the Community Bank Gisborne board’s Marketing and 
Community Investment Committee.

News from Community Bank Gisborne

Visit Emergency Services & Community 
Showcase on February 26
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New crime statistics for the Macedon Ranges 
have been released and it’s incredibly pleasing to 
see a significant decrease in motor vehicle thefts 
compared to pre-pandemic levels in 2019. Police 
will continue to do their bit by actively targeting 
car thieves with regular patrols in the Macedon 
Ranges area and monitoring recidivist offenders, 
however the community also has a role to play in 
preventing vehicle crime.

While it is extremely positive to see a decrease 
in thefts, we are reminding community members 
to stay vigilant, always lock their cars, ensure win-
dows are shut and keep valuables out of sight – 
even if you’re just popping into the shops to buy 
groceries or a coffee on your way to work.

It only takes a second to lock your car, but it is 
a lengthy process to replace your phone, ID, credit 
cards and car itself.

Vehicle theft impacts people’s sense of safety. 
That’s why we are so determined to address it.

Macedon Ranges Police will be running a Lock 
it, Leave it Operation over the next month to sup-
port the Crime Stoppers initiative ‘You’ve Been 
Checked’. The ‘You’ve Been Checked’ campaign 
encourages car owners to break the habit of leav-
ing vehicles unlocked and valuables on display.

Police will continue to patrol the Macedon 
Ranges area including Gisborne, Macedon, Rid-
dells Creek and Woodend.

The most common items stolen from vehicles 
include cash and personal documents, car acces-
sories, power tools, mobile phones and laptops. 
Theft of personal documents can also lead to iden-
tity theft.
Some key statistics:
Vehicle theft – year ending September 2019, 92 
vehicles stolen; 2020, 76; 2021, 60; 2022, 65.
Theft from a vehicle – year ending September 
2019, 218 offences; 2020, 140; 2021, 124; 2022, 
125

Compared to pre-pandemic levels in 2019, an-
nual thefts to September from a motor vehicle de-
creased by 42% in 2022 and motor vehicle theft 
decreased by 29%.

Year-on-year motor vehicle offences remained 
relatively stable compared to 2021.

Former Gisborne resident Wendy Hebbard has 
launched her latest book, Geelong to Gallipoli – and 
Back. 

At a launch held at the Woodend Library in Decem-
ber, Wendy spoke about her uncle, Roy Gollan, a jour-
nalist at the Geelong Advertiser and The Argus in Mel-
bourne, who sent back news reports and letters from 
the battlefields of World War I. 

The book is a collection of letters from Geelong 
soldiers writing home from the front, as well as news 
reports and letters from Roy Gollan and his younger 
brother Bert, who was also a volunteer. The book is 
peppered with photographs and pen-portraits of some 
of the soldiers featured. 

The soldiers’ letters tend to speak in breezy and un-
derstated terms of the fighting, and talk about the fates 
of various friends and acquaintances and sometimes 
adventures they have been able to undertake in their 
off time, or while recuperating at the various military 
hospitals around Europe. Most adopt a stoic approach 
but the reality of the conditions in which they find them-
selves is clear.   

This collection of letters is from soldiers who lived in 
Geelong, where the Gollans lived and where Roy Gol-
lan sent his reports back to, but they are also univer-
sal; readers do not need to be familiar with Geelong 
to appreciate the experiences they describe and to be 
moved by the fate that befell some of these young men 
– many of whom were still just boys. 

One audience member at the launch quoted mov-
ingly the words spoken by Turkish leader Kemal Ataturk 
after the war: “You the mothers who sent their sons from 
far away countries wipe away your tears. Your sons are 

POLICE  BEATPOLICE  BEAT
with Acting Inspector 
Amanda Cohen

Macedon Ranges Local Area Commander

Gallipoli book launch a success

Wendy Hebbard with a copy of her book.

Wendy 
reads from
the book 
at the 
launch.

now lying in our bosom and are in peace. After having 
lost their lives on this land they have become our sons 
as well.”

From Geelong to Gallipoli - And Back is available via 
online book retailers.       
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Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage

Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon

By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr  $90       ½ hr  $55

Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted

 

 

 
 

 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping & Payroll Services 

 Corporate and Administrative Services  

 

17 Nicholson Street 

Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

 

 

 

General Maintenance & Repairs

Odd jobs & Repairs

Garden & Light Landscaping

0401 799 882

Local Handyman Services

www.handyfix.me     
Andreas

Happy New Year everyone, now enjoying a bit of 
summer.

February's Movie in
the Library is quite 
appropriately Oranges 
and Sunshine and 
will be shown on 
Wednesday 8 February 
at 1pm. Bookings are 
required as seats are 
limited, so get in early; 
either book online 
(goldf ie lds l ibrar ies.

com) or call the friendly Gisborne Library staff.

Don’t forget to get 
your entry into the Gis-
borne Writing and Illus-
tration Challenge which 
closes on 27 February. 
Entry forms are online 
(www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/
gisbornechallenge) or 
at the front desk of the 
library. 

Goldfields Libraries has new library cards with four 
gorgeous new designs to choose from. These cards 
were designed by local children as part of our ‘design a 
children’s library card’ competition. They were initially 
meant to be just for kids, but we loved them so much 
that we decided to make them available to everyone. 
Thank you to all the children who entered the competi-
tion and to everyone who voted online and in our librar-
ies. We had over 200 fantastic entries and almost 2000 
votes. And the votes were close! 

The new cards are available for all new and existing 
members. Existing members over 18 will have to pay a 
small fee of $3 to switch to a new card, but we reckon 
it’s totally worth it.

Please share the information that the library has NO 
FINES, we simply would like any outstanding items 
back, especially if they were borrowed in early 2020. 
Thank you.

Georgina Harvey

Macedon Ranges Further 
Education Centre (MRFEC 
– we say Mr Fec) is starting 
term one courses this month 
with enrolments open online or pop into the office. On 
offer are more than 45 courses with more to be added. 

While MRFEC offers a range of courses for lifelong 
learning and to build employability skills, we receive 
feedback from our students about how important they 
find attending our classes for their own mental health, 
wellbeing and feeling connected to others. 

“For many people, this is their key social outing for 
the week…”

“I didn’t realise how isolated my life had become until 
I started the course, now it’s the highlight of my week, a 
small group of like-minded friends who have no agenda 
other than their own creativity.”

MRFEC offers a wide range of courses and work-
shops and is also a friendly welcoming space to meet 
people and be part of our vibrant community. 

For people interested in photography at any level, we 
have a new group starting called Gisborne Photowalk 

Happy New Year! We had a great end to last year with live music 
in partnership with Ranges Music Events. It was fantastic to have 
talented young musicians performing on the last day of school fol-
lowed by some cruisy tunes at our Artisans Market. 

Huge thanks to all our supporters in 2022, in particular the 
Mount Macedon Trading Post who raffled a giant panettone and 
donated the proceeds so we can continue to build a place of con-
nection and activity in the heart of the Macedon and Mount Mac-
edon community.

Coming events:
Playgroup started on 25 January (open age) and is meeting 

Wednesday mornings with a view to expand to other days with 
interested families. Email playgroup@mmmcommunityhouse.org

Introduction to Permaculture course, in partnership with 
Macedon Ranges Further Education. 10am-3pm Sundays 12 
February to 5 March. Enrolments close on 7 February.

Please register interest via MRFEC (call 5428 3799 or email 
enquiries@mrfec.net.au)

House hire: Please contact us if you wish to hire the House for 
community activity, classes, meetings or children’s party. 

Volunteer:  Please contact us to get involved in any way, big 
or small. We are 100% volunteer run and would love some extra 
hands on deck.    Samara Hodson

What's on at 
Gisborne Library

Gisborne Writing 
and Illustration 
Challenge
Categories include poetry, short story, 
creative writing, cartoon or manga strip 
and book cover design.

For more information and entry forms, 
visit Gisborne Library at 8 Hamilton 
Street, or our website below.

Entries open: Mon 19 Dec, 2022 
Entries close: Mon 27 Feb, 2023

Need  
inspiration?
Come along to our 

poetry, cartoon  
and manga  
workshops.

www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/gisbornechallenge 

Lifelong learning builds togetherness

A happy MRFEC art class student in 2022.

Club. This free club is aimed at bringing together people 
interested in meeting up for walks to take photos. The 
club will kick off its first walk on Saturday 4 March at 
10.30am. For more information go to the MRFEC web-
site, Facebook page or contact MRFEC on 5428 3799 
or enquiries@mrfec.net.au 

HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Macedon and Mount Macedon Community House 
mmmcommunityhouse.org

Zara Graham and Emily Bush sparkle at the 
Artisans Market.
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Welcome to 2023. After our Christmas 
and new year break, we are glad to be 
returning to our regular first-Thursday-
of-the-month meetings, starting with 
our meeting on 2 February. 

We finished the year with a wonderful 
Christmas lunch celebration, which was held at the 
beautiful and historic Overnewton Castle. This being 
our last gathering for the year, we also thanked some of 
our members with certificates of appreciation. 

These were given “to thank them for their dedication, 
enthusiasm and support for our Probus Club and their 
commitment and efforts in capturing and developing 
the true spirit of Probus: that is, ‘fun, friendship and fel-
lowship’ ”. The certificates were presented by our presi-
dent, George Peart; the person not holding a certificate 
in the photograph. 

If you want to learn more about the Probus Club of 
Gisborne, you are very welcome to join us on the first 
Thursday of the month in the Gisborne Community Hall 
(old Senior Citizens Room) at the Gisborne Community 
Centre at 10am. For further information, you can con-
tact our resident on 0419 610 811. 

Dianne Egan
Appreciation certificate recipients (from left): Pamela Snape, Carolyn Ciopicz, Anne Ciesielski, Gary Jones, Diane Barbie and 
Helen Thompson, with club president George Peart (third from right).

U3A members enjoy table tennis.

Latest news from Gisborne Probus Club

U3A (University of the Third Age) Kyneton is a not-for-
profit organisation open to all Macedon Ranges resi-
dents who have retired from full-time employment. It  of-
fers a range of social and learning activities.  

The tutors are dedicated volunteers who are keen 
to share their knowledge and experience. No educa-
tional qualifications are required or given, and we aim 
to make our sessions entertaining and informative. We 
also have a wide range of social and physical activities 
such as exercise classes, cycling and table tennis.  

The 2023 term starts in February and is open for en-
rolment. Courses include sessions on apartheid, poetry, 

Stay mentally and physically active with U3A 
folk dancing, french, US poli-
tics, film club, a history of prop-
aganda, tai chi and scheduled 
visits to the R M Begg Nursing 

Home in Kyneton.  
Have a look at www.u3akyneton.org.au, to see the 

full range of options offered. New members are always 
welcome and can join on the website. If you need as-
sistance Roni will be pleased to help you to become one 
of our valued members.  

Further information about U3A Kyneton, email mem-
bers@u3akyneton or call Roni on 0439 360 763.   
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www.makinglivemusic.com.au
0452 147 362

SUMMER COURSES

GROUP LESSONS

Making live music together 

GUITAR WORKSHOPS

GUITAR LESSONS 2023

Contact Melissa on 0413 871 921

Craft Corner
with Mary-Beth O’Brien

Happy new year to all the crocheters and makers 
reading this column. 

Something special for you to get the creative 
juices flowing and spark your imagination: 
if you are seeking to deepen your general 
knowledge of handmade craft (crochet, in my 
situation), try vintage patterns. You may be 
pleasantly surprised with the results. 

The extraordinary array of patterns on the 
internet, pitched at all skill levels, can be-
come bamboozling. To bridge this divide, take your 
knowledge and skills, set the computer aside and 
try your hand at a vintage pattern. Dip into the com-
puter when needed for a stitch refresher. 

Vintage patterns ground the maker in the use of 

Welcome to the new year!
   We were blessed with sunshine for the Christ-

mas stall on Mt Macedon and it was a most suc-
cessful day. We then had another stall at Bun-

nings in Sunbury to get the message out there that 
the Country Women’s Association is going strongly.

Kay organised the bags for our donation to Share the Dignity 
charity. We were able to donate 16 bags full of personal care 
products for ladies in need.

Thank you to Allison for inviting members to her home for a 
catch-up in January instead of a formal meeting. A sociable day 

was full of chat catching up on news after the 
Christmas break.

Our first meeting for the year is on Monday 
13 February at 10am at Gisborne Secondary 
College Stadium. Coffee, craft and chat will be 
the following Monday, 20 February. 

 Christine Edwards 
Christine 
Edwards

News from Macedon CWA 

2023 is well and truly with us. 
We all enjoyed a break over the festive 
season after a busy December, with our 
Group Christmas Fare in early December 

and then a few catering commitments. The 
‘Christmas Break-Up’ was hosted by one of our members 
at her lovely property. We enjoyed a beautiful lunch and 
good company — a great way to finish off the CWA year.

In March, we will attend a Macedon Ranges Group 
Conference with news from head office to set us in the 
right direction for the new CWA year.    

The Macedon branch meeting will be held on Tuesday 
21 February at 1pm at the CWA Hall on Mt Macedon 
Road, Mt Macedon. We would be very happy to welcome 
you at this meeting if you would like to find out more 
about CWA and the work we do to assist women and 
children and natural disaster relief — you don’t have to 
be a wonderful craft person or scone maker! Please call 
Anne Fyfield on 5426 2210 for more information or just 
come to the meeting.

Anne Fyfield

pattern development, construction and formation, 
instilling a historical accuracy to the project. 

Coupling a vintage pattern with a contemporary 
shade brings a modern twist to a dated style, 
achieving super cute results.  

Vintage patterns are a great source of inspiration, 
offering a wealth of information to those who 
recognise their value. 

Vintage patterns of all crafts left languishing 
in thrift shops, grandma’s library and social 
media sites (at minimal cost) can be given a 
new lease on life. 

So, go raid those shelves, boost your 
creativity and breathe some new life into a vintage 
pattern.

A reminder: the ‘Crochet & Conversation’ group 
meets on the first Monday of each month at Gis-
borne Library, 2 to 3pm. All crocheters are welcome. 

Inspiration run dry? Here's an idea

What’s happening at CWA Gisborne

A herd of giraffes 
created by CWA 

members waits for the 
Christmas stall.
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Proudly sponsored by The Gallery Mt Macedon, The Gisborne 
Singers, The Mount Players 
and Macedon Ranges Photographic Society ARTSARTS

24 FebRUARY _ 12 March
Bookings:

www.TheMountPlayers .com 

or 5426 1892

mountview theatre, 56 Smith St, Macedon

   A Play for Radio

                 Adapted for radio 

and  Directed by John Rowland

The Mount Players 

Presents

  a comedy

Adapted by 

Patrick Barlow

Nobbie Dimon and 

Simon Corble

by John Buchan

Open Wed
and Fri, 
10am to 

3pm

We are here 
to provide 
temporary 

food 
assistance 

for those in 
need

Enter via 
Heritage Way 

at the back 
of Gisborne 

Uniting Church

Enquiries
0492 850 520

Email: 
gisborneccf@

gmail.com

Are you a landscape artist or 
photographer living in the Macedon 
Ranges Shire?

The Gallery Mount Macedon 
would like to invite you to enter 

the 2023 Landscape Prize. There will be two 
exhibitions and competitions: the first in April for 
non-photographic works; and the second in May 
for photographic and digital works. 

Bendigo Bank is sponsoring this exhibition, with 
prizes of $750 for first prize, $500 for second prize 
and $250 for the people’s choice award in each 
section.

Work is to be 2D and must be smaller than 
40x50cm (landscape or portrait orientation), as 
we are limited by the space available in our small 
gallery. Landscapes can be from anywhere (not 
restricted to the Macedon Ranges).  

Shortlisted entries will be exhibited at The 
Gallery Mount Macedon. 

Entry forms and full terms and conditions are 
available at www.thegallerymountmacedon.com.
au. Applications for both exhibitions, which include 
an online entry form as well as an image of the 
entry, open on Monday 6 March and close on 
Sunday 26 March.

Players kick off with 
riotous comedy classic
Based on the 1935 Hitchcock thriller, The 39 Steps has 
been adapted as a BBC Radio play with six talented actors 
playing more than 25 characters. 

Director John Rowland, who brought 
us Too Many Crooks in 2021, promises 
to take patrons, as the live audience in a 
BBC radio studio, on a thrilling, riotous 
and hilarious journey. The play contains 

every legendary scene from the award-winning movie, 
including the chase on the Flying Scotsman, the escape on 
the Forth Bridge, the bi-plane crash and the sensational, 
death-defying finale in the London Palladium.

The play runs from Friday 24 February to Sunday 12 
March. 

Fifty per cent of takings from the 2 March performance 
at 8pm will be donated to Gisborne Foodbank. We will also 
be accepting cash and food donations in the foyer at each 
performance, so please consider this when attending. 

A play reading/information night for our second 
production, Buried Child by Sam Shepard, to be directed 
by Robert Wallace, will be held at the theatre on Friday 3 
February, with auditions running over the weekend of 11 
and 12 February. For full details on the plays and to book 
tickets, go to www.themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892 
for assistance.  

     See you at the theatre!  Karen Hunt

Gallery invites artists to enter local 
Landscape Prize

Landscape 
photograph by 

the late Ron 
Weste.

Landcape painting by Lesley Rosochodski.

These artworks 
are only intended 
as examples. For 
further information, 
contact Jo Hoyne 
on 0418 488 
582, or email 
thegalleryexhibition 
@gmail.com.
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Gisborne /Macedon 
Ranges Plumber

● Maintenance Plumbing 

● Blocked Drains

0406 171 986

www.Plumberman.net.au

ALL JOBS
Semi-Retired Builder

at Your Service
Carpentry
Painting

Tiling
Renos

x
x



x

Bruce
0402 438 844

DBU-13652

x
x

PRO HEDGE TRIMMING
Tree & Garden Services

0426 177 180
bfg3636@outlook.com

Inventi Ensemble presents The 
Enchanted Forest 
5pm, Saturday 18 February 

Winners of the Mel-
bourne Recital Centre’s 
Contemporary Masters 
Award and one of the 
most prolific chamber 
ensembles in Australia. 

Inventi will perform The Enchanted Forest, 
featuring a new arrangement of Beethoven’s 
Pastoral Symphony and Debussy’s Prelude to the 
Afternoon of a Faun, along with a world premiere 
performance of a new Australian work by Melody 
Eötvös. 

Nurse Georgie Carroll: Sista 
Flo 2.0
8pm, Saturday 25 February
Nurse Georgie is just what 
the doctor ordered! Winner 
of ‘Best Comedy Show’ at 
this year’s Adelaide Fringe 
Festival and following a sell-
out season at the Melbourne 
Comedy Festival, don’t miss 
Nurse Georgie Carroll as she 
performs for one night only at 
Kyneton Town Hall. 

Daniel Champagne
8pm, Saturday 11 March

With more than a million 
streams on Spotify for his 
song Indigo, Daniel Cham-
pagne has been praised 
for being naturally adept at 
some techniques that oth-
ers cannot master. He is 
now regarded as a leading 

light in acoustic music, with a firm reputation for 
jaw-dropping performances and making crowds 
buzz.
To buy tickets visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/buytickets or 
call 1300 888 802 (10am-4pm, weekdays).

Young Voices of Macedon finished 
2022 with great joy in singing with 
the choir of the Anglican Parish of 
Gisborne, members of the Australian 
Chamber Choir and organist John 
Giacchi in the annual Service of Readings and Carols 
at the Church of the Resurrection, Macedon. 

Our young Vivo group delighted the congregation 
with The carol of the cat and mouse, while the older 
Cantabile group performed the beautiful Ukrainian Car-
ol of the bells. The children also had the privilege of per-
forming an arrangement of King Jesus hath a garden 
by John Rutter with its brilliant organ accompaniment.

This year promises to be an exciting year of learning, 
singing, socialisation and performance for this commu-
nity children’s choir. 

Under the direction of teachers Jess Demare and 
Peter Hagen and accompanist Cathy Hutchison, the 
choir has groups for younger and older children. Chil-
dren are engaged in vocal development, musicianship, 
movement, language and part-singing in a friendly en-
vironment, with songs from classical, jazz, folk, popular, 
music theatre and opera traditions. 

This year’s repertoire includes songs by Australian 
composer Paul Jarman and the exciting new song cycle 
The lost words by noted British choral conductor and 
composer James Burton.

In December, the Gisborne Singers’ 
festival weekend Symphonia 
Choralis was a great success with 
five participating choirs performing 
a selection of their repertoire at the 
Ulumbarra Theatre, Bendigo, on 
the Saturday night. 

The big event on the Sunday 
was the collaboration of the 
Gisborne Singers (with participants 
from the other choirs) and Bendigo 
Symphony Orchestra to perform 
Beethoven’s famous Ninth 
Symphony. This was the first time 
the symphony had been performed in 
Bendigo and was a virtual sell-out. With 
world-class soloists including Teddy Tahu 
Rhodes, local mezzo soprano Kristen Leich, patron of 
the Gisborne Singers Merlyn Quaife plus tenor Michael 
Petruccelli, the performance received rave feedback. 

Singers
the

Gisborne

Members of Young Voices of Macedon at Spring Bliss festival 
at Hanging Rock in November.

Beethoven success and 2023 plans
Plans for this year include 

Mozart’s Requiem in May, our 
cabaret in July, and a December 
Christmas concert which will 
include items from a European 
tour that the choir is very excited 
to be undertaking in October.

Choir practice night is 
Wednesday from 7.30pm to 10pm 
at the Gisborne Uniting Church, 
Brantome Street, Gisborne. 

Now is a great time to join the 
choir, before we get too far into 
the year. Prospective members 

are welcome to come to practice. 
The choir is non-auditioned and the 

ability to read music is advantageous but not 
essential. Enquiries via www.gisbornesingers.org.au or 
phone 0408 156 263. 

 Alison Kinghorn

Luke Severn, musical director of both the 
Gisborne Singers and Bendigo Symphony 
Orchestra, in action at rehearsal in December.

Exciting year ahead for Young Voices 

Our first major performance for the year will be at the 
Choralfest at Montsalvat in May. Thursday 2 February 
sees our first open rehearsal at the Norma Richardson 
Hall, Buckland Street, Woodend, when interested chil-
dren and parents may come along to see and hear the 
choir in action. 

For more information, visit yvmacedon.org.au.
Dianne Gome

KYNETON TOWN HALL 
SHOWS
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Why not start the real estate conversation...?
(03) 5428 8633

25B&C HAMILTON STREET 

GISBORNE gisborne@rtedgarmr.com.au

The 2023 program for 
the Macedon Ranges 
Photographic Society 
is being finalised and 
has a variety of activities on offer: three in-house 
competition topics are set, guest presenters have 
been booked and photographic outing locations are 
being considered. 

During the break, club members were encouraged 
to keep their cameras clicking. 

Our first topic of the year is: ‘summer; travel and 
holiday’. We are looking forward to a sneak peek into 
members’ holiday destinations and hearing interesting 
stories with discussion on the subject-matter and 
camera settings used.  

At the end-of-year social gathering, the 2022 club 
winners were announced. Congratulations to Leigh 

Obituary

Joan Bourke
12 August 1929–27 November 2022

Gisborne has lost a much-loved resident with the 
passing of Joan. She was a talented, warm-hearted 
and generous person — “she never had a bad word to 
say about anybody.”

Joan came to Gisborne in 
1969 when her husband Maurie 
was appointed man-ager of 
the State Savings Bank. She 
cried on leaving the home in 
Rosanna that Maurie and she 
had built but soon settled into 
life in Gisborne and quickly 
made friends. 

Joan’s passion for arts and 
crafts led her to be very active 
in the Gisborne community. 
She ran the Wooden Horse, a 

craft and antique shop in Aitken Street, and became 
a founding member of the Buttlejorrk and Phoenix art 
groups.

Joan was born in Cobden and was one of four 
children of Greg and Kitty Gebbie. Greg was a teacher 
and the family moved from school to school several 
times. After completing high school at Castlemaine 
Convent, Joan wanted to study art in Melbourne but 
her father suggested that she follow him into teaching, 
so she became a student teacher in the State School 
in Chewton where her dad was headmaster. 

After gaining her qualifications at Bendigo Teachers 
College, Joan’s first posting was to Marysville. 
However, it was while she was teaching at Barwon 
Heads that she met Maurie. They were married in 
Ballarat on new year’s eve 1960, and started their 
family of Jane, Libby, Adam and Simon while living in 
Rosanna.

When the children were old enough, Joan returned 
to teaching and was the senior art teacher at Salesian 
College at Sunbury for 14 years. Over those years, 
Joan also created an extensive garden at the family's 
new home on 16 acres on Joseph Avenue.

The addition of grandchildren Elia, Mitchell and 
Carly to their family was a great joy for Joan and 
Maurie.

In retirement, Joan and Maurie travelled widely, 
including making trips to Africa, Asia and Europe. In 
recent years Joan’s health declined, but she will be 
remembered by her family and many friends as a 
loving, creative and stylish woman.

Following Requiem Mass at St Brigid’s on 8 
December 2022, Joan was laid to rest in Gisborne 
Cemetery.

Happy photographic society members at the December 2022 social gathering. Picture: John Spring.

Leigh Ball, winner of Best digital image 2022 
with David Rendle, a visiting judge from the 
Geelong Camera Club. Picture: John Spring.

Deborah 
Mullen, 
winner of 
best print 
image and 
the overall 
combined 
aggregate 
trophy 
for 2022, 
with club 
president 
James 
Holgate. 
Picture: 
John Spring.

Joan Bourke

New-year photographic opportunities
for keen clickers

Ball (best digital image) and Deborah Mullins (best 
print image)! 

The aggregate winners were Greg McMillan 
(digital) and Deborah Mullins (print). Deborah was 
also awarded the overall combined aggregate trophy.

Our first meeting for this year is on Tuesday 7 
February. Interested to find out more? We meet at 
Dromkeen, 1012 Kilmore Road, Riddells Creek. 
Social chats start at 7pm, with the meeting beginning 
at 7.30pm. New members and visitors are most 
welcome to attend.

The club generally meets bimonthly: on the first 
Tuesday of the month and again on the following 
Monday. 

For more information, please visit www.macedon-
ranges-photography.org.au. 

Sue Steward
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Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House ● 4 Hamilton Street

Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm ● Phone 5428 1450
e: history@gisbornemountmacedon.org.auLOCAL HISTORYLOCAL HISTORY

Part 1 – Macedon
In 1904, Patrick Callanan 
was a general storekeeper 
and grocer, selling flour, bran, 
pollard and other grains, as well 
as ironmongery, white lead, raw 
and boiled oils, crockery, boots 
and shoes, clothes lines, horse 
halters, kitchenware, soaps 
and jams. 

Tobacco brands available 
included Keystone, Two Seas, 
Victory, Nosegay and Havelock 
while teas available were 
Robur, Colombo, Kassa, Pure 
Ceylon and Good Blended Tea. 
Callanan’s slogan was “Nothing 
is won without industry”.

From 1906 to at least 1912, 
John Mitchell Prince operated 
a drapery and newsagency 
and also ran the Post and 
Telegraph office on Victoria 
Street, Macedon.

From 1915 until 1937, 
Daniel and Keating, with 
James Keating as proprietor, 
operated as grocers, drapers, 
ironmongers, wine and produce 
merchants and were also 
agents for Commonwealth 
Fertilizers.

In 1907, Henry McCashney 
and James Frith were operating 
as sawmillers in both Macedon 
and Gisborne.

William Clifford was a 
blacksmith and wheelwright 
in 1908 at the ‘Macedon 
Shoeing Forge’. By 1916, he 
was charging one shilling and 
threepence for a horse shoe 
and wrote on an invoice, “Dear 
Jack, kindly let me have a 
settlement as things are very 
bad, even if it is only £4.0.0, 

we could manage that.” It is 
interesting to note that the 
total amount owing was £7.9.9, 
almost twice the amount he 
was requesting. 

Charles Henry Oakley was 
a bootmaker and repairer 
on Victoria Street and wrote 
on one invoice, “Your kind 
attention will greatly oblige as 
things are tight.” 

Butchers W R Sutton and 
Co moved their business from 

Woodend to Macedon in 1915 
but sold up a year or so later, 
leaving Macedon without a 
butcher.

1917 saw James and 
Elizabeth Monger selling 
boots, shoes and tobacco, in 
1919 Duncan McDougall ran 
Macedon Nursery and, in 1920, 
a butcher shop returned to the 
streets of  Macedon with Martin 
Kelly advertising as a wholesale 
and retail butcher.

Commerce in the Macedons 

From 1923 until 1939, we 
know that Mrs H O’Neill had 
a general store and, by 1924, 
Henry Foreman was the autho-
rised newsagent for Macedon. 
Jackson and Scott were saw-
millers from 1924 to 1926.

James Campbell was a 
general blacksmith, farrier and 
wheelwright in 1926 offering to 
"put a new handle on a kettle for 
two shillings and nine pence". 

In 1934, two blocks of land 

were sold at Macedon for a total 
of £15 and Charles Watts was 
advertising as a wood merchant 
and contractor in 1936. 

Norman Francis Daws, who 
was running a butchery "under 
Vice-Regal patronage" in 1940, 
had trained as a printer on 
leaving school but chose to 
go into his father's butchery 
business instead.
Next month: Part 2 – 
Mt Macedon

  By Phyllis Boyd OAM

Early-to-mid-20th-century traders’ commercial documents and letterheads relating 
to the villages of Macedon and Mt Macedon give us much insight into the breadth 

and depth of the many businesses that operated, offering a wide variety of goods and 
services. During and after World War I, times were very difficult for many, as reflected in 

the comments added to some of the invoices.
Some entrepreneurial businesses combined their advertising to provide free blotting 

paper to the community at a time when pen and ink were commonplace and blotting 
paper was an essential.
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HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS
The Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical 
Society is seeking business membership from 
companies within our district. As the society is a volunteer 
organisation, we are seeking business membership to 
enable us to increase some of the services we provide 
to the community. To date, 15 businesses have signed 
up and we are currently seeking additional businesses.

The Stable behind the Court House is open from 
10am to 2pm daily, and has a new display on ‘Town 
Themes’ which includes items relating to the Red Cross, 
fire brigade and theatre groups.

We are planning to hold a Gisborne Cemetery tour in 
March or April (date to be confirmed) and will advertise 
it in local papers, shops and on the society’s Facebook 
page.  Frank Porter

The first general meeting of 
the Gisborne Genealogical 
Group for 2023 will be held 
on Thursday 23 February 
at 7.30pm in the Uniting 
Church, Brantome Street, Gisborne.

Our guest speaker, Jenny Harkness, will tell us 
more about the popular website FamilySearch. 
Jenny is always a welcome visitor to our group, as 
she has a vast knowledge of genealogy and is the 
Family Search representative on both the Victorian 
and Australasian genealogy organisations VAFFHO 
and AFFHO. 

Since her last visit, our Family History Room 
(adjoining the Gisborne Library) has become an 
Affiliate Family Search Library. This means that 
we can now access many original documents not 
previously available locally. So, if you want to learn 

The Stable behind the old Gisborne Court House has a 
new display.

These advertisers 
combined their 
advertising to 
provide free 
blotting paper to
the community

Learn ins and outs of FamilySearch
more about Family Search, join us on 23 February. 
Visitors are always welcome.

 Our Saturday Workshops will start for 2023 in 
March. These are held in the Family History Room 
from 10am to 12 noon on the first Saturday of the 

month. Please book with Lorna – 
details are on our website, www.
ggg.org.au. 

The Family History Room will 
reopen for research on Thursday 
2 February at 2pm. It will then be 
open on Tuesdays from 10am to 
1pm and Thursdays from 2pm to 
5pm.

Members are reminded that the 
annual stocktake and clean-up day is on Saturday 
4 February, starting at 9am.

Lyn Hall

Lyn Hall
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Professional Travel Adviser
Joanne McFadyen

‘We come to you’

mobile travel agents

m: 0407 432 520
e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au

www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Joanne McFadyen
Professional Travel Advisor

With over 30 years’ experience in the 
travel industry, in addition to extensive 
travel throughout the world, I have a 

wealth of travel experience and 
knowledge to offer, plus I can come to 

you to create your ultimate travel 
experience.

p: p: 1300 365 688 (Ext 672)
m: 0407 432 520

e: jmcfadyen@mtatravel.com.au
w: www.mtatravel.com.au/jmcfadyen

Discover a whole new way to travel!
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LET'S TALK TRAVEL  LET'S TALK TRAVEL  !!

Shedmen Carlo, Roger, Peter, Gunther, Doug and Steve.

Across the page you’ll see the 
results of our 2022 Christmas 
Cubby House raffle for Gis-
borne Foodbank. We sincere-
ly thank Benetas/Macedon 
Ranges Health, the Gisborne Gazette 
and In Form Osteopathy because with-

Christmas cubby just one of Shedmen's strengths
out their support we would not be 
able to contribute to our commu-
nity in such a significant way. 

More than 20 of our members 
were involved in this project, so 

excuse us if we’re still resting on our 
laurels in these early days of 2023. De-

spite this quiet approach to the new 
year, every bench has a project-in-pro-
gress on it – but there is always a way to 
squeeze another one in. 

Whatever your age, if you’ve got a bit 
of time on your hands and are looking 
for another avenue to connect with your 

community, think about joining our Shed 
or at least check us out. We’re open 
on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings at 10 Lyell Street, tucked in 
behind the sign pictured below. Drop in 
on any of those days for a tour, a cuppa 
and a chat. That’s what we do best. 

Over the past year I lost a lot of 
weight and regained a lot of my fit-
ness, but what now? I could contin-
ue to improve fitness and lose more 
weight, but it might be difficult to 
maintain such a disciplined eating 
and fitness program for the rest of 
my life and there is the risk of being 
so rigid that I end up giving up and 
reverting to old habits. 

So, 2023 is the year of maintenance 
and, more importantly, moderation.

The word ‘moderation’ can be defined 

By Julie 
Ireland

A general 
article on 

health

Everything in moderation – sounds like a good plan
as “the avoidance of excess or 
extremes, especially in one’s 
behaviour…”. Not a word I have 
ever been able to get a handle 
on, hence my fluctuating weight 
and fitness levels over the years, 
but it is time for that to change.

However, ‘moderation’ is 
tricky and open to interpretation, 
so you need to figure out how it 
can work best for you. It might 

take some trial and error to settle into a 
routine that works. My relationship with 

food is my first hurdle and it’s time to not 
view food as ‘good’ or ‘bad’. This restric-
tive mindset has led me to obsess over 
‘treat’ food in the past and sometimes 
resulted in binge eating – you always 
want what you tell yourself you can’t 
have! Same with exercise: being a bit of 
an all-or-nothing person has resulted in 
injury due to not knowing when to scale 
back exercise levels.

This is where ‘moderation’ kicks in. 
The 80/20 rule for eating is a good start-
ing point – meaning 80 per cent of cal-

ories should come from nutritious foods 
(fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, lean 
poultry and fish) and the other 20 per 
cent are saved for treats. With exercise, 
striking a balance between couch pota-
to and gym junkie is important. Ensure 
that your exercise routine is safe and 
varied (get some advice) and make sure 
you take a rest day, to give your body 
time to recover.

This all sounds pretty reasonable 
to me, so maybe I can do ‘moderation’ 
after all!  Julie
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Diabetes education 
in local region
A new diabetes 
education service 
has started in the Macedon Ranges. Run by Sunbury 
and Cobaw Community Health, the service is for adults 
who have pre-diabetes, Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes.  

Diabetes education can help with blood glucose 
monitoring and with the use of glucose monitoring 
devices. A nurse can also support the use of injectable 
insulin and discuss other medications and lifestyle 
changes that can be made to help manage diabetes.

Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health also runs 
an eight-week education and exercise group program 
called ‘Don’t Sugar Coat Diabetes’ covering topics 
such as podiatry, exercise physiology, diet and cardiac 
health. 

To find out more, call 5421 1666, email admin@sc-
chc.org.au or drop in to their offices at 12-28 Macedon 
Street, Sunbury, or Caroline Chisholm Drive, Kyneton.

Gisborne Macedon Ranges 
RSL Sub-Branch

Monthly meetings are held on the 
first Monday of every month at 
1.30pm at the RSL room, Gisborne 
Golf Course, 25-27 Daly Street, Gis-
borne. New members are welcome. 

Call 0487 278 681 or email admin@gmrrsl.
com.au for more information. 

Thank you to the men from the Gisborne Men’s 
Shed who raised $7628 for the Gisborne Food-
bank in their 2022 ‘cubby house for Christmas’ 
raffle. This brings their fundraising total for the 
Gisborne Foodbank over the past three years 
with annual cubby house raffles to $21,493!

It was great to see the Shedmen out and about in 
Gisborne every weekend in the leadup to the raffle 
draw, selling tickets and raising awareness for the 
Gisborne Men’s Shed, a wonderful organisation 
supporting men’s health by providing them with an 
opportunity to socialise with other men and to connect 
with the broader community.

The winner of the raffle was Liz Manser, and her 

very lucky grandchildren Sophie (8), Billy (5) and 
Brady (3) have been enjoying their new cubby 
that was installed at their house by the Shedmen 
just before Christmas. 

Thank you again to the wonderful men from the 
Men’s Shed and to everyone who bought raffle tickets.

The Gisborne Foodbank is open on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10am to 3pm. If you need assistance with 
food and general household items, please contact the 
Foodbank on mobile 0492 850 520, drop in on Wednes-
day or Friday, message us via Facebook (@Gisborne-
Foodbank), or visit our website, www.gisbornefoodbank.
org.au.

Julie Ireland

Amanda, Sophie, Billy and Brady Manser and their new cubby with the men from the Gisborne Men’s Shed.

There is a horizon in everyone’s lives. We carry its 
distance from the moment of our birth, and on reach-
ing it can no longer describe it. This is journey’s end. 
The final goodbye.

Those left behind are left to describe the landscape 
of grief and of the life and the death that led to that 
point. For many it is unfamiliar, and uncomfortable. 
Some fall to silence, some to distraction, some to cre-
ation. Some try to make sense of death’s grasp, oth-
ers merely to seek solace. Of all creatures we mortals 
are the only ones who can raise our emotions into an 
articulation of pain and love.

 We are, despite everything, social animals, and 
what binds us are words. Language is the bridge for 
one soul to cross to another.

 In the darkness of grief, how to reach into your 
heart and mind and extract the words, the right words, 
to define yourself in lamentation? How to do it with 
precision, and will your words be received in the same 
form as when they left you?

You have no control over it. You just hope you can 
sculpt a recognisable shape. But writing and speak-

ing of loss and trauma is not a test. It is elemental to 
being human and some tap into a well, others reside 
in silence. This, too, is elemental to being human. 
Sometimes, “No words” speaks volumes.

After the death of my son three years ago, some 
friends greeted me with those words, and an em-
brace. It was enough. I knew what they were trying to 
say; that grief is inexpressible, that coming up against 
the horizon of nothingness is beyond words.

 And yet for three years words have washed up 
onto the shore. Several weeks ago, a mother who 
had lost her son emailed asking if she could use 
some of my words as part of a memorial to her son. 
Of course, I replied. A little while later she emailed me 
back a photograph of the memorial. This is the reso-
nance of what it means to be human. We are, despite 
everything, not alone.

Grief entered the language, and thus people’s 
lives and deaths, in the early 13th century, the word 
bereave, meaning to rob, from about 900. Dictionar-
ies point to grief meaning “hardship, suffering, pain, 
bodily affliction”, deriving from the Latin “gravare”, 
meaning make heavy.

Grief can be felt not only in the loss of a loved 
one, but in losses of many permutations: of a home, a 
treasured pet, a way of life abruptly changed through 
natural disaster or other catastrophic event. 

In this month in which we commemorate Ash 
Wednesday, for some it will bring to the forefront the 
grief and trauma experienced at that time.

Sculpting grief into sentences is both blessing and 
hardship, for it is a construction of remembrance and 
love that is built on tears.

Perhaps the final words should go to Shakespeare, 
who in a wildly different context to our ordinary lives 
in Macbeth has Malcolm say to Macduff after the 
latter learns his family has been slaughtered:

“Give sorrow words; the grief that does not speak 
knits up the o-er wrought heart and bids it break.”

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS
Warwick McFadyen

Cubby house raffle a great success

Some will speak of the weight they carry, others will not 

PS My Family Matters is hosting an online information 
session on 1 March, 6.30-8pm, for carers who are sup-
porting someone with PTSD. 

This event will be held via Zoom – please email 
psmfm@outlook.com to receive a link for the event.

PTSD support
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By Bryan Power

16 FEBRUARY 1983

It was a brute of a day. By early morning 
the temperature was moving into the 

30s and was to peak at 43 degrees as a 
scorching north wind battered the state.

For the second day in a row a Total 
Fire Ban was declared. (There were to 
be 22 Total Fire Bans in Victoria before 
that long hot summer came to an end.)  
Several local people said that there was 
an eerie feeling, a sense of foreboding, to 
Wednesday 16 February.

The 1982-83 summer was always 
going to be one of severe fire conditions. 
1982 was a very dry year and hot weather 
appeared in spring with the earliest Total 
Fire Ban day in almost 40 years declared 
on 24 November. In October, fire had 
broken out in the Scout camp on Middle 
Gully Road, Macedon, and it required a 
major effort by CFA volunteers to bring it 
under control.

Because of the drought, reservoirs 
and dams were at a low level and severe 
water restrictions were in place. Woodend 
had no water in its newly constructed 
reservoir and supplies were being trucked 
into the town each day.

Fire on north Fire on north faceface  
of Mount Macedonof Mount Macedon

The first week of February was marked 
by intense heat, with record-high tem-

peratures recorded on 1 and 8 February. 
On 1 February 1983 two workmen 

were cutting a pipe at the new reservoir 
that had been constructed for the Wood-
end town supply. Sparks flew into the 
tinder-dry grass and flames were soon 
racing up the north face of the Mount, 
quickly surrounding Braemar College. 

Fortunately, there were no injuries 
to students or staff and the children 
were safely evacuated after the fire had 
passed. Seven homes were destroyed 
on the Mount and several others as the 
fire moved in the direction of Heskett and 
Cherokee. 

Crews from Macedon and Mount 
Macedon brigades were still involved 
in blacking out this large fire right up to 
the day of Ash Wednesday. It had burnt 

through 5500 hectares. However, this 
fire proved to be a blessing 15 days later 
when the burnt-out area provided a safe 
escape route from the Ash Wednesday 
fire over the mountain to Woodend, 
Lancefield and Kyneton. As the coroner 
pondered in his report: 

“What would the situation and loss of 
life have been had the fire of 1st February 
not created a fire break which actually 
formed a barrier to the further advance-
ment of this fire on the 16th February of 
this year?” 

It is very likely that there would have 
been more deaths. 

Dust stormDust storm

A huge dust storm enveloped Victoria 
 on 8 February. Hot north winds swept 

up thousands of tonnes of topsoil from the 
drought-stricken Mallee and Wimmera, 
carrying it south to collide with a dry, 
cold change. Before the wind change the 
temperature had reached 43 degrees. The 
dust cloud moved eastward and when it 
reached Melbourne visibility was reduced 
to 100 metres. The wind change was 

Sense of foreboding in the air the day 
fire burst up the Mount

Continued next page

Memories of 

ASH WEDNESDAY
Support contacts

Ash Wednesday is a fundamental part 
of our community – its past, present, 
and future. Whether we have lived in 
the area for decades or just a short 
while, the legacy of the 1 February  
and 16 February fires can be seen and 
felt when we take the time to notice it.

We may interact with people who 
lived through the fires or whose 
family or friends did. Our children 
may play in the playground at Ash 
Wednesday Park, Macedon, or we 
may meet up with friends there. We 
may drive or walk by the stained glass 
memorial window in the Church of the 
Resurrection, Macedon, or the trees 
planted in an arc around stone pillars 
in Centennial Park on the curve on Mt 
Macedon Road before it starts uphill.  

We may see the 1983 photo of Mt 
Macedon Memorial Cross surrounded 
by naked trees post-fire when visiting 
the top of Mt Macedon. Or the photo 
of the old theatre that was destroyed 
on the wall when we go to a Mount 
Players’ show at the Mountview 
Theatre.

We may hear mentions of the fire at 
local events or in articles in the papers. 
Local churches run memorial services 
or stay open longer on 16 February 
for prayer, reflection and support 

and every year local CFA branches 
organise community education 
campaigns on bushfire preparedness 
and fire safety. These are all to help 
us appreciate and learn from the 
history of fire in our beautiful, heavily 
treed area. Understanding it can help 
us become better citizens and make 
our community more resilient, and 
it is in this spirit that the Gazette is 
presenting this special section on Ash 
Wednesday.

Bryan Power has spoken with more 
than 40 people who lived through the 
Ash Wednesday fires and volunteered 
to share their experiences for a book. 

He has also done extensive 
research to gather the most accurate 
information possible on the fire itself.  
The book will be titled Recollections of 
Ash Wednesday and will be launched 
in the coming months and advertised 
in the Gazette.

A number of local events to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
Ash Wednesday are being held and 
are detailed on pages 23 and 24.

If the content of this section makes 
you feel anxious or unsettled, please 
reach out to someone you trust or the 
support services detailed on page 21.

Corinne Shaddock

The gateway installation was opened 
on 16 February 1998 by Kerry Murphy, 
Mt Macedon CFA Captain 1982-4. 
The plaque says:

On the 1st February and ‘Ash 
Wednesday’ the 16th February, 1983, 
fire destroyed much of the Macedon 
and Mount Macedon area and took 
the lives of seven residents. Mount 
Macedon Road has been planted 
and dedicated as a memorial feature 
to recognise the loss of life and the 
amenities from those fires.
A total of 427 homes were lost in 
the fires and a community, though 
shattered, immediately set about 

restoring the beauty and grandeur of 
the area. Volunteers from all over the 
nation and overseas came to assist. 
Countless hours and dollars were 
spent by the total community in its 
restoration. The Macedon Ranges 
Gateway is the community legacy to all 
those people and their efforts.
Of all the efforts, the work of the local 
CFA volunteers holds firm in the minds 
of us all.

 A quote from the stonemason, Jock 
Langslow, on the plaque says “...The 
circle in the stones, encompassed by 
the greater circle of the trees, is the life 
cycle rebirth from the ashes.”

Learning from the past

Macedon Ranges Memorial Gateway

violent, causing considerable damage to 
trees and buildings. Eight days later the 
same weather pattern prevailed when 
the Ash Wednesday fires brought death 
and destruction to South Australia and 
Victoria.

Ash Wednesday firesAsh Wednesday fires

On 16 February 1983 the CFA was 
involved in 180 fires throughout 

Victoria, several of which were ma-
jor fires. Those major fires raged in 
Branxholme and Framlingham in the 
west; Deans Marsh, Lorne, Fairhaven, 
Aireys Inlet and Anglesea along the 
south coast; Belgrave Heights, Upper 
Beaconsfield, Cockatoo, Reefton and 
Warburton in and beyond the Dande-
nongs and – close to home – in Bul-
lengarook, Macedon and Mt Macedon. 
The Victorian fires claimed 47 lives and 
destroyed over 1700 homes. 

As well, devastating fires in South 
Australia killed 28 people and destroyed 
196 homes on that horrific day. 

It was the most destructive day of 
bushfires since those that occurred on 

Black Friday, 13 January 1939, and as 
a national disaster ranked with Cyclone 
Tracey that took 71 lives in Darwin 
and destroyed 80 per cent of that city’s 
homes on Christmas Day 1974. Only 
the Black Saturday fires of 7 February 
2009 exceeded Ash Wednesday’s toll 
with the deaths of 217 people and 2029 
homes lost.

East Trentham-East Trentham-
Bullengarook-Macedon- Bullengarook-Macedon- 
Mt Macedon fireMt Macedon fire

The fire that was to cause so much 
heartbreak and destruction in our 

part of the world on Ash Wednesday 
began in East Trentham. The Victorian 
coroner, Anthony Ellis SM, established 
in his report that the East Trentham fire 
was due to power lines arcing when 
blown violently against a large mess-
mate tree on a property on the south 
side of the Trentham-Bullengarook 
Road at East Trentham. The fire  was 
reported to the Trentham Brigade at 
2.23pm. Patrick Brady, a fire spotter 
with 16 summers’ experience stated 
“The fire was incredible. I have not seen 
a fire like it in my career.” 

The drama of that observation was 
confirmed by Graham Hall, a lieutenant 
with the Gisborne Brigade, when the fire 
flashed over his truck on the Gisborne- 
Bacchus Marsh Road some hours later.

The fire burnt rapidly towards an 

area burnt out by a fire at Greendale 
five weeks before with a wind gusting 
up to 82kmh. The fire continued along 
the eastern flank of that burnt area 
towards Toolern Vale. 

There is no record that helicopters or 
fixed wing aircraft were used to “water-
bomb” this fire, presumably because 
the wind was too severe or, more likely, 
because they were being used at other 
fires that had broken out earlier in the 
day. Ian Hay of the Gisborne Brigade 
remembers there being only one tanker 
provided from outside the region to the 
Bullengarook area, and that was from 
Geelong West Brigade. “Basically, we 
were on our own,” said Ian.

Wind changeWind change

At 8.40pm the wind change arrived   
at Melbourne Airport. The wind 

direction shifted to west-south-west with 
the average speed increasing to 70kmh 
with maximum gusts to 102kmh.

With that change the relatively 
narrow front of the blaze became a very 
wide one that roared through Bullen-
garook and on towards Macedon and 
Mount Macedon – unbeknown to the 
two brigades there.

The Bureau of Meteorology had 
issued a forecast at 3.25pm that the 
wind change would occur at 10pm. At 
5.10pm they issued a revised fore-
cast saying that the wind change was 

The huge dust storm that enveloped Victoria on 8 February descends on the Melbourne 
CBD. The same weather pattern that drove the storm prevailed a week later on Ash 
Wednesday.

Beyond Blue 1300 224 636 
or www.beyondblue.org.au.  

Emergency service workers 
and their loved ones can 
also access the bushfire 
support service via www.
blackdoginstitute.org.au

Car bodies were moved to the Macedon railway station car park. Picture: Tony Fawcett

The Ash Wednesday of 1983 left me with 
some powerful memories of the great 
danger of bushfires. On the afternoon of 
that blistering day an out-of-control fire 
had been burning from about the Tren-
tham area and travelling east through the 
Lederberg Gorge in inhospitable country 
making it difficult for fire fighters to access 
this site. However, it became apparent 
that a predicted wind change of 100 km 
per hour force could come from the south, 
pick up the broad-fronted fire and send it 
towards the Macedon Ranges.

I had friends, Les and Gina Bliem, 
whose home would be in the fire path if 
this event occurred so I drove out to their 
place at the end of Forbes Rd, about 10 
kms north-west of Gisborne. As both were 
city people with no experience of bush-
fire, I decided to call in to see if they were 
concerned. When I arrived, I found that 
Les has gone off to pilot a flight to Bris-
bane so Gina and her three kids greeted 
me. I did not say too much about the fire 
near Bacchus Marsh, but did say I would 
return later that evening to ascertain if all 
was right.

I went home, kitted myself out in mostly 
woollen garments (safer in fire) and re-
turned in my old utility.

Once again sitting with Gina and her 
kids, I was about to tell her the news of 
the expected weather change when we 
heard a car racing up the drive — much 
to our surprise, we found it to be Les 
arriving home. He had reassessed the 
problems his family and home would be 
facing when he was checking his flight 
weather forecast. He was also pleased to 
see me there as well...

We got Gina and the kids out to her 
Mum’s home in Gisborne.

As all power to the water pump was 
expected to be lost we were left with just 
two buckets to fill from an open tank. The 
wind did change almost on the dot of 9pm 
and we experienced a very scary wait as 
the fire roared towards us. I realised I had 
never been so frightened in my life — my 
legs were shaking as were Les’s.

As the fire emerged from the bush we 
knew we had a fight on our hands as 
we were bombarded with horizontal fire, 
such was the wind force. When the fire 
hit we each retreated to the bathroom 
where Gina had thankfully filled the bath 
with water so we were able to immerse 
ourselves totally to give us some protec-
tion. Running to the kitchen at the rear 
of the house (furthest from the fire front) 
we each grabbed a bucket and with wet 
cloths tied over our faces, we ran soaking 
down the hall, with Les saying, “Gee, we 
will get killed if we ruin the new carpet.”

The Memorial Gateway at Centennial Park, Macedon.

Extract from the memories of 
MAURICE BOURKE, Gisborne. 
His full recollection appears 

in the forthcoming Ash 
Wednesday book

Continued on page 22
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The Calder Highway (now Black Forest Drive) proved to be no barrier to the fire 
Picture: Glenda Fisher

likely to happen at 9pm. Evidence from 
witnesses living in the Macedon area 
confirmed that this forecast proved to 
be accurate. However, this forecast was 
not conveyed to the brigades until half 
an hour before the flames hit Macedon 
and Mt Macedon so they had no time to 
organise an evacuation of the area. 

The coroner in his concluding re-
marks stated: ”there does not appear 
to be any logical reason or excuse why 
adequate warning was not given to the 
residents of Macedon.”

Many people reported being as-
sured that the fire was not posing a 
threat to Macedon. As a result of that, 
many, such as Barbara Annison on Mt 
Macedon Road were, on that hot night, 
watching on TV the snow scenes de-
picted in Doctor Zhivago and it was only 
when the power went out at 9.18pm that 
they looked outside and saw the fire. 

Others, like Brian Smith, thought 
the roaring sound was being made by 
a very long train. Mark Stafford walked 
through the bush from Alpine Avenue to 
try to detect the source of the roar. He 

Sense of foreboding the day fire burst up the Mount
from page 21

returned to his home and climbed onto 
the roof for a better view. What he saw 
were flames shooting hundreds of feet 
into air. “I was down that ladder in a 
flash,” said Mark.

People spoke of the roar as like a 
"freight train", "a jet engine",  

"a thousand jet engines". Mt Macedon 
Fire Captain Kerry Murphy remem-
bered being close to the fire front at 
Bailey’s Road west of Gisborne where 
he said, “The wind was extreme. There 
was incredible noise. You had to shout 
into the faces of your colleagues so 
they could hear you.” 

Others spoke of the flames being 
50 metres, 100 metres, 150 metres 
high; of burning embers and branches 
battering their roofs, their walls, their 
windows, their cars; of the smoke so 

thick they couldn’t see the white lines 
on the road. 

Some, like Pam Nunan, had saved 
precious possessions when evacuating 
at the time of the 1 February fire only 
to return those valuables to her home 
where they were burnt on 16 February. 

Four couples were burnt out in both 
fires.

Some, like Doug Belcher and Ian 
Julian, had minutes to warn their elderly 
neighbours. Alma Addington was 
driving through flames to the Macedon 
Hotel when she remembered her WWI 
veteran neighbour Harry Hodson and 
turned back to get him out of bed and 
to safety.

Many recalled the heat and the fear 
in the Macedon Family Hotel, as did 
those who took shelter in their cars. 

Frances Wearne was one of several 

escaping in cars who realised with 
great alarm that their cars were very 
low on petrol.

Many made great efforts to save 
their pets, but found, like Wolfram 
Steinke did, that rounding up cats can 
be an impossible task. (But cats kept 
wandering home up to weeks after the 
fire.) Leanne Smith led her horse on a 
halter through the flames from Mace-
don to safety in Gisborne. 

Many, like Annie Horton, Joan Dono-
van and Tony and Chris Fawcett, expe-
rienced the anguish of being separated 
from their loved ones, not knowing 
whether they were alive or dead. Many 
held their children and prayed. Many 
thought that they were going to die. 

Several people, such as Isobelle 
Gossip, commented that when looking 
at Mt Macedon in the early hours of the 
following morning: “It was a horrible but 
magnificent sight.”

Of the 46 people who died in the 
fires in Victoria that day, all but one 

died after the wind change.
Fourteen firefighters died in Victoria, 

but none of them while fighting the East 
Trentham-Macedon fire. Twenty-two 
Mount Macedon firefighters lost their 
own homes while they were trying to 
save the homes of others. Six of their 
cars parked outside the fire station 
were burnt.

AfterwardsAfterwards
During the next few days it was found 
that six people had died in Mt Macedon 
and one in Macedon. 

The loss of property was enormous. 
A total of 427 homes were destroyed 
in Macedon and Mt Macedon.* As well, 
shops, businesses, churches, halls, a 
school and a fire station were lost to the 
flames. 

In the days that followed, the local 
community — indeed, the whole of 
Australia — rallied to the aid of all who 
had suffered losses. This incredible 
support gave hope to the victims and 
led to most of them making the decision 
to rebuild. 

This spirit was reflected in the 
following passage published eight 
days after the fire in the Mt Macedon 
Brigade final post-fire Information 
Sheet; Captains Kerry Murphy of the Mt 
Macedon Brigade and Bill Kenworthy of 
the Macedon Brigade struck a defiantly 
optimistic stance when they wrote: 
“From the ashes it appears we will 
build a firmer and stronger community. 
Unfortunately or fortunately, it is tragedy 
that brings people closer together. And 
the saying now is that in a few months 
from now we will have one hell of a 
community.”

Ash Wednesday park, with its playground and family facilities, is a lovely green reminder 
of the regeneration and community resilience that always rises after a natural disaster.

*Figures from the day vary. This figure is from the 
memorial plaque in Centennial Park, Macedon.

For the rest of the night we feverishly 
doused any parts of the home and its 
surroundings that were burning. Each 
fifth bucket we poured over ourselves. 
Three times we extinguished fires un-
der the house. After the blaze had died 
and the wind dropped, we calculated 
we had thrown three tonnes of water 
during the ordeal. We managed to save 
the house but, sadly, the family’s five 
horses had been killed.

We had no way of communicating 
with our families and because of fallen 
trees we were not able to go to the 
township until mid-morning. We were 
both suffering agony from the ashes 
that had gotten into our eyes but count-
ed ourselves lucky to be alive.

 At the time I was the manager of the 
State Savings Bank in Gisborne and 
on that morning only one staff member 
had arrived at the bank. Most had been 
cut off by the fire or were volunteer-
ing elsewhere. One lass had lost her 
home. 

The manager of the Commercial 
Bank (now Westpac) ... kindly asked 
my one staff member if she would like 
to post a note on the door advising our 
clients to go to his bank, where, on my 
staff member identifying our custom-
ers, he was prepared to pay them on 
their signing a withdrawal form. The 
next day I sent a cheque to Westpac, 
expressing our thanks for his kindness. 

continued from previous page

Memories of  
MAURICE BOURKE 
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By Sarah Mathee
When looking to give, and support com-
munities impacted by a disaster, many 
of us are keen for our dollars to reach 
those people on the ground quickly. At 
the Foundation for Rural & Regional Re-
newal, a national charitable foundation 
supporting remote, rural and regional 
communities across Australia, we know 
how important it is to ensure support 
is available quickly where it is needed 
most, but we also know that each com-
munity will need support long after the 
smoke clears, or floodwaters dissipate.

The foundation's experience sup-
porting rural Australian communities 
for more than 20 years highlighted that 
there were often funding gaps in the 
years following disasters – when com-

Foundation supports long-term recovery after disaster
Sarah Matthee of 
South Gisborne is 
Acting CEO of the 
Foundation for Rural 
& Regional Renewal, 
and knows well that 
the need for assistance can continue 
long after the initial disaster.  
Society understands trauma and 
recovery so much better now than 
when Ash Wednesday occurred.

munity needs had evolved and new 
activities or infrastructure was required, 
but there was often less funding avail-
able. Informed by that experience, the 
foundation chooses to direct most 

of the donated funds we receive to  
medium and long-term recovery, en-
abling local community organisations to 
seek funding for the projects they know 
are important for their community’s re-
covery, when they are ready.

As an example, it has now been 
three years since the devastating Black 
Summer fires across five states of Aus-
tralia, and the foundation has distribut-
ed over $11.8 million to affected com-
munities, through nearly 600 grants. 

We’ve made grants to help upgrade 
community evacuation centres, sup-
port creative recovery, bring community 
members together, provide wellbeing 
support, encourage tourists and their 
economic stimulus back to town with 
festivals, and prepare ahead of future 

disruptions – whether that is in commu-
nity conversations about preparedness, 
upgraded infrastructure, back-up pow-
er generators and batteries, and much 
more.

The foundation is awarding grants 
to communities impacted by disaster 
every three months – projects that will 
support continuing recovery, respond-
ing to the needs that each community 
identifies is important to them. 

Ultimately, recovery is a long jour-
ney, and is different for each communi-
ty. Collectively, we need to ensure that 
support is available across the journey, 
over the long term, and that we are 
each considering what we can do to 
prepare ahead of future disruptions.

Sarah Matthee
www.frrr.org.au

Fire safety wisdom from a brigade veteran

It was a very hot dry day, and the 
weather had been hot and dry for 
weeks leading up to 16 February. Most 
of us had been on duty in some form 
for weeks ahead of Ash Wednesday, 
and we’d already experienced a fire on 
1 February. The Brigade had been busy 
monitoring smouldering wood from that 
for a fortnight. 

I came home from work at Gisborne 
Primary School and went straight to 
the Mt Macedon station to monitor a 
fire that had started in East Trentham. 
It was heading towards Toolern Vale. 
About 10pm it was obvious the wind 
had changed, and the fire’s flank 
became a very wide front and was 
heading towards Macedon. 

I noticed lots of cars heading over 
the Mount. My two daughters – Kylie 
was six and Liz was nearly two – were 
at a neighbour’s. Their grandparents 
decided to pick them up and head to 
Melbourne. 

The fire went through very quickly 
and loudly. The cars parked opposite 
the station caught fire. I worried about 
where the fire would stop but luckily it 
hit the area burnt by the previous fire 
and thankfully this slowed it down. 

A third of our members lost their 
homes and the Brigade rallied to en-
sure they were supported.

No one was prepared for this fire. It 
was really hard for people to know what 
was happening and the systems of 
communication that we really needed 

were not in place. The public were not 
aware of how a fire can impact on a 
property back then.

Thankfully a lot of things have 
changed since Ash Wednesday. 
Reviews of these fires, the Black 
Saturday fires and the death of 
firefighters in Linton have all resulted 
in marked improvements in systems 
for fire response and for community 
engagement. 

Our CFA members are better 
equipped and better trained, our 
vehicles are improved, brigades work 
in groups, safety is paramount and inci-
dent centres are set up with a focus on 
planning, resourcing, communicating 

and coordination of services. 
The public now have much better 

access to information to help them 
make plans on what to do in the event 
of a fire too.  

The building of the Calder Freeway 
has also created a fire break of sorts 
for our area, but that does not mean 
fires can’t jump freeways, as we saw 
on Black Saturday.

We will always remember the people 
we lost on Ash Wednesday, but we are 
so grateful for all the people who did 
survive. Many of them lost their homes 
and all their possessions, which is terri-
bly sad, but the important thing is they 
still have their lives. Everything else is 
replaceable. 

I think one of the big things that Ash 
Wednesday reinforced was that strong 
support from others is essential for 
wellbeing. A connected community is 
one that is resilient.

We must remember that an emer-

gency can happen at any time, and not 
just fires, as we saw with the big storms 
18 months ago. 

I encourage everyone to be alert, 
to be prepared and to make early 
decisions during the bushfire season. 
Have fire plans for different situations 
and share them with your family and 
neighbours. Keep yourselves safe 
at all times too. We have lost too 
many homes to house fires since Ash 
Wednesday, and many of them would 
have been preventable with better 
maintenance of fireplaces and their 
flues, and other basic home upkeep.

Make sure your home is fitted with 
photoelectric smoke detectors and 
check those batteries regularly. You 
won’t regret installing them but you 
may regret not doing so.

Please support your local CFA 
Brigade. New members are always 
welcome. Pop in and see us at the 
station some time.

Deb Fleming has been with the Mt Macedon CFA 
Brigade for more than 40 years in many roles, 

including Communications Officer and Secretary, and 
shared her experiences on the day and the lasting 

impact the devastating fire left.
CFA

The Cross was burnt out in the first fire on 1 February.

Commemorative 
exhibition

The Mt Macedon and Macedon Busi-
ness and Tourism Association 
(MMMBATA) will be holding a Com-
memorative Exhibition for the 40th an-
niversary of Ash Wednesday.
When: Saturday 18 February, 10am 
to 4pm. Venue: Macedon and Mt Mac-
edon Community House, 47 Victoria 
Street, Macedon. Free entry.

The exhibition is sponsored by 
MMMBATA and the memorabilia will 
be provided by the Gisborne and 
Mount Macedon District Historical 
Society.
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SPECIAL SECTION: ASH WEDNESDAY

Hamilton Street  
Vet  
 
Providing high quality, friendly, veterinary services in 
the Macedon Ranges.   49 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.

Phone 5420 7000

We have moved!

ASH WEDNESDAY COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS

“As a fire is meant for burning
 with a bright and warming flame,
 so it can bring much discerning
as we prepare once again.
Not to preach our creeds or customs,
 but to build a bridge of care,
 we join hands across ancient lands,
 finding neighbours everywhere.”

Based on a hymn by Ruth C Duck 

The 40th anniversary of the 1983 bushfires brings many 
memories of what could be considered the longest of 
all nights. As I move around the parish, I am touched, 
sometimes moved to tears, as the night events are re-
called. Memory is one of the most potent teachers and 
modifiers of community. We must listen to the past for 
signs and find ideal responses.

On 12 February, the Anglican Church of the Res-
urrection, together with the Parishes of the Uniting 
Church and St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Macedon, in 
conjunction with the CFA, will host a prayer and reflec-
tion service, beginning at 7.30pm.

Beneath the memorial window designed and in-
stalled by the late Leonard French, an evening ser-
vice will focus on the three main parts of the window:
fire, silence, renewal.

The memorial window stands at the height of 10 
metres and a width of three metres. It is a stunning work 
in the evening light – moving, engaging, and different 
every time you view it.

On the evening of 
16 February, the CFA 
will host a barbecue in 
Centennial Park. The 
church will be open un-
til darkness falls.

The Uniting Church 
on Mt Macedon will 
hold a prayer service at 
7pm.

The hymn says, 
“we join hands across 
ancient lands, find-
ing neighbours ev-
erywhere.” This is a 
time for all neighbours 
to reach out, share,  
remember and renew.

The beautiful memorial window 
by the late Leonard French. 
Picture:  Dennis Webster.

Left: Mt Macedon Uniting Church after the Ash Wednesday 
fires, and above: the rebuilt church today.

A commemoration service will be held on Thursday 
evening, 16 February, at 7pm in the Mt Macedon 
Uniting Church on the 40th anniversary of the dev-
astating bushfires that swept across much of Victo-
ria and South Australia on 16 February 1983.  

The Reverend Dr D’Arcy Wood will lead the 
service, with the chair of the Presbytery of Port 
Phillip West preaching.

The Uniting Church on Mt Macedon was one of 
the 400 buildings destroyed in Macedon and on Mt 
Macedon on that day. While seven people died in 
Macedon and on Mt Macedon, no-one from the con-
gregation died. Only the stone walls of the church 
remained after the fire. Insurance was insufficient 
to rebuild. 

Mt Macedon Uniting Church special service
With faith and drive, the minister, the Reverend 

Graham Hall, and congregation decided to rebuild. 
Massive support poured in from congregations, in-
dividuals and organisations across the state, Aus-
tralia and internationally. The rebuilt and extended 
church complex was reopened just 14 months later. 
Many of the furnishings were donated by other con-
gregations.

The congregation continues to thrive and the ‘lit-
tle church on the mount’ remains a beacon of resil-
ience and hope for the community. A warm welcome 
is extended to everyone to join us as we remember 
and reflect, especially those closely associated with 
events on that terrible day 40 years ago.

Neil Tweddle, 5426 2045 

A multi-denominational service and community 
gathering to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
Ash Wednesday are planned for mid-February, a 
combined effort of local churches and fire brigades.

The service will be held at the Church of the 
Resurrection, at the bottom of Honour Avenue, 
Macedon, on Sunday 12 February at 7.30pm.

A community gathering organised by the CFA 
will be held at Centennial Park, on Mt Macedon 
Road, opposite the Church of the Resurrection, 
from 5.30pm on Thursday 16 February (the actual 
anniversary date). This will be an informal gathering 
for people to meet, talk, share and remember 

the events of that day in 1983 and the lives lost.  
People are invited to bring along their own picnic, 
drinks, etc.

The Church of the Resurrection will be open on 
16 February until nightfall for individual prayer and 
reflection.

These are all informal events but there will be 
fire brigade, police and representatives of church 
groups in Macedon, Mt Macedon, Gisborne and 
the surrounding areas for anyone that may need 
support or comfort during these events.

Greg Snart
Group Officer, Mt Macedon & District Group 

of Fire Brigades

Multi-faith service and a gatheringA word from the Reverend 
Dennis Webster
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• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting 
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning 

• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing 
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations 

• General Handyman Services 

 

Email:  rickleonard@bigpond.com 
5428 8800  

3/31 Brantome St, Gisborne  
www.thespa.com.au

REFRESH,  
REVITALISE  
+ RENEW

  Anti-Ageing Facials + Peels
 Micro Needling
 Microdermabrasion
 LED Light Therapy
 Cosmetic Injectables
 Waxing
 Manicures + Pedicures
 Massages

In Daly Nature Reserve 
we have the critically 
endangered  murnong, 

(Microseris scapigera); worth keeping a look out for in 
spring and summer while enjoying your walks. Their 
flowers are yellow and can easily be mistaken for the 
blooms of dandelions. 

Murnongs can be identified by their nodding habit, 
which they hold until in bloom, when they face upwards, 
reaching to a height of around 80cm. Their seed heads 
look similar to dandelions. Their leaves are narrow, long 
and sometimes have soft spikes on the edges.

The murnongs are also known as yam daisies due 
to their edible roots. They were a common food for 
First Nations peoples, but are now listed under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic) as “critically 
endangered”. In earlier times, they were eaten by sheep 
and cows.

We hope that everyone enjoyed the festive season. 
Our Friends group will be back into routine with working 
bees every second Tuesday of the month with a 9.30am 
start. 

If you would like to 
join us, please wear 
sturdy shoes and a 
sun hat and bring 
your water bottle.

Enquiries to 
dalynaturereserve@
gmail.com.    

Friends of Daly Nature 
Reserve

The nodding heads of 
murnongs.

You may have noticed in the heat of 
summer one little character is still 
making merry in your garden.  

The juvenile magpies, whose 
parents pestered you with their 

swooping a few months ago, are now growing in the 
confidence of their family group, and taking to the 
wing.  

Who’s who in the tribe? Look closely and you will 
see the adult males have a pure white feathered 
nape. Juveniles, like the adult females, have a grey 
speckled neck nape. 

The younger birds can be identified from their 
adult counterparts by the retained slightly fluffy 
feathered hindquarters.

The antics of these delightful avians are 
evidenced in play in their small territorial groups. 

  with Dr Caitlin Horwood

Vet TalkVet Talk The magnificent magpie
Noisy teenager birds will pester their parents for a 
bit of a garden treat: if Mum doesn’t provide a hearty 
worm, then Aunty might step up to the plate.

Being true omnivores, they will forage for feed and 
feast on a wide variety of insects, creepy crawlies, 
seeds, grains and little skinks or frogs. Their days 
may be occupied with foraging, but plenty of time is 
spent in play and song. 

Some of the finest mimicry in nature is performed 
by the humble magpies who can incorporate human 
speech, telephone rings, sirens and barking dogs 
into their beautiful signature warbling.

Magpies can live for 25 years, mate for life, and 
recognise and remember individual humans for 
years.

 How lucky we are to share our world with these 
gregarious black and white bundles of joy.

This cheeky magpie frequents Caitlin’s garden daily, teases the dogs, rolls in the grass and drinks from 
the fountain.

Rare flower nods 
its head 
in Daly Reserve
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HE’S HERE
FOR US

 

 

 

TRIVIA NI?HT 
THE VIC HOTEL WOODEND 

7.00 P.M. FRIDAY FEBRUARY 24TH 2023 

WITH QUIZMASTER SEAN 

 

 

 

  
*Project Hope Horse Welfare Victoria Inc. is a non-profit 
organisation, committed to providing hope for equines 
through education, rehabilitation and advocacy. 

https://www.phhwv.org.au    REG: A0027152D  

  

TTeeaammss  uupp  ttoo  1100  
$$2255  ppeerr  ttiicckkeett  
((bbooookkiinnggss  eesssseennttiiaall  ––  lliimmiitteedd  
sseeaattiinngg))  

CCoommee  aanndd  jjooiinn  iinn  tthhee  ffuunn,,  
mmaayybbee  wwiinn  aa  pprriizzee  aanndd  
ssuuppppoorrtt  PPHHHHWWVV’’ss  
pprrooggrraammss**..    

 
RRSSVVPP  bbyy  FFeebbrruuaarryy  1177tthh  ttoo  

ttrreeaassuurreerr@@pphhhhwwvv..oorrgg..aauu  

Mural in the making
A mural is being painted at Gisborne Primary 
School that will wrap around the building from the 
sandpit area on Fisher Street and up towards the 
new administration building on Prince Street. 

An initiative of the Parents and Friends Associ-
ation, the mural will be an interactive artwork with 
‘search and find’ indigenous animals, flora and  
fauna local to the region hidden among familiar 
backdrops. It is due for completion this term.

Tylden-based artist Natalie Davis has been en-
gaged to create the artwork and said that as the 
mural was taking up space on traditional Aborig-
inal lands, the organisation paytherent.net.au has 
been supported as part of the process.

Members of the PFA and their volunteers have 
been raising funds for installations that enhance 
the student experience at Gisborne Primary 
and hope to add indigenous and student-led 
installations to the school grounds over the next 
few years.

PFA president Donna Wallace said the asso-
ciation thanked the businesses that had donat-
ed items to the school’s various events in recent 
years. 

“Without their donations, or the support of the 
school and wider communities attending events, 
none of this would have been possible and we are 
all truly grateful," she said. 

"We hope the students and the wider commu-
nity will grow to love, appreciate and care for our 
new mural in the years to come.”

Acting Principal Lisa Maxwell said it had been 
fantastic watching Natalie bring the space to life.

"She has incorporated nature and landscapes 
from around the Macedon Ranges which was im-
portant to us as a school community," Lisa said.

"Donna and the PFA, with support from GPS 
School Council, work extremely hard to continual-
ly make improvements for the students, staff and 
whole school community.

"It’s definitely generated a conversation be-
tween staff who have enjoyed seeing the additions 
to the mural. "Our students loved seeing the area 
when they returned to school for the 2023 year."

Scouts and guides with leaders and the Bullengarook CFA captain (centre back) wave the flag — and their snags and 
Vegemite sandwiches — at the Australia Day celebration in Gisborne organised by the GREAT Association (Gisborne Region 
Events Activities and Tourism) and supported by Macedon Ranges Shire Council.

Gisborne District Cricket Association clubs took part in a twilight fundraiser at Gardiner Reserve, Gisborne, on 25 January 
to raise funds for Malmsbury Cricket Club, whose ground and facilities were severely damaged by floodwaters in October 
last year. Pictured are representatives of the 10 clubs that took part. 

Cricketers help club in trouble 

Australia Day fun
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KIDS' CORNERKIDS' CORNER

Who says sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words will never hurt me?
Someone who has never been hit with a dictionary.

How do you make a fire with two sticks?
Make sure one is a match.

What do you call a lazy baby kangaroo? 
A pouch potato.

Why couldn’t the duck stop laughing? 
She was quacking up.

Where do vampires live in New York?
In the Vampire State Building.

What do you call a dinosaur when it kicks a 
goal? 
A dino-score.

What do you get if you cross a Beatle and a wild 
dog? 
Dingo Starr.

“I wish I had enough money to buy an elephant.”
“What on earth do you need an elephant for?”
“I don’t. I just need the money.”

11 What colour do you get when you mix red 
and white paint? 

22 Who wrote The Cat in the Hat? 

33  Which planet is nearest the sun? 

44 What is the capital of England? 

55 Beginning with the letter M, what is the more 
common name for orange jam? 

66 Which AFL team is also known as the Swans? 

77 What is the Roman numeral for 50? 

88 In which city would you find the Brooklyn 
Bridge? 

99 Who played Dr Sheldon Cooper in The Big 
Bang Theory? 

1010 Which car manufacturer makes the Golf? 

jokes & Riddles

junior QUIZjunior QUIZ

spot the differencespot the difference

How many differencs can you find?

Kidzflip’s vehicles in the last Energy Breakthrough.

Kidzflip is starting its 2023 programs 
and is looking for youth aged 13+ 
who would like to get involved with 
the 2023 Energy Breakthrough 
challenge, a 24-hour human- 

powered vehicle race. 
Kidzflip enters two teams of eight local youth.
This would involve training with Kidzflip on 

a weekly basis. If you’re interested, please 
contact info@kidzflip.org.au or message us on 
our social media. 

KidzFlip is a not-for-profit organisation helping 
local youth.

Submitted by Lachie from Kidzflip

Energy breakthrough seeking legs

Answers page 39
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Phone 13 44 99gww.com.au/bushfires Translation & Interpreter Service 13 14 50

Don’t rely on your 
mains water supply 
in a bushfire.
While we always prepare for the fire season, we can’t 
guarantee water pressure, supply or quality in a bushfire.
Always follow CFA advice and remember leaving early  
is the safest option.

2023 is set to be another exciting year for Gisborne 
Secondary College. 

By the time this edition is published, the new cohort 
of Year 7 students will have started secondary school, 
the Year 12s will be getting ready to head off on their 
Apollo23 Camp, we will be welcoming all year levels 
back for the new year, as well as welcoming a number 
of new teachers to the college. A lot of activity already!

We would like to introduce you to our new College 
Captains – Rue Kelly and Harreson Watts. You will 
start hearing from them, with all their updates on 
school life, from the March Gazette.

While the planning and design phase of the col-
lege's capital works program progressed throughout 
2022, we excitedly anticipate the start of the building 
phase this year. 

Changes included in the full program of works 
are the redevelopment of I-Block into a VCE 
Centre, a brand-new Admin and Wellbeing Building, 
refurbishment of the Year 7 Learning Centre, a new 
cluster of relocatable buildings, new basketball and 
netball towers and significant landscaping. 

A note to new school parents 
from the other side
How exciting … school is back. As I stroll the 
supermarket aisles, I see the new school lunch 
boxes, bags and stationery. Then I remember that 
I don’t have to do this epic organisational task this 
year. 

My two cherubs have now grown and flown; our 
youngest completed Year 12 last year. 

Years ago, my mother laughed so hard when 
I told her I was taking up my daughter’s school 
uniform in readiness for Prep. I have never been a 
seamstress and even try to avoid sewing on buttons 
… but there I was, happily slaving away over needle 
and thread. 

So began years of book lists, school lunches, 
ponytails and school shoes. We were happy to be 
involved in school events and as classroom helpers. 
My mum commented to me that my car was like an 
office. So much time spent in it doing drop-offs and 
pick-ups, sports, dancing, etc. Very busy years.

I loved the excitement of booklists. The joy of the 
office supply store, choosing pencils and diaries. I 
also loved the smell of new stationery as we labelled 
everything. I spent years worrying about what to 
put in school lunches. Ironically, when my son took 
on the responsibility, he ate Vegemite sandwiches 
for several years straight, despite a fridge full of 
goodies. 

The excitement of that first day of school was 
enormous. My husband took me out for breakfast so 
I wouldn’t get over-emotional and cry too much. The 
last day of the school year … what a celebration! 

I won’t miss the price of high school textbooks.  
I also will not miss the cost of school shoes, as 
my son’s feet turned into skis! I will not miss early-
morning starts after late nights at work. But that’s 
about it. There’s more joy than hardship during 
those years and they are truly precious. 

For those about to begin this 13-year 
commitment, you are in for quite a ride. Enjoy the 
adventure — and embrace it. It really will be over 
before you know it.  Belinda

MACEDONMACEDON
MUSINGSMUSINGS

With Belinda Carlton-Doney

Exciting year ahead for Gisborne
Secondary College

Updates will be provided in our 
regular college newsletter which 
can be accessed by anyone in 
ourcommunity at www.gisbornesc.
vic.edu.au/newsletters.

Finally, we again wish to 
congratulate our class of ’22 with fantastic VCE 
results.  

Sophie McCormick was College Dux with an ATAR 
of 97.55 and Beth Walker Dux Proximus achieving 
97.45. We would also like to especially acknowledge 
the perfect study score of 50 attained by Rue Kelly in 
the subject of Business Management. 

There are many and varied destinations of our 2022 
graduating class with offers having been made to 
universities across victoria for courses in engineering, 
teaching, nursing, science, arts, law and aviation just 
to mention a few.  

We wish everyone a wonderful and successful year 
of learning.

Susanne Tzamouranis
 Community Liaison

With school about to resume as we go to press, the usual school pages will return 
in the March Gazette.



Gisborne Gazette  February 2023 29

Proudly sponsored by 
Bruce Ellis, Chiropractor SCOUTINGSCOUTING

More Information: Credit criteria, fees and charges apply. RAMS home loans are not available for foreign borrowers residing outside Australia. Offer is current as at 1 November 2022 and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. For new refinance applications received between 1 November 2022 and 28 February 2023. Settle by 31 May 2023. Min Loan $250k 
per property refinanced. Limit of 1 $4,000 rebate per settled refinance application regardless of the number of loans involved. This offer is not available in conjunction with the New Purchase Buyer $1,000 Rebate. Excludes Owner Occupier Interest Only, Line of Credit Loans, residential lending originated under family or company trusts and switches and refinances 
of home loans within the Westpac Group (St.George, Westpac, Bank of Melbourne, BankSA). Split loans are counted as one settled home loan regardless of the number of splits. Rebate will be automatically deposited into the home loan account within 60 days after settlement. If the home loan has a fixed interest rate, the rebate will count towards the prepayment 
threshold. Tax consequences may arise from this promotion for investors and customers should seek independent advice on any taxation matters. RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne is owned and operated by In Unity Pty Ltd ABN 87 114 063 071. RAMS Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 30 105 207 538, AR 405465 Australian Credit Licence 388065. Credit Provider 
& issuer of RAMS Deposit Products: Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714. 23062/1122

RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne 
  Shop 7, 50 Aitken Street, Gisborne  I  Chris Lee  0434 130 460

Get $4,000 when 
you switch to us.
The grass is greener at RAMS.
Apply by 28/02/23. Settle by 31/05/23. Min loan amount  
$250k, Owner Occupier with Principal and Interest  
repayments and Investment Loans. T&Cs apply.

Guides start back
on 2 February

Gisborne Guides celebrated the 
end of 2022 with two special events. 
First, Imogen decided to make her 
Promise and was presented with her 

sash and badges. Welcome, Imogen!
Second, the unit chose to visit Bounce in 

Essendon Fields for some active challenges on 
the trampolines.

Gisborne Guides meet in the Community Hall/
Scout Hall  in Howey Street on Thursdays from 
5pm to 6.30pm. 

We return from 
the summer break 
on 2 February.

We currently have 
13 members aged 
eight to 11 years and 
invite any other girls 
interested in joining 
to come and try. 

Enquiries to Deb 
on 0409 542 619.

We are living our Scout motto “Be Prepared” 
at New Gisborne as we plan for this year. 
Scouts conducted the flag raising ceremony 
on Australia Day, planning is underway for our 
Anglesea beach camp in late February, and 
Venturers are readying themselves for the 
annual “Anything Goes” camp in Gippsland.

It is a time of change with new leaders being invested 
on February 19 at the Church of Christ. 

“Skipper”, Group Leader since the founding of the 
Group, has finished his term. The group is now being led 
by Acting Group Leader Russell Barker.

We remain very excited about our Scout Hut. The 
frame and slab were in place in January and cladding 
should be in place by early February. 

We are working with neighbours and the council on 
a planning permit for the extended use of the hut as a 
“place of assembly” where we can meet, not just store 
and maintain our gear and trailers.  

Donations for the fit-out of the hut made through Scout 
HQ are tax-deductible and most welcome.

Through these challenging times we remember our 
Law and Promise, living out “love thy neighbour”. Our 

NEW GISBORNE

Joeys are excited about progress on the Scout Hut. 
Inset: Engineer John Randles oversees the slab for the hut.

News from New Gisborne (Church 
of Christ) Scouts

thoughts and prayers remain with frontline COVID and 
emergency workers.

We meet on Wednesdays, 6.30 to 8pm, and Venturers 
on Fridays. Contact Acting Group Leader Russell Barker 
on 0400 297 025 to learn more.  John Frearson

Imogen with sash and badges 
after making her promise.
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Gisborne Bushwalkers' mid-December walk was a 
pleasant, shorter one … saving energy for lunch! 

We started at the Blackwood Springs picnic 
area, where the famous band of elves put on a 
champagne morning tea to start us off. 

The pleasant 4km walk was a climb up to Shaw’s 
Lake, a crossing of the dam wall, a steep climb 
down to Moonlight Flat and a ferny walkway back 
along the river. 

Fifty members enjoyed getting together for the 
break-up lunch at the Blackwood Pub.

As January was a rest month (due to holidays 
and probable hot weather), we are looking forward 
to starting up again in February with a full calendar, 
which will offer a great blend of walks and social 
events. 

Tunnel Creek Road, Cherokee
A mixed open and bush walk.
Distance: 8km
Level: Easy/Medium

Directions: From Gisborne, drive up Station/ 
Barringo Roads to the T-junction at Wooling Hill. 
Turn left. Turn right into Shannons Road and 
continue to a T-junction with Gap Road. 

Turn left along Gap Road until reaching the 
CFA fire station at Cherokee. Park off road; the 
walk starts from here.

Walk the full length of Tunnel Creek Road. This 
is a wide dirt track with little traffic, mainly only 
to local properties. The road ends at a T-junction 
with Shannons Lane. 

Take the left arm, following a dry-weather road 
up to yet another T-junction with Hesket Boundary 
Road. Turn left walking past properties on either 
side until you see a ‘No Road’ sign. This is only 
for vehicles. 

Continue; the track is into the bush from here 
and becomes a bit rough and hilly. Along the way, 
you will pass a defined track on the right. Although 
not part of this walk, following this track will bring 
you to Lions Head Road, Sanitorium Lake and 
Days Picnic Ground.

Passing this turnoff brings you shortly to 
the highest point on the walk, before a gradual 
descent all the way to Gap Road. Turn left to 
return to your car.

This is an enjoyable, mixed open country 
and bush walk, with some great views in parts. 
There are some short steep sections but nothing 
too difficult. Good tree cover for the most part 
provides shelter against the elements.

Try to pick a sunny day to get the most out of 
this walk.

Hello and welcome to a new year of 
rambling.

At the time of writing, the group has 
managed the first two walks of the new 
year in good conditions, just missing 
a heat wave. Both walks were well 
supported in numbers (considering the holiday period) 
with more than 20 on each walk.

We have welcomed some new people to the group 
as well as the return of past Ramblers rejoining.

A description of the Tunnel Creek loop walk is 
detailed at left, which you may care to try. This may 
give an idea of the types of walks we do.

Fridays may be inconvenient for walking (if you are 
working) but joining our mailing list will give you our 
weekly walk details with a screenshot map and a gpx 
file which can be downloaded to a smartphone or GPS 
device. This will give you the opportunity to walk the 
route at your convenience.

There is no set program, walks are decided based 
on the weekly weather forecast and emailed out the 
Wednesday before.

For people unfamiliar with the Ramblers, we 
are not a club; just a group of walkers who enjoy 
the bush. There are no membership fees and you 
walk at your own risk. There is no insurance for 
personal injury.

We ask for a $1 contribution per person per 
walk, to cover the cost of tea, coffee and a biscuit at the 
end of the walk. You need to bring your own cup. 

We meet at Dixon Field (near the duck pond) 
at 9.15am each Friday for a prompt 9.30am start. 
Transport is needed to the start of each walk and, 
with COVID-19 still in play, car sharing should not be 
expected.

A reasonable level of fitness is required as our walks 
range from five to nine kilometres over undulating bush 
tracks. Suitable walking shoes, hiking poles, 600ml of 
water, hat, etc, are essential.

Most walks are within five kilometres of Gisborne, 
but we intend to be walking in Malmsbury, Taradale, 
Blackwood, Trentham, Kyneton and Sunbury this year 
as conditions allow. 

Charles (gisramblers@gmail.com)

The elves put on a champagne morning tea.

Early this month there will be a 
Geelong fore-shore walk with a chance 
to check out the fascinating National 
Wool Museum; on 8 February, the 

popular Melbourne History walk is 
also offered, finishing with a Tchaikovsky 

concert at the Melbourne Music Bowl. 
A trivia night on 17 February will challenge our 

brains and, on 19 February, the Werribee Gorge 
Walk will challenge our legs. 

On 26 February, we will do the Hovell Creek Trail 
in Lara.

Join us! Call Margot on 0438 260 792 or Gail on 
0419 374 603. 

Our website is wwwgisbornebwc.org.au. 
Margaret Muehlheim

Bushwalkers plan busy February

News from the Gisborne Ramblers Walk 26Walk 26 Tunnel Creek RoadTunnel Creek Road
CherokeeCherokee

Ha ha ha
Two eggs, a slice of 
bacon and a sausage 
walk into a bar. 

“Bartender, my friends and I 
would like a beer,” says one of the eggs.

“Sorry,” the barman replies. “We don’t serve 
breakfast.”
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Another good 
year starts
for fly fishing
After a very successful finish to last year 
with our fly-fishing expo in Woodend 
and a significant increase in new mem-
bership, we have started the new year 
a reinvigorated club. We will now be 
co-hosting an exhibit at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, 'Ulti-
mate Fishing Expo'. The free expo is on 
18 and 19 February. 

This year we are specially focusing 
on the needs of new members, including 
giving guidance for their fishing trips on 
the flies to use and the setup to achieve 
that magic point of deception when the 
fish takes the fly.

We held our first club outing in 
January at Lauriston Reservoir with 
limited success but a pleasant evening's 
fishing. 

Our first casting tuition group was 
held at Dixon Field in Gisborne with cast-
ing champion Phil Smith and local Pete 
Dickson tutoring new and established 
members in both learning and improving 
casting technique.

Our resolute cod fisher “Codfather” 
Ben managed to catch and release his 
first trout cod, or blue-nosed cod, an 
endangered and protected fish. The fish 
is now being successfully bred at the 
Victorian Fisheries Authority’s Snob’s 
Creek hatchery. 

Despite the common name, trout 
cod are not a hybrid of Murray cod 
and introduced trout but a distinct  
native freshwater fish closely related to 
the Murray cod (Macullochella).

If you would like to know more 
about the Calder Fly Fishing Associa-
tion, please visit www.calderflyfishing. 
com.au.

Louis Bokor

Ben’s trout cod catch.

I had the privilege of attending the 
Australian Open in Melbourne on 
19 January. I received tickets for 
Christmas and was finally able to use 
them. 

The day we booked, all the out-
side matches had been rained out 
and suspended even though the day 
before they were suspended due to 
the extreme heat. 

This was my first time attending 
the Australian Open. I had always 
wanted to go ever since I was little. 
Seeing the games being played in 
person rather than on TV is almost 
surreal. The players are so close, 
and you can hear the ball being 
smashed at 200kmh echoing through 
the stadium. 

My mum and I booked Rod Laver 
tickets which meant we had access 
to Rod Laver Arena, all the outside 
courts, and some unreserved seats 
in John Cain arena which was a 
good deal considering all the outside 
matches were cancelled. 

YOUNG YOUNG 
BEATBEAT
with Asher Kroon

Rafaele Nadal serves at the Australian Open in January.

The excitement of live Australian Open tennis

Throughout the day, three 
matches were going to be played in 
Rod Laver arena. Those matches 
were Iga Świątek v Camila Osorio:  
I was hoping that Camila would win, 
however she ended up losing. It was 
a really good match to watch as 
neither of the women was prepared 
to go down without a fight. 

Iga was seeded at number 1 in 
the women’s singles Australian Open 
while Camila was unseeded.

Jessica Pegula v Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich: I wanted Jessica to win 
this one and she did. Jessica played 
really well as opposed to Aliaksandra 
who kept serving double faults and 
making unforced errors. 

Rafael Nadal v Mackenzie 

McDonald: this is where the day 
got really interesting. I was going for 
Nadal, but I knew McDonald would 
win. 

This match might possibly have 
been Nadal’s last ever public tennis 
match as he went off injured a few 
games in. 

Thankfully he did end up coming 
back but the match just wasn’t the 
same when he came back.

He could not get to the ball 
fast enough and was not running. 
McDonald saw this and took 
advantage of it and ended up beating 
Nadal. 

Nadal ended up sustaining a 
'grade two' injury to a muscle in his 
upper left leg with the recovery time 
usually being from six to eight weeks. 

The highlight of the day was 
being able to see Rafael Nadal in 
person, playing with such speed, 
and his accuracy was amazing. I will 
definitely be going to the open again 
next year.

Ha ha ha 
Q.  What's the depressing thing about tennis?
A.  You’ll never be as good as a wall.
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Seniors division 3 – Gisborne bowler Rob Duoba lets fly.

Veterans cricket: Sunbury Macedon batter 
Bill Morrison looks good against Gippsland 
Goannas on 10 January.

Indi Rosayron with the ball for Gisborne 
in an Under 13 girls’ cricket match against 
Wallan on November 22.

The Kays family were all playing cricket for Gisborne on 27 November: 
Ellie, Isabelle and Zoe with dad Michael.

Steve Harrison of Macedon is caught in an elegant pose in the Seniors Club North match against Gisborne on November 26.

▼Gisborne Seniors batter 
Will MacKay in action 
against Woodend on 

10 January.

Hunter Egan bowls for Gisborne against 
Wallan in U15 cricket on 27 November. 
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Division 3 bowls on 10 December, 
Gisborne v Trentham – Gisborne’s 
Bobby Black

Batter Kyan Bannan attacks the 
ball for Gisborne in Division 3 on 8 
January against Woodend. 

Twilight netball action in December.

Twilight netball: Under 15 winners, “CND”.

Twilight netball: Under 18 winners, “Jalapeno Hotties”.

● All photos taken by Gazette photographer Chris Fleming, whether published or 
not, are available at minimal cost from Maddisons Picture Framing & Digital Images,  
37 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.  

Pictures by Chris Fleming

BMX riders at a Gisborne Skate Park competition on 21 January.

Twilight netball fun 

Bad luck for the batter as the bails fly, but it was all fun at the 
twilight fundraiser for Malmsbury Cricket Club hosted by Gisborne 
and held at Gardiner Reserve on 21 January. 
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The South Gisborne Tennis Club 
finished off 2022 with more than 50 All 
Ability participants enjoying an event 
in conjunction with the International 
Day of Disability celebrations.  

A fun time was had by all and a 
big shout out to Jeremy (coach), Mary, Lesley and 
volunteers for making it so successful. 

Two new events have been included in the first 
term. The Spark team organised a UTR (Universal 
Tennis Rating) junior tournament for January played 
over two clubs with the intention of running more 

Club coach 
selected to coach 
Australian Senior 
Petanque team

Mt Macedon Petanque Club coach 
Lindsay Kinghorn has been select-
ed as coach of the Australian Sen-
ior Petanque team for the Annual 
Trans-Tasman competition against 
New Zealand.  

The tournament had a three-year hiatus due to COVID 
but is back in action in Auckland in March. Lindsay has 
coached the team previously, culminating in success in 
2019 when the Australian team won back the trophy in 
Newcastle after many years of New Zealand dominating 
the competition. 

In other club news, members have been practising in 
sometimes hot conditions in preparation for the start of 
inter-club tournaments after the Christmas break. Reg-
ular club social events have been introduced this year 
with the first being a pub lunch after playday. 

Petanque is a unique game that can be played by 
anyone. Curious about the game? Then why not drop 
in to one of our playdays and we can show you how 
to play. Wednesday playdays are held from 2-5pm at 

Badminton club invites 
new players

Happy new year. We hope you 
had a wonderful Christmas.

Do you want to have fun 
and improve your fitness at 

the same time? Then play badminton with the Macedon 
Ranges Badminton Club.

We play twice a week at Tony Clarke Stadium, 
Waterfalls Road, Macedon: on Tuesday evenings from 
8pm and Thursday mornings from 9.30am. 

If you would like to play, contact David on 0419 589 
425, email us at macedonrangesbadminton@gmail.
com or just come along.

We welcome any player, regardless of skill level — 
even if you have never played before. So come along 
and encourage your friends to join us.

Gisborne Cricket Club news
Gisborne Cricket Club sits on top of 
the ladder after Round 11 and is un-
defeated. 

After winning the McIntyre Cup 
last year, the Dragons look like a good chance again. 
Captain Jarryd Vernon is in great form, making piles of 
runs. As usual, the club is strongly investing in junior 
development and there are good levels of participation 
throughout the club.

 All Abilities tennis 
challenge day in 
December.
 

►South Gisborne 
Tennis Club 

Hot Shots at the 
Australian Open 

in January.

throughout the year. If you are interested in playing in 
tournaments around the state or country, having a UTR 
is a must.

Something a little different is the inaugural South 
Gisborne Business Open coming up on 5 February. 
Committee member and business owner of Element13, 
Padrick, thought this would be a fun event for any 
businesses who wants to get a team together and 
play some tennis. All details are on our website, www.
sgtennisclub.com.au. 

We have changed the club’s logo. Looks great on our 
shirts and jackets. 

Junior club championships are to be played on 
Sunday 26 February. Put it on your calendars.   

The upgrade of the plexi courts is due to start in the 
first two weeks of February. Follow our Facebook page 
for updates on court availability when booking a court, 
playing competition, or being coached.  

Enjoy a healthy and happy 2023!   Gail

our grounds behind the Ampol Service Station in Gis-
borne. Coaching sessions are held from 1-2pm on the 
Wednesday falling on the same week as the Saturday 
sessions. 

Saturday playdays run from 10am-1pm on the sec-
ond and fourth Saturdays of the month. For enquiries, 
please go to our website, mtmacedonpetanque.org, 
and for updates visit our Facebook page.

Alison Kinghorn

Lindsay Kinghorn (right) with team manager Neil Kelly 
with the Trans-Tasman cup in 2019. 

Something old, new and blue at South Gisborne 

►
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Giants gear up 
for new season
Football/netball season is just around the corner and 
the Gisborne Giants Football Netball Club committee 
has been working hard in preparation for another sea-
son of growth and success for our emerging club.

This year the Giants are looking to expand on our ex-
isting teams by entering an Under 17s football team and 
Under 19s netball team into the Riddell District Football 
Netball League. 

We encourage any interested players in the region in 
those age groups to reach out to the club via the club’s 
website (gisbornegiantsfnc.club).

Our season launch will be held between 11am and 
1pm on Sunday 12 February at Sankey Reserve. Come 
on down to register, grab your club merchandise and 
undergo a mouthguard fitting. 

There will also be football/netball activities and a 
free sausage sizzle to enjoy. If you can’t make it to the 
launch, online registration and merchandise orders can 
now be completed via the club’s website.

Important dates are as follows:

Under 17 / 19.5 Pre-season Training: 24 January 

Under 11 / 13 / 15 Pre-Season Training: 2 February 

Season Launch: 12 February 

Under 9 Pre-season Training: approximately 3 April 
(TBC)

Under 11 / 13 / 15 Round 1: 2 April 

Under 19.5 Round 1: 15 April 

Under 9 Round 1: 30 April 

While 2023 is the committee’s priority right now, 
preparations are also being made for the Giants to 
establish senior football and netball teams next year, 
expanding on our Under 19.5s football team which 
first completed in the Riddell District Football Netball 
League in 2022. 

We look forward to providing further details on our 
senior teams in the coming months.

Our Kids, Our Club, Our Community
Martin Barr, Vice-President

Gisborne Giants Under 19.5s in 2022.

John Lowe Memorial
The annual tribute to life member John Lowe was a 
two-person better ball stableford competition.

With John president for three years, club captain for 
eight years and club champion for eight years, it was no 
surprise that a full field attended for the event.

Winners were Jim Hynes and Nathan Fairley return-
ing 47 points. Runners up were father and son duo Mick 
and Patrick Doyle with 44 points. The day’s highlight 
was an eagle by A. Strawbs on the ninth hole.

The Wednesday Gentlemen’s January Mug o’ the 
Month was Peter Semmens with 39 points, just pipping 
Mike Gorman by a single point.

Once again, the Bendigo Community Bank’s Gis-
borne branch has thrown its support behind Mt Mace-
don Golf Club with a generous grant towards the repair 
of the first tee’s retaining wall.

Walrus

Mt Macedon Golf Club is excited to 
have made it as one of just three 
finalists to be named Golf Austral-
ia’s Visionary of the Year and the 

countdown is on for Gisborne Gazette readers to vote 
for us! 

The grand prize of $10,000 worth of Callaway REVA 
gear, designed specifically for women, is up for grabs. 

Check out our winning Visionary of the Year sto-
ry, “Men Moving Mountains” at: www.golf.org.au/
men-moving-mountains and get ready to vote during 
February 6 to 12. 

Keep an eye out on our Facebook page and on our 
website at mtmacedongolfclub.com.au for the voting 
link and the fabulous video detailing our ‘Ladies Get 
Into Golf@MMGC’ journey.

All voters have the chance to win a $500 Drummond 
voucher just for voting.

Suzanne Lowe presents the John Lowe Memorial Shield to Nathan Fairley and Jim Hynes.

Voting to open soon to name 
‘Visionary Club of the Year’ 

Holly Sullivan 
bowls for 
Gisborne in 
an Under 13 
match against 
Wallan in 
November.

Girls’ cricket thrives
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Meet Gisborne 
Little Athletics’ 
head coach
Gisborne Little Athletics is very 
proud and privileged to introduce 
our head coach, Gerard Sansico.

Gerry is a Gisborne resident and 
is an experienced and qualified 
coach. He has been coaching for several years and 
holds Community Coaching, Level 1 Track and Level 2 
Middle- and Long-distance qualifications and accred-
itations. Gerry also works directly with local schools 
and Little Athletics Victoria.

With the assistance of several other local coaches 
and parents, Gerry is dedicated to the club to ensure 
that all our athletes are provided first-class coaching to 
better their skills and performances.

For the first time in the club’s long history, we have 
a record number of our athletes representing our club 
at the State Relay Championships in early February 
and then at the Regional Track and Field Carnival in 
mid-February. Our athletes have put in the hard work, 
and we wish them the best of luck.

If you are interested in Little Athletics and would 
like to find out more, you’re welcome to come down to 
Dixon Field on a Friday afternoon (from 5pm) to meet 
some of our 130+ athletes, their parents and our com-
mittee. 

Come and have some fun and if you are more seri-
ous about competing at the higher level, we have the 
coaching experience to help you reach your goals.

Looking to play a family-
friendly, fun, 
interactive sport? 

Why not give table tennis a try? 
It will keep your mind and body 
sharp, flexible and engaged. 

So, whether you are new to 
the game, on the come-back trail, 
or perhaps wanting to play a fun 
family sport with your partner, 
kids or mates, Gisborne and Districts Table Tennis 
Association welcomes new and past players to the 
upcoming Summer-Autumn competitions for all ages 
and skill levels. 

A ‘come-and-try’ practice evening is scheduled for 
22 February from 7.45pm onwards. 

Competition pennants begin on 1 
March from 7.45pm onwards.  

Group and one-on-one coaching 
sessions are also available. 

We play at the Macedon Commu-
nity Centre, 37 Waterfalls Road, Mac-
edon.

For more information, please contact Stan Thomas 
on 0437 508 338 or sthomas@gisbornects.com.au.

Stan Thomas 

Last year ended very happily for our club. We celebrated 
our 30th anniversary in November with members and 
guests at a lovely afternoon tea, catered for by the Mac-
edon CWA ladies.

Our end-of-year breakup was also held in the Mace-
don CWA Hall, where the ladies provided Christmas din-
ner with all the trimmings. The last General Meeting was 
held prior to lunch and the next will be on Wednesday 1 
March at 9.30am.

There was a break from play until 18 January but 
some members took the opportunity to have a hit during 
the Christmas/New Year break.

Veterans cricket
Sunbury Macedon Ranges v Gippsland Goan-
nas played at Macedon on 15 January.

An over 60s 40-overs-a-side game between 
Sunbury-Macedon Ranges (SMR) and the 
Gippsland Goannas was decided in the last 
three balls on 15 January and fittingly ended in 
a rare drawn game.

The game, part of the Victorian Veterans 
Cricket 2022-23 fixture, saw the Goannas bat 
first on a rain-dampened Macedon Cricket  Club 
ground to score 202 runs with solid hitting from 
their talented squad.

Lusty shots for the SMR team from openers 
Manny Tumino, captain Dale Thornton and later 
vice-captain Phil Hickleton and Trevor Cue got 
to the target on the third last ball of the day.

The Sunbury-Macedon Ranges Man of the 
Match – and first gamer – Dave Webb  went 
back out injured with a runner to try to score off 
the last ball but a kamikaze single run did not 
succeed.

Sunbury Macedon Ranges batter Phil 
Hickleton in action an the Veterans 
match on 15 January.

Members past and present at the 30th celebrations.

Play for the Club Championships will begin on 
1 February. 

Pennant has been cancelled but a mini tour-
nament will be played in autumn.

We are looking forward to returning 
to normal play on Mondays, Wednes-

days, and Saturdays and to planning social 
days and fun days.

Anyone who would like to come and try croquet is 
most welcome. 

The Croquet Club number is 0493 463 357.
Faye Armstrong

Anniversary for Macedon Ranges Croquet Club

Stan Thomas
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Answers ►p39

CROSSWORD Words starting with the letter ‘M’
 Questions compiled by the late Graeme Millar with his daughter Heather 

ACROSS
2.  The “Welcome Stranger” gold 
nugget was found in this Victorian 
town.
5.  Most expensive property on the 
Monopoly Board.
8.  Only US state capital city without a 
McDonald’s.
10.  In new or original condition.
11.  Australian singer, songwriter and 
actor. First name Jessica.
13.  The largest bone in the human 
skull.
14.  Track event named after a Greek 
bottle.
15.  Red Square is in this city.

DOWN
1.  Rugby league player turned boxer.
2.  Second longest river in Australia.
3.  Indian Ocean island known for its 
beaches, lagoons and reefs.
4.  Name given to the generation of 
people born from 1981 to 1996.
6.  Australia’s 12th Prime Minister.
7.  Enter via Strait of Gibraltar or Suez 
Canal.
8.  Malaria is caused by this insect.
9.  Formerly Burma.
11.  Winner of men’s singles at the 
2021 tennis US Open.
12.  Chemical symbol Hg
14.  Where is the Sea of Tranquillity?

Answers ►p39

1  What do we call the number that 
is a one followed by a hundred 
zeros? 

2  Who makes the Xbox games 
console?

3  What is the capital of Malta? 

4  Which geological period preced-
ed the Cretaceous? 

5  Who wrote The Satanic Verses? 

6  Who did the Duke of Wellington 
defeat at Waterloo in 1815? 

7  What is both a cocktail of vodka 
and orange juice, and a device to 
drive helical metal fasteners? 

8  Which Australian Prime Minister 
was presumed drowned in 1967? 

9   is both a container for holding 
arrows and a rapid shake? 

10  In which section of the 
orchestra does a celesta belong? 

Special events and eats at the Oaks

I know Christmas is over, but I would like to tell you 
about the Christmas celebration at the Oaks. 

This was a couple of days before Christmas. The 
day started with warm fruit mince pies. Lunch was 
well and truly a Christmas lunch and as we finished 
there was a lot of cheering and hand clapping as 
Father Christmas arrived with presents, making 
everyone smile. The day finished with an entertainer.  

On Christmas Day Benetas hosted a luncheon 
for families of residents who were unable to go out. 
Many thanks for another wonderful day.

Residents had a lovely new year luncheon with an 
entertainer singing all the old songs. Residents soon 
had their hands clapping and their feet tapping. The 
strawberries dipped in chocolate were beautiful.

The Scouts came to the Oaks to sing Christmas 
carols and as all the residents sat in the courtyard 
and listened to these young voices singing beauti-
fully, it gave everyone a lovely feeling of Christmas. 
A big thank you to all the Scouts and their helpers.

I must mention the residents’ dinner dance, which 

started with a special menu, then the dance was held 
in the evening. 

And also there was the afternoon of the 'Elvis 
Presley Birthday', a roll and rock afternoon.

Our wonderful Shedmen are back bringing smiling 
faces wherever they are.

I had two Christmas Days – one was quiet, just 
Gary, Maureen and Clare, and the next day was dif-
ferent with all the children at a water slide.  

Thanks for all the wonderful days residents have 
had and I wish you all a wonderful new year. 

Stay safe, Betty

BETTY'S BETTY'S 
BOOPBOOP
With Betty Doolan

Ticket to the Dinner Dance at the Oaks.

Family immensely 
grateful for support
Evelyn (Evie) Moorhouse of New Gisborne is about to 
celebrate her first birthday. However, her first birthday will 
be a little different from most. 

She will be spending it in the on-
cology ward at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital where she has been bat-
tling an aggressive and rare form 
of leukaemia called T-cell acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia. She has 
been in hospital since she was 
eight months old, with her mum 
Courtney and dad Hone (John) by her side. Evie has had 
two rounds of chemotherapy which, devastatingly, have 
been unsuccessful, and she now needs a bone marrow 
transplant.

Despite this, Evie has a smile on her face and her par-
ents are doing everything they can to continue to make 
happy memories with her. Hone has had to cut his hours 
as an RACV mechanic to support Courtney and Evie. 
(I’m sure many locals have had their cars jump-started 
by Hone before.) 

There has been an outpouring of support from the 
community and Courtney and John are so grateful. The 
messages of encouragement and well wishes bring com-
fort to them. The assistance via Evie’s GoFundMe page 
has been remarkable and helps ease some of the finan-
cial pressure of what is going to be a long journey for 
Evie. The community is rallying for the family, and Evie, 
Courtney and John are so appreciative of all the love. 
 Submitted by Sarah Wright

Evie Moorhouse
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Gisborne Church of Christ ■ St Brigid’s Parish

World Day of Prayer 
A Combined Church Prayer morning for Taiwan is to be 
held on Friday 3 March at 10am at House of the Rock 
Church, 247 Station Road, New Gisborne.

All welcome.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH
Normal weekend services for St Brigid’s Parish Gis-
borne (which incorporates St Ambrose Riddells Creek 
and St Patrick’s Macedon) are on Saturdays at 6pm at 
St Brigid’s Gisborne, and on Sundays at 8am at St Am-
brose Riddells Creek,  9:30am at St Patrick’s Macedon 
and 11am at St Brigid’s.

2023 Sacrament bookings are now open, with Rec-
onciliation starting in February. Please email gisborne@
cam.org.au for details.  

We are holding a Feast of St Brigid’s Parish Day on 
Sunday 5 February. The only Sunday Mass to be cel-
ebrated on this day will be at St Patrick’s in Macedon 
at 10:30am. 

People are invited to bring a picnic lunch, chairs and 
rugs to enjoy the music and fellowship at the conclusion 
of Mass. Free barbecue, tea and coffee will be supplied.

UNITING CHURCH, GISBORNE
It’s over – slow January that is. In February the 
pace of our lives increases. Events, meetings and 
engagements interrupt the once pristine pages of 
our diaries (or phone apps). The Gisborne Uniting 
Church is getting busy. 

Our first Muffin ’n’ More gathering, on Tuesday 14 
February, is open to all: drop in between 10am and 12 
noon for a chat, a coffee, and for sharing your summer 
harvest. If the plum tree is laden or you have already 
tried 21 recipes for using up zucchinis, come and share 
or enjoy what others bring. 

January brought the first anniversary of the eruption 
that destroyed the harvests and many homes of 
Tongans. And we’ve watched aghast at the Kimberley’s 
inland sea in Western Australia. 

These are only two of the many areas of need, 
here and abroad, a significant reason for us 

to get active in giving support where we can.
We have also entered the year in which 

reconciliation between old and new peoples in 
this land will be tested in a referendum. The Unit-

ing Church in Australia strongly supports the proposed 
Voice to Parliament.

Reconciliation is also a factor in the topic for the 
13th Peter Barcham Memorial Lecture set for Monday 
6 March at 7.30pm. Imam Alaa Elzohkm will describe 
the common ground between people of different faiths 
as he sees it in his role as a leader of a mosque and as 
a member of this diverse community which is Australia.  

So, lots to do in 2023.
Janet Wood

Mark is in his sixth season as Essendon Football Club’s 
chaplain after serving the Adelaide Crows in the same 
role for five seasons.  

As chaplain, Mark invests in the lives of players and 
staff in a variety of ways: running parenting sessions, 
conducting weddings and pre-marriage counselling, 
helping players through grief and challenges, and kick-
ing balls with players at training and pre-game.

Life can throw you curveballs, and perhaps none so 

challenging for the Crows than dealing with the deaths 
of two prominent coaches within a 15-month period. 
Mark will draw on that experience and also share sto-
ries and principles of building resilience within a profes-
sional football club.

Mark has also been a pastor for 25 years and is cur-
rently the Burwood East Campus Pastor at Crossway 
Baptist Church. Married to Tania and raising four teen-
agers, life for Mark is both busy and rewarding.

Essendon club chaplain to speak 
at Men’s Breakfast

Let’s share as life ‘busies up’

Saturday 25 February, 8am  Guest Speaker: Mark Purser, Essendon Football Club Chaplain

HOTRock Church 
247 Station Road, New Gisborne

Enquiries and to book, 
please contact 

office@hotrock.org.au

Garden bounty? Share your harvest on 14 February.

Guest speaker Mark Purser has plenty of life experiences to draw on.

Please note that other church notices, 
which deal with Ash Wednesday 

commemorative services, are on page 
24 and make up part of the special Ash 

Wednesday section.
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100 100 
YEARS AGOYEARS AGO REGULAR MEETINGSREGULAR MEETINGS

New 
members 

always 
welcome

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1923

WHAT'S ONWHAT'S ON WHAT ELSEWHAT ELSE
IS  ONIS  ON

ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)  2nd Saturday of month   IR Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook)     2nd Saturday           Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB             2nd Wed 8pm      Railway Hotel Macedon

BOTANIC GARDENS working bee   every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 1st & 3rd Tues 10.30am Gisborne
  Golf Club
BRIDGE CLUB     Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30   St Mary’s Church 
  Hall, Woodend  5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB Various locations 0438 260 792  or 0419 610 811
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP    last Wed of month     MRH
CAR CLUB                           1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CARERS GROUP (Mac  Ranges)  2nd & 4th  Thurs, 1pm    Woodend RSL
                   5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN           Wed 9am  Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB                  Mon, Wed & Sat 10am  0426 500 516 ,
 Noeline Richardson                           Dixon Field
CWA  GISBORNE            2nd Monday 10am   Gis Secondary College
CWA  MACEDON         3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm      662 Mt Macedon Rd 

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE    2nd Tues 9.30am    Scout Hall, Daly Res

FILM SOCIETY  2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House  5427 2323
FLY FISHING CLUB                   4th Wed 7.30pm                 MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB              2nd Fri 12 noon          Goonawarra Golf Club, Sunbury
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK  working bees   3rd Sun 10-noon  
 David Tunbridge 0415 534 477
 
GARDEN CLUB               2nd Wed various venues               0424 038 474 
GENEALOGY GROUP      4th Thurs 7.30 Family Hist Rm, Library 
GIRL GUIDES                     Thursdays 5pm  Gis Scout Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS         Wed 7.30pm Gisborne Uniting Church

HISTORICAL   SOCIETY     open Wed 10am-4pm Court House

LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME     Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am
LIONS CLUB  (Gisborne)      First Thurs of month, 7.30pm       247 Station Rd

MARTIAL ARTS                  Thurs from 6pm St Brigid’s Hall;  
gisborne@junseikan.com.au

MASONIC  LODGE           2nd Thurs 7pm    Masonic Hall Aitken St
MASTERS AFL              Wed 6.30pm        Sankey Reserve
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC     1st Tues 8pm Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N’ MORE        2nd Tues 10am-noon   Uniting Church
MUMS’  GROUP             2nd Mon 9.30-11.30am              49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE  DOG  CLUB          Sun 9am  Riddells Rec Res

PETANQUE                 2nd & 4th Sat 10am       behind Caltex service
 station, Station Rd, Gisborne  0439 887 178
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS         Saturdays as required   0409 121 025
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC         1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm        Dromkeen, Riddells Ck
PONY CLUB Bullengarook    1st Sunday Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne             1st Sunday Robertson Reserve
PROBUS                                  1st Thurs 10am Senior Cits room, Gisborne
  Community Centre

QUILTERS (Gisb)                 Wed 7pm        Room attached to Gisb Library

RAMBLERS                  Fridays 9.15am         Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY (Gisborne)   First & third Tues 7pm Telegraph Hotel, email 
 gisbornerotary@gmail.com  for confirmation of venue
ROTARY (Macedon Ranges)   1st & 3rd Monday   Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING  GROUP     Tues & Thurs 6pm,  Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
RSL                                 1st Mon 2pm   Gis Golf Club 5428 2233

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)                Tues 11am Tony Clarke Res
SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP      Wed 12.30pm     Rec Reserve Bullengarook
SUPPORT AFTER SUICIDE   2nd Monday each month, even if public 
holiday, 7 to 8.30pm  Newham Mechanics Inst. (1292 Rochford Rd) 
 E: peersupport@mrspag.com.au 

TABLE  TENNIS                    Wed 7.30pm         Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB   2nd Sat 5pm      Gisborne Aquatic Centre 
TOY LIBRARY        Every Tues 9.30-10.30am; Sat 9.30-11am

71 Robertson St
ULYSSES GROUP                3rd Tues 6pm Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY      Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park;  meetings last Friday of month, 7pm at Steam Park

WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House
WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12  Riddell N’hood House

YOUNG  VOICES   Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm       Norma Richardson Hall,
          Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au 

From the pages of the old Gisborne Gazette

(NB Copies of the old Gisborne Gazette from 
1923 are not currently available to examine. Other 

newspapers are substituted.)

Kids' Quiz answers
1. Pink
2. Dr Seuss
3. Mercury
4. London
5. Marmalade

6. Sydney
7. L
8. New York
9. Jim Parsons
10. Volkswagen

Crossword answers
ACROSS
2. Moliagul
5. Mayfair
8. Montpelier
10. Mint
11. Mauboy
13. Mandible

14. Marathon
15. Moscow

DOWN
1. Mundine
2. Murrumbidgee.
3. Mauritius

4. Millennial
6. Menzies
7. Mediterranean
8. Mosquito
9. Myanmar
11. Medvedev
12. Mercury
14. Moon

Date Page

Brainbusters answers
1. A googol
2. Microsoft
3. Valletta
4. The Jurassic
5. Salman Rushdie

6. Napoleon Bonaparte
7. A screwdriver
8. Harold Holt
9. Quiver
10. Percussion

www.baringofilmclub.com

         
1 to 4      The Last Vermeer
8 to 11    The Drover’s Wife
15 to 18   The Kitchen Brigade
22 to 25 Quiet Girl

● Subscriptions for membership are now 
due and numbers are limited. Please refer 

to the Baringo Film Club website:

3pm Wednesday        3pm and 7pm Saturday

Baringo Film ClubBaringo Film Club

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY
5 Backyard rabbit control workshop  6
8 Oranges and Sunshine doco at the library 10
12 Permaculture course starts in Macedon  10
12 Farm rabbit control workshop  6
12 Ash Wednesday memorial service   24
13 Home Care Package info session in Kyneton 6
16 Ash Wednesday commemorative events 24
18  Ash Wednesday commemorative exhibition 23
16 Gisborne CFA junior brigade info night  4
18 Inventi Ensemble in Kyneton  14
23 FamilySearch genealogy workshop  17
24 Home Care Package info session in Riddell 6
24 Small Property Grazing course starts  6
24 The 39 Steps radio play opens in Macedon 13
25 Mark Purser speaker at Men’s Breakfast  38
25 Sista Flo 2.0 comedy in Kyneton  14
26 Emergency services showcase  8
27  Library writing & illustration challenge closes 10
28 Webinar on farm pollinators  6
MARCH
2 Launch of council’s Cool-ER Changes  6
3  World Day of Prayer   38
4 Gisborne Photowalk Club starts  10
4 Lancefield Relay for Life   7
6 Imam lecture on faith reconciliation  38 
8 International Women’s Day event in Kyneton  7
11  Daniel Champagne in Kyneton  14

Gisborne Bushfires – The extensive bush fire 
which had been raging in the hills and forest 
country to the north-west of Gisborne since 
Wednesday afternoon [10 January] was driv-
en towards the town on Sunday. The fire ran 
through the thickly timbered Crown lands. Sev-
eral parties in motor-cars and vehicles and on 
bicycles left Gisborne with firebeaters to assist 
Mr John Dineen, the mounted fire guard at Bul-
lengarook, and those assisting him to fight the 
flames. By midday the fire reached Waterloo 
Flat and destroyed some miles of fencing and 
many grass paddocks, and it was with great dif-
ficulty that homesteads and cattle were saved. 
When it was thought that there was no hope of 
preventing the fire from reaching the town, the 
wind changed to the southeast and saved the 
situation. About half-past 10 o’clock a thunder-
storm occurred and there were several show-
ers of rain. Early this morning several parties 
went from Gisborne to assist in extinguishing 
burning trees and logs to minimise danger of a 
further spread of the fire by high winds. 

The Argus, Tuesday 16 January 1923

Gisborne Old Boys Meeting – A meeting of 
both the Melbourne and Gisborne committee 
was held in the Mechanics’ Hall, after which 
lunch was served to over 100 guests at Mr. 
Power’s Telegraph Hotel. A cricket match be-
tween the visiting and local “old boys” took 
place. Mr. J.V. Dunkinson aged 87 years and 
Mr. F. Hill aged 67 years being umpires. The 
match resulted in a win for the visitors. At the 
Mechanics’ Hall at night, the president of the 
Gisborne branch (Councillor J.F. Crow) un-
veiled the enlarged photograph of John Aitken, 
the 1835 settler, after whom Mount Aitken, Ait-
ken’s Gap and Aitken street, Gisborne, were 
named. ... The photograph of Mr. H.R. Dixon, 
first town clerk of Gisborne in 1859, and the 
photograph of Messrs William Thompson and 
his son, John Thompson, settlers in the early 
fifties, were also unveiled.

The Argus, 30 January 1923

Girl Guides at Macedon – At the invitation of 
the Countess of Stradbroke (State Chief Com-
missioner of the Girl Guides), the first “Guiders’ 
Training Week” was held at Government Cot-
tage, Macedon, from January 31 to February 
7. The hostess for the week was Lady Helena 
Rouse; Miss E.K.Robinson (Red Cord Diploma 
Guider, England) was commandant, and Miss 
J.W. Hogarth (Captain, 2nd Morcambe Com-
pany, England) assistant commandant. There 
were 30 guiders present for the whole week, 
and six others for part of the time.

The Argus, 10 February 1923
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presents 

Valentine's Day
in the Steakout Restaurant & Wine Bar

Open from 5pm,
Tuesday 14th

February
 

Special Menu
 

Bookings
essential

 

Contact our friendly
staff in venue or call

on 5428 4011

Community Bank 

Gisborne & District

We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big bank, plus

the personal service you wouldn’t.

As one of AustraliaÕs biggest banks, our heartland remains Þrmly local. As

does our focus on you and the quality banking products you need.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 5420 7210 or search Bendigo Bank Gisborne.

A better banking

experience.

Right on your doorstep

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_27662527, 27/01/2023
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