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Ingenuity 
reigns 
supreme 

Ingenuity 
reigns 
supreme 
The saying goes 'if life gives 
you lemons, make lemonade,' 
so when the rain kept falling 
in October, students at Holy 
Cross Primary School decided 
to make rafts.  

Then they persuaded their 
principal that it would be a 
good idea for her to try the 
rafts out on the school dam.

Aoife McCarthy was a great 
sport, braving not only the 
weather but the mud and yab-
bies around the dam, to test 
the final designs.

Principal Aoife is on a raft built 
by the 3B class. 
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Copies of the Gazette are posted to subscribers each 
month. For an annual subscription to cover postage, 
send your cheque for $29.70 to the Gisborne Gazette, 
PO Box 9, Gisborne 3437 or you can deposit online.

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in the Gazette are not necessarily 
those of the GREAT Association Inc (Gisborne Region 
Events Activities and Tourism) unless acknowledged as 
such. No endorsement of products or services is implied 
by the listing of advertisers or sponsors. While every 
effort is taken in printing contributions accurately, the  
Gisborne Gazette takes no  responsibility for errors.

OBITUARIES
To submit an obituary for publication, please email 
bryanp2@bigpond.com or phone 0417 140 828. 
Please also provide a photograph for publication and  
restrict the article to about 250 words.
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From the Editor's desk

A  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINEA  MINUTE  WITH  MAXINE

Gisborne Olde Time Market
November market: 

Sunday 6
For more information, call 0431 563 566 
or go to www.gisborneoldetimemarket.org.au

JPs available
Every Thursday 12 noon to 2pm
at the GREAT (Gisborne Region Events 
Activities &Tourism) office, 23 Hamilton 
Street, Gisborne.

The Gisborne Gazette acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of the country 
upon which we publish. We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community and pay 

respect to elders past, present and emerging.

This month’s column was kindly written 
by Helen Bonnage, and photo provided 
by Sue Kohler, William’s support worker.

William Martin has been delivering the 
Gazette for more than five years and it 
is the highlight of his month, as he gets 
great satisfaction and enjoyment from 
being involved in meaningful work. 

William’s monthly Gazette delivery 
starts with collecting the newspapers 
from the team at the GREAT Centre in 
Gisborne. It is with impatient anticipation 
that William waits for delivery days, 
counting down the sleeps. He delivers 
more than 800 copies, covering 240km in the process. 
He enjoys working to a high standard and has a keen 
eye for detail. 

If during a delivery William’s support worker is 

unable to safely slow down for William to 
make a delivery due to tailgaters, he will let 
them know with a rather dirty look that they 
have missed a letter box. While William is 
non-verbal, his support workers know he is 
the expert at this job and trust his directions 
and dirty looks enough to know when they 
have driven past a mailbox. 

William is hard-working and takes pride 
in seeing each job through to its finish. His 
friendly and happy personality will often 
find him hand delivering the Gazette to you 

if you’re lucky enough for him to catch you 
at your letterbox or out on your mower. 

So, next time you’re out driving around your neigh-
bourhood and see a slow-moving vehicle and a tall, 
strapping lad delivering the Gazette, slow down and 
give us a wave.

William Martin

Gazette recognised
The Gisborne Gazette team was delighted to be 
highlighted twice at the Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria (CNAV) awards held on October 
15 at Mount Macedon.

Corinne Shaddock’s From the Editor column of Sep-
tember 2021 won Best Editorial Comment and Phyllis 
Boyd’s history article ‘Treasures from the Past’, featuring 
commercial documents from the Gisborne and Mount 
Macedon Districts Historical Society collection, was a 
finalist in Best History Story.

One of the judges, journalist 
Jeanette Severs, described 
Corinne’s winning editorial 
as “entertaining, informative, 
reflecting current issues, and 
connecting with the newspaper’s 
community”.

The judge of the history story 
award, Heather Arnold, a local 
historian in Gippsland, commend-
ed Phyllis on sharing some less-
er-known items of the Historical 
Society’s collection that provided 
a history of local businesses.

Editor Corinne 
Shaddock wins ‘Best 
editorial comment’.

With all the rain we’ve been having, the duckling in the 
Gisborne fountain should be pleased as punch. As for 
the rest of us, many will have found October trying to 
say the least (my house flooded), but some couldn’t help 
but find an upside. The students of Holy Cross Primary 
who put rafts on their curriculum then convinced school 
principal Aoife McCarthy to test them in the school dam, 
on this month’s cover, are a prime example. 

Garden Club and Friends of Daly Nature Reserve 
reporters also highlight bright sides of the rain on page 
24. Gardens will need less watering and, as Bernhard 
Sucher put so nicely, “if we get a run of warm days, the 
plants will leap out of the ground, filling our hearts with 
joy and enthusiasm”.

I think Sam and Patrick of New Gisborne Primary 
Class 6A also found excitement in the wet weather as 
their report on district softball on page 26 includes some 
fantastic descriptions of the conditions. “The day was 
so great…the thick and heavy mud didn’t stop us…The 
ground ... was brown and slimy. You could feel yourself 
sinking into the earth, it felt like you could be consumed 
by the gooey brown mud.” 

The extraordinary rainfall led to local flooding but it 
also highlighted once again the dedication of emergency 
service volunteers (photos and stories on pages 9, 13 
and 36) and residents’ great appreciation of this. 

On a different note, many people will have heard 
that the Gisborne Block houses are on sale this month 
with a price guide of $4m. What do people think about 
this? The Block feature on page 6 presents two views 
on Channel Nine being in town in 2022.

Last, Elaine Miller OAM ends her article on the 90 
years of a Vision Australia Auxiliary in Gisborne with 
a nod to both sides of the closure: “my heart is very 
saddened indeed… but we are reminded that there is 
a time to start and a time to finish and to remember to 
give our heartfelt thanks for what has prevailed and for 
what we have achieved...”

There are so often different sides to a story, and it 
can be helpful to think of them when times are tough, or 
to keep things in perspective. 

Happy reading,
Corinne Shaddock
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Gisborne Secondary students hand over the donation to Pat Cronin Foundation representatives.

to the organisation on October 13.
“The foundation’s presentation to the college 

earlier this year was extremely moving and really 
struck a chord with the students,” said VCAL teacher 
Nathan Mills, who guided them in the fundraising, 
along with fellow teacher David Butler and support 
staffers Anne-Maree Coundon and Kate Austin. 

“The students wanted to help and took it on as 
a project within their curriculum. It has been a lot 
of hard work and I think they can be very proud of 
themselves,” he said.

Year 12 students at Gisborne Secondary College 
have raised more than $700 to assist the Melbourne-
based Pat Cronin Foundation as it rolls out its anti-
violence program to hundreds of schools.

A group of about 35 Victorian Certificate of 
Applied Learning (VCAL) students devised a series 
of fundraising ventures throughout term 3 to help 
ensure other students in Victoria can share the 
charity's educational presentations.    

The foundation was established after the death 
of 19-year-old Pat Cronin in Diamond Creek from a 
coward punch attack while on a night out in 2016, and 
aims to help young people avoid violence by making 
wise decisions. This year it hopes to reach about 
60,000 young people in schools and sports clubs.  

After months of school barbecues, a competition 
to guess the number of lollies in a jar, and even 
securing and raffling a signed Carlton football 
guernsey, the Gisborne students presented a cheque 

Gisborne students 
pitch in to help stop 
coward punch 

Foundation representative Nadine Curphey, on 
hand to receive the donation, said she was absolutely 
delighted with the result and thanked the students for 
their efforts. 

“We’re passionate about ... raising awareness of 
the impacts of violence and offering practical tips 
and strategies to avoid violence and aggression,” 
she said.

“The students at Gisborne have really embraced 
that. Their donation is a wonderful example of paying 
it forward and will certainly help us.” 

Cool Changes program, 
Macedon-Mt Macedon
The council’s Cool Changes program is continu-
ing in the communities of Macedon and Mt Mac-
edon to create a Community Climate Action Plan 
unique to the area.

With a great response to the initial survey, 
organisers have learnt that key priorities for 
climate action in this community are caring for 
the natural environment, emissions reduction, 
waste reduction, sustainable building design, 
sustainable living and environmental education. 

To explore these priorities further, the program 
is running workshops designed to bring people 
together, share Macedon and Mt Macedon’s 
climate action assets and create a plan for the 
future. Workshops will be held at Macedon and Mt 
Macedon Community House over Wednesdays 
November 16, 23 and 30, from 6pm to 8.30pm, 
with a light dinner provided. If you would like to 
participate, please visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/cool-
changes or contact Justin Walsh on 5422 0333.

The Gisborne Soccer Club senior women’s team, pictured here with coaches, was crowned champion of state league 4 
in Victoria in August. The club invites new members to join this active and successful club for the 2023 season. Further 
information is on the club’s website at www.gisbornesc.com.au.

Soccer champions

Designs Caddick 
Building Designers 
Registered Building Practitioner 

www.caddickdesigns.com.au 

 Building Advice 
 New House & Extension Designs 
 Commercial & Industrial Design 
 Planning Permit Processing 
 Energy Rating & BAL Reports 

Over 30 Years Service to Sunbury & Macedon Ranges 

• Over 20 years’ experience 
servicing pools and spas in the area.

• Maintenance, pumps, filters, 
chlorinators , controllers, blankets.

• Specialising in water and energy efficient 
technologies.

Mobile pool and spa service

Call Daniel

0416 289 898
dan@smartpoolservices.com.au
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SEEN AROUND TOWN

Seeking more memories 
of Ash Wednesday
Following a notice in the October edition that the 
Gazette will be publishing a 40th anniversary fea-
ture about the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires, more 
than 20 people have contacted Bryan Power with 
offers to provide their stories of that time. With 
such a positive response, Bryan is planning to 
publish the recollections as a book and invites fur-
ther contributions from others who would like to 
share their memories of that day and the recovery 
efforts that followed it.

Bryan can be contacted on 0417 140 828 or 
via bryanp2@bigpond.com. He looks forward to 
hearing from you.

VALE ANDREW HALL
Many residents have noted with 
sadness the untimely death of 
Andrew Hall, owner of Gisborne 
Power Products and a long-time 
Rotarian, on October 15. The 
Gazette hopes to present a full 
obituary in the next issue.

The Craft 
Table next 
to Priceline 
Pharmacy 
in Brantome 
Street opened 
in October.

Domino’s pizza was due to open soon 
on Prince Street (adjacent to Office 
National) when the Gazette went to 
press. 

The sheriff's in town... Mario and the gentle Ali were 
spotted outside the court house in Gisborne on 
one of the few sunny days last month. Mario lives 
in Melton and from time to time loads Ali into the 
horsebox and heads out for a change of scenery. 

Flowers were 
left on the gate 
outside jockey 
Harry White’s 
former property 
on Kilmore 
Road after his 
passing on 
October 21.  
Obituary page 23 

Macedon House up for 
sale again
The heritage-listed Macedon House in Gisborne 
is for sale once again, due to be auctioned on 
November 5. The property was bought in 2018 by 
Troy Daffy, who developed plans to restore the for-
mer hotel, build a modern residence nearby, and 
construct a number of units on the two-hectare 
site. 

He reached agreement with Heritage Victoria 
regarding the restoration of Macedon House and 
the design of the planned new home, but has 
been unable to resolve with Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council some of the development difficulties 
attached to the site.

 There is no doubt that this is a problematic site. 
There are four major issues the council must con-
sider in terms of possible development.

● The site has a unique place in the history of 
Gisborne and is highly valued by the community, 
and Macedon House, as a pre-gold rush build-
ing, is protected by state heritage legislation.
● The site makes up part of the historic gateway 
to Gisborne which includes the treelined road 
and the other historic buildings in the precinct: 
the court house, jail and stables.
● The site is zoned Conservation. Generally, re-
zoning applications have to demonstrate that a 
change would benefit the entire community, not 
only the land owner. Rezoning can also be a 
slow process.
●  Much of the land is on a flood plain. This 
aspect is becoming far more important for local 
government everywhere as climate change 
brings more extreme rainfall events. 

However, the costs of repairing and maintaining 
historic buildings are high, and buyers generally 
wish to create an income from such sites to cover 
these costs.

There's a chair 
in there... 

somewhere. 
The flooding last 

month left masses 
of debris caught 

on anything in 
the path of the 

water. This seat 
is in John Aitken 
Reserve beside 

Jacksons Creek.

Dixon Field soccer 
upgrade moves 
a step closer
Funding of $30,000 has been awarded towards the 
upgrade of soccer pitch No. 2 at Dixon Field.

The funding will allow the development of plans 
and cost estimates and the preparation of tender 
documents.

Proposed works will include drainage, irrigation, 
a new turf surface and LED lighting. When 
completed, the project will deliver a second full-size 
soccer pitch and provide flexibility for training and 
match days. The funding will also cover designs for 
a five-a-side synthetic soccer pitch, which will allow 
some all-weather training space.

The funding resulted from an application by 
Council to the State Government’s Local Sports 
Infrastructure Fund.

Macedon Ranges
residents throw 
millions away 
on pokies
In 2021-22, members of the Macedon Ranges 
community lost $7.7 million to pokie machines. 

This translates to $645,162 in losses per month. 
On average, each machine in the Macedon Ran-
ges generated losses of $75,164 in that year. 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council is inviting 
community members to take its Attitudes to Gam-
bling and Gambling Harm survey to help it develop 
a position on gambling in the future. 

The survey takes approximately five minutes 
and is completely anonymous.

To complete the survey, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
yoursay. Submissions close 5pm on November 30.

Anyone who is experiencing gambling harm 
can get assistance from Gamblers Help on 1800 
858 858.
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Help support families in 
need this Christmas 
As a continued response to the challenges of  
COVID-19, the Macedon Ranges gift card program 
is running again this year and is seeking financial 
donations to help make it possible. 

Local families in need receive Macedon Ranges 
Gift Shop gift cards, with a set amount for each 
child. Gift cards can be redeemed at participating 
local businesses. 

The program hopes to have as many businesses 
on board as possible, offering as many products 
and services as possible. 

By offering gift cards to businesses, the program 
supports not only local families in need but the local 
economy at the same time. 

The amount of gift cards and assistance that 
can be provided per child will depend solely on the 
amount of funds raised, the 
organisers say. The target is 
$15,000. 

Financial donations can 
be made by direct deposit, 
cash, cheque and online. 

Visit the Macedon Ranges 
Gift Shop Facebook page 
for more details, or contact 
Georgina Harvey, Macedon 
Ranges Gift Shop coordinator, on 0404 442 891.

Businesses involved will be required to accept the 
gift cards for products or services from November 
24 and hold them until January 31, when they will 
be reimbursed the total value of all cards collected. 

If you are a local business and would like to take 
part, email Danni Findlay at dfindlay@mrsc.vic.gov.
au or call 5422 0333. Registrations close on Friday 
November 11.

The program is run by Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council, Sunbury Cobaw Community Health and 
Kyneton Baptist, who have partnered to support 
families in need at Christmas for 12 years.

Vet team volunteers in Fiji
While the October springtime weath-
er was throwing a few wild cards 
around the Macedon Ranges, three 
of us sought a tropical alternative as 
we ventured across to Fiji for a vol-
unteering stint. 

Off we went: Caitlin the vet, and 
vet nurses Jess and Mahalia, with 
the hope of changing the world for 
the better in two short weeks with 
Vets Beyond Borders.

The smaller Fijian islands have 
no access to veterinary services at 
all, and the average wage barely 
covers living costs. Dogs have a 
very special relationship with people 
in villages and the community as a 
whole, but the reality is that finding 
funds for individual animal care 
within the Fijian household budget is 
prohibitively expensive. 

The stray dog population numbers 
explode under these conditions, so 
the focus of our veterinary volunteering contribution 
was primarily on desexing clinics.

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA) in Suva welcomed us, and we spent 
our time desexing shelter animals for rehoming, 
treating many with tropical diseases, and reaching 
out to the communities offering pop-up veterinary 
desexing clinics. 

The beauty of the universal relationship between 
dogs and people was always evident. Though 
considered ‘stray dogs’ by our standard, in reality, the 

dogs we treated co-existed in family groups, playing 
with the kids all day and being fed or scavenging 
whatever was available. Once desexed, most dogs 
are individually adopted, or taken back into their 
community, but without the problem of breeding 
contributing to overpopulation. 

Parasite control is a huge welfare concern, and 
deworming tablets comparatively expensive. Most 
dogs carry a large worm burden, adding to their 
poor health and creating human health risks too, so 
education and hygiene messages were always at 
front of mind.

Needless to say, we didn’t solve the entire Fiji 
stray dog population problem in two weeks. But we 
forged some rewarding professional and community 
friendships, we practised resourcefulness and resili-
ence in the face of challenging circumstances, 
and we returned with a renewed appreciation for 
the importance of the animal-human bond in all 
circumstances and a pride in our contribution to 
supporting it.

Caitlin Horwood
Want to know more? 
See vetsbeyondborders.org.

Jess, Caitlin and Mahalia at work in Fiji.

Fijian locals wait patiently with their dogs.

TARGET:

 $15,000
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• Carpentry • Welding • Tiling • Painting 
• Plumbing • High Pressure Water Cleaning 

• Maintenance & Repairs • Concrete Polishing 
• Bathroom Renovations • Kitchen Renovations 

• General Handyman Services 

 

Email:  rickleonard@bigpond.com 
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GISBORNE Vic 3437 

All hours 03 5428 3355 
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On-call GP available after hours 

Book your appointment 
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see website for details 

 
our GP doctors 
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Dr Heena Choksey  Dr Kasey Hogg  
Dr Carlie Di Camillo Dr Tim Phillips 
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Broad range of specialist and allied 
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detail 
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ONE VIEW
The Block: Treechange brought fame, excitement, 
business, and a social dividend to Gisborne. 

First and foremost, the show increased awareness 
of the beautiful Macedon Ranges and Gisborne’s 
“country on the edge of the city” offering. In the words 
of one local teenager, it made her feel special.  

This promotion has likely contributed to increased 
demand for property in the district and thus a rise in 
property values — a boon for local property owners 
and real estate agents.

Damien Cooley of TCC Real Estate will be auc-
tioning House 4 on November 5 and Helen Sankey of 
Connect Real Estate featured on a realestate.com.au 
video on “Gisborne: Victoria’s regional gem” published 
on its website on October 12 under the title “Real es-
tate’s best-kept secret exposed by The Block, shining 
a light on Gisborne.”

 During production, the show’s cast and crew fre-
quented many local businesses, getting massages 
at Gisborne Health Essentials, counter meals at The 
Telegraph, and take away from Trinh’s Kitchen and 
Shepherd’s Choice to name a few. Gisborne Tyres 
fixed many a puncture after contestants drove over 
nails on their sites.

Josh and Chantel Gilbert of Bluegum Electrical got 
to tour the houses as they neared completion and 
used it as an opportunity to share information on off-
grid solar set-ups, batteries and heat pump hot water 
systems.  

Gisborne Golf Club hosted a four-hole challenge 
between the contestants and Keith Schleiger, known 
as “The Blockinator” for his “my way or the highway” 
attitude. Peter Barker from the club reported that Keith 
lost and was roundly heckled by the contestants.

Even Braemar College got in on the action, with 
the iconic Braemar House featuring as the backdrop 
to “Block HQ” for the season. VCE media classes 
joined the show’s technical and camera crews as they 
captured Braemar House and senior hospitality class-
es got the opportunity to prepare and serve a three-
course meal to contestants and the show hosts. 

Finally, the show does a charity project each season 
in the local community and the beneficiaries in Gis-
borne were Tim Atlas and Tyler Donnan, two special 

needs residents, who had their house and back yard 
renovated at no cost and featured in an episode of the 
show. The show fitted out and added to a basketball 
and putting golf area, trampoline, turf and planter box-
es — all generously donated to the men by Macedon 
Nursery and Garden Supplies shortly before — for 
which Tim’s mother Kaye Atlas is extremely grateful.

ANOTHER VIEW
Many residents on acreages in South Gisborne have 
expressed strong condemnation of the arrival and ac-
tivities of The Block. The general view of residents sur-
veyed for this article was that the constructions were 
out of character with the area, where the footprint and 
appearance of houses was small scale so as not to 
detract from the rural aspect. 

They said the houses, with their enormous shed-
like additions, did not respect the character of the 
area. Long-time residents have had rural outlooks 
destroyed, and most were concerned that the build-
ing permissions gained by The Block set a precedent 
that would continue to eat away at South Gisborne’s 
semi-rural amenity. 

The attitude of residents to any potential windfall 
from an increase in the value of their own properties 
was that this was no compensation for amenity lost. 
They felt that the buzz around The Block program 
would quickly fade and residents would be left with the 
mess in the form of a permanent change in the char-
acter of South Gisborne, which included a decline in 
affordability of small acreages.

This affordability issue can be seen already in the 
prices quoted on four new lots of vacant land for sale 
in Weigall Road, opposite The Block development in 
McGeorge Road. The six-acre (roughly 2.5ha) blocks 
are all quoted at a reserve price of $1 million, when 
the median price for such blocks is between $500,000 
and $520,000. Advertising for these blocks highlights 
its proximity to The Block development.

A number of residents said they made complaints 
to the council over access issues during construction.

When The Block came to Gisborne
Season 18 of the Channel Nine television show The Block was filmed in South Gisborne and 
involved contestants renovating and extending five “farmhouses” brought from outside the district 
onto adjacent ten-acre lots in McGeorge Road earlier this year. The experience has had a mixed 
response from the community, so the Gazette presents two views on the matter.

Tim Atlas 
and Tyler 
Donnan 
use their 
newly 
refurbished 
outdoor 
area. 
Picture: 
Kaye 
Atlas.

Braemar 
House as 

“Block 
HQ”.

Picture: Kaye Atlas
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Go local for your end-of-year 
celebrations
2022 is winding up and with it comes an inevi-
table multitude of get-togethers and end-of-year 
parties for our schools, kindergartens, parent 
groups, clubs and activities.

If you are organising an end-of-year celebra-
tion, consider some of the following ideas.

Local playgrounds: Get families together at 
your favourite park for a picnic and a play. There 
are parks equipped with barbecue facilities such 
as the Adventure Playground and John Aitken 
Reserve in Gisborne, Stanley Park and Ash 
Wednesday Park in Macedon. Alternatively, you 
may prefer to meet at your neighbourhood play-
ground – it’s as easy as bringing a plate of finger 
food each.

Local natural wonders: Change things up 
and go for a walk with your group. You can 
choose one based on age and ability. Sanito-
rium Lake at Mount Macedon, Hanging Rock 
and Camel’s Hump are just a few wonders to 
choose from. If there is an obliging cafe nearby, 
such as Top of the Range Tearooms or Hang-
ing Rock Cafe, you could grab a beverage after 
your walk.

Kid-friendly eateries: Our local cafes 
are great places for families to catch up, es-
pecially if they have areas for kids such as 
3 Little Pigs in Gisborne or the Gisborne Golf 
Club. 

Wineries and dining: If you’re celebrating 
sans children, consider heading to Gisborne’s 
new bar, Mint Lounge, or to one of the great 
local eateries or wineries.

Buy presents locally: Lastly, if you’re buy-
ing a present for teachers, carers, coaches and 
the like, try to buy your end-of-year present lo-
cally, to put dollars back into our community. 
Happy celebrating!

(Please note that all recommendations are general 
and the writer is not paid for her comments.)

KAT'SKAT'S  KORNER  KORNER

with Kat Buttigiegwith Kat Buttigieg

Small-batch 
producers are 

making a name 
for themselves 

and the Macedon 
Ranges.

Nine businesses in the South Ward 
are finalists in the Josh’s Rainbow 
Eggs Macedon Ranges Business 
Excellence Awards for 2022. They 
form part of the 26 finalists in 

total, from across the Macedon Ranges, who are 
competing in nine categories.

The People’s Choice Award will be decided by 
public vote and is open now. To vote, go to mrsc.
vic.gov.au/business-awards before voting closes at 
midnight on Monday November 14.

The winners will be announced on November 18.
SOUTH WARD FINALISTS
Millett Road Maker – finalist in Champion of Social, 
Environmental or Sustainability Principles and Small 
and Thriving
Mount Macedon Winery – Agribusiness and Food 
Manufacturing
Cloverleaf Corriedale Stud – Agribusiness and 
Food Manufacturing
Gisborne Family Dental – Excellence in Health, 
Wellness and Care
Cavalli Motorsports – Excellence in 
Manufacturing, Trades, Retail and Innovation

Some of the finalists (from left): Andrew Towner (Braeside 
Mt Macedon), Naomi Juric (Gisborne Family Dental), 
Sarah Barton and James Sheawick (awards’ sponsor 
Gisborne Bendigo Bank), Tash and Hayden Oliver (RV 
Storage Solutions).

RV Storage Solutions – Excellence in 
Manufacturing, Trades, Retail and Innovation
Gisborne Medical Centre – Excellence in 
Professional Services
Braeside Mt Macedon Country Retreat – 
Excellence in Tourism and Visitor Experience
The Wine Collective – Small and Thriving

Business award finalists

Gin has become hugely 
popular in recent times, 
so much so that our area 
is now home to some of 

the finest small-batch gin produced in Victoria. Gis-
borne Rotary Club is proudly giving gin lovers an op-
portunity to try it out at the Macedon Ranges 
Gin Showcase on November 5.

Lovers of a good G&T will enjoy tasting 
some amazing gins and get to meet the in-
teresting makers behind the product. You’ll 
hear their stories, find out how gin is made 
and get to try out some of the finest gins in 
the country. 

Three of this region’s award-winning pro-
ducers – Animus Distillery, Big Tree Distillery 
and Mountain Distilling – will be there. These 
small-batch, artisan gin makers all bring their 
own approach to the craft. 

Characteristically featuring locally foraged 

Club of Gisborne
Rotary

botanicals and special home-grown tonics, they 
have created palate-pleasing nuances and flavours.

Come along for an enjoyable social evening of 
gin-tasting in a relaxed environment. Included in 
the $60 ticket price is a complimentary G&T at the 
door, tastings of a variety of gins, grazing platters, 

table seating and live music by country  
singer-songwriter Craig Lloyd.  
WHEN: 5pm to 7:30pm Saturday Novem-
ber 5 at the clubroom of Macedon Ranges 
and District Motor Club, 10 Webb Cres-
cent, New Gisborne. 

Numbers are limited so entry is by 
pre-purchased ticket only. Funds raised 
will go to community and humanitarian 
projects supported by Rotary. 

Find out more and buy your tickets on-
line at www.trybooking.com/CDATY. 

For any inquiries, call 0493 477 650.  
Barry Wills

Come and enjoy Macedon Ranges gin 
tasting – that's the spirit
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NO SURCHARGES - NO BOOKING FEES - NO TOLLS 

Your local driver, servicing  
Macedon Ranges & Sunbury 

 

 
 
 
 

 

0468 347 742 

AIRPORT & CITY TRANSFERS 

PRE-BOOKED at a 
FIXED PRICE 

 

EFTPOS & All Major Credit Cards  

www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 
 
www.sunrangeshirecars.com.au 

 

We have video conference call facilities.
Call and make an appointment.

Providing financial services you can trust since 1973.

nixon financial services pty ltd

Gisborne Office: (T)  5428 0123,  23A Hamilton Street.
SunburyOffice: (T) 9744 2400,  19 Evans Street. 

Joel PlowmanBob Nixon Michelle Abela

A chance to see the 
bluebells of Duneira
– and more
Duneira has combined with Mount Macedon Tours to 
host a Bluebell Festival on November 5 and 6.

This is a wonderful opportunity to see the masses 
of bluebells in flower beneath Duneira’s iconic Elm 
Avenue.

Duneira estate was established in 1874 by pasto-
ralist Suetonius Officer. It comprises 15 hectares (38 
acres) with approximately 6.5ha under garden and is 
recognised as one of the most significant hill stations 
on Mount Macedon to have survived the devastating 
Ash Wednesday bushfires of 1983. 

The last owner, Stuart 
Stoneman, established the 
S.R. Stoneman Founda-
tion, which continues to 
maintain and care for the 
estate. Stuart wanted to 
share the wonder of this 
unique property with in-
terested parties, and the 
Bluebell Festival offers an 
opportunity to do just that 
— and raise funds for the 
maintenance of Duneira.

Stalls will include fresh produce from Oscar’s 
Farm, the Little Bean coffee van, handmade fabric 
items by Evie & Us, couture headpieces and hats 
from Evangeline Millinery, and Josette’s Perfumery 
of Piper Street, Kyneton.

Pots of bluebells from Duneira’s garden will also 
be available.

The CWA will provide fresh scones, cakes, sand-
wiches, sausage rolls, preserves and more and Rov-
er scouts a sausage sizzle. Children’s activities will 
be available while adults enjoy wine and gin tasting 
and sales from local suppliers.

Head gardener Pip Shannon will be taking guided 
tours of the heritage-listed garden and a lively three-
piece band will add to the festive atmosphere.

It will also be an opportunity to take a peek in-
side the historic house (circa 1875) with guided walk-
through tours throughout the day.

Tickets $30 per person, kids under 16 free. Onsite 
parking available.

Bookings can be made online at www. 
mountmacedontours.com.au.

Gisborne and Macedon RSL will hold a 
small service at the Gisborne Cenotaph 
on November 11 beginning at 10.40am.

Remembrance Day honours the 
sacrifice of the men and women who 
served and still serve in Australia’s wars 

and peacekeeping operations. We do not celebrate 
war itself, but the day is an opportunity to remember 
those who served as many in our community did. 
Some we know, but there are others whose stories 
are unknown to us.

Michael De Largey-Healey and Wal Culthorpe are 
two such veterans who are RSL members. 

Wal is now close to 100 years of age and is a vet-
eran of the World War II battles in the Pacific. He is a 
modest, unassuming man who after the war worked 
for Ford Motor Company as an accountant in a sen-
ior position that took him all over the world. 

Michael joined the RAF in 1952 and served with 
No 42 Squadron until 1956 as a flight engineer on 
Hornets. No, not the modern-day fighter jets, but 
propeller fighter aircraft deployed to Malaysia, Sin-
gapore and Hong Kong during the time of the com-
munist insurgencies in that part of the world. 

Michael went on to study economics at Cambridge 
University and worked in business as well. After his 
retirement, he volunteered with the World Bank and 
taught English and mathematics in Vietnam. 

There are many men and women such as Wal 
and Michael who survived war service and became 
assets to both our communities and country. 

Michael De Largey-Healey and Wal Culthorpe with RSL 
president Rob Funston.

Remembrance Day in Gisborne
The day does not celebrate war 
itself, but is an opportunity to 
remember those who served

It is also time to reflect on those who gave the 
supreme sacrifice and did not return home to enjoy 
a full life and further contribute to our communities.

    Lest we forget. 
Jan Field, welfare officer, Gisborne RSL

NOVEMBER MARKETS
Macedon Christmas Farmers' Market
Saturday November 26 
9am to 1pm

Macedon Village is presenting a special 
Christmas Market, combining your favourite
farmers with a selection of specialty gift stalls.
Macedon Primary School, 
67 Smith Street, Macedon

Sunday November 6
9am to 2pm 
Food, fresh produce, 
arts and crafts

Gisborne Olde 
Time Market
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Are you experiencing a separation? 
Do you need legal advice to help you  
at this challenging and emotional time?

Appointments by Zoom,  
Facetime and Skype available.

reception@romermaud.
com.au
romermaud.com.au

 Romermaud

 03 9070 9856
Call us to arrange  
a no-obligation  
appointment today

Operating in Melbourne, Macedon Ranges, and Bendigo

Property Settlements  •  Parenting Matters  •  Divorces   
Family Violence Orders  •  Court Appearances  •  Married, De-Facto  
and LGBTQI Couples and Families  •  Mediation and Dispute Resolution

We are accredited to provide legal aid services for eligible clients.

November events and 
courses at MRFEC
Macedon Ranges Further Education Centre 
(MRFEC) in Hamilton Street, Gisborne, has some 
great events on in November. 

It’s Scone Time on 
November 15, 10.30am 
to 11.30am, a free com-
munity morning tea with 

everyone’s favourite, scones and cream. Limited 
numbers, so register before November 9 by calling 
5428 3799. 

Self-Defence for Women, conducted by spe-
cialist instructors, will run on November 29, 6.30pm 
to 8.30pm. This is a practical, all-abilities class that 
teaches you real world self-defence so you can get 
out of a situation. Special price $15. 

For those running a business, we have a digital 
marketing workshop on November 8, from 9.30am 
to 11.30am. 

Christmas-themed workshops. Christmas tree 
decorations, Christmas wreath and floral arrange-
ment workshops are all coming up. To find out more, 
check out our website, Facebook page or contact the 
office on 5428 3799. 

We recently launched a new website (created 
by local web designer Kelly from KGMG Creative) 
which is easier for people to navigate and showcas-
es some of our classes. Some of the brilliant pho-
tos used were donated by a local photographer, Jeni 
Wren Photography. 

A range of events are happening at Gisborne 
Library this month.

Crochet and Conversation – Monday Novem-
ber 7, 2pm to 3pm. Are you new to crochet, like 
to learn or working on a project and like some 
company? Come along to the friendly Crochet 
& Conversation group to share your love of all 
things crochet.
Monthly. No bookings required.

Peter FitzSimons: The Battle of Long Tan 
– Author talk, Friday November 11, 12 noon to 
1pm. Meet best-selling non-fiction writer Peter 
FitzSimons as he tells the story of this classic 
battle. An engrossing and powerful history told 
by a true storyteller.
Book sales and signings. Bookings required.

The Memory Place: Beauty and Style – Tues-
day November 15, 4pm to 5.30pm. Join us for 
memories, conversation and fun as we share our 
beautiful themed memory kits. Enjoy reflecting 
on or learning about the past and the stories that 
objects can tell. Refreshments included. Book-
ings required. To book visit www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au 
or phone 5428 3962.

Home Library Service
Do you find it difficult to get to the library due to 
illness or disability?  The library is able to arrange 
regular deliveries of fiction and non-fiction books, 
large print books, talking books, DVD’s and mag-
azines. Temporary deliveries after hospitalisation 
are also available.

More information can be found at www.ncgrl.
vic.gov.au/homelibrary or phone us at the library 
on  5428 3962.

GISBORNE CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT

Sunday December 4 ● 6pm ● Dixon Field 

Pre-entertainment by Song Sisters begins 6pm.

Sausage sizzle, ice cream and coffee van, 
candles and glow sticks for sale.
Come along and listen to the choirs from the 
local primary schools as well as the Young 
Voices of Macedon, 
and join in the singing 
of carols with the 
Carols by Candlelight 
Choir. 

See who will be 
awarded the Local 
Hero for services to the 
community. We look 
forward to seeing you 
there. 

Special thanks to 
committee members for all their hard work.

Christmas-themed workshops are coming up at MRFEC.

 WHAT'S ON AT
  THE LIBRARY?

Water, water 
everywhere
Record rainfall hit the district on October 6, with 
one resident on Waterfalls Road, Mount Macedon, 
measuring more than 80mm in his rain gauge. 

With further heavy rainfall forecast for a week 
later, residents collected and filled thousands of 
sandbags at the Gisborne SES station on November 
12 to help protect their properties. Melbourne Water 
reported 131.6mm across October 13 and 14 in 
Mount Macedon.

Macedon Ranges Shire Council reported it was 
working to support about 21 flood-affected house-
holds and businesses across the shire and antici-
pated the number may change.  

Darraweit Guim in the east of the shire was the 
hardest-hit town, with up to 15 houses inundated by 
floodwaters resulting in significant damage.

A total of 44 roads were closed, with 32 open 
again on October 19.     More flood pictures ►page 36

SES volunteers fill sandbags in Gisborne.

The exercise point in Aitken Reserve under water. 
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Bryce Stevens – Dip Therapeutic Massage

Remedial Massage Clinic – Mt Macedon

By Appointment: 0419 393 733
1 hr  $90       ½ hr  $55

Health Funds and Credit Cards accepted

Expert Pruning,
Design, Landscaping, 
Planting, Mowing, 
Weeding.

Reliable, 
14 years local 
experience. 
Fully Insured.

Revitalise Revitalise 
Your GardenYour Garden

Ian and Melanie Matthews 
and Trained Staff

MACEDON GARDENING

0402 46 46 00

WANTED 
TO BUY-CASH PAID 
ANYTHING OLD & UNUSUAL 

TOOLS, CHINA, RECORDS, 
FISHING GEAR, TOYS, TINS, 

BOTTLES, SIGNS, OLD WARES. 
PH. RICHARD 5428 2848 

0417 415 336 

Friends of Vision Australia, formerly 
the  Auxiliary, marked its 90th 

birthday and, sadly, the closure of the 
branch on September 27.

  

Thirty-five members and supporters enjoyed 
the 90th birthday celebration for the Gisborne 
auxiliary of Vision Australia at the Gisborne 

Masonic Hall on September 27. 
Vision Australia's Community Fundraising Rela-

tionship Officer, Cassie Wright, was in attendance 
with Robert Fletcher, an inspirational blind client with 
his guide dog Hamish. 

Robert said that his life had been completely 
changed when his vision became impaired in his ear-
ly 40s, being left with only 4% of his peripheral vision. 
With help from Vision Australia, he is now able once 
again to navigate computers and other electronic 
equipment and lead a near-normal life. He began 
playing blind tennis, which helped him connect with 
the blind and vision-impaired community, and he re-
cently won the Singapore Tennis Open for the Blind. 

Rob is passionate about supporting others with 
vision impairment to achieve their dreams and do 
things they may believe only sighted people can do.

History of the auxiliary from 
1932 to 2022
Drawn from the early minutes and presented 
to the gathering by Elaine Miller

The first meeting of the Gisborne Auxiliary of the 
Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind (RVIB) was 
held on 15 March 1932. The early meetings were at 
either the Gisborne Mechanics Institute or the Scout 
Hall – it cost one shilling to hire the hall. It appears 
that the meetings were only held annually, and 
Miss Betty Ross Watt, a well-known member of the 
community, was always in the chair for the change of 
office-bearers.

Blind concerts were held annually and, on one 
occasion in 1932, a letter of acknowledgement was 

Tricia Kaye with the birthday cake made by member 
Barbara Lock.

Longtime Vision Australia Auxiliary secretary Elaine Millar 
ready to cut the cake, with husband Graeme and Beth 
Crawford.

received by the auxiliary from the Blind School with 
thanks for making cakes for the children.  

In the 1940s, the annual door-to-door collections 
started, and a Saturday was put aside for this. About 
£30 to £40 was an average collection. At this time 
meetings were being held at Cathlaw, the home of 
Betty Ross Watt. It was noted on one occasion that 
Betty and her friend Elsa Sauer were the only ones 
who turned up for a meeting at the Scout Hall, so 
they decided not to have a meeting; just to continue 
as in the previous year. So perhaps it was the won-
derful hospitality at Cathlaw that attracted good at-
tendances as, after that, there is no mention of the 
Scout Hall! 

At early meetings, there were about 10 in attend-
ance, but by the late '60s this had risen to about 40. 
Both Betty and Elsa were remarkable women who 

raised thousands of dollars for the RVIB and other 
charities. Betty Ross Watt was awarded the British 
Empire Medal for her dedicated work. 

Ethel Robinson joined the auxiliary in 1963 and 
became treasurer and, in 1978, the secretary. She 
was a great inspiration and, with her help and hard 
work, that year $1000 was presented to headquar-
ters. 

In 1987, five ladies received 50-year-service 
badges. In 1988, on the day of the RVIB AGM, mem-
ber Elsie Funston passed away, and, later, in 1989, 
Betty Ross Watt died. 

Betty left a very generous bequest to the RVIB 
amounting to $72,000, and these funds were used to 
construct the talking book library and recording stu-
dios in Prahran. The library provided thousands of 
people with books on tape or in braille.  

Ninety years of Vision Australia in Gisborne

Continued next page
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In 1998, then-president Janet 
Currie retired at age 90 and, after 
35 years’ service, Ethel Robinson 
(then secretary) moved to Keilor. 

There was a determined effort to recruit new 
office-bearers and a new committee was elected, 
with all office-bearers being very new to the RVIB, 
including myself as secretary/treasurer.

At that time just the door-knock was happening 
but, with too few people participating, this activity 
was disbanded and, from 1998, a few new ideas 
were adopted. We decided to meet quarterly, and in 
each October to hold a hamper raffle and collection 
and sell Christmas cards and calendars at the Gis-
borne Village Shopping Centre. In 2000, it was de-
cided to hold an annual 3S lunch consisting of soup, 
sandwiches and slices, which in the following years 
became very popular. Annual morning teas with 
speakers were organised and we held trading tables 
and raffles at our meetings. We also arranged public 
celebrations for our 70th and 80th birthdays.

In 2005, the RVIB merged with The Royal Blind 
Society and Vision Australia to become known as 
Vision Australia, later joined by Seeing Eye Dogs 
Australia. We have since had several speakers 
from Vision Australia along with clients and dogs 
in training come to Gisborne and they have always 
been a delight, especially at our lunches, where we 
would get approximately 100 people.

Over many years, we have been supported by our 
two local opticians, Simon Leong and Andre Mallet, 

with collection tins at their counters 
and we extend to them our sincere 
thanks.

On Australia Day 2013, the 
Gisborne auxiliary was honoured by the Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council with the presentation of the 
Community Event Award for the 3S lunch, combined 
with the 80th birthday celebration. Beth Crawford 
and Jean Dixon, both long-standing mem-
bers for over 40 years, were thanked for their 
outstanding service. It was highlighted that it 
is recorded in the first minutes of 1932 that Beth 
Crawford’s mother (Mrs Gray) was in attendance, 
presumably with Beth who was then three years old. 
How incredible now that after 90 years Beth is still 
present at our meetings! 

In recent years, our target has been to raise $5000 
annually. Over 90 years, our group has raised in ex-
cess of $100,000 to assist Vision Australia.

I would like to say thanks for an ever-reliable 
and supportive president, Tricia Kaye, and to all 30 
members of our auxiliary, for their wonderful support; 
they have been the best team ever to work with. 

After 24 years as secretary/treasurer, my heart 
is very saddened indeed to see the closure of our 
auxiliary, but we are reminded that there is a time to 
start and a time to finish and to remember to give our 
heartfelt thanks for what has prevailed and for what 
we have achieved in 90 years.

Elaine Millar OAM, 
secretary/treasurer, Gisborne Friends of Vision 

Australia Auxiliary (1998-2022)

Ninety years of Vision Australia in Gisborne

Call goes out for new crop of steam engine drivers
The Gisborne Vintage Machinery So-
ciety is calling out to any interested 
people in the area who have a current 
steam ticket or would be prepared to undertake the 
necessary training and examinations to become a 
steam engine driver.

The club has only five steam-ticketed drivers, of 
whom four are over 70 years and one is in his 50s.

We have four large steam items: a Fowler roller, 
a Fowler traction engine, a Ruston Hornsby portable 
engine and a Perry locomotive. The club is prepared 
to facilitate the training for interested people so that 
they can obtain their steam and boiler ticket. They 
would need to make a time commitment to study 
and complete the required work modules and prac-

tical tasks and sit exams. There is also 
a monetary component to obtaining this 
licence. On completion of the ticket, you 

will have a WorkSafe high-risk licence, enabling you 
to drive steam locomotives, traction engines, port-
able boilers and paddle steamers. There is plenty 
of opportunity to train on the club’s equipment at the 
Steam Park in Webb Crescent, New Gisborne.

We also have miniature 71/4 trains that you can 
come and get involved in. This railway runs on the 
first Sunday of the month from October to May from 
11am to 3pm at the Steam Park.

If you are interested in becoming a driver, contact 
me, Jeff Shepherd, on 0408 541 820 or email jeff.
shepherd@bigpond.com.Perry and Roller are seeking new drivers.

From previous page Gisborne Festival 
back this year 
After a forced two-year hiatus due to COVID, the 
Gisborne Festival is back on Friday December 9 
from 4.30pm to 9.30pm. The Gisborne and District 

Lions Club is looking forward to the ongo-
ing support of this major community 

event. Applications for the parade 
and stalls are available by emailing  

gisbornefestival@gmail.com. 
There will be 

live music, fam-
ily entertainment, 

carnival rides and mar-
ket and food stalls at Gar-

diner Reserve from 4.30pm. A 
range of free children’s activities 
will include face painting, henna 

tattoos, hair braiding and spar-
kles, miniature railway and junior 
sporting activities. 

The street parade will start at 
5.30pm and will include a large 
range of community groups, 
floats, pipe band, stilt walker, 
Bendigo Chinese Lions and 
Santa. The festival, sponsored 
by Bendigo Bank, will con-
clude with a fireworks display. 

Entry to the event is free.
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MELBOURNE PODIATRY
G R O U P

Podiatry and Footwear

Shop 12, Nexus Centre, 19 Nexus way, Gisborne VIC 3437 PH: 1300 650 293

Flat feet Heel pain Sore Knees

Program launch for Arts & 
Culture 2023 events
5.30pm, Thursday, December 15 
Kyneton Town Hall

Council’s Arts & Culture team is holding a free end-
of-year celebration for the local arts community. 
There will be a sneak peek at shows coming to 
Kyneton Town Hall and Kyneton Museum in the 
first half of 2023. Pre-sale tickets for events will be 
available on the night, which will include live music. 

Entry is free and finger food will be available. 
For information and to book, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/
launch-party or contact the Box Office on 1300 888 
802 (Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4pm)

Bag soft plastics at the tip
Thank you to all residents and businesses using 
the free soft plastics recycling service at our 
transfer stations. Together we have saved over 40 
tonnes of plastic from landfill. Please remember 
that soft plastics must be bagged to avoid litter, and 
check the list of accepted items on our website. 
For information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/soft-plastics.

Environment events: November
● Selecting and sourcing plants for your property 
– webinar. Tuesday November 8, 7.30pm, online.

● Integrated weed management on rural 
properties – webinar. Tuesday November 15, 
7.30pm, online.

● Nassella (needle grass) identification and 
control workshop. Saturday November 26, 10am 
to 12pm, Gisborne.

For more information and to register for any 
event, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/environment-events. 
Once registered, the webinar or event address 
will be sent to you prior to the event. 

During October we were all aware of extreme 
rainfall events. In the Macedon Ranges Shire 
we fared much better than our neighbors to the 
north, with about 21 households and businesses 
impacted by flooding and 44 roads closed. 

Council held a number of community flood 
information sessions and the message from 
emergency services was one of frustration 
at having to rescue people who had risked 
their lives driving into flood waters. Another 
consideration is that most modern cars are 
written off after immersion and with supply chain 
issues you may be without a car for a while.

Nominations for the council’s Australia Day 
awards are currently open, closing on Friday 
November 11. Award categories for 2023 include  
Citizen of the Year, Connecting Communities 
Award, Healthy People and Environment Award 
and Business and Tourism Award. Details are 
on the council website and I encourage you 
to nominate people and organisations that 
make significant contributions to their local 
communities.

The council welcomes $30,000 state govern-
ment funding for Dixon Field in Gisborne. You 
can read details of what this funding will cover 
in the news story on page 4.

The council has endorsed the release of the 
draft Gisborne Skate Park Review and Design 
for four weeks of community consultation. 

This project was instigated in response to 
written and video correspondence received 
from 738 people requesting that the Gisborne 
Skate Park be upgraded and expanded. Details 
are on our website and I encourage you to have 
your say.

Please call me on 0419 309 953 or email 
rguthrie@mrsc.com.au if I can be of any 
assistance.

COUNCILLOR'S COUNCILLOR'S 
COLUMNCOLUMN

With Cr Rob Guthrie

Dance classes
Enrolments for dance classes at Gisborne Com-
munity Centre and Buffalo Sports Stadium in 
Woodend next year open in November and fill fast. 
Tiny Tackers for pre-schoolers aged 2-5, Studio2 
MIX for school-aged students 6-12 years, and 
Studio2 Hip Hop and Tap for 8-12 years and 13-18 
years. For information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/dance.

Compost for your garden
The Council is offering delivery of Australian 
standard FOGO compost alongside mulch to 
residents. Delivery sizes and costs are: three 
cubic metres: $146.30; six cubic metres: $182.60. 
To book delivery, call 5422 0333 or visit the council 
offices. To learn more, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/mulch.

Free reusable nappy workshop
Free workshop about reusable cloth nappies 
at 10.30am on November 12 at Lancefield 
Neighbourhood House. Attendees will go into 
a lucky prize draw to win a modern cloth nappy 
starter pack, valued at $200. Seats are limited. 
Reserve your spot via mrsc.vic.gov.au/nappies. 
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Proudly sponsored  by the 
Rotary Club of Gisborne COMMUNITY SERVICECOMMUNITY SERVICE

Bullengarook's new tanker has 
indeed been christened with a 
deployment to Echuca as part 
of Coliban Strike Team 0265, 
which is made up of tankers from 
Bullengarook, Kyneton, Carlsruhe, 

Malmsbury and Clarkefield. 
Brigade members made an extraordinary effort to 

provide crews for the deployment so far with only 
minimal assistance from neighbouring brigades; a 
testament to the ethos at Bullengarook with helping 
others in need.

Crews have so far completed a variety of tasks 
including sandbagging, pumping storm water over 
levees, patrolling vulnerable areas and manning 
pumping stations. At the time of writing, we have 
already done over a week in Echuca and the river 
is yet to peak. With at least two more days already 
confirmed we are expecting busy days ahead.

We wish the townspeople of Echuca and 
surrounding areas all the best in this difficult time 

We are excited that the fabulous Shedmen from 
the Gisborne Men’s Shed are busy putting the final 
touches on this year’s cubby house (see their report 
on page 23) which will be raffled off in the leadup to 
Christmas, with all proceeds going to the Gisborne 
Foodbank. 

The cubby will be heading out ‘on tour’ this month 
around Gisborne so everyone can check it out in 
person; keep your eyes posted on our socials for 
more information on dates and locations. In the 
meantime, you can buy tickets at www.a-cubby-

house-for-christmas-2022.raisely.
com.

With Christmas just around the 
corner, as we do each year, the 
Gisborne Foodbank will be distributing 

Christmas hampers to those in need in our Macedon 
Ranges community (last year we distributed more 
than 90 hampers in the leadup to Christmas). We are 
now accepting donations for the hampers which will 
be packed in mid-December. 

We would welcome donations of food, especially 

Christmas fare. If you are out shopping and would 
like to donate Christmas items to the Foodbank, 
you can deliver them in person, or leave them at the 
various drop points (details on our website).

The Gisborne Foodbank is open on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 10am to 3pm. Please contact us on 
mobile 0492 850 520, email info@gisbornefoodbank.
org.au, drop in on Wednesday or Friday, message 
us via Facebook (@GisborneFoodbank) or visit our 
website, www.gisbornefoodbank.org.au).

Julie Ireland

Zonta says no to violence 
The ‘16 Days of Activism’ to prevent 
violence against women runs between 
November 25 and December 10. 

Come along and learn more about 
what the Zonta Club of Kyneton is 
doing during the 16 Days at the Social Foundry, 
Kyneton, on December 3 at 10.30am.

Submitted by Donna Fabris

GREAT AGM 
Members of the GREAT 
Association Inc (Gisborne 
Region Events Activities 
Tourism) are invited to the 
Annual General Meeting to 

be held on Wednesday November 16 at 6pm 
in the Macedon Ranges Netball meeting room, 
Hamilton Street, New Gisborne.

Nominations for committee members will be 
accepted on the night or prior in writing. 

RSVP to great@great.gisnet.net.au by Friday 
November 11.

GREAT volunteers operate the Gisborne Olde 
Time Market and produce the Gisborne Gazette.

The annual Gisborne Gazette function to thank 
volunteers was held on October 21.

Certificates for five years as distributors were 
awarded to Brian and Marcia Collins, Michael and 
Anne O’Brien, Barbara and Geoffrey Rosewall, 
William Martin and Todd Brown. Ten-year distribution 
certificates went to Neil Anderson, Chris Finch 
and Elizabeth Summers and 15-year distribution 
certificates to Kath Bamford and Margaret Keen.

Rob Mitchell MP received a 10-year certificate for 
sponsorship and Bevan Moody from Gisborne CFA 

received a five-year reporters’ certificate. 
Ten-year reporter certificates went to Ken Reither 

from the Gisborne Men’s Shed, Kylie Miller from New 
Gisborne Primary and Dianne Gome from Young 
Voices of Macedon. 

Louis Bokor from the Calder Fly Fishing Association 
presented the Gazette with a donation of $200.

Entertainment by the Gisborne Singers included 
an array of pieces and a fantastic rendition of Queen’s 
Bohemian Rhapsody to end the evening, which was 
held at the Gisborne Golf Club.

Gazette volunteers get to party like it's...

CFA

Bullengarook CFA helps out in flooded Echuca

Neil Anderson, Kylie Miller, Bevan Moody, Chris Finch, Elizabeth Summers, Helen and Michael O’Brien and Doug 
Markham (collecting Ken Reither’s certificate). 

The Bullengarook tanker pumps water over a levee on October 17.

and we, along with our neighbouring brigades, 
will be there to support and assist as long as 
we are required.                        Simon Hayward

From left: Capt Simon Hayward, Lt Matthew 
Hunter, Comms Officer Remi Jacquemain and 
firefighter Gerry Shephard prepare for tasking at 
Echuca Fire Station on October 18. 

Chance to win a cubby house in time for Christmas
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ARTSARTS Proudly sponsored by ■ The Gallery Mt Macedon 
■ The Gisborne Singers  ■ The Mount Players 

■ Macedon Ranges Photographic Society

Environmental 
inspirations 

The Gallery this month welcomes visiting 
artist Nick Dell’Oso and his exhibition From 
Earth to Sea. The exhibition is an eclectic 
and diverse collection of paintings. 

"These works are my interpretation on the 
world around me and reflect my longstanding and 
continuing fascination with the interaction of subject, 
colour, texture, form and also the joy of creating a free 
and more spontaneous art," he said. 

The paintings range from high aerial views of 
coastlines to more abstract inspired works in which the 
interplay of colour and shape and texture are overlaid 
with layers and surfaces that hint at verdant landscapes 
of fields, flowers and luminous skies.

The exhibition opens on November 7 and continues 
until December 4 (entry is free). The Gallery is open 
10am to 4pm, Friday to Tuesday, at 684 Mount Macedon 
Road, Mount Macedon. 

Any queries, contact Sue Anson on 0413 581 632.

Artwork by Nick Dell’Oso

On October 15, The 
Mount Players celebrated 
their 50th anniversary 
— and what a night 
it was! A packed house of 140 past and present 
members gathered at the Gisborne Golf Club for one 
heck of a reunion, enjoying lots of reminiscing, guest 
speakers including patron of the theatre Athol Guy and 
representatives from the Victorian Drama League and, 
of course, lots of in-house presentations.  

The evening also celebrated the launch of the 
Players’ magnificent book Box Office to Back Stage: 
The Mount Players — 50 Years of Community Theatre, 
the culmination of three years’ hard work by their history 
group.

The final production for this year, Madagascar by 
JT Rogers, is a must-see drama for theatre lovers: a 
haunting story of a mysterious disappearance that 
changes three lives forever.

At three different periods in time, three people find 
themselves alone in the same hotel room overlooking  
the Spanish Steps in Rome. They each tell their individual 
story of how and why they are here. Their relationship 
to each other, what this room means to them and why 
they have been called to it slowly reveal themselves. 
Their stories spill out, weave back and forth — each 
contradicting, clarifying, deepening, what the others say 

Sonja Prater, Sheridan Chase and Ron Kofler in rehearsal 
for Madagascar. Picture: Bruce Hedge.

The Mount PlayersThe Mount Players
1972 - 20221972 - 2022  

Lovers of organ music are promised a treat when 
Melbourne organist Rhys Boak presents a recital on 
the David Gome memorial organ at the Church of the 
Resurrection, Macedon, on Sunday November 6.

Currently director of music at St Michael’s Church 
on Collins Street, Melbourne, Rhys pursues a busy 
performing schedule throughout Australia and overseas. 
He is a highly accomplished soloist, accompanist 
and continuo player, having performed with several 

celebrated Australian choirs. 
The Macedon program will include the 

much-loved Concerto in A minor by Vivaldi, 
arranged for organ by Bach, a transcription 
by W.T. Best of the Occasional Oratorio by 
Handel and works by Louis Vierne, Marco 

Bossi and Australian composer Wesley Jordan. 
Details: Sunday November 6 at 3pm. Tickets: $35 

full / $30 concession, from Trybooking or at the door.

50th anniversary, a book launch and 
the final show for 2022

Well-known organist to perform at  Resurrection

— becoming strands of one gripping and disquieting 
tale. The show opens on November 4 and runs until 
November 20 (tickets via  www.themountplayers.com). 

See you at the theatre. Karen Hunt

 Rhys Boak

Exhibition
@

The Gallery 

From 
Earth to 

Sea

Nov 7 
to 

Dec 4
Free entry
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Dr Rhian Pickard
Reproductive & Sexual
Health, Pregnancy, Child
Health

182 Station Road, New Gisborne

Welcoming to our
team...

Dr Jacques de Groot
Aviation medicals, Aged

Care, Paediatrics

Dr Anne Peterson
Women's Health, Family

Planning, Menopause

Dr Emma Read
Aged Care, Paediatrics,

Family Medicine

Dr Frances Squires
Adolescents, Mental Health,

Sexual & Reproductive Health

Dr Bronwyn Edmunds
Skin Cancer Medicine

Dr Ashvin Arul
Skin Cancer Medicine

Dr Tanya Katz
Procedures, Mental Health,

Skin Cancer Medicine

Dr Pritinesh Singh
Men's Health, Geriatrics,

Chronic Disease Management

The best doctor is your doctor
Each member of the Ranges Medical team is here to help you
live a healthy, fulfilling life.

Dr Ahmed Al-Obaidi
Mental Health & Well-
being, Chronic
Conditions, Paediatrics

Dr Emma Read & Dr Frances Squires will
be taking a break from consulting at

Ranges Medical in 2023.
 

Appointments can be booked online
rangesmedical.com.au or by calling

8373 5420.

Open Studios 
Macedon: 
November 26 to 27

In the third weekend of the Open 
Studios Macedon program, artists 
from the Macedon/Mt Macedon area 
are again opening their home studios 
and gardens to visitors on the weekend 
of November 26 and 27. There is also 

a display at Top of the Range cafe at the summit. 
Various artistic skills and disciplines in textiles, 

pottery, drawing, painting, photography and printmaking 
will be on display, showing the everyday workings of 
individual artists’ environments. 

These studios are all within easy reach of each 
other and clearly designated on the program, which 
can be obtained from The Gallery Mt Macedon, local 
businesses or the Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
website, or by contacting Sue Anson on 0413 581 632 
or Marian Alexopoulos on 0418 884 281. You can also 
find us on Instagram: openstudiosmacedon.

Coinciding with the Open Studios, Mount Macedon 
Horticultural Society members Craig Ligerwood and 
Stephen Ryan are also opening their garden.

The Macedon Ranges 
Photographic Society 
caters to photographers 
of all levels of ability and experience, from novice to a 
more advanced enthusiast, through to professionals.

One of the benefits of the club is the opportunity for 
members to learn from each other, whatever their skill. 

We have club night on the first Tuesday of the month 
which covers general business, often followed by a 
guest speaker or ‘mini techs’ which are usually short 
presentations on either camera skills and techniques or 
post-production techniques.

Our technical night is usually held on the Monday 
following the club meeting. Topics often relate to camera 
skills and techniques that are useful for club competition 
topics. Recently, we had an in-depth tutorial on creative 
colour, covering temperature, harmony, hue, saturation 
and information on infrared photography. Equipment 
and props were set out and we were able to experiment 
with colour and lighting. 

Our members enjoy regular competitions every two 
months within the club, which include a digital and a 
print section, for both a set subject and an open subject. 
External judges provide feedback and scoring for each 
entry. If you are interested in finding out more about the 
group, we invite you to attend two evenings with us prior 
to deciding officially to join and pay your membership.

We meet at Dromkeen, 1012 Kilmore Road, Riddells 
Creek. Social chats start at 7pm with the meeting 
beginning at 7.30pm.

 Want more information? See www.macedon-ranges-
photography.org.au and / or email info@macedon-
ranges-photography.org.au. Sue Steward

Buttlejorrk
art exhibition 

Gisborne plays host to many uniquely talented artists, 
five of whom will be exhibiting a diverse range of 
artworks at the Buttlejorrk Artists group show this month. 

Now in the 46th year, Buttlejorrk art exhibitions are 
well respected and supported, not only by Gisborne 
residents but also by the wider Macedon Ranges 
community, who attend in droves to snap up a bespoke 
creation or two in time for Christmas. 

Mixed media artist Samantha Gardiner, a local born 
and bred, told the Gazette that she was super excited to 
have her brand-new body of work — made in response 
to her “nostalgic memories of Gisborne” paintings 
exhibited in the United States earlier this year — on 
show alongside other Gisborne artists, including wood 
turner Tim Meager, multi-discipline artist Jen Tyquin, 
functional ceramicist Brandy Monteith and the fine art 
of Denise Martin.

A range of contemporary and traditional art will be on 
sale including paper art, ceramics, metal art, sculpture, 
paintings, drawings and fibre art.

Samantha said it was a shame Gisborne did not have 
a dedicated gallery to showcase the eclectic mix of local 
talent. She invites all to attend the opening reception of 
the Buttlejorrk art exhibition on  Saturday November 12, 
from 2pm to 4pm at the Old Auction House, Kyneton. 
The exhibition runs from November 10 to December 5.

   Samantha 
Gardiner with 
some of  her 
artwork.

Open Studios Macedon artists (from left): Jo Hoyne, 
Tiffany Warner, Marian Alexopoulos, Sue Anson, Colleen 
Weste and Deirdre Chestney (absent Craig Ligerwood, 
Chris Turner and Caroliza). Photo courtesy Tiffany Warner. Members explore ways of capturing colour. 

What we do at 
photographic club

Picture:  John Spring
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Consulting rooms/office space for rent/lease 
 

Located within Gisborne Chiropractic Clinic,  
71 Hamilton St, Gisborne 

Rooms cleaned weekly, central heating and 
cooling, phone, eftpos/HICAPS, wired or wifi 

NBN all available. Off street and disabled 
parking and large waiting area.  

Would suit a practitioner or anyone wanting an 
office space walking distance to the main 

shops. 
Call Simon on 0438 400 309 or email  

chiro_6@hotmail.com for a confidential chat. 

1188  BBrraannttoommee  SSttrreeeett  ((IInnssiiddee  PPrriicceelliinnee))

SShheerriiddaann  ––  PPooddiiaattrriisstt

hheelllloo@@ggiissbboorrnneeaannddwwooooddeenndd..ccoomm..aauu

PRIVATE HEALTH        NDIS           DVA         WORKCOVER          TAC         MEDICARE   

Skin and Nail Problems       Nail Surgery       Diabetes Assessments           Sports Injuries
Orthotics and Footwear        Foot Pain           Foot Ulcers and Wounds       Children’s Feet

PPhh::  11330000  4444  7777  6633  ((  11330000  GGIISSPPOODD  ))

Gisborne Podiatry
SHERIDAN GILBERT– PODIATRIST

18 Brantome Street (inside Priceline)

Ph 1300 44 77 63 (1300 GISPOD)
Skin and Nail Problems, Nail Surgery, Diabetes Assessments, Sports Injuries, Orthotics andFootwear, 

Foot Pain, Foot Ulcers and Wounds, Childrens Feet

Singers 
get new 
equipment 
to aid 
performance
After years of research, 
The Gisborne Singers are 
the proud owners of brand-
new risers and a covered 
trailer. The purchase was 
made possible by a $10,000 
grant from Community Bank 
Gisborne (Bendigo Bank 
branch), one of the choir’s major sponsors.  

The risers are lighter to carry and are carpeted for 
quieter stage entry and exit. The fully enclosed trailer is 
weatherproof, secure and stores all the risers locked up 
ready for transport to our singing venues. This follows 
years of transporting risers in separate vehicles and 
an open trailer. The old risers, built by Robert Blair and 
Stephen Brockman, have found a new home with the 
Mount Players, about which the choir is very happy.  
The new risers are available for loan (with bond) to 
community groups.

Don’t forget our upcoming performance of 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (Ode to Joy) with the 
Bendigo Symphony Orchestra at 2.30pm on Sunday 
December 11. The choir is also performing its own 
bracket on Saturday December 10. Both performances 
will be at the Ulumbarra Theatre, Bendigo. To book, go 

Travelling poet on the bill
Melbourne-based poet Peter Bak-
owski will feature at Chamber Poets 
No.  83  on  November  12.  An  avid 
traveller and self-confessed lover 
of the world map, it is not surprising 
that Bakowski has been writer-in-
residence in Rome, Paris, Macau and 
Suzhou (China), as well as in Hobart, Greenmount in 
Western Australia and at the Broken Hill Writers' Festival. 

His poems continue to appear in literary magazines 
and have been translated into nine languages. 

Poets and musicians are warmly invited to the event 
which will also include a performance by local band 
Black Forest Smoke and an 'Open Section'.

Entry is a $5 or $10 donation at the discretion of 
the attendee. Saturday November 12, 1pm to 4pm, 
Woodend RSL, Anslow Street.

The Gisborne Singers’ new trailer.

Choristers show off the new risers.

Members of Phoenix Macedon Ranges 
Art & Craft group are looking forward to 
seeing everyone in just a month’s time 
when we have our next exhibition, on 
Saturday December 3 
from 10am to 4pm and 
Sunday December 4 from 
9am to 4pm. (The  Sunday 

coincides with the Gisborne Christmas 
Market.) The exhibition will be held in  
the Gisborne Court House.

The Phoenix Art and Craft group was 
started  after  the  1983  bushfires  which 
devastated the Macedon Ranges and 
affected many artists and craftspeople. 
The group promotes friendship, learning 
and interest in arts and crafts in general, 

New life a welcome sight 
for spinners

The Macedon Ranges Spinners and Fibre 
Group has been meeting each week. Our 
members include experienced spinners, 
weavers, knitters, cross-stitchers, embroi-

derers and those who crochet, as well as people doing 
other fibre crafts. 

New lambs arrived in one member’s flock this spring. 
Shearing will be next, so the spinners will have lovely 
fleece to prepare and spin. 

A couple of our members demonstrated spinning at 
the recent Sunbury show. It was encouraging to have 

so many interested in this 
ancient craft.

We are always pleased 
to welcome the warmer 
months so we can use 
suitable foliage to dye our 
spun wool. The summer 
weather dries eucalyptus 
leaves which will then 
make stronger colours 
(greens to orange). 
‘Dyeing days’ are always 
productive and fun. 

After a year of hand-
spinning wool, knitting 
and stitching, we look 

forward to celebrating Christmas in early December.
The group meets weekly each Wednesday afternoon 

at the Bullengarook hall. New members are always 
welcome.  Heather Parry, 0400 805 921

A member's spring lambs.

Peter Bakowski

to Bendigo Venues & Events 
online and search “Symphonia 
Choralis”. Book now before 
tickets are sold out. Concession/

student $45; full $55. It’s not too late to join us for the 
Beethoven show. Concession/student $150; full $170. 
Includes workshops, concerts, music, midi files and six 
weeks of practices with the Gisborne Singers. Book 
now at www.trybooking.com/CAGDQ. 

Choir practice night is Wednesday, 7.30pm to 10pm, 
at the Gisborne Uniting Church, 23 Brantome Street, 
Gisborne.

Alison Kinghorn

Want to know more? 
www.gisbornesingers.org.au or 0408 156 263; 
Facebook @gisbornesingerssymphoniachoralis

Singers
the

Gisborne

and motivates us towards reaching our artistic goals.
We are a multimedia group, with current members 

producing a wide range of work including pottery, 
painting, papercraft, woodwork, glassware jewellery, 

textiles such as spinning, weaving, 
thread painting and puppets – as you 
can see from the photograph of our 
last exhibition.

If  you  would  like  to  find  out  more 
about our history, work and the next 
exhibition, you can visit the Phoenix 
Macedon Ranges Art & Craft Inc. 
website. 

If you are interested in joining our 
group, you can contact our longtime 
member Kay Beale on 9744 2646.

Dianne Egan
Some of the varied items on show 
at the last exhibition.

Looking forward to art and craft show
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Open 
Wednesday 
and Friday, 

10am to 
3pm

Enter via 
Heritage 

Way at the 
back of the 

Gisborne 
Uniting 
Church

Enquiries: 
0492 850 

520

GISBORNE 
FOODBANK

Coffee, craft and chat fun
The October AGM of Gisborne CWA was 
presided over by group treasurer Joan 
Strawbridge, and we welcomed Mel 

Pritchard from Woodend as an observer.
Congratulations to Helen Ryvitch as our new 

president and thank you to Kerri Diss for the time put 
in over the past three years. Thank you also to Kay and 
Margaret for the secretarial and treasury duties that 
have been well looked after for the past few years.

Allison did a great job teaching those who attended 
last month’s 'Coffee, Craft and Chat' how to make air 
dried clay Christmas ornaments. 

Everyone had an enjoyable morning learning 
something new and some of these may 
be available on our Christmas stall in 
Macedon on December 3.

Our next meeting on November 14 
will be in a sea of orange to support our 
voice against family violence. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, 
the walk planned in Kyneton for later in 

Gisborne Probus Club 
harvests new knowledge
The Probus Club's September outing was to the Rural 
Discovery Centre in Elmore. We were lucky to visit at 
that time, as now those poor residents of Elmore have 
been devastated by the floods. 

The centre is run by volunteers and allowed us to 
travel back in time and learn about one of the great rural 
pioneers and inventor of the Sunshine Harvester, HV 
McKay. We had a guided tour of the Discovery Centre 
which included a short film of Elmore’s rural history, 
demonstrations of an old hand-turned cream separator 
and a hand-turned rope maker. The displays include a 
Sunshine harvester and equipment, a farm cottage and 
a Furphy water tank, as well a a butter churn made at 
the Cherry Factory here in Gisborne. 

We finished with a bus tour of the town followed by a 
lovely lunch.

If you want to learn 
more about the Probus 
Club of Gisborne, you 
are very welcome 
to join us on the 
first Thursday of the 
month in the Gisborne 
Community Hall (the 
old Senior Citizens’ 
Room) at the Gisborne 
Community Centre 
at 10am. For further 
information you can 
contact our president, 
George Peart, on 
0419 610 811.

Dianne Egan

Christine 
Edwards

HV McKay's Sunshine harvester

A big thank you to everyone who supported 
our film night. We joined Mrs Harris Goes 
to Paris and had a great time with her. 

Some of our members, along with others 
from Central Highlands groups, attended a social media 
training session presented by Telstra. This will help 
improve our digital communications and assist us to 
connect with the wider community. 

At our October meeting we elected the new executive 

Allison Baker (left) teaches a new craft to Gisborne branch 
members.

the month has been cancelled.
'Coffee, Craft and Chat' is November 21, 10am, at 

the Gisborne Secondary College stadium. We spend a 
couple of hours catching up, mostly doing our own crafts 
but sometimes learning something new.

Christine Edwards 

News from Macedon CWA
for the branch, and we are looking forward to working 
with the new leadership team. 

Our next event will be a stall at the Duneira Bluebell 
Festival on Sunday November 6. It will be an opportunity 
to view the lovely Duneira garden and to buy some 
baked goodies from us. We would enjoy catching up 
with you there (I hope the rain eases up a bit!).

We always welcome new members. Please call me 
on 5426 2210 for more details.  Anne Fyfield 



Gisborne Gazette  November 202218

Gisborne & Mount Macedon Districts Historical Society
Gisborne Court House

Open Wednesdays 10am to 4pm  Phone 5428 1450
e: history@gisbornemountmacedon.org.auwww.gisbornemountmacedon.org.au

LOCAL HISTORYLOCAL HISTORY

Howey’s leases in 
the Port Phillip District

On 21 February 1837, Governor 
Richard Bourke and his entou-
rage set sail from Sydney on 

HMS Rattlesnake, bound for Port Phillip. 
This was just under one month before 
Henry Howey was himself to sail from 
Sydney to Port Phillip on 15 March 1837. 

HMS Rattlesnake is confirmed to be 
at anchor in Hobson’s Bay, Port Phillip, 
on 10 March. 

Governor Bourke and his party spent 
about one month in the Port Phillip Dis-
trict attending to the following:
•	 Organising the division of the Port 

Phillip District into three counties: Wil-
liam, Melbourne and Bourke. 

•	 Touring the three counties, including 
visiting Geelong and Mount Macedon 
and the territory between. 

•	 Overseeing the survey of the town-
ship of Melbourne and the layout of its 
streets.

Henry Howey arrived at Port Phillip on 3 
April 1837, one of several passengers on 
the Regia intent on settling in the district. 
The Sydney Gazette of 11 April reports 
that the Regia arrived in Port Phillip previ-
ous to the departure of Governor Bourke 
and his entourage back to Sydney. 

While the Governor was at Port Phil-
lip, reports were received of the arrival 
of 98 prospective settlers and 12,000 
sheep. The total number of sheep at that 
time depasturing (grazing) in the District 
was estimated at between 80,000 and 
100,000. 

The total population of the Port Phillip 
District was about 600 persons. 

The Sydney Gazette of 11 April de-
scribes the countryside during Gover-
nor Bourke’s tour: "...During the present 
summer, the drought appears to have 
been as determined, and as fatal to veg-
etation, as any similar drought of one 
season’s duration in our own part of the 
Colony. The greater part of the country 
about the Settlement [Melbourne] was 
literally burnt up by fire, and where this 
was not the case, hardly a blade of any-
thing green was visible.”  

The article goes on to describe the 

On the trail 

HENRY HOWEYHENRY HOWEY
of

of it were found to have some more solid 
basis than imagination. 

"The trees, without becoming at all 
dense, increased in luxuriance; many 
tracts were found to which the fires of the 
season had not penetrated, and where 
they had, the young grass was shooting 
up with the usual vivid green peculiar to 
‘burnt feed’. 

"Several stations were passed in 

HOWEY ST

Gisborne marks its connection to Henry Howey, who claimed 
a lot of land around Gisborne in 1837. The conventional 

wisdom is that Howey did not set foot in the district himself. 
But Robin Godfrey's examination of recently available 

information finds that Howey had plenty of opportunity to 
visit his leases in the Gisborne area if he had wished, and 

posits a scenario in which he could have done so. 

improvement of the countryside as the 
party approaches Mount Macedon. 

"...From Geelong the party proceed-
ed in a north-eastern direction towards 
Mount Macedon, the nearest point to 
Port Phillip attained by Major Mitchell. As 
the plain country and the coast were left 
behind, the character of the soil and the 
scenery greatly improved, and the glow-
ing descriptions which have been given 

Painting by W F E Liardet (circa 1844) of John Batman's house, which was situated 
where Southern Cross Station now stands in Spencer Street, Melbourne. Mount 
Macedon can be seen in the background. Howey had made arrangements to 
lease Batman's House when he arrived with his family after they relocated from 
Goulburn. Unfortunately Howey's entire family perished when the boat carrying 
them to Port Phillip was wrecked.

spots selected with great judgement, and 
as picturesque as they were likely to be 
profitable to the graziers. The party ul-
timately reached and ascended Mount 
Macedon and took there the same bear-
ings which Major Mitchell had previously 
taken.”

Henry Howey’s presence at the 
Port Phillip settlement was to 
arrange leases of land for his 

sheep and cattle to occupy. Indeed, there 
were 4000 of his sheep and 800 of his 
cattle already being overlanded into the 
District. 

Howey, from the moment of his arrival 
at the settlement, was on the spot to con-
sult with Governor Bourke and the newly 
established administration about obtain-
ing leases. The division of the Port Phillip 
District into three counties had just been 
organised by the authorities, so George 
Hamilton, who was 
on his way overland 
with Howey’s stock, 
would not yet have 
been aware of the 
final location where 
Howey wanted the 
stock to be cor-
ralled. 

The governor’s 
tour of the Port 
Phillip District had 
identified the newly 
established County of Bourke, which in-
cluded the Macedon Ranges, as being 
immediately promising for further settle-
ment.  

The time period from Henry Howey’s 
arrival at Port Phillip (3 April 1837) until 
the Melbourne land sales (1 June 1837) 
was 58 days. A major part of this period 
would have been dedicated by Howey 
to obtaining a selection of land. First, he

PART 2

Picture: State Library of Victoria

George Hamilton, 
who led the 

droving of Howey's 
stock to Gisborne.
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would have had to arrange where leases 
were to be granted.

Second, it seems likely that he would 
have inspected the territory of the pro-
spective leases (though we have no doc-
umentary evidence that this took place). 

Third, it seems likely that he would 
have met up with George Hamilton (if he 
had not already done so) and his over-
landed stock. (Again, however, there is no 
documentary evidence of this.)  

Finally, he could have joined Hamilton 
and his men in driving the stock to his se-
lected leases where Gisborne, Riddells 
Creek and New Gisborne are 
situated today. Towards the end 
of the drive, Hamilton was down 
three men after three of his con-
vict drovers absconded.  

Nicholas O’Donnell, in his 1915 
history Henry Howey: The Pioneer 
of the Gisborne District, refers to 
a pamphlet issued by the Rating 
Reform League. This document 
places Henry Howey at William-
stown in May of 1837, he having 
sailed from NSW in a schooner 
with stud sheep bound for his Port 
Phillip station. Howey did not want 
to risk these high-bred animals 
being driven overland with the rest of his 
stock.   

The actual date in May 1837 is not 
stated in this reference; however, all the 
days of May fit within the 61-day time-
frame of the newspaper shipping records 
showing Howey’s arrival on 3 April and 
his departure on 4 June.   

One aspect of O’Donnell’s history that 
does not seem to fit with the 1837 news-
paper records is the mention of Howey 
sailing from Sydney with his sheep in a 
schooner. The 1837 newspaper records 
note that Howey arrived in the "barque 
Regia" on 3 April. A barque is a larger ves-
sel than a schooner. Howey’s stud sheep 
could well have arrived with him aboard 
the Regia; however, it is not possible to 
confirm whether the stud sheep were, or 
were not, on board this vessel. 

The 1837 newspaper account, with 
Howey arriving in Port Phillip on the Regia 
(without his stud sheep), can be accom-
modated by the following scenario which 
is not in conflict with Nicholas O’Donnell’s 
account of the sheep arriving from Syd-
ney on board a schooner. 

The scenario... Howey arrives on the 
Regia on 3 April. He consults with 
the administration of the Port Phil-

lip District to arrange leases in the County 
of Bourke in what is then known as the 
Mount Macedon area (estimated to take 
five days' travel from "the Settlement"). 

He travels north to meet George Ham-
ilton and his overlanded stock and then 
occupies his Mount Macedon leases (es-

On the trail of Henry Howey On the trail of Henry Howey 

timated to take 15 days' travel). 
Howey then overlands to his sta-

tion in Goulburn (estimated to take 15 
days). and organises the shipment of 
himself and stud sheep on a schooner 
from Sydney to Port Phillip. He sails from  
Sydney to Port Phillip (estimated to take 
12 days). 

He transports his stud sheep to his 
Mount Macedon leases (estimated to 
take seven days). He returns to Mel-
bourne to prepare for the land sales 
which are to take place on June 1 (esti-
mated to run for four days). 

The total estimated time is 58 days, 
which fits the timeline that has been 
established through the contemporary  
newspaper reports from 1837.  

All overlanders were under pressure 
to occupy a run (or station) they had se-
lected because, if they failed to reach it 
in good time, another party could take 
it over. The runs would have had their 
first European buildings built within days 
of their occupation. A head station and 
separate out-stations had to be built 
for each multiple of about 1000 sheep. 
Out-station huts were necessary at the 
boundaries of the selected land so that 
complete occupation by sheep would de-
ter encroachment by other squatters. 

Henry Howey’s head station was lo-
cated where the township of Gisborne is 
situated today and two of his out-stations 
stood in the vicinity of New Gisborne and 
Riddells Creek. 

So, while it is still not historically safe 
to say that Howey definitely did visit his 
land in the Gisborne area (because there 
is still no evidence placing him here at 
any specific time), it is now possible to 
say that he had time in Port Phillip to do 
so, and there is a credible timeline for 
him to have made that journey.

In addition, given that Howey was 
making such an investment in Port Phil-
lip, it does seem likely that he would 
have taken the opportunity to check out 
his land before returning to Sydney to 
bring his family back.

Howey and his family perished in a 
shipwreck on the return journey to Port 
Phillip.

A barque, the type of vessel used to transport 
Howey's stud sheep from Sydney to Port Phillip.

Part 2 continued

The Historical Society was delight-
ed to receive a visit last month from 
86 Grade 2 children from Gisborne 
Primary School to see the old court 
house, jail and stables, the Pioneer 
Wall and the Howey monument.

The children had previously stud-
ied colonial settler Henry Howey and 
were excited to see his monument. 

It was great to see how knowledge-
able they were of Howey’s story.

The Historical Society is always 
ready to provide visits for school, 
scout and other organisations.

We are conducting a Macedon 
Cemetery Walk at 2pm on Novem-
ber 9. This will be followed by an 
evening meal.   Lindsay Armstrong

Many Gisborne Primary School students dressed up appropriately for their visit to 
the historical society.

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS

The last 
m e e t i n g 
of the Gis-
borne Ge-
nealogical 

Group for 2022 will be held on Thurs-
day November 24 at 7.30pm at the 
Uniting Church, Brantome Street, 
Gisborne.

It will be a ‘Genealogical Quiz 
Night’, organised by GGG member 
Tricia McLay. It should be a fun night, 
with great prizes, and an enjoyable 
way to conclude our year’s program. 
So, sharpen your ‘genealog-
ical brain’ and come along 
and have some fun.

However, it will not be 
our last activity for the year, 
as we are once again hav-
ing a Christmas dinner with 
our usual hampers to be raf-

fled. It has been quite a while since 
we have been able to share a meal 
together. This year, it will be held 
at Canteena in Gisborne. For more 
details, and to book, please contact 
Lorna on 0402 091 034. 

Items for the raffle can be dropped 
into the Family History Room on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, during 
opening hours, or brought to the No-
vember meeting.

Our last Saturday workshop for 
2022 will be held on November 5 at 
10am in the Family History Room 

(please book with Lorna). 
The topic will be the Na-

tional Archives (UK) and it 
will be led by Heather Tum-
ber.

What to know more? Visit 
www.ggg.org.au. 

Lyn HallLyn Hall

Genealogy quiz to feature 
at last meeting for the year

The Great Ocean Road is the largest 
war memorial in the world.
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WWW.ZENZEN.COM.AU • 13 Hamilton Street, Gisborne 3437 • (03) 4432 5347* 
OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings from 5pm.
*Please note, our phone line is only attended from 4pm onwards on our open days. 

Please email your details and expression of interest to Gareth@kuzu.com.au

We are on the hunt for new chefs and home cooks  
to join our team at ZENZEN in Gisborne. 
Are you skilled in the kitchen and know how to serve up a tasty meal in a fast  
paced environment? We’d love to open the position to all levels of experience.

We’re a vibrant Japanese restaurant, offering takeaway and dine-in  
with a casual, fun and laid back experience. 

Paying the hospitality industry award, it’s a wonderful opportunity  
to be part of a happening little restaurant in the Macedon Ranges.

2 throughout the year should be proud of their 
performances and proud also of their dedication at 
training not only this year but through the past few 
years of interrupted gym, home and carpark training 
due to COVID-19. 

Maintaining and increasing strength, flexibility 
and skills during these unusual times should be 
applauded, as should the Jets Gisborne squad 

coaches. The results of all this hard work 
speak for themselves.

Level 5 Division 2
It was a long day of waiting for the Level 5 Division 
2 girls, who competed in the last session of the 
weekend on Sunday October 16 but, surprisingly 
for the most important competition of the year, all 
were calm and happy before entering the arena in 
Geelong.

The team of Sophie Strano, Abigail Mecklem, 
Austin Shea, Shauna Higgins and Sienna Caputa 
performed beautifully across all apparatus, landing 
the team in second place for All Around performance. 
The highlight for the team was becoming State 
Champions on the uneven bars, backed up with 
second on beam, third on vault and fourth on floor.

Level 7 Division 2
Jets Gisborne had two gymnasts 
compete individually in Level 7 Division 2 at the 
Victorian Gymnastics Championships on October 
15. Charlotte Peavey and Sienna O’Brien performed 
brilliantly, achieving All Around results of seventh 
and eighth respectively in the state. 

Charlotte Peavey’s vault routine put her second in 
the state, backed up strongly with her uneven bars 
and floor routines, coming in at sixth in each. 

Sienna O’Brien’s consistence across all apparatus 
led to her great All Around placing, highlighted by 
a strong floor performance leading to a placing of 
seventh in the state. 

All the girls who completed in Level 7 Division 
Level 5 Division 2. Back (from left): Sienna Caputa, Sophie 
Strano, Abigail Mecklem; Front: Shauna Higgins, Austin Shea.

Alyssa Kroon 
performs a split leap.

Level 5 Division 3 Victorian Championship runner- up team, 
from left: Eliza Livingstone, Jamie Susnjara, Alyssa Kroon, 
Beth Tegart.

gymnasts makeGisborne
Proud mums Helen Kroon 
and Eve Strano report on the 
triumph of local gymnasts 
at the Victorian Gymnastics 
Championships last month. 



Gisborne Gazette  November 2022 21

FEATURE

RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne 
  Shop 7, 50 Aitken Street, Gisborne

Chris Lee 
 5420 7951

More Information: Credit criteria, fees and charges apply. 1Offer is current as at 1 August 2022  and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. For new refinance applications received between 1 August 2022 and 31 October 2022 and settle by 31 December 2022. Offer available for Owner Occupier with Principal and Interest 
repayments and Investment Loans. Min. Loan $250k. Limit of 1 $4,000 rebate per settled refinance application regardless of the number of loans involved. This offer is not available in conjunction with the New Purchase Buyer $1,000 Rebate. Excludes Owner Occupier Interest Only, Line of Credit Loans, residential lending 
originated under family or company trusts and switches and refinances of home loans within the Westpac Group (St.George, Westpac, Bank of Melbourne, BankSA). Split loans are counted as one settled home loan regardless of the number of splits. Rebate will be automatically deposited into the home loan account within 60 
days after settlement. If the home loan has a fixed interest rate, the rebate will count towards the prepayment threshold. Tax consequences may arise from this promotion for investors and customers should seek independent advice on any taxation matters. RAMS Home Loans Northern Melbourne is owned and operated by 
In Unity Pty Ltd ABN 87 114 063 071. RAMS Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 30 105 207 538, AR 405465 Australian Credit Licence 388065. Credit Provider & issuer of RAMS Deposit Products: Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714. 22356/0822

You could get a 
$4,000 rebate1  
when you refinance 
with us.
The Grass is Greener at RAMS.
Apply by 31/10/22. Min loan amount $250k, Owner Occupier  
with Principal and Interest repayments and Investment Loans.  
T&Cs apply.

Individually the girls also performed brilliantly, 
with Sophie Strano achieving second All Around 
in the state with a combined score of 36.750 out 
of 40 which included coming second on vault and 
on uneven bars, and Abigail Mecklem achieving an 
outstanding score of 9.525 out of 10, making her 
State Champion for her uneven bars routine and 
finishing fifth All Around in the state. Austin Shea 
produced excellent bars and beams scores and 
finished eighth in the state. Shauna Higgins was 
wonderful on vault, beam and uneven bars and 
Sienna Caputa shone on vault, beam and floor.  

All of the girls' hard work throughout the year 
(training about 16 hours a week each), along 
with that of their amazing squad coaches, was 
rewarded with the great results at these State 
Championships. 

Level 5 Division 3
There was plenty of excitement and nerves in the 
leadup to the biggest event on the gymnastics 
calendar for the girls in Level 5 Division 3, having 
qualified for the event a month earlier. 

The combined team from Jets consisted of 
three local gymnasts — Alyssa Kroon, Jamie 
Susnjara and Eliza Livingstone — and Beth Tegart 

Sophie Strano midway through a 
backwards walkover on the beam.

their mark

Level 7 Division 2: 
Sienna O’Brien (left) 

and Charlotte Peavey. 

from Grovedale. All their hard work, blood, sweat, 
injuries and tears throughout the season were 
worth it as, at the end of the competition, they were 
crowned Victorian Champions on vault and beam, 
placed second on bars and third on floor. Overall 
this resulted in the team being crowned Victorian 
Championship Runners Up in the team event. 

The girls should be incredibly proud of the 
way they conducted themselves, they were 
supportive, encouraging and displayed excellent 
sportsmanship.

Along with the team event, the gymnasts also 
competed for medals in the individual apparatus 
events. 

Each gymnast dug deep and came away with 
their highest individual scores of the season.

A special mention goes to Alyssa Kroon 
who, out of 80 gymnasts, placed third on floor, 
vault and beam, and overall achieved Victorian 
Championships Runner Up in Level 5, Division 3. 

Jamie Susnjara finished close behind, coming 
away with second place on vault and third place 
overall, a fantastic end to a successful competition 
season. 

Eliza Livingstone lived up to her ‘beam queen’ 
name, performing the same signature handstand 
on Sunday which a few weeks earlier earned her 
best handstand on beam at the National Clubs 
Championships in Queensland. 

All of the girls should be incredibly proud of their 
achievements, which would not have been possible 
without the support of their families, teammates 
and the squad coaching team.
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HEALTH   &  WELLBEINGHEALTH   &  WELLBEING

Hamilton Street  
Vet  
 
Providing high quality, friendly, veterinary services in 
the Macedon Ranges.   49 Hamilton Street, Gisborne.

Phone 5420 7000

We have moved!
WE ARE HIRING!WE ARE HIRING!

Accounts AdministratorAccounts Administrator
For more information please contact us on 

(03) 5427 2002 or alternatively, email us your cover
letter and resume to enquiries@newagedcare.com.au

Developing Minds – 
supporting the mental 
health and wellbeing of 
our young people
Community members are invited to Macedon Ranges 
Health's 'Developing Minds' forum on Wednesday 
November 16. The forum is designed to support the 
social and emotional wellbeing of young people, in 
particular through times of change. 

Hear guest speakers Jennifer Dix, a clinical 
psychologist who specialises in working with children 
and adolescents, and Matthew Forrest, Principal of 
Macedon Primary School, a local advocate invested 
in offering flexible and adaptive approaches to 
supporting students' wellbeing.  

Local organisations will also be showcasing 
mental health support services available across the 
Macedon Ranges, to help guide families in need.

This free event will be held at Macedon Ranges 
Health, 5 Neal Street, Gisborne. Stalls will be open 
from 4pm to 6.30pm with presentations starting at 
5pm. Registration is essential via bit.ly/3ToZElu or by 
contacting Macedon Ranges Health on 5428 0300.

This event is a partnership between Macedon 
Ranges Health, PS My Family Matters and Macedon 
and Mount Macedon Primary Schools. 

Free gym for teens 
in November 
During November, the Council is supporting 
teenagers doing school exams with free access 
to our Teen Gym program.  

While students are completing exams, stress 
and anxiety levels may increase. The Teen Gym 
can offer a release of these exam pressures while 
students enjoy the benefit of physical exercise.

Teen gym is available at Gisborne Fitness 
Centre from Monday to Thursday, 4pm-5pm.

Our fitness instructors can create a personal-
ised program with attendees. The sessions are 
free but bookings are essential; call 5428 3318 
to book.

Students under 16 years must have parent/
guardian written approval on our required paper-
work prior to beginning the program.

Village Connect events in 
November

Village Connect is a service for older 
people provided by Macedon Ranges 
Shire Council. 

Carer event: Embrace your inner Picasso 
Do you provide care for a loved one or friend? Join 
other carers in the Macedon Ranges for a creative 
get-together at Dromkeen in Riddells Creek.

Create an artwork guided by facilitators and 
connect with other carers over a grazing plate. 

November 25, 10.30am to 2.30pm, at Dromkeen 
Gallery, 1012 Kilmore Road, Riddells Creek.

Registrations are essential for this free event. Call 
Abbey on 5422 0262 or email villageconnect@mrsc.
vic.gov.au.

Staying Strong circuit 
classes for over 50s
Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council runs group 
circuit classes for men 
and women 50+ years of age, on Tuesday and 
Friday mornings from 9-10am at Buffalo Sports 
Stadium in Woodend.

The class is based on weight-related exercises, 
balance, low cardio and coordination. Instructors 
can amend exercises to cater for individual needs.

Cost: 10 pass cards $77.30; 20 pass cards 
$137. For information visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/staying-
strong or call 5427 3411.

Time to celebrate 
the wins

Earlier in the year I reported 
on my goal to become fit and 
healthy by my 60th birthday, and 
that I had joined a gym to help 
achieve this. At the suggestion of 
some gym buddies, I thought that 
I would provide an update on my 
progress, 12 months in, as I have 
recently achieved some major 
milestones.

Being prone to comfort eating 
for most of my life, I had to be 
pretty determined to stick to an 
eating plan, but made sure that 

I allowed some flexibility to enable me to enjoy 
special occasions with family and friends. I know 
that I will need to stick to a healthy eating plan for 
the rest of my life to maintain a healthy weight but, 
let’s face it, life’s too short to not be able to enjoy 
the occasional glass of wine, slice of cake or piece 
of chocolate. The good news is that I have so far 
lost 40kg (after starting at 120 kg).

When I started at the gym in February, my only 
recent regular exercise had been walking the dogs 
for half an hour each day, so I hadn’t really done 
any serious cardio for years. I was determined to 
regain some fitness and maybe start running again, 
but that seemed unachievable back then. 

I am now going to the gym six days a week and 
doing short runs each day, and then doing a long 
run of an hour on the treadmill once a week. When I 
started, I could not even run for five minutes on the 
treadmill, so this is a huge achievement for me and 
one of which I am immensely proud.

I guess, while patting myself on the back for 
focusing on my health and fitness this year, I want 
to stress that anyone can make some positive 
lifestyle changes; you just have to make a start. 

Sometimes the end goal can be so daunting that 
we give up before even starting (guilty!), but, if you 
break goals down into small chunks and celebrate 
wins along the way, you can reach your end goal 
before you know it.

Take care of yourselves, everyone.
Julie

By Julie 
Ireland

A regular 
article about 

general health
Gisborne Fitness 
Centre is free for 
teens this month 
at specified 
times.
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Last month Gisborne lost one of its much-loved resi-
dents with the death of champion jockey Harry White 
at the age of 78.

Harry’s quiet and humble nature endeared him 
to everyone who came into contact with him on his 
regular visits to the village in the years before multi-
ple sclerosis prevented him venturing far from home.

In a riding career that spanned 35 years Harry 
rode 2112 winners. Four of those wins were in Aus-
tralia’s most famous race, the Melbourne Cup.

He was an Inductee in the Australian Racing Hall 
of Fame and a Life Member of the Victorian Racing 
Club. From 2015 the whip awarded to the winning 
Melbourne Cup jockey has been named the Harry 
White whip.

In 1979 Harry bought Glen Junor, a 210-hectare 
property in Kilmore Road, Gisborne, and lived there 
with his wife Lauris and children Karen, Dean and 
Brent. It also became the home for two of his Mel-
bourne Cup-winning horses, Think Big and Hyperno. 
Both are buried on the property with their own me-
morial stones.

In 2003 Harry was diagnosed with MS and bat-
tled this illness for 20 years. Following the death of 
Lauris in 2012 and the increasing difficulty he was 
having working the farm, Harry sold Glen Junor in 
2015 and moved to a home in Sheedy Road, Gis-
borne. In recent years he was able to continue liv-
ing there with the support of carers. Peter "Crackers" 
Keenan, Harry’s great friend of 47 years, drove up to 
Gisborne each Thursday with fresh fish for lunch, af-
ter which he’d take Harry to visit Lauris’s grave in the 
Gisborne Cemetery. Harry will be buried with Lauris.

Peter speaks with admiration of Harry’s generos-
ity that saw him donate $500,000 to the Harry White 
Trust fund, the income from which is distributed 
among jockeys who have been injured, become ill or 
who, in other ways, need assistance.

In 2012 Harry donated his cups and racing mem-

orabilia to the Victoria Racing Club where they will 
be displayed in the Harry White Room as part of the 
Racing Museum at Flemington Racecourse. 

A memorial service hosted by the Victorian Racing 
Club and open to the public will be held at Fleming-
ton Racecourse at noon on Tuesday November 8.

The VRC has also commissioned a six-minute 
video featuring a recent interview with Harry and 
it can be accessed via Facebook by entering ‘Vale 
Harry White 1944-2022’. Be sure to watch it. It is a 
moving tribute to a special man.

 Bryan Power

 It must be 
N o v e m b e r 
because our new 
and improved 
2022 model cubby 

house is nearly finished. Guided 
by Chairman Max (far left of 
picture), many of our members 
have been contributing (most of 
them helpfully!). 

Once again we’ll be raffling the 
cubby with all proceeds going to 
the Gisborne Foodbank, who are 
in need of funds now more than 
ever. 

As in previous years, all ticket 
sales will be online, so get your 
credit card ready. 

Starting later this month we 
will have the cubby on display 
in supermarket car parks around 
town leading up to Christmas 
and the raffle will be drawn on 
Monday December 19.  

If you want a sneak preview of 
what the new cubby looks like or 
to find out what else goes on at 

The Shed, just drop in any Mon-
day, Wednesday or Thursday 
morning.

Vale Harry White

All hands on deck (or roof) for 
Christmas cubby

Men's Shed members have got the roof ready to go on the cubby.

Harry with his four Melbourne Cup trophies

Harry with Think Big (front) and Hyperno at Glen Junor 
in 1993. Picture: John Feder
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Friends of Daly Nature 
Reserve news

The bulbine lily (Bulbine 
bulbosa) is now enter-

ing its peak season. This lily often 
favours wet conditions, so we are anticipating a good 
showing this year. It predominantly grows in the 
wooded area of the reserve, sticking its tall, fragrant, 
multi-flowered stem above surrounding grasses. 

Indigenous peoples used this plant as a staple 
nutritious food source, eating the sweet tubers which 
provided calcium and iron.

Bulbine lilies may be obtained at 
local plant nurseries. Their yellow 
blooms could add colour in your 
garden.

Friends of Daly Nature Reserve 
have enjoyed our spring nature 
walks with Year 3 students from 
Gisborne Primary School. One 
highlight was finding a good crop 
of sundews, a tiny carnivorous plant which loves wet 
weather conditions. A kookaburra watched as we 
passed by, and we noted the resident magpies were 
busy gathering food for their young.

We will continue with our twice-a-month springtime 
working bees this month, on Tuesdays November 
8 and 22, 9.30am start until cuppa time at 11-ish. 
Newcomers welcome.

Enquiries: dalynaturereserve@gmail.com
Friends of Daly Nature Reserve

Do you live in Macedon and Mount Macedon areas 
and are you interested in Landcare and our natural 
environment? Would you like to be part of a Macedon 
and Mount Macedon Landcare Group? 

A community meeting will be held on Saturday 
November 12 at Jubilee Hall, Macedon, from 9:30am 
to 11am, to discuss re-forming Macedon and Mount 
Macedon Landcare Group. All welcome.

Landcare is about a simple idea: the community 
coming together to discuss land management 
issues and to work out practical solutions. At the 

As I write, there is steady rain filling the 
trenches in my garden, not to mention 
the rain gauge. Another wet year is in the 

offing, and this will have both good and 
bad effects in our gardens. Good, because 

there will be less watering required; bad, because 
most of us don’t garden with umbrellas. Still, if we 
get a run of warm days, the plants will leap out of the 
ground, filling our hearts with joy and enthusiasm.

The Gisborne Garden Club again had a great 
outing, this time in Riddells Creek where we rambled 
through a large suburban garden, lovingly prepared 
for us by Simon and Cathy, our charming hosts for the 
afternoon. 

Already there was plenty to look at with mass 
plantings in the borders of heartleaf bergenia (B. 
cordifolia), many pink Watsonia (W. borbonica) clumps, 
white tulips and an outstanding Viburnum plicatum in 
full flower, set off against tall cypress ‘castlewellan 
gold’ and pittosporum tenuifolium hedges for wind 
protection. Soon the iceberg roses in the front garden 
and climbing roses adjacent to the house will make 
another bold statement of colour against the lush green 
lawn and dividing wall. Altogether, the garden showed 
off the dedication of its creators and is an example of 
what can be done even in difficult soil conditions.

The most recent Garden Glub visit. 

Landcare group for Macedon-Mount Macedon? The Gisborne Landcare AGM 
will be held on November 15 at 
7.30pm. Location to be con-
firmed, or online option. 
Please contact 
gisbornelandcare@gmail.
com for details.

community meeting, ideas will be 
discussed about what a Macedon and 
Mount Macedon Landcare Group could 

do. The Upper Deep Creek Landcare Network, with 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council, has organised the 
community meeting. For catering purposes, please 
RSVP by Wednesday November 9 if you will attend 
the meeting, to Clare Watson via udc.landcare.
facilitator@gmail.com or call 0409 142 110. For more 
information, contact John Robinson at upper.deep.
creek.landcare@gamil.com or phone 0429 565 070. 

To all gumboot gardeners...

Afterwards the club conducted its AGM and 
welcomed Edwina Stewart (treasurer), Helen Betts 
and Jeanette Andrewartha to the committee for 
2022-23. Bernhard Sucher (president) and Di Barker 
(secretary) will continue on from the previous year.

The Garden Club meets at various venues on the 
second Wednesday of each month. If you wish to join 
the club or just come along for a meeting, you can 
contact me, Bernhard Sucher, on 0424 038 474 for 
more details. 

Stay warm and keep your socks dry!  Bernhard 

Bulbine lily
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HE’S HERE
FOR US

www.makinglivemusic.com.au
0452 147 362

SUMMER COURSES

GROUP LESSONS

Making live music together 

GUITAR WORKSHOPS

GUITAR LESSONS 2023

spot the differencespot the difference

How to bee kind at Kinder
The children at Swinburne Avenue Kinder have been 
learning all about sustainability and how we can look 
after our planet. 

They looked at the rubbish that can come from 
lunch boxes, such as plastic wrap, and thought about 
where that rubbish ends up. They then had a feel of a 
beeswax wrap, and talked about how it could be used 
as an alternative to plastic. 

The best thing about beeswax wraps is that they 
can be reused many times. The children had the 
opportunity to make their very own beeswax wrap by 
sprinkling grated wax onto a piece of material before 
it was placed in the oven to melt. As part of their 
learning, they also did some research into how bees 
actually make wax and construct their hives. 

The kinder groups will continue to look at the 
important role bees play in our environment. 

A big thank you must go to the Bendigo Bank for 
providing a grant which enables the kinder to create 
rich learning experiences such as this one. We look 
forward to seeing our families using their beeswax 
wraps this term and into the future.

Shannon Ingleton 

KIDS quizKIDS quiz

jokesjokes
There are 10 things that are not the same in these 
two pictures. Can you find them all? Maybe you 
would like to colour in the flowers afterwards.

11 How many teeth does an adult 
have?

22 What are animals called that eat 
both meat and plants?

33 What is the largest ocean on the 
planet?

44 What is the largest sea?

55 Macular degeneration affects 
which one of the senses?

66 King Charles III used to be the 
Prince of where?

77 What is the average life-span 
range of a koala?

88 In which year are the Olympic 
Games coming to Australia?

99 They are being held in which city?

10 10 Which state is having an election 
this month?

Charlie and Addison make beeswax wraps at Swinburne 
Avenue Kindergarten.

Drawing by Eliza Ransome

Why did the actor fall through the 
floorboards?
He was going through a stage

What do you call a frog that's 
illegally parked?
Toad

What did the mother cow say to the 
calf?
It’s pasture bedtime!

What happened when the world 
tongue-twister champion got 
arrested?
They gave him a tough 
sentence

Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Figs.
Figs who?
Figs the doorbell, I’ve been 
knocking forever!
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'Spirit of the community'

The Mount Macedon Primary 
School Fete is on Saturday 
November 12 from 10am to 
4pm. 

It’s a fun event for chil-
dren, adults and all members 
of the community. There will 
be a heap of different stalls, 
events, rides and games to 
experience on the day.

There will be rides, 
lemonade, fairy floss, 
popcorn,  Devonshire tea, 
live music, books, toys, 
face paint, coffee, slushies, 
crafts, a raffle, pizza, 
gourmet barbecue, poffertjes stall, virtual 
reality and chill zone, fresh produce and a lot of 
other fun activities to enjoy. 

The Mount Macedon Primary School 
community is working hard getting everything 

The holidays have passed and the 
break is over, while springtime is 
rolling in. We have all rested up 
to get ready for the last term of 
school. The term will be busy with 
fun and educational events for the 
students and community alike. 

This term there will be a sleepover for Year 1/2. 
They will be staying at the school for a night with all 
their friends. After the last couple years of COVID 
we can finally get back to these events. 

Grade 3/4 will be going to camp at Boomerang 
Ranch. It’s a horse-riding camp and it will be fun and 
exciting for them.

The other day Grade 3/4s went to Quantum 
Victoria, a STEM-centred (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) place that teaches kids 
about science and maths. They learned about the 
process of recycling, and the ways people recycle.  
It was a fun, interesting and exciting experience 
for them. And it will expand their knowledge about 
recycling. 

Grade 6s have also begun preparing for the 
Grade 6 Exhibition. It is the culmination of the  
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program 
and every PYP school worldwide conducts one of 
these in the last year of their primary school. 

Softball success for New 
Gisborne Primary School

New Gisborne's girls’ and boys’ 
softball teams recently took a short 
bus ride to Braemar College middle 
school campus in Woodend to play in 
the District Softball competition. How 

lucky we were to have such an amazing vista, playing 
on their grounds at the base of Mt Macedon.

The teams each played six schools from our 
district. Here’s a roundup of some of the results. 

Boys’ team: The day was really fun and the thick and 
heavy mud did not stop us. We tried really hard to 
keep getting people out and scoring runs. 

The first game we played Gisborne PS; it was 
tough. We played to the best of our abilities, but the 
final score after two fun innings was 11 to 15 runs. 
Our first and only victory was against Holy Cross (9-
3) and we were all so happy and pumped.

The next game we lost 8-10 to Macedon. In our 
final match the ground was so muddy that people 
almost slipped during a run to another base. The 
pitcher’s area was sinking into the sludge and in 
between bases you could see deep footprints from 

the runners. The ground by the batter and catcher 
was brown and slimy. You could feel yourself sinking 
into the earth.

Sam and Patrick, 6A

Girls’ team: We were a bit nervous leading into 
the first game against Gisborne PS, but we worked 
together and we won the game by four runs. 

Next round we played Braemar College who  were 
very strong and demonstrated some good fielding 
skills along with having a couple of big hitters. 
Unfortunately, we lost this match by two runs. 

We went on to play Macedon PS, St Brigid's, 
Riddells Creek and Holy Cross. We are happy to 
report we won all four games, which took us into the 
grand final. Here we played the Braemar girls again 
and this time the odds were in our favour. We played 
two innings and won by a single run, 12 to 11! This 
earned us a spot at Regionals later in October. 

Thanks to Mrs Mason and Mr Bell for coaching and 
umpiring our games. Congratulations to everyone 
who attended on the day. 

Alannah and Olive, 6A Both teams had a great day at the District competition.

Ready for a fun 
last term
at Mt Macedon

Diary date: Mt Macedon school fete 
ready and the students of 
MMPS are excited.

We are all excited to be 
able to get back together 
at an event like this to 
celebrate our community. 

The school is busy 
bringing out things that 
haven’t been used for four 
years. 

We are all preparing by 
putting up posters. Some 
people may even have 
noticed the noticeboards 
out the front of the school 
advertising the event. 

If you want to have a look at what will be 
on, then check out our fete social pages at  
www.facebook.com/Mountmacedonschoolfete.

Hope to see you there.
Eliza Ransome

We have started it, and are going to go on with it this 
term. We are split into groups and are conducting an 
inquiry that interests us. We have chosen our inquiry 
based on one of the 17 sustainable development 
global goals. At the end of the year the Grade 6s 
will be graduating and showing the highlights of their 
years at Mt Macedon Primary School. 

At the very end of the year, the whole school will go 

to Hanging Rock and have a picnic. The community 
carols will also be conducted. 

The school fete is also coming up bringing the 
community together after two long years. It’s a fun 
event for everyone.

I hope everyone enjoys the last term and all that it 
has to offer. It should be one to remember.

Eliza Ransome
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Wide world of 
sports at 
Gisborne Primary
Division tennis

The Gisborne Primary School girls’ ‘Hot 
Shots’ tennis team represented the 
Macedon Ranges in the Western Ranges 
Division tournament in Bacchus Marsh on 
October 6. We played against three other 
schools from the Bacchus Marsh and 

Melton districts. It was a tough competition and we 
fought hard. We won against all three schools. The 
teams played 36 games and we won by three points 
against Bacchus Marsh in the end calculations. 

We only lost four games and won 32 across the 
whole day. There were a couple of very close games, 
some won and some lost. 

In the end, the day was a great success for 
Gisborne Primary School and the team. On November 
3, we will be representing the Western Ranges in the 
regional finals. Wish us luck!

By Mackenzie A, Ramona H and Alicia A, 
The Hot Shots team

Regional athletics
The regional athletics competition was held at the 
Keilor athletics track on October 18. There was a 
massive amount of people there cheering everyone 
on. From Gisborne Primary School, the boys’ 9-to-10-

Gisborne Primary School's Division girls’ tennis team.

year-old relay team placed third, the 9-to-10-year-old 
girls’ relay team placed fifth and the 11-year-old boys’ 
relay team placed seventh. It is a huge achievement 
for everyone to even make it to regional finals. Mr 
Goodyear, our PE teacher, was very impressed with 
and proud of all of us. 

By Hayley, Year 4

Swimming
This term at Gisborne Primary School, all students in 
Years 4 to 6 have been involved in swimming classes 
at Gisborne Aquatic Centre. We hope everyone had a 
blast learning new stroke skills and safety procedures 
when in the water.

By Ashleigh, Year 4



Gisborne Gazette  November 202228

SCHOOL'S IN

Furry friends join 
Gisborne Montessori

We are excited to welcome 
some new pets to our school 
community to join Milo, Diego, 
Chip, Mario and Monty.
Gisborne Montessori fami-

lies have been ever so kind to donate animals to our 
school community. Last term we were lucky to add 
two guinea pigs, Snuggles and Nibbles (with thanks 
to Jonathan’s family) and, just recently, we have 
welcomed Cookie and Nugget, two miniature goats 
(thanks to Xavier’s family).

These animals are already a much-loved part 
of our community. Having pets at school is very 
exciting for everyone and it creates the opportunity 
for students to care for them, learn more about them, 
love them and watch these pets grow with them over 
the years. It also comes with responsibility. We have 
students who are nominated as animal leaders and 
who share the duties and responsibilities of caring for 
our school pets.

Cycle 2 students began exploring and finding 
tadpoles in the creek and bringing these back to the 
classroom to observe. Students decorated a tank for 
them to live in, but soon released them back into the 
wild to finish their growing. This piqued interest and 
conversations about a class pet grew. Students voted 
on what pet would be most valuable to the class and 
their learning. Votes and tallies were collected and, 
although a final decision has not yet been made, a 
reptile has been the deciding species.

Students Lachlan and Jax have started planning 
out the addition of a reptile and have been given the 
task of researching what licensing is needed and how 
to safely house, feed, nurture and care for such an 
animal. Watch this space!  

Ava and Jaya perform a song
 from the musical Wicked.

As you might have guessed, 
October was a buzzing month 
for senior students. With Year 12 
exams starting on October 26, 
many students were hard at work 
studying. Although there has been 
balance: Not only did Year 12s 
get to dress up on our last day of 

classes on October 14, we were also celebrated by 
the school community the following Monday, when 
students, family and teachers gathered in a whole- 
school assembly to wish us well for the future.

The Year 10 cohort was busy planning and 
brainstorming behind the scenes in the leadup 
to the Year 10 Marketplace Day. The market is a 

Bridget H

CAPTAIN'S RAPCAPTAIN'S RAP
 with Bridget H

GISBORNE 
MONTESSORI

SCHOOL

On October 17, Gisborne Secon-
dary College excitedly welcomed 
the return of three vital college 
events to our calendar. These 
events are not only designed to 
celebrate our graduating Year 12s, 

they are also a chance for the college community to 
join and celebrate our flagship program Marketplace 
and all that we do here at GSC. 

Marketplace is a program in which all Year 
10 students work in teams to develop, produce, 
market and sell products to the rest of the school. 
It encourages creative thinking, an understanding of 
fundamental economics and a variety of important 
life skills such as teamwork, resilience and com-
munication.

Year 12 students had a morning tea with staff 
before their final class for high school. A momentous 
occasion and worth reflecting and celebrating con-
sidering the COVID years and the students' grit and 
determination to succeed.

Our final exciting event for the day was the return of 
Gisborne Secondary College’s graduation ceremony, 
held in the stadium. After the long COVID period of 
being unable to conduct the graduation ceremony 
for our Year 12s, staff were thrilled to have this 
celebratory event return for students, staff, families 
and friends. The event was hosted by Assistant 
Principal Lauren Anglin, and we were entertained by 
our staff band. 

The audience also heard from Principal Sarah 
Rose and Year 12 leader Gregory Savvinos, and 
met the new captains and vice-captains for next year 
before hearing a song from the Broadway musical 
Wicked performed by talented Year 12s Ava M  

and Jaya B.
All that schools and their 

communities have endured since 
2020 — the hardships of COVID-19, 
the lockdowns and remote learning, 
then the challenges of returning to 
onsite learning, managing illness 
and staffing, and rebuilding a 
sense of connectedness — made 
the Celebration Day poignant and 
valuable.           Christopher Hewitt

Christopher Hewitt 
Leading Teacher, 

Senior School 
Wellbeing and 
Engagement

Nugget 
and 
Cookie at 
their new 
home at 
Gisborne 
Montessori 
School.

collection of stalls, each run by a group of students, 
and individuals across the entire school have the 
opportunity to buy food and items or participate in 
activities. All profits are directed towards various 
charities.

There have been plenty of excursions and 
camps over the past month. The Year 11 Outdoor 
Ed students went hiking in the Little Desert National 

Park, while the Year 8s attended the Live4Life 
excursion at Braemar College, and Year 9s played 
wheelchair basketball and learnt archery as part 
of the RAID program (Respect, Achievement, 
Innovation and Diversity).

Finally, make sure you check out the Art and 
Technology Exhibition on the college’s website to 
see all the amazing projects our students have 
been working on over the course of the year.

As this is the last time I will be writing this column, 
I would like to say that it has been a pleasure 
writing for you this year. Thank you for reading — I 
know that next year’s captains will keep you well 
updated.

Exams for some, but variety of activities for rest of school

A teacher's reflection on being 
back to normal at GSC

School captains Bridget and Oscar.
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October was very busy at New 
Gisborne. We finished September 
with about 40 members and family 
attending our long-awaited Snow 
Camp at Mount Baw Baw. 

Previous camps were cancelled 
due to COVID. It was a great camp 
and much fun was had by all, on and 
off the slopes.

Our contractors have done a 
lot of work on our Scout Hut site, 
getting ready for the slab which will 
be poured soon, with the Hut to be 
erected shortly thereafter. 

We are still awaiting the Council 
planning permit for the extended use 
of the hut. 

Donations for the fit-out of the hut Well, Kangaree has been and gone! What 
a blast the Joey scouts had!

Three days of action-packed and fun-
filled activities were enjoyed by more than 
1600 Joey scouts (the largest Kangaree 
contingent ever).  

The sun was shining (after weeks of 
rain), the food was great and the activity 
bases were well run. Archery, canoeing, 
worm farming, climbing walls, obstacle 
courses and inflatable water slides were 
just some of the activities the Joeys got 
to try. 

The night-time entertainment had the 
Joeys dancing and singing along to catchy 
tunes and enjoying the action-packed 
performances by Rovers and Venturers. 
All the hard work and preparation to make 
Kangaree happen was worth it when you 
saw the Joeys having the time of their 
lives!

Meanwhile, the Cub section have been 

1st Gisborne Joeys and Leaders at the Kangaree.

Poppy shows off the very latest in ski wear.

Cara enjoys a roast 
dinner after a big day 
on the slopes.

busy doing bushcraft skills, including 
making a campfire and tying knots. The 
Scouts have been cooking up some 
delicious meals and went on a scavenger 
hunt. The Venturers have been doing 
some bike maintenance in preparation 
for a bike ride later in the term and the 
oldest section of Scouts - the Rovers - 
have tried their hand at axe throwing, 
Karaoke and making blanket forts. 

As you can see, there is lots of fun to 
be had in scouting. From being a part 
of a statewide event like Kangaree, to 
honing your skills in bushcraft and bike 
maintenance or just having fun singing 
Karaoke songs with your friends…there 
is something for everyone in Scouts. If 
you are interested in joining Scouts, 
either as a Leader or a Scout, please 
email us at info@1stgisborne.com.au for 
more information.

Carolyn Goode (Assistant Joey Leader)

News from 1st Gisborne Scout Group

made through Scout HQ are tax-
deductible and most welcome.

Our most recent big event 
was our 2022 Annual Report and 
Presentation Night at the Church 
of Christ where our young people 
showed the best of Scouting to their 
friends and parents.

Through these challenging times 
we remember our Law and Promise, 
living out “love thy neighbour”. Our 
thoughts and prayers remain with 
frontline COVID workers.

We meet on Wednesdays, 6:30–
8pm, Venturers on Fridays. Contact 
Group Leader “Skipper” (0450 922 
787 or  johnfrearson@mac.com) to 
learn more.

New Gisborne (Church of Christ) 
Scout Group find the snow

DRIVER OF SCHOOL BUSES

Driving school buses is a job with a difference, 
but for the right people, an enjoyable one. You'll 
need a medium rigid licence, good driving 
record, and the ability to relate well to primary 
andn secondary students.

We're looking for a driver for coaches and/or 
smaller buses, to and from various Macedon 
Ranges towns. 

You must be available Monday to Friday during 
school terms for morning and afternoon runs.

Contact us at enquiries@candlebark.info
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● Maintenance Plumbing 

● Blocked Drains

0406 171 986

In mid-October, 30 Gisborne Bushwalkers 
enjoyed a three-night base camp in Drom-
ana, for a great active (and social) time.  

Our big group comprised some who were 
eager to do the long walks in the beautiful 
bushland and beaches of the Peninsula, and some 
(whose long tramping days are done) who were 
content to enjoy more leisurely strolls to explore 
beach boardwalks, the delights of the Seawind 
Gardens, the wonderful views at Arthur’s Seat and 
the historic sites of Point Nepean. This latter group 
has now been granted the honorary title of ‘Legends’. 

The ‘Longer Walkers’ enjoyed two great sunny 
walks of about 15km each. The first was from Rye 

On yet another very rainy day 
in October, the construction 
site I was working on was 
shut down. With the fly-

fishing gear in the car, I headed to Moorabool, a lake 
I had put countless hours into hoping to bump into a 
monster.

After a stroll around, I found a few mayfly duns 
popping off and a handful of fish feeding on them. I 
waded out to get past the weed and within range of 
a few of the regular risers. In between me and the 
bank, I heard a rise and turned around to see a very 
nice fish cruising.

Once it was out of my vision, I jumped out of the 
water and the waiting game began. 

Sure enough, after a few minutes, the fish cruised 

HELLO, FROM THE 
RAMBLERS 

Rain, rain and, for a change, 
more rain! Difficult to believe 
we had the millenium drought, 
then a land of scorched lawns!

We were lucky as a walking 
group, just completing our 

Friday jaunts before the deluge set in – until 
October 7, when the weather gods finally had 
revenge and a very sorry, wet and cold group 
retreated to their cars; still, that is the lot of 
rambling, and the good walks usually eclipse 
the bad. 

We have not yet had to cancel any walks, 
but have had to repeat so many due to track 
closures, flooded creeks and (difficult to 
believe at the moment) proscribed fire burns.

I have added an all-weather local walk 
(described separately on page 37) which 
you may care to try: very easy, with attractive 
views.

If you would like more details of the 
Ramblers and our walk plans, please email 
gisramblers@gmail.com.

Charles

►See page 37 for the Ramblers' Govans Lane/ 
Riverside Road walk

back into vision and I presented it with a possum 
fur emerger (a pattern designed to imitate an 
aquatic mayfly insect larva in the process of meta-

Will’s brown trout before it was released back into 
the lake.

Elusive monster trout turns up with the rain
morphosing into the flying insect. When the larvae 
mature, they ascend upwards through the water 
column and must break through the meniscus on 
the water surface.) 

After many mornings, days and nights here with 
plenty of 'doughnuts,'  I was finally in the right place 
at the right time and somehow managed to do 
everything right. After a nerve-wracking fight, I had a 
brown tipping the McLean weight net a touch under 
11lb (5kg). 

A few attempts at some videos with the fish in the 
pouring rain and the fish was on his way. The best 
frame of the video is shown above.

For more information on the Calder Fly Fishing 
Association, visit www.calderflyfishing.com.au. 

Will Healy

The Long Walkers and the Legends
Back Beach to London Bridge at Portsea, along 

the clifftop tracks, with spectacular ocean views 
and the delights of coastal wildflowers, with a 
challenging end walk in the sand. The second 

big day was the Two Bays walk from Greens 
Bush to the Lighthouse at Cape Schanck, offering a 
range of landscapes from grasslands to mysterious 
moonah trees, impressive grass trees and, again, 
lovely coastal views. 

Many thanks to Ken and Kerry for your meticulous 
planning and for all the fun. 

Join us! Call Margot on 0438 260 792 or Gail on 
0419 374 603. Website: wwwgisbornebwc.org.au.

Margaret Muehlheim

Beach walks were enjoyed by all during the Bushwalkers Peninsula weekend.
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▲Victorian 
Senior Girls third 
in schools relay 
competition, led 
by team captain 
Sophie Taverna 
(left).

Riding a new path 
with Ulysses 

Heavy rains have thrown up new 
challenges on the roads, and a recent 
planned ride to Avenel (near Seymour) 
had to be rethought as the roads 

became impassable. However, a more 
interesting route was soon found through Gisborne, 
Mt Macedon, the granite country of Pyalong, Tooborac 
and on to Redesdale for lunch.

Large potholes were dodged along the way, flood 
damage to property, including fences and homes was 
apparent. Recent land slips were also observed high 
on some granite slopes near Pyalong. But the spirit 
of adventure endured and we all made it home safely, 
and with a story to tell.

So, if you’d like to discover a new path, get on 
your bike and come join the Ulysses riders on an 
adventure. We accommodate a wide variety of riding 
styles and the members have accrued a wealth of life 
experience to share.

Our  ride calendar is full of monthly Saturday lunch 
rides and Sunday trips, plus special annual events, 
Tuesday travel the gravel, and Wednesday road 
rides. Here’s a great chance to meet new friends with 
a common interest!

You’ll find us planning our next adventure at the 
Saturday morning Tyre-Kick in Gisborne, so be sure 
and say hello. Check us out online at www.mrub.org.
au or join us on Facebook for the latest news. 

Matthew Dridan

Orienteering starts mid-November

 ►The sprint starts.

Central Highlands Orienteering Club hosted 
the Australian Schools Orienteering 
Championships as part of the National 
Orienteering Championships in the 

September school holidays. Over 650 
competitors participated in courses starting at the 
Kyneton Community gardens and finishing at Sacred 
Heart College on Monday September 26.

    The carnival consisted of nine events run over 
10 days, mainly throughout the Central Highlands 
towns, including Daylesford, Blackwood, Harcourt, 
Chewton and Maldon, and in Kyneton and Sunbury. 

Sophie Taverna of Macedon captained the 
Victorian Senior Girls team that won third place in the 
schools relay competition.

The focus now turns to our new twilight series 
Xplore O starting on Wednesday November 16 at 
John Aitken Reserve at 6.30pm. 

Participants – individuals or groups – have up to 
60 minutes to visit as many marked locations on a 
map as possible. Each week, we visit a different town 
in the Macedon Ranges to explore.

No experience is necessary – coaching provided 
and all fitness levels welcome! The cost is $5 for 
adults and $3 children (includes a map and hire of an 
electronic timing device).

Want to know more? Visit www.centralhighlands.
weebly.com and aoc.orienteering.asn.au.

Wendy Taverna, president,                                                  
Central Highlands Orienteering Club
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SPORT IN PICTURESSPORT IN PICTURES

TOP: The measure comes out at the first game of the 
2022-23 bowls’ season at Gisborne Bowling Club on 
October 8...
ABOVE: ... and again at Macedon on October 22 
where Ian Guymer as umpire did the honours.

Victor Foxford ►
Gisborne v Romsey

 – October 8

Macedon has the ball in the Twilight Competition 
U13 – Macedon v Underdogs – October 11

Twilight Competition U11 – Saints v Giants – 
October 11

Taylor, Luca and Marley Watterson hit the Gisborne Skate Park 
on October 15.

4-year-old Oliver Hamilton likes the inclines on October 15.

Monique McKibbin – U15 Gisborne v Diggers Rest Bulla 
Village – October 21.

Issy Kays – U15 Gisborne v 
Diggers Rest Bulla Village – 
October 21.

▲David Bearmore – Division 
1 Gisborne v Kyneton Golf – 
October 15.

U11 Twilight Competition – Giants v Rebels – 
October 11
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SPORT IN PICTURES

School holiday 
clinic at Macedon 
Tennis Club 
– September 30

Alister Ritchie and 
assistant coach 
Ciara Ryan.

►William Muir 
with assistant 

coach Niamh Ryan.

Jo Newton - Division 1 Gisborne v Kyneton Golf 
– October 15.Rob Patterson – Division 3 Gisborne v Kilmore 

– October 22.

Aksel Keeble bowls – U13 Gisborne 
v Bacchus Marsh – October 22.

Blake Hall bowls – U13 Gisborne 
v Bacchus Marsh – October 22. 

 Paddy Gray bowls – U13 Gisborne 
v Bacchus Marsh – October 22.

Gisborne U15 player Blake Leedham practises at the 
nets on October 18.

▲

Pictures

by

Chris

Fleming
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AROUND THE GROUNDSAROUND THE GROUNDS Proudly sponsored by Rob Mitchell
Federal Member for McEwen 1300 701 966

Macedon Tennis Club AGM
Macedon Tennis Club is hold-
ing its Annual General Meeting 
on December 4 at 7pm at Tony 
Clarke Reserve. The business of 
the meeting includes the election 

of officebearers and committee members and the 
awarding of any Life Memberships.

At the conclusion of the meeting the club champi-
onship awards for this year will be presented.

All Macedon Tennis Club members are invited  
to attend.

Petanque competition postponed due to flooding
Mt Macedon Petanque Club had to 
postpone its planned mixed triples 
competition on October 9 due to 
flooding of the ground.  

Although the piste areas are drained and were 
playable, the clubroom and convenience block was 
surrounded by water while the gravel path was sub-
merged. The low-lying lawn areas around the block 
were also flooded and very muddy.  

The committee made the call to postpone with a 
date in 2023 yet to be set.  

Ten club members competed in the Smythesdale 
Open Triples event on October 15. Although a cool 
breeze kept the temperature down, the sun did shine. 
Best result was Earle Ware and Shirley Marshall 
teaming up with Maldon player Chris Pryzgoda to win 
the Consolante. 

They beat fellow Mt Macedon club members 
Vincent Ruiz and Lindsay and Alison Kinghorn. 

June and Terry Hunter with Rhonda Shears 
finished second in the Conviviale while Danny Green, 
Bronwyn Curham and Mary Tuohey made it into the 
Consolante with a good start of two wins. 

As the weather finally warms up, club members 

will travel to other regional and city clubs to compete. 
The club is always keen to attract new members. 

Wednesday playdays are held from 2-5pm at 
our grounds behind the Ampol Service Station in 
Gisborne. Coaching sessions are held from 1-2pm 
on the Wednesday falling on the same week as our 
Saturday sessions. Saturday playdays run from 
10am-1pm on the second and fourth Saturdays. 

Enquiries: please go to mtmacedonpetanque.org;  
for updates visit our Facebook page.

Alison Kinghorn

As soon as it dries out, they will be back at Gisborne.

All Abilities players warm up on the courts (from left): 
Sarah, Thomas, Nicole (support), Anna, Josh and Shane.

All types of fun at South 
Gisborne Tennis Club
With many postponed or can-
celled events over the past 
couple of years, it is very pleas-
ing to be able to participate in 
or host planned events. 

The committee was ecstatic with the results of 
the Bunnings barbecue fundraiser held in October 
– a huge shout out to Lee and Tim for coordinating 
and the band of club members who volunteered their 
time on the day. 

The club senior championships are back on Sun-
day November 13. Expressions of interest are wel-
comed via the website, www.sgtennisclub.com.au. 

On December 1, the  International Day of people 
with Disability tennis challenge will be back on at the 
club. Starting at 11am, this day is full of fun, high-
fives and tennis stars all eager to beat the coaches 
and their teachers – a highlight on our club calendar.

Follow us on www.sgtennisclub.com.au for all  
future events.  Gail Scott   

New driving range opens at 
Gisborne Golf Club 

After a concerted effort, the driv-
ing range at Gisborne Golf Club 
was opened to members on Octo-
ber 21.  The automatic ball supply  
was tested and worked perfectly, 

and club manager Brett Campbell gave it a good 
workout.

 It should prove to be a valuable asset to the golf-

ing community over a wide area, and it is now open 
to all golfers.

The new 13th tee box has been constructed using 
the turf from the original tee but, while that beds in, 
a temporary tee on the fairway is in the making, the 
hole a par 4 for the time being. 

Golfing joke: It’s good sportsmanship not to pick 
up lost balls while they are still rolling.

Peter Barker

Golf pro Matt Duncan and Kevin O’Connell test out the new driving range on October 20.

News of the 
success of the 
Gisborne Rookies’ 
junor football and 
netball teams 
made it all the 
way to Fiji, with 
Sue Kohler taking 
a Gazette on her 
recent trip. 

Gazette at LargeGazette at Large
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It’s more than a game ... that has brought to-
gether four ‘young’ middle-aged ladies at Mt 
Macedon Golf Club. 

At the end of March this year the four en-
rolled separately in the ‘Ladies Get into Golf’ in-
itiative offered at Mt Macedon Golf Club. Initially 
the women planned to test out their golf poten-
tial, improve their existing skills and have some 
fun. They ranged from virtually no experience to 
increments of some skills to a “self-professed 
clinic participant” who was frustrated by never 
getting beyond the clinic stage. 

The initial clinics and ongoing ambrose 
events organised by Mt Macedon Golf Club pro-
vided support and offered life in golf beyond the 
clinics. Two of the ladies were inspired to meet 
up for a mid-week round of golf and despite the 
onset of winter they pressed on and continued 
through all weather. 

A third and then fourth lady joined the group 
and golf soon became more than a game. With 
no real expertise among the group, they were de-
termined to muddle on and help each other where 
they could, often in response to the “What am I do-
ing wrong?” cry. 

Still being supported by voluntary members at 
the club, the ladies continued to piece together 
hints that they picked up throughout the clinics and 
ambrose rounds and shared these tips with each 
other. 

The sharing did not stop there. The first time 
the group played together the game took hours. 
“Bonding and relationship building,” they called 
it. Put more simply, there was more talking than 
playing that day. 

Another month has passed and no play has been 
possible on our courts. Pennant was able to be 
played at other clubs for a few weeks, but that too 
has been cancelled.

Some members have accepted the invitation to 
play at Croquet Victoria headquarters in Cairnlea as 
their courts have not been affected so much.

Denise had a successful day in Ballarat,  being the 
joint winner on the courts and the door-prize winner 
as well.

We are planning an open day from 10am to 4pm 
on November 12 with a barbecue lunch. It would be 
great to see lots of visitors on that day.

The MacRobertson Shield is to be 
played between Australia, England, 
New Zealand and the US at Croquet 
Victoria (VCA) headquarters from 
November 12 to 29. Information is 
on the VCA website (croquetvic.
asn.au) under State and National 

Tournaments for those who are interested. 
Our 30th anniversary celebrations have been 

brought forward to Wednesday November 23 and will 
be held at the CWA Hall Mount Macedon 
(662 Mount Macedon Road), with afternoon 
tea from 2pm. We hope many of our 
members and guests can attend.

For any enquiries, the club number is 
0493 463 357.

Faye Armstrong

MORE THAN A GAME . . .

They discovered they had many 
experiences to share, but more im-
portantly discovered the beginning of 
genuine empathy, support and encour-
agement that was bringing four initial strangers to-
gether. 

As ‘young’ middle-agers negotiating retirement 
and semi-retirement, or the transition to fewer 
committed work hours, there were new avenues to 
explore. Golf found them and provided an element 
of friendship and connectedness when they least 
expected it.

The women have not lost sight of the game and 
often start a round stating their proposed goal for 

Golf tragics (from left): Clare, Susan, Marg and Wendy at 
Nurmurkah.

Mount Macedon Golf Club member Marg Sneddon writes about how golf brought about a friendship

the day; for example: “Today I’m going to focus 
on my pitching.” 

They are driven by goals and are intent on 
having a handicap by the end of this year. They 
also intend having some shared lessons to help 
develop their game under guidance of an ex-
pert. It would be fair to say there is a competi-
tive edge lurking there somewhere. 

They love that they can laugh at each other 
and recognise a “good shot” or recognise im-
provement in each other’s games. Often by the 
eighth or ninth hole they are talked out, walked 
out and ready to call it a day, but struggle on 
to the end, wondering why that ninth hole gets 
steeper every week. 

Early in October the group set out on a 
road trip to Numurkah for an overnight “ladies’ 
package”. They enjoyed playing on a different 
course and facing some new challenges, albeit 
flat ones compared to Mt Macedon. They had 

an absolute ball playing golf, relaxing and 
enjoying the odd beverage!

Are they a ‘special group?’ No. Are 
they an ‘exclusive group?’ No. They are 
a group of ladies who appreciate the op-

portunity that Mt Macedon Golf Club has given to 
them to come together and be active members of 
the club. They look forward to many shared and 
extended activities both at and beyond the club (did 
someone mention Hawaii?) and getting to know 
other members of the Mt Macedon Golf Club. 

They would particularly like to thank Bruce 
Fraser and Marcus Ward and the many volunteers 
who have made them feel so welcome. 

Golf is “more than a game”!

Rain delays croquet play, but there’s still plenty happening
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Where to find our organic sourdough this November...

MARKETS
Woodend Farmer’s Market
Saturday 5th November - 9am-1pm

Riddells Creek Farmer’s Market
Saturday 19th November- 9am-1pm
 

Macedon Christmas Market
Saturday 26th November- 9am-1pm

PLUS MANY RETAILERS ACROSS 

THE MACEDON RANGES!
www.millettroadmaker.com.au

LOCAL RETAILERS
Deliveries as normal right up until Christmas Eve!

Gisborne Foodworks - Wednesday to Saturday

Riddells Creek Foodworks - Thursdays

Macedon IGA - Fridays

Mt Macedon Trading Post - Thursdays

Apples & Sage - Thursdays & Fridays

Mountain View Garlic - Thursdays

Woodend IGA - Wednesday to Saturday

Gisborne Guide wins Willpower award

On October 6, at 7pm, I had the sur-
prise of my life. It was my first time 
attending the Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council Youth Awards at the Kyneton 

Town Hall and I was so excited. I knew that I had been 
nominated for the willpower category, but I didn’t ex-
pect to win. In fact I was bracing myself for the proba-
bility that I wouldn’t.

The Willpower Youth Award is for a young person 
who has persevered through adversity and shown 
courage through difficult challenges. 

It just so happened that the Willpower award was 
the first category of the night. One of the presenters 
called the nominees to the stage where we were pre-
sented with nominee certificates before the winner was 
announced.

When my name was announced saying that I 
won, I was very taken aback. I was handed another 
framed certificate and $100 gift card. Luckily I had 
some time to process it all while the presenter read out 
my short bio. I had not prepared a speech because I 
hadn’t expected to win. I felt overwhelmed and poured 
my heart out when asked to speak. I didn’t mention 
everything I would have liked to have said. 

One big thing I would have wanted to say is that I 
know my late grandpa would be extremely proud of 
me even if I hadn’t won. Sure, he’d be proud of me 
for being school captain, being asked to be the child 
ambassador for Australian Sickle Cell Advocacy Inc 
(ASCA), for writing a chapter in the internationally pub-
lished book: The Many Faces and Lives of Sickle Cell: 
a Global Collaboration, and for presenting at school 
and conference events. My grandpa would have been 
proud of me for persevering through some difficult 
times and health challenges. Even if I didn’t win, he 
would be proud of me for giving things a good go and 
for trying.

After my speech, I was whisked away for photos, 
and then I could relax and enjoy the rest of the cere-
mony. I enjoyed the live performances and hearing the 
bios of the winners. We have so many talented young 
people in our shire. After the ceremony, the winners 

Sixteen-year-old Hanna Visagie 
writes about winning the the Willpower 
award in the Macedon Ranges Youth 

Awards in October.

and nominees all got together for a group photo before 
filing out of the hall. I got to meet and chat to the mayor. 

I want to thank my mum for always being my rock; 
my dad, sister and granny and dog Bailey for their 
support throughout my journey; my wonderful medical 
team for taking care of me whenever I’m sick and be-
coming a sort of second family to me; my true friends 
for being here for me; Agnes Nsofwa and ASCA for 
the opportunity to advocate for sickle cell; and Deb, 
the leader of the Gisborne Lightning Guides, and my 
school teachers for their support and encouragement.

Special thanks to my late grandpa, Dennis, a former 
GP who taught me things from how to stay healthy, to 
telling jokes and playing chess, to giving the best bear 
hugs, staying humble and learning how to be more 
confident within myself. Although he died last year be-
fore he got to see me advocate, I know he would sup-
port me regardless. I would like to dedicate my award 
to my mum, grandpa and my granny (who is starting 
chemotherapy).

A big thank you to my mum for bringing me into this 
world, waking me up in the mornings for school, en-
couraging me with my journey and just everything that 
she does. I love you Mum!

Call Deb on 5426 1931 to find out more information 
about joining our great group of Gisborne Girl Guides, 
where the focus is on empowering girls aged 8+ (and 
involves doing craft, camps, cooking/baking, first aid, 
art, nature walks, and lots of other fun activities). 
 To find out more about ASCA and the book I wrote 
a chapter in, go to: www.aussicklecelladvocacy.org or 
www.agnesnsofwa.com.au/product/the-many-faces-
and-lives-of-sickle-cell.

Hanna Visagie, masked up, accepts her award.

Flooding of 
Jacksons Creek 
in Gisborne.

Stanley 
Park 

waterfall,
Macedon,

on 
October 

13.

Water washes 
across the 

path at 
Gardiner 

Oval.

Water, water everywhere...Water, water everywhere...
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brainbusterbrainbuster
1  What do citizens of Newcastle, 
NSW, call themselves?

2 Who is the new prime minister of 
the UK?

3 With what food was the length of 
tenure of former UK PM Liz Truss 
compared?

4 Two large organisations have been 
hacked recently. What are they?

5 Australia is in its third consecutive 
weather pattern. What is it?

6 How far away is the moon?

7 How many times would you have 
to fly around the earth to travel the 
equivalent distance?

8 Which club is Alistair Clarkson 
coaching next year?

9 Who is Australia’s federal treasurer?

10 This year marked the centenary of 
the death of which Australian writer?

Answers ►p39

CROSSWORD Words starting with the letter ‘K’
 Questions compiled by Graeme Millar

ACROSS
1.  Famous person assassinated in
     Dallas, Texas. in 1963.
2.  Gateway to the Blue Mountains.
4.  Australia’s highest mountain.
7.  The laughing jackass.
12.  A make of refrigerator.
14.  Country that borders Iraq and
       Saudi Arabia.
15.  A young cat.
16.  School for children before 
       formal education.

DOWN
1.  On Australia’s Coat of Arms with 
the emu.
3.  Sacred book of Islam.
5.  A small marsupial of Australia.
6.  An Asian city and a clothing firm.
7.  Australia’s 24th Prime Minister.
8.  A person with a strong desire to 
steal.
9.  The highest mountain in Africa.
10.  National Park in the Northern

Territory, 200km east of Darwin.
11.  Seat of the Russian 
government.
12.  If you were standing on the 
       corner of Piper and Mollison 
       Streets, in which Victorian town
       would you be?
13.  Superman’s home planet.
14.  A nickname for New 
Zealanders. Answers ►p39

To celebrate Na-
tional Water Week, 
Greater Western 
Water asked pri-
mary-aged stu-

dents to design a poster that reflect-
ed the theme, ‘our water stories’. 
More than 1000 entries were sub-
mitted by children from 21 schools 
in the utility’s service area.

Greater Western Water employ-
ees voted for their favourite posters 

and the winners were announced 
on October 18. 

Two Gisborne students, Isaac 
from Gisborne Primary School and 
Darcy from St Brigid’s, won their 
year level and tied equal first in the 
state competition. 

St Brigid’s Primary was awarded 
the school prize and received $500 
for a sustainable project at their 
school.

Gisborne talent flows in 
water poster competition

State equal first winner, First in Prep, by Darcy.

An open, picturesque walk with 
panoramic views:
Distance: 6 to 8km    Level: Easy

This is a ‘there and back’-type walk 
and not a loop, so there is no chance 
of taking a wrong direction: returning is 
just a retracing of your route.

The walk is either the 5km (short) or 
8km (longer) option.

Directions: from New Gisborne, 
drive along Hamilton Road towards 
Riddells Creek – Govans Lane is on 

the left. Park off-road on the corner 
and begin the walk from here – this is 
the 8km option – or, for the 5km walk, 
drive down Govans Lane and park 
near where the road crosses the creek. 

Cross the creek (this is the actual 
Riddells Creek) following Govans Lane, 
which will transition into Riverside 
Road. 

Eventually, the road ends in a turn-
around. Retrace route to return. 

Gisborne Ramblers

Local Walk  Local Walk  Govans Lane & Riverside Road, New GisborneGovans Lane & Riverside Road, New Gisborne

View from Riverside Road
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THE CHURCHESTHE CHURCHES Sponsored by Anglican Parish of Gisborne ■ Uniting Church in Australia
■ St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gisborne ■ House of the Rock Church, Gisborne ■ 

Gisborne Church of Christ ■ St Brigid’s Parish

Contact Melissa on 0413 871 921

In my travels, one of my favourite 
places to be is to be anywhere north 
of Hadrian’s Wall. That places me in 
Northumberland, Scotland and, for 
my own longing, Iceland.

Off the coast of Mull is the island 
Iona. In the spiritual understanding 
the home of the exiled Columba, 
and King Oswald, it is a thin place. 

It is only a short trip to the isle of 
Staffa, where the Giant’s Causeway 
inspired Mendelssohn to write New 
Hebrides Overture. 

It is looking down on the Iona 
Strait that inspired Stephenson to 
write Kidnapped. 

It is where the resident director 
of music, John L. Bell, a charismatic 

cross between an organist and 
Billy Connolly, inspires with music 
reflecting the thinness of the place. 

In one of his songs, Slithers 
of Gold, the Celtic tradition of a 
breastplate is woven around the 
spiritual heart of the pilgrim:
“Today I awake and goodness is 
before me …/
“Today I arise and my Lord is 
beside me …/
“Today I affirm the presence of the 
divine …/
“Today I enjoy the presence of the 
Creator around me …”

Awake. Arise. Affirm. Enjoy.
The breastplate protects the 

heart and soul of the believer.
Living simply: that ‘rune’ or rule 

of life is appropriate no matter 
where we are.  Fr Dennis Webster

There are times and 
events which do not 
need precise dat-

ing. We speak of Ash 
Wednesday, Black Sat-

urday and the fires of 2019. Recently, 
we have been reminded of the floods 
of 1974, of 2011 and now we add to 
the list the floods of 2022. 

This latest crisis had its fast phase 
of rapidly rising waters, flooded 
towns and farms, evacuations and 
road closures. Now it is in the slow, 
daunting phase of checking damage, 
making insurance claims and pulling 
up floors and levelling gardens. And 
there is the felt fear when rain is 
predicted.  

This is a time when churches along 
with community organisations look for 
ways to give useful support to those 

impacted. Governments of all levels 
do the large, expensive jobs. But there 
are also gaps where the small and 
local response makes a difference.

The Gisborne Uniting congregation 
is working through a congregation in 
the Charleton/Wedderburn area to do 
the small things. We’re reminded of 
the Gospel story of the widow’s mite, 
where the small size of the gift is no 
measure of its significance.  

Several members of our congre-
gation have been volunteering up 
north and the word has come back 
that many people want to get started 
on cleaning what they can. Hence we 
have decided to fill buckets of clean-

ing goods. That will be on Tuesday 
November 15 between 10am and 
12 noon. People wishing to donate 
goods can ring me on 0407 888 725 
or Maree on 0423 051 318.

 On a more cheerful note, 30 people 
enjoyed a morning of memories 
through personal collections - tea-
spoons, frogs, rolling pins, quilts and 
fly fishing reels were just some of the 
objects that provoked family stories 
and recollections of places and 
people. 

On Tuesday December 13, the 
invitation is extended to join us for a 
‘Great Aussie Christmas’. Scrap the 
snow and holly and enjoy sunshine, 
Australia’s very own Christmas bush 
and sing carols about the north wind 
and drovers.   

Janet Wood

Blessing of the 
animals at 
Mt Macedon 
Uniting Church

A special ‘Blessing of the 
Animals’ service was held 
on October 2, the nearest 
Sunday to the Feast Day 

of St Francis of Assisi on 
October 4. St Francis is considered by 
many to be the patron saint of animals 
and the environment. 

Rather than bring our pet, companion 
and/or recreational animals (with 
associated risks), we asked for photos of 
them. These were screened in a montage 
that highlighted the many ways in which 
animals contribute to our everyday lives.

As well as pets and companion 
animals, we had examples of sporting, ser-
vice (police and defence) and assistance 
animals, as well as commercial livestock 
and wildlife. A highlight was a video of 
animals in various settings accompanied 
by a soundtrack. 

The reflection stressed that, while 
humankind has dominion over animals, 
this brings great responsibility to care for 
and meet the needs of animals whatever 
their place in society and the world. 

Unfortunately, the Open Gardens at 
Pinjarra and Timsbury on two weekends 
in October had to be cancelled due to 
several large trees falling with the heavy 
rain and also damage to paths. We 
anticipate that they might be open again 
next autumn. Our apologies to anyone 
who came expecting to be able to visit.

Neil Tweddle, 5426 2045 

Times to remember

Surprising collections: frogs, rolling pins, spinning yarns.  

PLEASE JOIN US

Tuesday December 13, 10am

GREAT AUSSIE CHRISTMAS
Carol singing

No matter where, living simply can be the key

Pictures: Paul Gilbertson
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NOVEMBER 1922

WHAT'S ONWHAT'S ON WHAT ELSEWHAT ELSE
IS  ONIS  ON

ADULT RIDING CLUB (Gis)  2nd Saturday of month   IR Robertson Res
ADULT RIDING CLUB (Bullengarook)     2nd Saturday           Rec Reserve
ANGLING CLUB             2nd Wed 8pm      Railway Hotel Macedon

BOTANIC GARDENS working bee   every Thurs 9.30am-10.30am
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 1st & 3rd Tues 10.30am Gisborne
  Golf Club
BRIDGE CLUB     Mon 12.30, Tues 7.15, Thurs 12.30   St Mary’s Church 
  Hall, Woodend  5420 7595
BUSHWALKING CLUB Various locations 0438 260 792  or 0419 610 811
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP    last Wed of month     MRH
CAR CLUB                           1st Wednesday 8pm Steam Park, New Gisb
CARERS GROUP (Mac  Ranges)  2nd & 4th  Thurs, 1pm    Woodend RSL
                   5420 7132 (Note: 4th Thurs carers only)
COMMUNITY GARDEN           Wed 9am  Church of Christ
CROQUET CLUB                  Mon, Wed & Sat 10am  0426 500 516 ,
 Noeline Richardson                           Dixon Field
CWA  GISBORNE            2nd Monday 10am   Gis Secondary College
CWA  MACEDON         3rd Tues 1pm & 7pm      662 Mt Macedon Rd 

DALY RESERVE WORKING BEE    2nd Tues 9.30am    Scout Hall, Daly Res

FILM SOCIETY  2nd Wed Woodend Neigh’hood House  5427 2323
FLY FISHING CLUB                   4th Wed 7.30pm                 MRFEC Gisborne
FOCUS CLUB              2nd Fri 12 noon          Goonawarra Golf Club, Sunbury
FRIENDS of JACKSONS CREEK  working bees   3rd Sun 10-noon  
 David Tunbridge 0415 534 477
 
GARDEN CLUB               2nd Wed various venues               0424 038 474 
GENEALOGY GROUP      4th Thurs 7.30 Family Hist Rm, Library 
GIRL GUIDES                     Thursdays 5pm  Gis Scout Hall
GISBORNE SINGERS         Wed 7.30pm Gisborne Uniting Church

HISTORICAL   SOCIETY     open Wed 10am-4pm Court House

LIBRARY: TODDLERS’ STORY TIME     Mon 10.30am, Wed 10.30am
LIONS CLUB  (Gisborne)      First Thurs of month, 7.30pm       247 Station Rd

MARTIAL ARTS                  Thurs from 6pm St Brigid’s Hall;  
gisborne@junseikan.com.au

MASONIC  LODGE           2nd Thurs 7pm    Masonic Hall Aitken St
MASTERS AFL              Wed 6.30pm        Sankey Reserve
MT MAC & DIST HORT SOC     1st Tues 8pm Horticultural Hall
MUFFINS ’N’ MORE        2nd Tues 10am-noon   Uniting Church
MUMS’  GROUP             2nd Mon 9.30-11.30am              49 Fisher St

OBEDIENCE  DOG  CLUB          Sun 9am  Riddells Rec Res

PETANQUE                 2nd & 4th Sat 10am       behind Caltex service
 station, Station Rd, Gisborne  0439 887 178
PHOENIX ART & CRAFTS         Saturdays as required   0409 121 025
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC         1st Tues & 2nd Mon 7pm        Dromkeen, Riddells Ck
PONY CLUB Bullengarook    1st Sunday Rec Reserve
PONY CLUB Gisborne             1st Sunday Robertson Reserve
PROBUS                                  1st Thurs 10am Senior Cits room, Gisborne
  Community Centre

QUILTERS (Gisb)                 Wed 7pm        Room attached to Gisb Library

RAMBLERS                  Fridays 9.15am         Tennis Club Dixon Field
ROTARY (Gisborne)   First & third Tues 7pm Telegraph Hotel, email 
 gisbornerotary@gmail.com  for confirmation of venue
ROTARY (Macedon Ranges)   1st & 3rd Monday   Baringo Food & Wine
RUNNING  GROUP     Tues & Thurs 6pm,  Sun 8am  Gis Aquatic Centre
RSL                                 1st Mon 2pm   Gis Golf Club 5428 2233

SENIOR CITS (Macedon)                Tues 11am Tony Clarke Res
SPINNERS & FIBRE GROUP      Wed 12.30pm     Rec Reserve Bullengarook
SUPPORT AFTER SUICIDE   2nd Monday each month, even if public 
holiday, 7 to 8.30pm  Newham Mechanics Inst. (1292 Rochford Rd) 
 E: peersupport@mrspag.com.au 

TABLE  TENNIS                    Wed 7.30pm         Tony Clarke Res, Macedon
THUNDER SWIMMING CLUB   2nd Sat 5pm      Gisborne Aquatic Centre 
TOY LIBRARY     Every Mon 9.30-10.30am; Thurs 3.30-4.30pm, 
                      Sat 9.30-11am 71 Robertson St
ULYSSES GROUP                3rd Tues 6pm Sunbury FC

VINTAGE MACHINERY      Working bees 1st Sun of month, 8.30am at
Steam Park;  meetings last Friday of month, 7pm at Steam Park

WRITERS GROUP Last Sat of month 2-5pm Woodend N’hood House
WRITERS (Scribes & Scribblers) 2nd Tues 10am-12  Riddell N’hood House

YOUNG  VOICES   Thursdays 4.15-5.45pm       Norma Richardson Hall,
          Buckland St, Woodend, 5426 4801 or sdggome@patash.com.au 

From the pages of the old Gisborne Gazette

(NB Copies of the old Gisborne Gazette from 
1922 are not currently available to examine. Other 

newspapers are substituted.)

Kids' Quiz answers
1. 32
2. Omnivores 
3. The Pacific 
4. The Philippines 
5. Sight 

6. Wales 
7. 13 to 18 years 
8. 2032 
9. Brisbane 
10. Victoria

Crossword answers
ACROSS
1. Kennedy
2. Katoomba
4. Kosciuszko
7. Kookaburra
12. Kelvinator
14. Kuwait
15. Kitten
16. Kindergarten

DOWN
1. Kangaroo
3. Koran
5. Koala
6. Kathmandu
7. Keating
8. Kleptomaniac
9. Kilimanjaro
10. Kakadu

11. Kremlin
12. Kyneton 
13. Krypton
14. Kiwis

NOVEMBER                 
Date Page

Brainbusters answers
1. Novocastrians 
2. Rishi Sunak 
3. A lettuce 
4. Optus and Medibank Private 
5. La Nina 

6. 384,400 kilometres 
7. About 10 times 
8. North Melbourne 
9. Jim Chalmers 
10. Henry Lawson

Patent Stack Builder Some attention is be-
ing given in the Gisborne district to a contriv-
ance known as the Robb stack builder, which 
is being turned out at Cherry and Sons’ fac-
tory, Gisborne. The inventor is Mr Robb of 
Romsey. The machine is of a folding type, 
occupies very little space and has an axle so 
contrived that it can be turned in any direc-
tion with facility and will carry sheaves to the 
top of a high stack with rapidity. Further trials 
are being awaited with interest in the district.

Farmers’ Advocate, November 2, 1922

Gisborne Notes Efforts are being made by 
residents to form a fire brigade. The neces-
sary appliances are in the shire council’s 
store, but no one has been trained to handle 
them in case of fire. 

Great interest is being taken in the Elemen-
tary High School movement. The committee 
has purchased eight acres of land at New 
Gisborne, more than £800 has been sub-
scribed and the necessary number of pupils 
obtained. As soon as the Government allots 
the schools, the remainder of the money will 
be obtained. Promises amounting to £1,500 
have been received. Messrs. Swinburne, 
Davis, and Oakley are devoting much atten-
tion to the movement.

The quality of meat produced in the district 
is widely known. Some Gisborne butchers 
receive orders from people in Melbourne 
and suburbs and Geelong. 

The Argus, November 2, 1922

New station at Gisborne On Thursday, 
our Gisborne correspondent stated that the 
Railways Department was slow in complet-
ing the new railway station; that the veran-
dahs were badly needed and the approach-
es were in need of metal or gravel. The 
Railways Commissioners explained that 
owing to the fact that it has been decided to 
standardize the width of station verandahs 
at country stations, it became necessary to 
prepare amended plans for the Gisborne 
station. These plans are practically complet-
ed, and the work will be carried out immedi-
ately they are available.

The Argus, November 6, 1922

Mount Macedon The Workingmen’s Hall, 
which has been enlarged and renovated at 
an expenditure of £450, was reopened at 
a social evening by Councillor Arthur Turn-
er. Other speakers were the President (Mr. 
R. Parnell) and Messrs. Price, Cogger and 
Scott.  

The Argus, November 22, 1922 For membership details see 
www.baringofilmclub.com

         
2 to 5      Eiffel
9 to 12    Farewell Mr Haffman
16 to 19   Downton Abbey
23 to 26  June Again
30 to 3 Dec Elvis

3pm Wednesday        3pm and 7pm Saturday

Baringo Film ClubBaringo Film Club

NOVEMBER

No matter where, living simply can be the key

4 Madagascar show opens in Macedon  14
5 Geneaolgy National Archives workshop  19
5 Macedon Ranges Gin Showcase   7
5, 6 Duneira Bluebell Festival   8
6 Gisborne Olde Time Market   8
6 Rhys Boak organ concert in Macedon  14
7 Crochet & Conversation at library  9
7 From Earth to Sea opens at the Gallery   14
8 Business digital marketing workshop    9
8 Selecting plants webinar   12
9 Macedon Cemetery Walk   19
11 Remembrance Day ceremony      8
11 Pete FitzSimons at library   9
11  Mac. Ranges Gift Shop registration closes   5
11 Australia Day nominations close   12
12 Mount Macedon Primary fete   26
12  Macedon & Mt Macedon Landcare meeting  24
12 Reusable nappy workshop   12
12 Buttlejork art exhibition opening   15
12 Chamber Poets, Woodend   16
15 The Memory Place at library   9
15 Scone Time at MRFEC    9
15 Rural weed management webinar  12
16  Developing Minds youth wellbeing forum  40
16 Orienteering in Gisborne   31
19 Anglican Parish Fete (60th year) 38
20 Madagascar show closes in Macedon  14
23  Orienteering in Macedon   31
26 Macedon Christmas Farmers Market  8
26 Weed identification workshop   12
26, 27 Open Studios Macedon    15
29 Self-defence for women    9
30 Have your say on gambling closes  4
DEC  3 CWA Christmas stall in Macedon  17
3, 4 Phoenix art exhibition    16
4 Gisborne Carols by Candlelight   40
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Community Bank 

Gisborne & District

We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big bank, plus

the personal service you wouldn’t.

As one of AustraliaÕs biggest banks, our heartland remains Þrmly local. As

does our focus on you and the quality banking products you need.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 5420 7210 or search Bendigo Bank Gisborne.

Big on products.

Big on service.

And big on local banking

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_26460174, 26/10/2022
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